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FOREWORD

Somefivemonthshavepassedsincethe publicationofthe State
Departments  controversial repot  on the Peope's Moghedn of lran,
amemberof te National Cound of Ressance. In tis shot period,
the repot hes been compeely  disoredied lerens  readed  stongl,
protesting s ocontents.  The Moghedn and NCRofiicially rejected
the findings, and many members of Congress expressed outrage. The
mediarananumberofarticlesandcommentariesbydistinguished
Americanexperts,discountingthereport. Perhapsmostdamaging
was the hasty entusasm of the mulahs, whofred Scud missies at
abase of the Iranian Resstance just aweek after the repot came
at

Animpartialreportwas, ofcourse, notexpected. Priorto
publication,the State Departmenthadstubbomlyrefusedtohear
the views of the llenen Ressance, despie  congressond insisence.
Barelythreeweeksafter publication, Gary Sick,one ofthe
Depatments  main sources, suggested  that the US. appont  Assislant
Secetary of Sae Robet Peletreay, head of Near East Bureau which
pepared te repot,  as spedd  evoy D Tehrans mders. His proposal
ket nodoubt that the authors espouse the samepolicy that brought
aboutthelrangatescandal:appeasingtheKhomeiniregime.

Duringthisperiod, theroleofthereligiousdictatorshipin
expoting  terorism, subverng  peace, and aming, dispatching  and
directingextremistsandfundamentalistsintheregionhasbeen
futher eqosed. Clearly, ths has meant another poicy falue for
the auhos of te repot,  poponents  of appeasement, and those sl
seachng for ‘moderae” fadions  wihn te tyanny of teno

Anumberaofrecentdevelopmentsindicatethatthe policyof
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appeasingthemullahsdoesnotholdwaterintheinternational
communly, adBs lsng s tediod adwcaes n te US as wel
Palestinianandlsraelileadershavebothemphasizedthatthe
Khomeiniregimehasemergedasthegreatestenemytopeaceand
stabilityintheregion.NATO'sSecretaryGeneralalsocommented
onthedangersofkKhomeinism, hotingthat' fundamentalismisat
leastasdangerousascommunismwas"tothe EuropeanUnion.
Scandinaviancountriesrejectedtheregime’senvoys. Thelslamic
ConferenceOrganizationcondemnedextremism, stressingtheneed
to confont i, at the Organization's Summit in Casablanca.  Meeting
inManama, Bahrain,the GulfCooperationCouncilexpressedits
concemaboutthedangersoffundamentalism. ChancellorHelmut
KohlandotherseniorGermanoffiicialsechoedthesameconcems.
ReynaldoGalindoPohl,the SpecialRepresentativeofthe United
NationsHumanRightsCommission,issuediworeportsinNovember
andFebruary,andU.N.General Assemblyadoptedaresolutionin
December,condemning Tehran'spersistenthumanrightsabusesand
expot  of terorism. Newt Gingrich, the US. House Speaker, spoke
of the need to replace the Khomeini regime, whie in the Senate, a
bl was poposed t impose comprehensve  sancions against  Tehran.
Secretaryof StateWarrenChristopherspokeoutontheneedfor
change in te ‘fogue sae”  These pont to the isdiation of a paicy
prevailing in the State Deparments Near East Bureau that favors
the aminal rders in Tehran and opposes the ranian  Resistance,
Theexperienceofthepast16yearshasdemonstratedthatfor
hiioica, soad  and polical resos, dage n klen 5 poste oy
throughthelranianpeopleandResistance.Anythingelseisbuta
mirage. This is so dearcut, that even those whodo not approve of
theMojahedinacknowledgett. InitsFebruary6thissue, Time
Magazne woe: ‘There s, though, an initaive the US. shoud tke
tomaintainpressure.ltshouldconsultagainwiththePeople’s
Mujahedin,animportantgroupopposedtothe Tehranregimethat
theStateDepartmenthasignoredsince1987. TheMojahedinareno
angels....StiltheyarethomsinTehran'ssideandhavehelped
exacetbate  pubic  disconternt wihin @ the county. K the US. s as
seious  about Iran  as Waren Chistopher InsiSts, t wli not hut o
ttk t© tis enemys enemy’”
ThelranianResistance haslong endeavoredtoestablish

democracy, independence, peace and stabiity in ran.  Some 100000
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Foreword

the fiendshp of d tose whoresped te gt of the anen  peope
o resist Fortunately, many in the intemational community and US.
sympathize with owr views. There are, however, others who subsaibe
o poices such as the one responsble for the 1953 coup against  Dr.
Mossadeg, whoare nostalgc  about the shahs e, o sl e n the
coldwar era of the 70s. They are behnd the tmes. Mearwmhie, the
IranianResistancehasavastpopularbaseandinternational
recognition. Wewll not wait for te State Depatment t change is
mind before bringng change to Iran.

Inlightofthedevelopmentsofthepastfourmonths,perhaps
there was no need for a detaled response to the State Departments
repot,  particularly snce te NCRs Foeign Aflars  Commitee had
justpublishedabookinSeptember, Appeasing Tehran'sMullahs,
which responded to the State Departments — accusations. The report,
honever, was an unprecedented  collection of any and al alegations
fieldedbytheKhomeiniregime, theshah'sretinueandthepro-
Moscowcommunists. Thepresentbookelaboratesonthelranian
Ressance's posios  and vews onthe ssues meiored i the report
Wehopethatitprovidesabetterunderstandingofthelranian
Ressiance  and Moghedn, and in opening up ths  debate o the pubic
onte s o s hodily. t 5 oo hopetet t W ocomue D a
construcive dscusson  of apoper poicy towads the regme ming
fan

In the couse of prepaing this book, al of the sources dted by
the State Departmentand many otherbooksandarticleswere
consuted.  Wespoke privately wih manyexperts in te US, Europe
andMiddleEast.Wehavetriedtostickmostytothesourcesand
epats te Sae Depatment hes ded Needess © say, dig these
sources does not necessarly  imply our approval of ther views. We
aso ineniewed  anumber of the Magahedin's  oficals. Sedions  of
the book dealingwiththe Mojahedinhave been preparedin

National CouncilofResistanceoflran
ForeignAffairsCommittee
1March1995

xiii






PREFACE

In an offical declaration in December 1994, signed by al is 235
member organizations and personaliies, indudng the chars of is
18 commitees, the National Councl of Resstance of Ian  descoibed
the US. State Department repot against the Peope's Mojahedin  of
Ilan  as ‘worthess’ ad ‘sboundng  n dsotions and conradidions”’

t sad te repot, submited t© te Foegn Afais  Commitee of the
U.S.HouseofRepresentativesonOctober28,1994,amountstoa

rehash of the State Depatments baseless alegations against the
Iranian  Resistance  since 1985, daing back to the lrangate  scandal
anddealingswiththeKhomeiniregime.

Stessing  tat despte  congressional ugng and emphasis, those
pepaing it had subbomly  refused © hear the viens of te Moghedn
andothermembersoftheNCR, thedeclarationunderscoredthe
dovg  porks

1- Therepot is released at atme whenthe derical regme is
beset by inemal and edema  aises. There are no pospeds  for the
regmes  visbity adsmd aste ass o Maged  (eadeshp)
escalates,  discontet among difierent sedos  of sodely  incessanty
mounts,andpopularprotestsandviolentuprisingsexpand.In
contrast,theNational CouncilofResistanceandtheNational
LiberationArmyoflranare preparedtooverthrowtheKhomeini
regime and establish  lbety  and popular  sovereignty. The Iranian
peope's  enthusiasic ypot, n adou o kn, for the Ressances
President-elect, Mrs.MaryamRajavi,duringtheweekofnational
solidarity, the Juy 21 woddwmide demonstraions — and the Mehregan
oeaions, esfies ots &

Under such doumsiances, bding an aemative o ter Iking,
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the advocates of te samepoides tat led © te shamefu 1953 cop
détat  againstthenationalistgovernmentof Dr. Mohammad
Mossadeg,whorejectanindependent,free,democratic,advanced

and modem Iran, have pubished this repot in abd to appease the
reigous yay and relard te rapd pace of deveopments favoing
the democaic and popular  alemative. t s not wihout reason that
for the most pat, the repot repeals \ituperations by the remnants
of the Shah's regme and proponents of the cument one.

21t mtbedesed ta oly the peope of len ae qelied D
deade onthe meis, o bk thered, of te polica alemative o]
Khomeris  kegimee regme. Ahogh te ning  rEigos Emoi
dictatorship has dened the lranan people the chance to go o the
belot box ad ded fredy, tey have noneheess edended te highest
degreeoftrustandsupporttothelranianResistance. ffitwere
otherwise, theNational CouncilofResistancewouldhavehadno
rootsamongthelranianpeopleanddefinitelybeendestroyed.In
that case, tere would have been no need for 41 pages of distorions
and slanders. Howcan one descibe  a Resistance  as lacking  in roois
andcredibiity,anddependentonacountrysmallerthanitsown,
andyetdeemsuchanonslaughtagainstitbythe State Department
of the sole super power in the woid as urgent and necessary? Is it
ot afd ta tey hawe assessed te deicd ddaioshps overtrrow
and the assumpton of power by ths wvery Cound, as definie?

Like Dr.Mossadeq, thegreatest“sin”oftheNCRandits
President,Mr.MassoudRajavi,hasbeentoupholdandstrivefor
independence,democracyandhumanrights. ltisnotsurprising,
therefore, thet tis repot desobes the Moghedn and the Nationd
Cound of Resstance as ‘fundamentaly undemocraic”  and says that
‘they ae nat aviebe alemaive o s ocuent  regime”

3 The Natonal Councdl of Resstance s commited to transfer
porer © the pegpes  representatves wihn  sdnohs of the regmes
oetrov trough ded, gened eedios  for aNaond  Legshive
and Constituent ~ Assembly.  The NCRguarantees  the ‘individual and
socd  igls o te peope,  as Sipubied n the Unvesa  Dedaaion
of HumanRights, al general freedoms, induding the rngt t hod
assemblies,freedomofspeechandbeliefs, thepress, parties,
syndicates, councls,  religions and denominations, and the freedom
b doose aes  oooupaion” It empheszes ‘poiica ad socH  equally
amogal dizens adaodes A pivieges onte bess o gender,
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aeed or idedogy” It dedaes ‘A dizens eqd bebe te lbw and
betweenwomenandmen.” Theseratifieddocumentshavebeen
pubished frequenty  and are readly accessbe 1t al That those
preparing  the repot  chose not o refer o them, ony refeds ther
bes adte repots bk o aedoly.
4-TheNationalCouncilofResistancevehementlyrejectsand
condemns the repots  false and emoneous  statements  about the NCR,
itshistory, pastandpresentmembers;theunfoundedallegations
aganst s Presdent and the redundant chages of lack of democacy
wihin  the Councl. The NCRrelterates: ‘Mr. Massoud Rajavi s the
Councils  President and spokesman. As such, his views and stances
must be regarded as the cumination  of the Coundls  delberations
anddecisions."TheNCR'’s modusoperandi  anddecision-making
process are based on fomaly  announced democratic  guideines  and
byaws, fuly impemened by is Presdent in te 14 yeas snce the
NCR's foundation. Mr. Massoud Raav  has founded alasing  coeliion
n or hsoy whch 5 the natonaist and democratic  alemative o]
this  tenorist regme. Thus, t s ony natural that he woud be the
it taget of acusaions by the enemies of our Iberation movement
Preciselyforthisreason, thisslanderandtheseinsultsand
accusations  are considered as an attempt to destoy a movement and
condiue a dedaration o enmly towad the enrely of an enchaned
naion and is combatants of freedom.
5-TheNational CouncilofResistanceemphasizesthatsuch
repots  and te poicy of appessement tat pecaes te ning mulahs
oy emboden them to persist in inemal  suppresson and expot  of
teroism  and fundamenialsm o oher  countries. Dueo the presence
of amgiomde adjust Ressance adis miay am, the Nationd
Liberation Amy, however, the curent lranian  situation is vasty
different fom te tme of the 1953 coyp déat and the langae e
Nothingcanpreventthisregime’soverthrowandthevictoryofa
democratic  and nationalist Ian. In tis path, the Natonal Cound
ofResistanceoflranwelcomesthefriendshipofallnations,
govemnments, foces and personaliies whorespet the ust nghis  of
the Iranian people for democracy and independence.
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INTRODUCTION

A Policy Isolated

Section5230fthe1994-95ForeignRelationsAuthorizationAct,
adoped n Apl 1994, cdled onte Presdent of the Unted Sees ©
prepareandsubmitareporttoCongressonthePeople’sMojahedin
Organization  of Iran.  To ensure the impartiality of the repot and
predude preudgement,  the bl  uged those prepaing it to consult
and Bk wih the widest range of peope possble.
Beforethe State Department'sreportwaspublishedonOctober
28 however,ithadalreadybeendiscredited. TheDepartmenthad
dsegaded  the ocongressiond requess, and refused 1 hear the views
oftheMojahedinandNational CouncilofResistance.Norhadit
consuted wih lranians residng in the US. Members of the House
of Representatives sad the maevdent approach dd not comply with
the spiit  of the law. In a biparisan initiative, 110 members of the
House and the Senate had witen in ealy Sepember o the Secetry
of State,emphasizingthe needfordirectdialoguewiththe
represeniaives of the National Cound of Ressance and Moghedn.
I ter [ty tey had conduded, “The epot Wl be O e vale
Dozens of major newspapers,  poliical magazines and local  papers
pubished  analytical artides, criticizing the State Departments
approachtotheMaojahedin. TheNewYorkTimes  rananeditorial
ented  ‘lisen to Al lranan Voices” OnCapiol Hill, members
desciibed the repot as agft to the lanan regme. The NewYork
Times wrotethatthereporthad drawnirein Congress. The
Washington Post noted that even prior t publication, the reports
valuewasalreadybeingquestionedbecauseofthewayinwhichit
hadbeenprepared.
The dictatorship ning Iran was the only paty to welcome the
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repot, caing it asgn of Amercas awekening o te tuth of the
mullahs'statementsabouttheterroristnatureoftheMojahedin.

Quick t0 take advantage of the drcumstances, oy aweek after the
reportcameout, themullahsattackedanlranianResistancebase
onthelran-Iragborderwiththree Scud-Bmissiles. Observers

describedthe State Department'sreportasagreenlightforthe

assault. Althoughthe U.S. Departmentof Defenseconfirmedthe

regmes fing of missies, te Sae Depatment kept slent  onthis
fegat  vidkion o nematoral .

TheStateDepartmentclaimsthatthereportistheoutcomeof
sixmonthsofresearchandconsultaionwithnumerousgovernment
The alegations conaned teren  ae identica o tose saed n te
Depatments  Juy 26 letier 10 Representaive Robert  Tomiceli. In
November, the Depatment sent aleter to congressmen, purportedy
reportingonthe outcomeofitsresearch, butthetextwasa
reproduction o the sameduy 26 kter.

Thesouoess o the ot ae vay imied  and seedve k conais
some 40 cases of outight  fabication, distortion and oontradiiction.
Toamve a ther desed ocondusoms, te auhos dodoed o cesed
eets accodng O ter  needs.

The real queston is why the Stale Department has adopted this
malevolentapproachtotheMojahedinandlranianResistance. The
Departmentclaimsthatitopposesthe MojahedinandIranian
Resistance  because they are undemocratic, use vidence aganst the
regime, are present in te fom of the Resistance's — mitary am at
the lIarag boder, caed o cetan ados h te 70s ec Thee
alegaions sufeced for te It fme n 1986 Asrevesked He,  tey
were pat of the langale swep wih te reigous  ddaiorship ing
flen

ThelranianResistancehasexaminedeachandeveryoneofthe
accusations, bothinthe pastandinthisbook. lthasprovided
suficet  dooumens and hes dafied  hisiorical eels poag thet
the degaios ae e

Representative Torricellihascommentedthatthe State
Departmenthasanexcuse,andarealreasonforitsattitude. The
accusaions are oy excuses. Thereason s that the Depatment doen
not wsh © ofend te deics t s nuddous for the Unied Saies
o any oher county o polical pat, 1 bese is podes onewents

XX



alegedtohavehappened20yearsago,andwhosefalsityhasbeen

conirmed by documents and evidence.  Signiicantly, whie the Sae
Depatment  uses these exauses o sty is opposion 1 te lanan
Resisiance, State  dficals repeatedy inite  te lanian regime 1o
engage in dalogue, ahough they adkomedge it is responsbe  for
the deaths of hundreds of American marines in Beiut

Abetterunderstandingofthe Mojahedinrequiresabetter
understanding  of ther idedlogy, which is based on a democraic  and
progressive  interpretation of dam. The Moghedn beleve tat the
keycharacteristicdistinguishinghumankindfromanimalsisfree
wil. Because manis free, he can accept responsbiity and be hed
accountable.Inthislight,democracyandcommitmenttofreedom
ae not mee poiical  ideals,  but idedogcal  pingpes, qudg  te
Mojahedin’sconduct, despite manyupsand downsand complex
circumstances.

Athough they soon estabished  themseles as the opposiion 1o
the newregme afer the fal of the shah, the Moghedn inssed on
novidence in ther  poliical srugge o pomoe democacy. Only
afer al means of peaceful political actvity had been eiminated,
andtheKhomeiniregimehadopenedfireonthedemonstrationby
haf amiion peope in Tehran on June 20, 1981, dd the Maoahedin
fise up. The Departments  December 1984 repot acknowledged these
eas

The Moghedn beleve that just as the Amercans had anght to
take up ams for ther independence, and the Fench had arght to
resss aganst Hier, te peope o lan, o, havwe aingt © ke w
armsagainstaregimecondemned33timesbythe UnitedNations
foritsviolationsofhumanrightsandterrorism. Thisrightis
recognizedintheUniversalDeclarationofHumanRightsandthe
US. Dedaration  of Independence.

Allmembersofthe National CouncilofResistancearein
agreementontheessentialneedfordemocracy. Theprogramofthe
NCRpromotes  individual frredoms, equalty of the sexes, rghts of
ethnic  and religious minories, afree maket economy, and support
for te esbishment o peace n the Midde East and siabily n te
regon. The 235member coaliion of democratic Iranian  forces and
individuals is commited to political pluralism. The Councl  wil
administratelranfornomorethansixmonthsaftertheoverthrow
of te mulshs regme, duing whch tme it wl hdd free eecions

XXi
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and tansfer  power o the peope’s eeced  representatives. The NCR
pogam stesses  that ‘freedoms  are nat resticed up o te pont of
amed sgde  againgt e kegiimae ad kegd sysem o te county”
The balot is the only citerion for poliical legitimacy, the NCR
belpes

Thee 5 mobess © the dam n te repot et the NCRS dedson
makingprocessisundemocratic.Noristhereanysubstancetothe
accusationthattheNCR'sdecisionstonolongercooperatewith
certain  individuals and goups refet  an undemocratic nature.  In
the wold of polics, pnng o seoedng fom apaty o ooelion 5
rouine.  More importantly, the cases mentoned in the repot  imolve
persons o goups epeled  for  vioating the NCR's consiituition. Al
debate in these instances  was made public.

The State Department also cdtes the NCRS refusal  to cooperate
withremnantsof SAVAKandgroupsliketheCommunistTudehParty
an ay of the regme and a KGBoperafive in ran- conduding  that
the NCRhas been rgected by lranian  poliical forces.  The National
Cound of Ressance hes aways emphaszed thet it s a coaition of
democratic  forces.  The State Departments  suggeston  that the NCR
shoud ocooperate wih forces that are detested and reected by the
peoge o len s outandsh

The NCRand Mojahedin's  conduct over the years best atiests to
theircommitmenttotheirdeclaredprinciples. Thisdemandfor
democracyfromtheResistancebypersonsinvitingthemullahsto
engageinadialogueisbutaployagainstdemocracyandhuman
s n en

The Departments  objecion o the presence of the Resistance’s
mitary ~ am, te Naona Lberaion  Amy df Ian, onthe Irarragq
boder sip &5 avher ecue for s maevdet posion The Fanin
Ressance's independence duing  the el war, the Kuwat  aiss,
andotherregionalandinternationalincidentsdisprovesall
alegpions

TheState DepartmentknowsfullwelthattheKhomeiniregime
wl not beossed wihout afghtt andthe laHag  boder regon s
the oy locaion sued © anamy wih tet am I ressance B the
legitimaterightofthe peopleofiran, maintaininganarmed,
oganzed miary  force s obviously — a prerequisite to any serious
resistancemovement. Therefore, thosecriticizingthelranian
Resstance for having an ammy on the Irandrag boder stip are, in

XXii



B g O doed esEre & h aher wods tey advwocae
compromise with the mullahs, but dare not say so outight

Choices

AnexaminationoftheU.S. State Departmentreportonthe
People's Mojahedin  of Ian reveals that s main argument wih the
Moghedn s nether demooacy, nor use of vidence, hnor the presence
oftheResistance’smilitaryarmonthelran-ragborder,northe
Mojghedin's past At issue are two different polices  towards the
mulahs'  regime.

For anumber of years, there has been atend in the Unied States
whichhasinvestedinthereformationofthemullahs regime.On
ts bess t adwcaes apdcy o gopeasng the mulshs  and opposing
an ndependent, democaic  alemative. Afew decades ago, essenialy
thesamepolicy preferredthe shahtoPrime MinisterMohammad
Mossadegandengineeredacoupwhichtoppledhisnationalist
govemment  and installed dictatorship in lran.

Americanpublicopinion,andthe mullahs’international
terrorism, flagranthumanrightsabuses, etc., maketheclerics
difficult to defend. Appeasement advocates thus ty to distot  and
tamish the image of the independent, democratic  altemative, the
NCR.Intheabsenceofa“suitablealtemative,”theybelieve,

Reapalik wl doge rmpodemet wh te eigos doaioshp
Use of the reprehensible tacic  of character  assassination against
NCRPresident Massoud Rajavi, is but pat of this lager plan. The
poy, o ocouse, s nohing new. Duing the G  War, Araham Linooh,
oneofAmerica’smostreveredpresidents,cameunderattackfrom

boh sdes of the polical spectum,  and wes desobed  as a didator,
insane, and unft t be president Fankin  D. Roosevel, one of the
fve greatest Amefican presidents, was characerized as a communist
and antrepublican. General Chares de Guale, the leader of the
FrenchResistanceandFrance’smostrenownedPresident wasalso

accused of being a despot by his enemies.

Thee 5, however, anaher appoach, which vews the pest poides
of appeasement as counterproductive. The mulahs'  regime does not
represent  the peope of Ian. It edqots teroism  and insecuity o
the regon, and endeavors 0 acquie nudear techndogy.  The comect
poicy,  therefore, 5 fmress adte souion & te esabsment o
democracy. ThisviewissupportedbytheAmericanpublicandwas

XXiii
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endorsed in a dedaration by a House majoiity  in 1992
Overthepastyear,the Tehranregimehasbeenengulfedin

poiitical and economic chaos, and futher  weakened by a leadership

crisis. The Resistance  has escalated  natormide,  and the National

CouncilofResistance haselectedawoman Presidentforthe

transitional peiod and prepared isef  for te postKhomeni e
Having no aftemative o ter kg, the appeasement advocates

pubished ths repot to dscedt  the Resstance  and undemmine  the

prospect of the regme's owverthrow.  The report  represents a bid to

preventchangeinlranandplacatetheturbanedtyrants. Today,

however, there is significant congressional and pubic suppot for

democracyinlran.Inaddition, theexistenceofthe Resistance

movement itsef  makes things  very different than they were during

the 1953 coup and 1985 lrangate  affair. As the National Councl of

Resistancehas declared, “Nothingcanpreventthisregime’s

overthrowandthevictory ofthe democraticandnationalist

aematve n ken In tis pah, te Naiondl Cound of Ressiance

of ran welcomes the fiendship of al natons, govemments, forces

and personaliies whorespect the just rnghts of the lranian  people

fordemocracyandindependence.”
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A Discredited Report

The US. Siate Depatment fraly  submited is longawaied  report
on the Peope's Moghedin Organzation  of Iran to the House Foreign
Affairs  Committee on Fiday aftemoon,  October 28. Made public by
the Foreign Affars  Commitee on Monday, October 31, the document
wasaccompaniedbyaletterromMs.Wendy Sherman, Assistant
Secelary o Sae for  Legshive Afiars.
Unfortunately, thereportwasalengthyreiterationofold
allegations against the lranan Resistance, and had nohing newto
offer. TheState Departmentmadethesameaccusationsduringthe
langate afar n 1985 as pat of agoodvl gesure 1o the Khomeni
regime t free American hostages in Lebanon. Amost a decade later,
the Department has basicaly  added new paragraphs to an od report
against the Mojahedin. *
Thereportischaracterizedbyinnumerablediscrepancies,
falsiications, and dstortions o dnpe, uambguoss fads, pest ad
presert, as wel as by alack of newsources and selecive  use of od
ones. Theoverallimpressionisoneofunprofessionalism. The
Departmentclaimsmanygovemmentagenciesparticipated,butthe
finishedproductisquestionableasafreshmantermpaper,much
lessa State Departmentreview. The Departmentsof Defense
(includingthe Defenselnteligence Agencyandthefourmilitary
services),Justice, Treasury,and Transportation;theNational
Inteligence Councl;,  Natonal Secuity Agency and te CIA are among
thosenamed. The Departmentalsoclaimstohaveconsultedawide
range o lanan opposion goups and anan  expatiates, induding
Mojahedinsympathizers,tohaveobtainedtheviewsofprominent
Ametican  academic  spedalists onlan, and b have cotaced exparts
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innon-govemmentalorganizationsandthink-tanks. Finally,the
authors dam t have reviewed manyof the Moghedin's  publicaions
fromthe 1960sthroughOctober1994. 2

In this chepter, wedonot intend to refe al of the baseless
accusations. Other chapters are devoted to extensve responses to
individualcharges. Thischapteraddressessolelythemethodof
preparingthereport,andcertainblatantdiscrepanciesand
fabications. Regretiably, these  dscrepances mayonly be nepreed
eher asrmewedng te adhos  uimiaiy wih te gmpest B3Ues
nlan o assswvg sedc  pdicd neress,

The Method

1-TheState Departmentrefrainedfromconductingadialogue
with the subect of the repot, namely the Mojahedin  Organization.
Such ks ae prerequisie b afa, mpatd  sudy.

2- Despte dams to te contrary, alage cosssection of the
Iranianoppositionwasnotconsulted. The National Councilof
Resistance, widely recognized by the intemational press and many
expertsasthemostprominentlranianoppositiongroup,has235
members. The StateDepartmentdidnotconsultwithanyofthem.A
number of the NCRs membas ive in the United States and are easly
accessbe o the Department

3-Theassertionthatthe Departmentcontactedmanylranian
expatriates is aso untue. OnJduy 22 and 23, some 3000 Iranians
marchedinfrontoftheWhiteHouse sandanother3,000Iranians
demonstratedinLosAngeles. 4Theyexpressedsupportforthe
NationalCouncilofResistanceandcalledforadialoguewiththe
NCRo fadiizie an impatal repot Representatves cehered  oopes
ofthedemonstration’sresolutiontotheWhiteHouseandother
governmentagencies, includingthe State Department. The
Department  has disregarded  these  resolutions.

4 In the sx monhs precedng  publicaion o te repat,  thousands
d s =t Hes b goemet didss den fowadng  oopes
o the NCRs Washingon Office.  They dedared their suppot for the
Mojahedinandexpressed concernatthe Department’'shiased
approach.  Manywote letters  seeking appointments  with  Christopher
Hernzel of the Depatments Ian Desk, Davd Lit,  Diector, Office
of Nothem Guf Affais, and Raobert Peletreay, Asssart  Secetay
for Near Easem  Affais. Ther requests were ether ket unanswered

2
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o refused

AnumbersubsequentlycomplainedtoPresidentClintonand
Congressional Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman, Rep.Lee
Hamilton,andexpressedconceraboutthepoliicalgoalsthey
suspectedwerebeingpursuedbytheDepartment Forhispart,the
Foreign Aflairs  Commitee Chaimman pointed out the necessty for a
dialogue and expressedregret that such acion might not have been
taken

Eventually, the House Foreign Affars  Committee intervened  to

amange meetings for several sympatizers  of te lanan  Resistance
wih M. Hezel n te bt o weeks before te repots  pubication.
These meetings were, of couse, to latle 1 be meaningll. ~ According
toparticipants, moreover, Mr.Henzelwasnotinterestedina
construcive discussion; rather, as became eddent, the meelngs were
rended © dle  oogessod poess edicaly fom te Foegn
AffairsCommittee,andtoportraythe procedureasimpartial.
Participants subsequenty told  officals of the NCR's Washington
Ofice that the repot faled to menton any of the points they had
emphasized in ther meetings with Mr. Henzel, indudng  even therr
responses 0 quesons  he had raised.

In te gonon o these Iranans, M. Henzels knomedge of issues
relaing o lran, especaly the Mojghedin  and Iranian  Resistance,
wasseverelylimited. Inmanyinstances, hewasuninformedof
commonlyknowneventsinrecentlranianhistory,andrepeatedly
epessed an obverse view of them, espedaly  regretiable because he
5 osesby resosbe  for comping te repot S

Wehavenoargumentwiththe Department'scontentionthatit
cosued wh alge aosssedion o s | the erece B D
contactswiththoselraniansmostofwhomaresupportersofthe
Tehranregime andformermembersofthe SAVAK (the shah’s
nooious  seaet  poice), and whose viens were subsequenty  refieced
n te epot h that case, honeve, fimess ddaes ta te auhos
adeonede et ther rmepot leds  te tkg o such novdek,
notMojahedinsympathizers.

5-Despitetheclaimthatthe DepartmentreviewedMojahedin
publications fom the 1960s through October 1994, the report does
notcontainevenonereferencetoMojahedinorNCRpublications
feating  repies o manyof these accusations. © For example, there
isnomentionof Appeasing Tehran’sMullahs , Tabook-length,
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documentedresponse, published bythe NCR Foreign Affairs
Committee. Forimpartiality's sake, theauthorsshouldhave
acuady ded a ket oe d te Mgahedns repes 0 the numeoss
baselessaccusations,evenifonlyasaprefacetotheirargument
apgd i

TheState DepartmentandMr.Henzelreceivedthebookthrough
variouschannelsincludingtheHouseForeignAffairsCommittee.
Thepresshadalsoreportedonthisbook. Mr.Henzelhadhimself
confrmed  receMing the book n ameeting wih one of the few lranans
hemet

Selective Sources
6 Despe the auhos dams of vaied souces, te repot  daws
largely fromone book, The Iranian Mojahedin ,by Ervand

Abrahamian. & There are 16 references o tis wok, and the reports
maintopicshavebeenborrowedfromit. Minustheendnotesand
annexes, the repot is 23 pages. Onthe awerage, in 70%o0f the pages
there has been at least one reference o Abrahamian's  book  Besides
the 16references,innumerousinstancesthereportborrows
identically fromthe book, withoutattribution. Apparently
embarassed at the excessve resot o asinge source, the authors
oped insead  for  plagaism. Ther references 10 the book, moreover,
have been sdedive weeer not n e wih ter veas wes amited
There are, of couse, other books that present everts in a diferernt
ightt but the repots auhos chose, lkewise, o owrook them in
faor o toe n e wh ter dat

7- Pagei o te epat ocons  te dovg seemet ‘n 1981
theMaojahedinleadershipfledtoFranceandformedtheNational
Councilof Resistance (NCR)with other Iranian opposition
movements.” Thestatement,quotedwithoutattribution,isoneof
numerous inaccuraces i Abrahamian's  book. © The National  Cound
ofResistancewasformedinTehran,where Mr.Rajaviannounced
the development in a press release.

8 Hsewhere, the repot dams that ‘wihn  afew years the NCR
becameamereshell,” oanotherexactquotationfromAbrahamian’s
book whose source was not cited.

9 Oredf the repots more contoted  daims—that  ‘the  devical
regme in Tehran, aware of the Moahedin's  unpopulariy, attempts
todiscreditmanyafitsopponentsbyfalselylinkingthemtothe

4
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[Mojahedin]”  2—hasalsobeen borrowedfromtheauthorof The
lanan  Magahedn . Again, there is no menton of the source.

10- The pincial souces o the repot,  namely the  aforementioned
bookandotherscitedbytheauthors, besidestheirnumerous
inaccuracies, ae generdly outdaied and do not coredly  dept  the
presert sate of te lenan Ressance. The lanan  Moahedn , for
example,waswrittenfrom1984to1986andpublishedin1989.

Anotherbook, TheUnitedStatesandlran ,waspublishedin1982.
Most of the newspaper artides to which the repot refers  also date
back 0 the 1980s.

11-Onesourceis TheGuifiWar, abookaboutthelranHragqwar
whoseauthorhardlyqualifiesasanlranexpert.Indeed, his
knowledgeoflranianaffairsissolimitedthat,forexample,he
identifies Nooreddin Kianour,  the Tudeh Paty Secretary Generd,
as e Moghedn's depuly Secelmry Gened ¥ Ths emor s analogous
tomistakingacommunistpartyleaderfortheleaderofthe
Democratic  Party or President  Clinton.

12- Another source died by the authors s Ehsan Narag, a high
ranking  exofical o te SAVAK Afler the revoluion Nerag changed
sdes and ket his senices 1o the Khomeni regime. Accoding o his
ownwiten  account, he was adose oonfidart  of the shah's wie and
metfrequentlywiththe shahandshahbanuthroughoutthefinal
days of the Pahlav rde, in December 1978 and January 1979. Despie
ater ashot dint in pison, and he became a major theoretican of
the regime's  suppression. In his books, Narag blames the opposiion
and Moghedn for most of te exeauions, toture  and kiings by the
Khomeiniregime.Iraniangovemmentnewspapersarerepletewith
hisinterviews,inwhichNaragihasattackedtheMojahedin.His
collaborationwiththemullahsissoextremethatheendorsed
Khomeni's desth decee for Sdman Rushde n anatide in the sae

controled weekly Kayhan Havai , staing: ‘1" view Salman Rushdie’s
bookasasacrilegeandaninsulttoMuslims.lalwaysknewthat

Westemers  were amogant,  intelectualy arogant.  This  surpasses
imperislam..” =

13- The repots  references to Mojahedin  sources  are  distorted
andoccasionallyfalse. Forexample, thestatementthatVoiceof
Mojahedradioreported Mojahedin attacks ontheregime’s
represeniaives aoad s tolly besdess Therado never had such

5
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a broadcast;,  a transcript of the relevant program is available  for
review. The Foreign BroadcastInformation Service's (FBIS)

fransiation of the boadcast wes emoneous, as the Moghedn  informed
the sevoe n wing a te tme ¥

14 Therepot dtes a Wal Steet Jouma  arice, pubished  on
Ocober 4, 194, for chages about te Moahedns inemal  affais.
The authars, however, agan fal to de te Moghedn's response 1o
thatarticle,publishedbythe Joumal  onOctober19,199%4, ®and
distributed by tree US. Congessmen as a ‘Dear Coleague’ letier. ©
In gered, t 5 evdent ta te Sae Depatment hed ie nerest
n te vast maoity of the thousands of afdes  witen n te pest
12yearsabouttheMojahedinandiranianResistanceinvarious
countries; the authos insead sougtt rather Sale,  undistinguished
material  wih which to attack the Moahedin.

15-Thereportinseveralinstancesreferstodispatchesby
intemational news agencies in accusing the Mojahedin of bombings
vidimizing inocent  bysanders.  ® Adoser ook reveals tet al  such
news items were quotaions  fom the Khomeini regime's  news sources,
andimmediatelydeniedbytheMojahedin.Inmaostcases,thesame
newsagenciescaredtheMaojahedindenials. ATheauthorsofthe
repot  sawno need to refer to these denials, however. This sot of
yelow joumaism is commonto the repot as a whoe.

16- Therepot daims that onJduy 17, 1992, after ameeing wih
te g Presdet, ‘h hs saemer, Reai sad  fanen el
movements and their masses stongly  denounce the Iranian  regime’s
alliancewithU.S.imperialism,world Zionism,andregional
reacionaries to launch aggresson aganst lrag,  participate in te
bockade oni, and inerfere in the domesic affars of this safe,
steadfastcountryintheinterests of colonialschemesand
ongaces” 2

The repot connues,  “A day laler,  Voce of Moghed repoted  the
vist, noing that the meetng betveen Rajavi and Hussein has been
widely repoted by intemational news agences.” 2

For the unnfomed reader, Inking asatement supposedy issued
byMr.RajavitoaVVoiceofMojahedreportthenextdayleavesno
dout about te wverady of the saement o te rado bmoadcast  But
beyond the Sae Depatment poy, te redily s that

« Mr. Rajavi never issued any such statement nor madeany such
commernts after his Juy 17 meetng with the lragi  president

6
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*Nosuch statementorcommentswere publishedinany
Mojahedin  publication or broadcast by Voice of Moahed.

e Asrepoted by Voice of Mojghed, NewsBuletn  of Supporters
ofthePeople'sMojahedinOrganizationofiran ,andtheNational
Cound of Resstance's  monthly  publcation:

The Presdent of the Natond Coundl of Ressance confered  wih
the lag presdent  on tenorst ads by te ming mukehs in Iran
andthebombingofaNationalLiberaionArmybaseinsidelragi

tenory. Hedesobed tese ads asfgat \iodios o te oeese
e ademeszed tat EnOE, nenertionst ads hy the ning
regimeiniranhadcontinuedthroughoutthepreviousyearand

woud - continue... %

OnJuly17,anAFPwirestoryreportedthatthemeetingdealt
withthe April1992bombingofanNLAbaseandpriorterrorist
operaions by e regme againgt e Moghedn insde  lag  tenioy.
Remarksatapressconference by MohammadMohaddessin, then
Drectr  of Intemational Relions for the Moghedn, the foloning
dayinParis,andcoveredextensivelybyAgenceFrancePresse, %
concurwiththeaforementionedaccount. Therefore, the State
Depatments  relerence 0 te meeng, dredy o indiredly quating
local media, were dissingenuously attributed to Mr. Rajv. As this
exampe  lustrates, the Depatments refusd  t© engage in a dislogue
wih the Moghednwas intended to gwe the authos of the repot a
frre hand in mistepresenting the Mojahedin.

17- The authors also poray  routne  congratulatory telegrams
fom the NCRPresident onthe annversaty of the lragi natonal  day
as daming. f so, howae weto interpret congratulatory telegrams
fromPresidentsReaganandBushtoPresidentSaddamHusseinon
the same occasionin previousyears? The NCR President’s
congratulatory tlegams on the natonal days of Fance, the United
States, Jordan, Turkeyandmanyothercountriesaresimilarly
routine.PerhapstheauthorsareimplyingthelranianResistance
shoud folow ther lead in such matters. After afirming, abeit
sarcasticaly, that Rapd wes epeed fom Fance and went o Irag,
it is inconsistent to faut hm for engaging in cusomay oourteses
wih te pesdent of te host county.

18- Todiscreditthe Mojahedinasacredible source, the

Department  refers 1o the 1990 report by Mr. Reynaldo Galindo  Poh,

7
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the SpecialRepresentativeofthe UnitedNationsCommissionon

HumanRighs onlan. I says thet fdonng atp © lan,  he fourd
some Moghedin  allegations neccuraie” % Spedd  representatives of
theUnitedNationsHumanRightsCommissionhavetodateprepared

some 21 repots  about the  violations of humanighs in lan. In al
of tese repots, indudng the 10 repots  ssued by Mr. Gaindo Pohl
aftertheonequotedbythe State Department,hehasconsistently

used e Moghedn niomaion  due 0 is  releblly and authentaly.
Buttheauthorshavenotmentionedanyofthem. The 1990report
wasanexceptiontotherule. DuringMr.GalindoPohl'seight-day

fip to Tehran, the Khomeini regime resoted to different schemes
and provided emoneous  information to prevent the formulation of a
comprehensve  repot. Regrettably, it was partaly successiul The
Specal Represeniaive  dd indcate  at the tme tat due o his shot
fp, hedd nat have suficent time © ofer aocompee assessmet o
thesituationandthatmostofhistimewasspentwithgovernment

officials. The 1990 repot  was criicized for s deficences and
inaccuracies by intemational human ights  organizations and nearly
1,000parliamentarians,includingalargenumberof American

congressmenandsenators. z
Discrepancies
19 Accoding o the reporfs  introduction, ‘fesponsibiity for
preparingthereportwasdelegatedtothe SecretaryofStatebya
presidentialmemorandumdated July26,1994.” ZInotherwords,

the Department had no responsiiity visais the matter prior to
ths date. Acualy, Congress hed requred the President 1o prepare
thereport, notthe State Department. OnJuly 26, however,Ms.
Shemman wiote in response to aletter  from Rep. Robert Tormiceli:
‘Weare preserly consuing  on the repot  wih te NSC. and oher
agencies.”  ZFurthermore,inherJuly26letter, Ms.Shermanhas
enumeratedtheverysamefindingssheclaimed,subsequenttothe
repofs  reease, had been reached afer muchresearch,  consultation
withlraniansandexperts,etc. Therefore, isobviousthatthe
findingsofthereportwerepredetermined,andthatclaimsof‘a
comprehensve  review”’  and consuliations wih alarge crosssection,
e, ae beses

Inierestingly, domg  te pubicaion o te 4lpege repot the
State Departmenthasagainsentananti-Mojahedinlettertoa

8
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numberofrepresentatives,stating, WWebelievethatthereport
contains  accurate  and cument  information on the Maahedn and ther
positions, drawing  on information disseminated by the group itseff
Wealsoconsultedwithacademicandgovemmentalexperts,many
of whomare in contact wih Moghedin” ¥ The rest of the threepage
Her 5 eedy idenicd D the Wy BHer st © Repeseaie
Taid
20- The repot  pupots  the Moahedn changed their tone in 1981
andbegantospeakmoreofdemocracy. Thefirstexpressionof
Mojahedinideologyaimedatattracting\Westernsupportwas
publishedin1981whenBani-SadrandRajaviissueda Covenant
for the Naiord Cound of Resslance”  te repot rebies = “Smiar
inmany respectstothe Minimum Expectations Programthe
Mojahedinhadoutlinediniranin1979,the Covenantpromised
simultaneously to esabish ademocracy and to dedare Idam  as the
neionel  relgon. t futer pormsed regped for od  betes.” 2
thepassagecontinues. Theauthors latterobservationconfimms,
cotay © ter dam afew bhes eale, thet demodacy hed deary
been a pvoad  pont in the Moahedin program snce 1979, not 1981
Anyone familiar in one way or another with the poliics of the
postrevolutionarylranwellremembersthattheMojahedin'smain
pointofcontentionwiththetheocraticregimeestablishedby
Khomeiniwasdemocraticfreedoms."Itwasonthisbasisthatthe
Moghedn boyooted  the  consiitiional referendum  ©  instiutionalize
te piape o whate fgh  hevg reded  such apidde ashn
vosion o te reio’s  fee Wl ®
21-Onpagell itisstated: TheMojahedinclaimtheydonot
targetciviiansinlran.Weareunabletoconfirmorrefutethis
assettion” In the Becuive Summary, page i, however, the authors
dedare:  “The Moghedn are responsble  for vident attacks in Iran
22-Thereportclaimsthatin1988,theMojahedinwerewiped
out ¥ Hsewhere, anlag Kudish leader, Jald Taeban, s quoed
as saying, ‘5000 Iranan Mojghedin joined Saddam’s forces in the
betle for KiK' ®in 1991 It s not dear howthe Moghedn, wiped
ot n 1983 ooud muser afoce of 5000 for one betle done, three
yeas ber. s oovous, homnever, that once te authos had set out
D duge te mihs n Tehen they & siied n any fabicaion
or discrepancy. Again, minimum noms of famess ddate a lkast a

9
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reference  to the Mojahedin's denial, published by Reuters and the
Associated Press at the tme. * The Mojahedin  categorically denied
ay ndemert n Kikk o te el for & asdeged by Taeben
whosefabricationwasmeanttoencouragethemullahstokeepup

te bw o Unds g tu, e

Distortions

23 Oeeampe o te sot of fasicaion and dstorion o faos
prevalentinthereportistheclaimthat:“Analystsassumethat
SaddampermittedtheNLAtocrossintolran[inMarch1991]in
oder o sgnd tat hewoud not erae  lanan  suppot for a Shia
upising  in southem  Irag” ¥ The NewYork Times of June 5, 1991 and
The Times of London of Apl 2, 1991 are dted as the sources of this
cdam.  The NLAs forces never cossed into Iran in March 1991; the
onlysourceofclaimstothecontraryistheKhomeiniregime. The
NewYok Times atide  in quesion aleges no such cossng.  Onthe
conrary, the aide  quoes a Moghedn official as saying tat the
regme's foces hed entered Irag  teniory o atack te NLA Times
of London also pointed out that the lranian regime had made such a
dam. It repoted the Moghedin's statements as wel.  Nether dd
Times of London mention any comments by “analysts” on this  matter.
NLAforces capiured several  of Khomeni's toops.  These POWSs, later
handedovertothelnterationalRedCross, stressedthatthey
belonged to a contngent  of 20,000 Revolutionary Guards, crossing
the boder t atack the lanan Ressance. *#

24-Thereportstatesthatin1993, MaryamRajavisucceeded
Massoud Raavi  as the ‘fure Presdent of Ian” * Mr. Rgav  never
held ts posiion In August 1993 te Nationd Cound of Ressiance
geded Ms Rapi aste fuue Pesdet o klen for the tansiond
peiod. ©

25-ThereportstatesthatMaryamRajavihadpreviouslyheld
the posion  of ‘NCR seceary-generd” “4Ths & aso fase.  The NCR
hasneverhadsuchapost,norhasMrs. Rajavioccupiedany
equvaet  posion n e NCRAdualy, befoe her dedon  as fuue
Ian Presdent, Mrs. Raav  had no offical post in te Cound.

26 Therepot saes tat Mr Raavi wesamesed and imprisoned
in 1972 and wes kept in prison unil 1979, ©? Mr. Raav was amested
bytheshah’'sSAVAKnotin1972butonAugust23,1971.Hewas
freedfromprisononJanuary21,1979asaresuttofthepopular

10
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upisng aganst  the sheh's  didatorship.

27-ThereportstatesthattheNational CouncilofResistance
has set up eight commitees. “ This is also wong In August 1993,
theNCRannouncedtheformationof18committeesandmadethe
namesoftheirchairpersonspublic. “Thesaidstatementwas
fowarded 1t the State Department at the tme. Appeasig Tehran's
Mulahs publishedinSeptember1994andsenttotheDepartment,
aso repoed  the fomaton  of 18 committees.

28-ThereportidentifiesMohammadHosseinNaqdi,theNCR
representative in taly, assasshated in March 1993 in Romeby the
mulshs  tenonists, as te head of the Moghedins Romedfice. M.
Nagdiwasawel-knownsecularmemberofthe Councilandnevera
memberoftheMojahedin.

29- The repot  quotes Ehsan Narag, the operafive  both for the
shah'sSAVAKandthemullahs'regime,assaying, TheMojahedin
assistedintheidentification,arrest,andexecutionofalleged
supportersoftheshah'sregime. Thousandsoftheseindividuals,
presumedtobeopponentsofthenewKhomeinigovernment,were
sentencedtodeath by Ayatollah Khalkhali, the head ofthe
Revouonary ~ Trbunal also known as the ‘hanging  judge”  “

Baming the atrociies of the hangng judge onthe Mojahedn is
the kind of le that only the authors of the State Depatment coud
cded for the posecuion of te leades of te shahs regme and te
eposue o ther aimes They a0 stessed  the need for pubic  tigs
adthe pesence o the uy. Aphbic td tey & woud not oy
reved the atrodiies by he shah's regme, bu wil aso peet te
o e Moghedn in the amest and execuion o ‘e suppoters of the
shehs regme’ s absouey fase  Those sought afer by the Pasdaran
(The Guards Corps)fromthe beginningwere the Mojahedin
sympathizers. Ashestatedlateron, Khalkhalihadexecuted
thousands of peope accoding to Khomenis — handwwitten decee.  In
addion © somed te dicas o e dahs regme, te vdims  wee
byandlargethe Khomeiniregime’sopponents,includingthe
MojahedinanddissidentKurds.

30 The repot  ocontends  thet, “In 1986, for example, after he had
relocated 1t g, Rajpv  uniaeraly dssoved the PMOIs Central
Commitee and personaly  appointed a 500person  Central  Coundl” %

11



DemocracyBetrayed

The satement s ampe poof of te auhos tolal  lack of knowledge
of the Mojahedin's studure  and modus operandi . Firstly, the 575
member Central  Cound ook steps in 198485 0 democraticaly adapt
© te omganzation's govng ranks In be 1985 te Ced Cound
n Pais dedded © dssove the Pdiica Bueau (hen the Moghednis
highestdecision-makingbody,consistingof20members)andthe
Central Committee, and toreplace themwith an Executive
Committee,encompassingabroaderrangeofthemembership,as
the highest decision-making body in the organization. Mr. Rajawvi,
thenSecretaryGeneraloftheMojahedin,announcedthechangeon
February8,1986,inaspeechatAuvers-sur-OiseinFrance. The
change, therefore,wasdecideduponandapprovedbytheCentral
Councl, not, as the repot contends, uniaterally implemented by
Mr. RajaM. Futhermore, it occured in Pas, not afer te moweto
feq
Secondly, the fomaton of te ‘S00person  Cerradl Cound” B
which the repot aludes, hed nothing to do with the dissoluion of
the Poitical Buesu or Cewd Commitee. The names of te ocounds
members, who induded the individuals in the Poliical Bureau and
CentralCommittee,aswellasdeputiestothe Central Committee
and the heads of vaious sedions in the organizaton, were fomaly
announcedinspring1985.Councilmembersarenominatedforthe
posion by the omanzaton's members at the various sedions.  ® The
same, democatic  process is used today. In June 1994, the Mojahedin
CentralCouncihadl,647members. “TheMojahedin'spublications
a the tme povded detaled repots on these changes.
31-Thereporthasquoted remarksby“anlranianjurist”
identiied as ‘Ragvis  fomer atomey’ P fom an atide  appeaing
n te Chsan  Saence Monior of June 10, 1986. The repot  neither
mentionsthejuristsname (AbdolKarimLahijijnoraccurately
idenifies hm M. Lahi  wesnever Mr. Raads  ationey.  Hebiely
represented a Moghedn memberin 1979, The auhos  zeal to comidt
presumably precuded ther cheddng for accuracy, and they repeated
the joumalists eror.  Uness, of couse, the Sae Depatment woud
not distinguish betveen the two, in which case one can ask whether
the Department considers a lawyer for any member of the Democratic
Paty as representing the US. President In ths way, the reports
auhors have tied 1t poduce acedbe winess so tat in the next
steptheycouldexploithishostileremarksagainstthelranian

12
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Resistance. lahi s wel knownin the lanan ede communiy for
collaboratingwiththemullahsingatheringinteligenceonthe
Moghedn. The Christan  Scence Monior  quoted him in a different
issueofthepaperassaying,‘lamnotcommittedtothelslamic
regnes dovid ad|iwl mun D myoouity as soon as possbe”  ®
In that article, he said that the figures on execuion vidims and
poiical pisones ded by te lenen  Ressance  are ‘exegoeraed”
IraniansopposedtotheKhomeiniregimeviewsuchstatementsas
being tantamount O repeniance for one's ‘past enos’  visais the
ning regme. f te auhos seek © lend aedbily o ter repot
by gering © such indvduals, tey ae oy dsoedig themseles.
3P Acher eampe o facud  dsortion gyeas n te potaya
o nondet ads o poest i dferent oounties, indudng  that
againsttheregime’sForeignMinisterwhenvisitingPotsdam,
Germany,asviolentactsofterrorism. 52 |nPotsdam, Iranians
protesting aganst the vist by adeegaion fom the regime, threw
several  egos at Velayat’s motorcade.  Nether  the Gemman police  nor
govemment desabed te proest  as a tenoist ad

In ight o ths concem tat the secuiy of te regmes Foegn
Ministerwasjeopardizedbylegitimateprotests, theabsenceof
equvalent  dismay at the regme's ScudB missie  attacks, ar raids
\iolating the noy zone ad moter atacks onte Moghedn appeass
eecdly sak Thee 5 ao te mater o daees n te oue
and assassination of Ressance adivists. Owver 100000 peope have
beenmurderedbythe Khomeiniregimeonpoliticalcharges. A
detaled list of over 20000 names has been presented to the human
ghts bureau of the State Department in previous years. And there
isthematteroftheDepartment'snonchalanceabouttheregime’s
vioksion o the noly zone abowe the Bh pad

3B Therepat mes © te adviies o te Mogheds diice n
Austdia. ® The Moghedn have never had an ofice in Austdia  and,
therefore, noreferencetosuchanofficehaseverappearedin
Mojahedinpublications. Thisfactcaneasilybecheckedwiththe
Asrsian authoriies.

34 The report  contends that the Kurdistan  Democratic  Party  of
en KDP) ey  deaded © keave te Naiond Cound o Ressance
in 1986. % This, agan, s emoneous. OnApil 9, 1985 the NCRwoed
unanimouslytoexpeltheKDP,duetoitscontactswithkKhomeini's
Revolutionary Guards Cops, in violation of the NCRs constiuon.

13
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The KDPs expulson  foloved  a siximonth  grace period, duing  which
it wasencouraged to sever lnks with the regme. At the tme, the
MojahedinandNCRpublicationsaswellasotherlranianmedia

fomaly announced the matter. The reevant  NCRresolution states:
‘The Kurdish Democratic Party of Ilan's dwvergence of opinion  with
othermembersoftheNational CouncilofResistance,whichhas

crined fr saed mots, 5 ol et patys  poicd negoliaions
withtheKhomeiniregime,”addingthatiftheKDPdidnot‘openly
prohibitandcondemnanypoliicalnegotiationwiththeKhomeini

regimebysigningthe presentdocument, likeallothercouncil
members’thenfurthercooperationbetweentheNCRandtheparty

woud be ‘melevant” %

Ater is equson fom te Naional Cound of Ressance, the
KDPrepeatedly soughttomeetwiththe Mojahedinleadership.
Contrarytothereport'scontention, therequestsformeetings
connued untl  1987. Oneletter  requestng t meet and negotiate
wih the Mojahedin leadership, signed by the former KDPSecretary
General, Abdo-RahmanQassemlou,isdatedMarch13,1987. %Bound
by te Apd 1985 Cound  resolution, however, the Moghedn refused
therequestuntilsuchtimeastheKDPhadshunnedrelationsand
negotiations with the Khomeini regime.

35 Therepot  futher oconends that Abol Hassan BaniSadr  left
te Coud becase o Rapds  unbed decson © te te Coud
o g’ % Agan, tis s unrue, as attested by documents pubished
aboutMr. Bani-Sadr'sexpulsionfromtheNational Council of
Resstance.

*TheNCRhasestablishednoaliancewithiragnoranyother
aourty.
e The decson for Mr. RaaM 0 meet Mr. Tarig Azz in Pais weas
approved by al Coundl members, induding  Mr. BaniSadr.  Two days
pior t© M. Raais pubic meeting wih Mr. AzZz on January 9, 1983
in Paris, Mr. BanFSadr sought a secret meeting with Tariq Aziz at
anotherlocation,whichhecanceledafterbeinginformedofivir.

Raavis meetng in hs resdence. % In hs book, t© which te repot
refers, M. BaniSadr confims that he was infformed  of the meeting
beforehand, andthat he had ageed 0 it %

*TheNCR'sPeacePlanwasratifiedonMarch13,1983,bya
unanimous wvote, and sgned by Mr. BaniSadr.  In the introduction to
the pan, the Coud stesses,

14
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The National Councilof Resistance... after sixmonths of

comprehensive  deliberations and consultations amed at achieving
ajust peace, folowing the meeing between te lag  Vice-Premier,
Mr. TarigAziz,andthe Presidentofthe National Council of

Resstance, Mr. Massoud Rajav, and in view of te jont  communiqué
ofJanuary9,1983 whichwasissuedattheendofthemeeting,

presens IS  peace pan

*Thepeaceplan,alongwiththeaforementionedintroduction,
was published at the tme in Mr. BaniSadrs  newspaper. ® Acopy of
theoriginaldocumentwithMr. Bani-Sadr'ssignaturewasalso
pubished.  Therefore, the authos corerion  that Mr. BanSadr
kft te Cound because of ‘Raavis  uniatera decson o te the
Coud D g B asgex ke

o Acualy, Mr. BaniSad’'s  expuson  from the NCR, unanimously
approvedinMarch1984, €2 occurredayearaftertheapprovaland
publication of the NCRPeace Plan. As explaned by the NCRin Api
1984, ® Mr. BaniSadr was expeled for his poliical incination 0
searchformoderateswithintheregimeanddreamsofretumingto
hisformerpatron, Khomeini,andmoderatinghisregime. The
substance  of Mr. BaniSad's  secet  comespondence  of Juy 23, 1984,
withKhomeini,discoveredbyResistanceactivistsinlran,was
subsequenty  unvelled,  along wih acopy of the handwwiten letter
bearingMr.Bani-Sadr'ssignature. Thisletterconfimsthatthe
alegations medeby the repots authos ae imaid

36-ThereporthasmentionedtheUnionofiranianCommunists
as an eay memberof the NCR® This also is emoneous.  This group,
knownasthe  Sarbedaran inlran,wasneveramemberoftheNCR
andis not asgatoy o awy o the Counds  documents, dedarations
o pans. Asatement by the Secretariat of the Nafonal Cound of
Resstance  about the goup, pubished on February 4, 1983, dariies
e owng  pors

e The Union of lranian  Communists issued a statement  dedaring
is suppot of te NCRIO days aftr the NCRS fomation in Iran, on
August 1, 198L

o About ayear laer, a represeniative fom te goup taved D
Pais and submited awitten request for the groups membership in
the Cound. This request wesreviewed and approved in the Cound's
August20meeting,andthedecisionpublishedinthe Council's
buletin. Inexplicably, however, a represeniative for the goup wes
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notnamedandnooneappearedinthatcapacity.
Duringthisperiod,thegroupwashithardbytheKhomeini
regime, and essentially destoyed.  They staged an uprisihg in the
nothen dy of Amd on January 25, 1983, as aresut  of which 22 of
theirmemberswerearrestedandexecuted.
*Norepresentativefromthegroupeverparticipatedinthe
Council. OnMarch23,1984, thesurvivingmembersannouncedina
statementthatbecausetheyhadlostcontactwithmanymembers
ater ‘the maydom of agreat number of our leaders and members,”
and aso due o difierences of gpnon about jonng te Cound, the
UnionoflranianCommunistsneverparticipatedinthe Council's
meetings and “is notamember of the National Council of
Ressance”
37- The repot  also mentons the Howyat group as an ealy NCR
member, & whileallegingthatMr. Bani-Sadr'sandthe KDP’s
departures “prompted amass exodus and discouraged new
membership” The lranian  People’s Fedayeen Guenilas - Folowers
ofthe  Hoviyat ProgramactuallysoughtmembershipintheNCRon
September 6, 1934 - aftr M. BanFSad’s expuision  and in the heat
o the dsoussons about the KDPs equuson. In a subsequent  session,
the Cound approved and announced s membership. i is thus dear
thatthe authors have again soughtto portray the NCR as
undemocratic by distoring the facs.
AsMr.Rajavi,theCouncilsofficialspokesman,hasdedared
frequenty  since the NCR's inception, democratic,  independent  and
nationalist princpes ae o aiica impotance,  as confmed by the
experienceoftheshah’'sandKhomeini'sdictatorships. Unlike
Khomen, ‘we wl not seek unty at any pice wih vaious peope in
Pais, and then vioenty remove them after ganing power in Iran,
he stessed.  The NCRs insistence on these  principles dicated the
expulsionofBani-SadrandQassemlou. ltisbothmendaciousand
unaccepiable 0 potray difierences oer such quesions  as moderating
the mulehs or mantinng reltions  with Khomein's  Revolutionary
Guards, as adfierence  ower aladk of demodacy n te Cound. It
becauseofthesedifferencesthattheseformermembersoftheNCR
haveforfeitedtheircredibilitywiththe Iranianpeopleand
intemationalcircles. Today, Bani-Sadrisanon-entity. TheKDP
sufferedaschisminMarch1988;fiteenmembersoftheparty’s
poiburo  as wel as members and depuies 1o IS cenral  commitee
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st  to fom anewpaty. The NCR,in contast, has enoyed greater
stature  and credibiity as the only democratic  altemative to the
mulhs  relgous, tenonst ddatorship. At te tme o BanSad’s
expulson,  the NCRhad only 15 members; today, it has 235 members,
halfofwhomarewomen.

Murder of Americans

38-ThereportaccusestheMojahedinofassassinatingsix
Ameican dizens  in te 1970s; Lt Co Hawkins, Co. Sdeefler, Lt
Co. Tumer, and tree Rodwel Intemational employees.  The report
addsthat theattacksontheRockwellemployeesoccurredonthe
anniversaryofthearrestofaMojahedinmember,RahmanVahid
Arakteh, for the muder of Coonels Scheefler and Tumer” © There
ae saed ems  ddotons and dsaepandes n s sedon o the
repot  which confim the Mojahedn's account of the evers.

ThereisnosuchpersonasRahmanVahidAfrakhteh. Thisname
mistakenlycombinesthenamesoftwobrothers,RahmanAfrakhteh,
whowes never sefiously  involved  in any poliical aciiy, and Vahd
Afrakhteh.

Vahd Afrakhteh is wel known for his role in the couyp against
the Moghedn in the mid1970s. Assocating  him and atiribuiing his
subsequent actons to the Moahedin is completely  unjustfied. In
fact, heparticipatedintheassassinationofseveralMojahedin
members,includingMajid Sharif-VagefiandMohammad Yaginiin
1975.Hewasarrestedbytheshah’'sSAVAKinthespringof1975
and executed in ealy 1976.

39-Thereportacknowledgesthattheassassinationofthe
Rockwellemployeesoccurredontheanniversaryof Afrakhteh’s
arest ® Thergfore, the assassinations may be presumed t©o have been
the work of his associates, not the Mojahedin, whowere themselves
victimsofhimandhisgang.Adocumentfrom 1976, containing
frdngs by American  oficals onthe Rodwel  assassaions, atiests
tat te assassis beonged © the ‘fanen Peoges Stugges (PS)
agroupidentified asresponsible formany pastattackson
Americans.  °Thename“Mojahedin"wascertainfywellknowntothe
shehs regme and American  dficals n 1976, the repot isef  Saes
thatthename“Mojahedinfirstappearedin1972. Thereport's
authors,claimingtohaveconsultedothergovemmentagenciesin
prepaing  the repot, must have had access to this document
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40-Finally thestrongestevidencethattheMuslimMojahedin
werenotinvolvedintheassassinationsoftheaforementioned
Americans are the statements issued by ther  assassins. The first,
dated May 22, 1975, regadng the assassinations of Col. Scheeffer
and Lt Co. Tumer, bears the Mojahedin emblem, wihout,  honever,
the tradiional Quanc vese a the top, esiabishing thet &t s the
wok of the Mandst infitrators. The tone used in the satement is
ao indcave ots B "

Inasecondstatement,datedJuly3,1975,theemblemagain
bds te Quanc erse, esabishing thet t beonged  the Mands
The witers  accept  responshiity for ‘the wunsuccessful  attempt 1o
assassinateanAmericandiplomat.” 2Thetoneandwording,again,
indcate  that it wesunelaled to the Moahedn.

Athid sttement, dated August 28, 1976, takes responsibiity
forthedeathsofthreeRockwellemployees. TheMojahedinemblem
5 dogeter  abset B

Itis, therefore, obviousthattheassassinationshavebeen
emoneously  attributed to the Mojahedin, whowere not involved in
them. Asthe Moghedn have darified, aer te amest of al ter
leadersandthemajorityoftheirmembersin1971,agrouptook
advantageofthesituationandexpropriatedtheMojahedinname.

41- The repot  dams that in recent months, the Mojahedin and
NCR havetriedto associate themselves with Dr. Mohammad
Mossadeq 0 enhance ther  aedbity. Ths 5 anoher case of baant
fabrication. Since ther foundation, the Moghedn have emphasized
ter ogd o Ulig te dpdes o te by o las  reioel
moemert In hs defense before te shahs milay  tbund, 23 years
ago in sping 1972, Massoud Ragvi  siaied  before  joumalists present
incourt:“Withthebackingofthelranianpeople, thelateDr.
Mossadeq cameto power 0 get the law passed o nationaize Iranian
o I wesfor tis reason that the peoge gave him te rens o power
Hs govemment wasthe only legal govemment in Iran. | do not need
to elaborale  on Mossadegs govemment  polices... Mycoleagues  and
| are te chiden of Dr. Mossadeq and have fosaken personal  careers
and wedh” Tenyeas ke, onJduy 29 1981, te anvesay of te
naiorwide  uprising  that restored Dr. Mossadeq in 1952, Mr. Rajavi
announcedtheformationoftheNational CouncilofResistanceof
len te demooac derebe 0 te Egos et ddsiodp
TheNCRandMojahedin’spublicationsandmessages,aswellas
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statements by Rajavi  and other  dfficials of the lranian  Resistance
frequenty  extol Dr. Mossadeq.

ObverseLogic

42- Feeing the pressue  of Congress and the pubicc,  boh of whom
hadexpressedconcemaboutthemethodinwhichthereportwas
being prepared, and reacing to charges of appeasing the mulahs,
Ms.Shermanwasobligedtoemphasizeinherletter,accompanying
the report, that the State Departments postion  on the Mojahedin
dd not mpy ‘supot for te behevr o the ot egme n Bt #
Shedidnot,however,mentionthe Department'slong-standing
pasitionfavoringdialoguewiththeterroristsrulinglran. This
penchanthadbeenrepeatedlyenunciatedbythe Bureauof Near
EastemAffairs.PerhapsMs.Shemansoughttosaveface, butthe
athos ae wal anae o te mpications of sobesed armpot aganst
a naiorwide,  just ressance movement In the wold of Regjpoltk
thisreportistantamounttoappeasementoftherulingregimein
Iran.  The mulahs,  consequently, were not ofended by Ms. Shemrman's
apologetc  comments, and welcomed the repot  (See chapter ) In
contrast, Tehran's  dictators lashed out at members of Congress for
havingurgedthattheMojahedinbeheard.

ff Ms. Sherman and her Department are sincere  in rewvoking  therr
cal for dalogue wih the regime, the least that can be expected s
tet tey sae ts posion  diicaly. Wenvie te Sae Depatmert
to announce that the United States wil not engage in any dialogue
wih the nling regme in Iran, onthe grounds that it has executed
tens of thousands of peope for polical reasons, assassnates s
opponentsabroad, lackssupportamongthelranianpeople,has
esebisned abua  ddaorshp ad thereiore does nat legiimately

repesent ks peope.
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Secion 523 of the Foreign Relaions  Authorization Act of FY 1994
95calledonPresidentClintonforacomprehensiveandobjective

reportonthe People’sMojahedinOrganizationoflran.Inthe
proceedingsthatledtotheamendment'sadoption, theconference

commitee uged those preparing  te repot o consut  and Bk wih
the widest range of peope possbe whencompling the repot”  and
notedthat ‘nothinginthissectionisintendedtoprejudge’the

Mojahedin. 1!

Dialogue

Despte the commitee’s emphasis, the State Department dd not
complywitheitherrequirement. The Departmentrefusedtomeet
withrepresentativesofthe MojahedinorNational Council of
Resistance and adopted a biased approach in preparing the report
This was a cause of increasng  concem to members of the House and
Senate.Manywrotetothe State Department, stressingthatthe
Department  should meet wih the subect of the report

Representativel incolnDiaz-Balartwrotetothe Secretaryof
Sae

laminterestedinascompleteareportaspossible,andrequestthatin
compying wih the povsons  of tis  legisiation, emly possbe efot be
madetomeetandconsultdirectlywithrepresentativesofthePeople’s
Mojahedinoflran.Undoubtedly,suchameetingwouldcontributetothe
competeness  and impartially o ts repot..

t woud be hepl for te Depatment of Sate  desgnae  a spedic
representative whowoud at as the flaison  wih this opposion goup duing
the pepaaion o tis repot 2
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In another leter t the Secetary of State, Congressman Wilam

L Clay expressed the concems of the Iranian-American community,
wing

Those with whoml met were particuiarly dstubed by the suggeston  of one
StateDepartmentofiiciawhoindicatedthatthefundamentalistiranian
regimeisa'permanentfeature.” Tothasewhoaresincerelydedicatedto
democracyandhumanrightssuchaconcessiontoabrutaldictatorshipis

most discouraging.

Congress has requested  that the Administraion repot  on the Peopes
Mugheddn, which s the pwodl foce of the Naiond Cound of Resstnce
(NCR). The NCRs recognzed as the main lranian  opposiion  to the present
lenien  regme and consders  isef 0 bethe fooe for ceaing @ democatc
governmentinlran. Forthesereasons, manyIranian-Americanshave
expressedaninterestintheAdministration'sreportandhavesuggested
that it woud be most vausbe i the Administaion esiabishes  a dialogue
wih the Natonal Councd of Ressnce in connecion wih tis repot  As
onewhohasalwaysadvocatedcommunicationsaskeytounderstanding
and progress, | concur wih tis seniment and beleve that a didlogue  with
the  NCRwould be most beneficial for al pates. @

Cak for anewappoach and expressons of hope that there  woud

ewlhe an undestanding  towards  establishing democacy in Ian  were
abundant SenatorJohnF.Kerry,Chairmanofthe Subcommitteeon
Temoism,  Naroolics  and Intemational Operations,  had folowed  the
issue dosdy. Hewwote t© anlanan  in Massachusetts:

| can assue you tet tis povson N nowaycas for a recondiaion wih
the Rafsanani regme. It is myhope that you and | are both in pursut  of
the sameodbedives  of acheving democaic  govemment and poltical reform
nen adtet ts eausion w deveop b a futul ddogue. 4

Congressman Robert  G. Toniceli, Chaiman of the Subcommitee

onWesternHemisphereAffairs,wroteinaletterto Assistant
Secelary  of Sate Robert Peletreau:

22

| amextremely  concemed by information | have receved fom the Iran Desk
a the State Department that there are curenty no pans to consut with
members of the People's Mugheddn, or the Natonal Cound of Resistance,
of which it 5 amember, n the couse of developng ths repot It wes boh
stated and assumed duing  deliberations on this provison  that an honest
assessment could not occur without  such consultation. 5

Regrettably, the Depatment of State responded t© such cals by
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reiteratingoldaccusationsagainsttheMojahedinandrefusedto
conductameaningfuldiscussion, therebyrevealingthatthose
preparingthereportwerenctinterestedinthecomprehensive,
obectve  repot  Congress had required.  The Departments  replies

members of Congress confirmedthatdespite the conference

(0]

commitee’s  emphasis on no preudgments,  the authors  of the report

had reached ther ocondusons  before any seious  review.
JointAction

OnSeptember21,1994, Representatives TorriceliandDan
BurtonannouncedinapressconferenceonCapitolHillthata

biparisan coaliion n Cogess, ocrnsdig o 98 repeseniaives, had
caledonSecretaryofState\WarrenChristophertoensurethata
comprehensiveandfairreportontheMojahediniscompiled,and

that the organization is consuted  directly by those prepaing the
repot.  In addion to Mr. Tomceli and Mr. Buton, the leter wes

sponsoredbyeightothermembersofCongress,amongthemRonald
Dellums, ChairmanoftheHouse Armed ServicesCommittee, Ros-
LehtinenandRobertBorski, membersoftheHouseForeignAffairs

Commitee, Phip Crane, and. Theleer reads in pat,

Athorough assessment of the siuation in Ian and its major payers wil

endble us o adopt a comprehensive  and suittbe  poicy toward lan .. Our

objectivewasforthisreporttobe preparedinafairmannerwithno

preudgments,  as specfied in the Conference Committee’s repot  Weurge

you, therefore, o ensure that representatives of the Mojghedn or National
Coud o Resstae ae cosued dedy by those whopepae the report.
Therepot  will  be of itle vale wihout such consultation. 6

In the pess ocoference, M. Tomocl noed the Cogesss dede
for arewpdcy onte lanan Ressance, and aiiczed the bk of
dalogue wih the representatives of the Moghedin and the National

Cound of Resstance. He sad:

t & dificut o conceve of howan ogedve  sudy can be reached i there

wont even be aconversaion wih - a princpal paty . In te neess o te
UnitedStatesGovemment,wewantafairreview. Butafairreview, by
necessly, reques afee and afark ocomnvesaion . Uness and ul  those
oconversaions ke pace, the spit of the law canat be compied wih, and
whatever report  is ulimately issued can be of novaue .. Therefore, we
urgetheDepartmenttoimmediatelybegintheseconversationstoallow
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It beas noing that if the Depatment cannot compy wih the wil of
the Congress, having been asked, wedo hae the opion in the fure that it
be compeled, and obviousy wewoud hope that would not be necessary. 7

Congressman Burton  ariicized the Sate Depatmenfs  ‘“onesided
vew o te s, sayng

Wealwantfreedom,democracy,andhumanrightsinlran,andthepeople

who are working the hardest in that direction ight noware the Mojahedin.
For us not o tak 1o them, as agovemment, is asedous, sSefous mistake.
Andso, | woud just say to the State Depatment, i they ae watching now,
o b te adminstaion, f tey ae wachng rnight now, ks gt onwih &
Lets get onwith the wil of Congress. Speak to the Moahedin.  They speak
for alage segment of the peope ower there, which s gowing every singe
day. Thepeopleovertherewantfreedom,humanrightsanddemocracy.We

shoud do everything wecan to bing that about @

Congressman  Toricel responded 1O reporters questions  about
whythe State Departmentrefusedtomeetwithmembersofthe
Resstance:

Itk thet there 5 afomad exause, and thees areason. Theexouse 5, of
ocouse, thet they dsageed wih the ads thet have alegedy tken pace in
the past for which tey dam the Peopes Moghedn is responsie, but
speakwithrepresentativesandtoleamabouttheorganizationandits
puposss ad, ndeed, O e as © te veady  of those  aleggions, there
5 noreason not b have a conversation. Indeed, it maymakethe consulaions
a te moe impotant for te werady of the repot

Honever, | thnk the real reason s that  incredbly, despie  the fact
that there maybe no govemment in te wold that is more in  contradicion
wih the obectives  of the United States Govemment and our pumpose in the
woid, than the govemment in Tehran, | beleve that there is a continuing
intention not o ofend or contradict somein the lanan govemment Most
Americanswouldfindthatshocking. i

CongressmanBurtonadded:

In 1987, wedd, as agovemment have adalogue wih the Mojahedin. Now
Ican'tunderstandwhywewoulddothatin1987,andnotdoittoday,
especiallyinviewofthefactthattheirsupporthasgrowniniran,not

decreased.  °

Anotherseniormemberofthe Foreign Affairs Committee,
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Congressman Gary Ackerman (D-NY), joined Representatives
Tomiceli and Buton at the conference  and released a statement  to
thepress. Inhisbulletin, CongressmanAckermanstressedthe
necessty  of esabishing adalogue wih the Moghedin:
Thelanguageinthislegislationwasintendedtoachieveanunbiased
assessment  of the resistance, with no prejudgments.  Such a repot  cannot
be accompished wihout adrect daogue. | wedo not estabish  a liaison
wih the lenan ressance now, wemaywel fogo the opportunity o pusue
areasonableandreasonedforeignpolicytowardiranwhenthestatusquo
in that beleaguered naton changes. “

Onthesameday, Senator Dave Durenberger(R-MN)issueda
press release  announdng:

SenatorDurenbergerisoneof12senatorswhohavecalledformeetings

betweenthe State Departmentandthe pro-democratPeople’sMojahedin

(pat of te enan Naiond Cound of Resseee) and s one of 100 members
of Congress who support a balanced  Presidential repot. 2

The press release revealed that the Senator had witen to the
Secelry o Sae ‘t 5 te der nent tet ts repot  be prepared
in an unblased manner and that it not be based on any prejudgments.”

TheofficecfCongressmanEdTowns(D-NY)alsoissuedanews

e Sdig

CongressmanEd TownsstressedthattheUnitedStatesmustsidewiththe
peopledfiran,notwiththedespotsrulingoverthem.Healsourgedthe

administration D esbish  ddogue wih te Naiond Cound of Ressance
o len, n oder D advae  te seeds of fiendshp  and cooperaion wih e
peope Of Fan. B

Anumberofotherrepresentativesalsowroteletterstothe
SecretaryofStatetoexpressconcemaboutthewayinwhichthe
reportwasbeing preparedandtoencouragethe Departmentto
prepareanobjectivereport.InaCongressionalhearing, Rep.
Ackerman questioned  Robert  Peletreau, Assstant Secetary  of Sate
for Near Easem Affais, onte mater and caled on hm © esabish
daloguee wih the Moghedin. Whie inssting that te repot on the
Mojahedinwouldbecomprehensive, Mr. Pelletreaurepeatedold
accusationsfromthelrangateaffairtodefendthe Department's

unusiiche poy agandt s democaic  opposiion. ¥
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The Media
Thecallforanobjectiveapproachanddialoguewiththe

represeratives of the lanan Resstance went beyond Capiol  Hil
In an edioral, The NewYok Times preserted  acandd appeal  ‘Lisen
o Al fenen  Vooes”  The edioi reed n pat

In dedng wih a ddatorship, t 5 spe pudene © BN D 5 diics
This has not been US. poicy in deding wih Iran's  dlerical tyamny.  The
State Department has shunned al contact with a key opposiion  group, the
People’sMujaheddin,whichalsohappenstobethegroupmostloudly

denouncedbylran. »

In  cicizing the Sate Depatment, the NewYok Times endorsed
the congressional wil.  The paper also stressed: ‘it is especialy
deasel tet ts bojoot B teded easawvdoy by leen mbs’

Themediacoveredthecongressionalinitiativewidely. The
WashingtonTimes ~ wrote:

TheresistanceisgainingbroadsupportinCongress,whichhascaledon

the Clintonadministrationtoproduceafreshreviewofthe Iranian

oppasition... Last week, NewJersey Democrat Robert Tormiceli and Indiana
Republican Dan Burton, bothmembers ofthe House Foreign Affairs

Committee, heldanewsconferenceontheCapitolgroundstoendorsethe

ressnce. M. Tonoek cked t ‘he most e gposion D e Teren
govemment” 1

U.S.policyonlrananditsbearingonthe StateDepartment's
appoach 0 the llanian  democraic  opposiion  were also  soutinized.
ArnoldBeichman,awell-knownresearchfellowatthe Hoover
Instiute, desabed the Sae Depatments nooonad  dude Vs
a-visthelranianResistanceasamistake. Hewrote: The State
DepartmentisonacollisioncoursewithmembersofCongresswho
tnk the tme has cometo suppot the lanan  opposiion, boh insde
and ousde te county” M. Bechman added: “Confronting the Sate
Departments  refusal 0 deal wih the Peope's Mugheedn are soores
of members of both houses of Congress pressing for support of Iran
gposion gous.” ¥

Peer Rodman, arespeced Mdde East epet sad te fdomng:

The State Department, moreover, is incined t© view lran's  revolutionary
regme as ‘deepy rmoed” n te sodely and therfore  a ‘permanent  featre”
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of the regon. The depatment is opposed to any contacts with a prominent
ede gowp, the Peopes Mugheddn, onte gounds of is Iag comedions
andpastlefismandanti-Americanism.Anunusuallybroadbipartisan
coalitionof98Housemembersand12SenatorswrotetoChristopheron
September9tourgethatthedepartmentconsultwiththeMujaheddinin
theprocessofpreparingacongressionallymandatedreportonthegroup

and its  aclivities. Gien the strategic menace represented by the  Iranian
regime, it maybe selfdefeatng to conrue to shun an apparerty  vigorous
ressence  goup that s umng o us for hep, whatever s poenance. i
cant be worse than the incumbents.  Antigovemment  riols  in eady August
inthenorthwesterncityofQazvinsuggesttheregimemightnotbea

‘pamarent faud” dler d h aycse t b dicdk D se whyte Unied
Saes shoud doit te favor of tesing & as such ®

The Bosion Globe ran an editorial aiticizing the contradictions
betweentheadministration’swordsanddeeds. Theeditorialalso
referredtotheanti-Mojahedincampaignby Tehran'slobbyin
Washington,  recaling: “The lFranian derics  demanded simlar  US.
condemnationsoftheMujahedeen-theoppositiongrouptheyfind
mostthreatening-duringtheirmissiles-for-hostagesdealswith
Reagan.” *°

The Indianapols Star s editorial sressed  the need to support
the Nafond Cound of Ressiance in countering  tenorism:

CloserrelationshetweentheUnited Statesandlranianresistancemight

helpdislodgethe presentTehranregimeandstrangleitssupportof

intemational teroism  amed at weddng the ArabHsrael peace process
and keepng the Mdde East in wmol. Raavi pomises © fom an eledive,
representativerepublicthatwilendterrorismandoppression,respect

humanrnghts and stive  for peace wih is neghbos. 2

In an analytical revew i te Houson Post, Stephen Green WoE:

Althoughthelraniangovemmentrepeatedlyhasdemonstratedthatit

has no intention of behaving as a cwviized state, American  diplomats
keep ying to find ways b nomaize US-Tehran  relations. Such efforts
ae awese of time.

Inrecognizingthatthepolicyofrefusingtodobusinesswiththe
Mojahedinisflawed, Congresshasorderedtheadministrationtomakean
‘Dojedive’ repot  on te lnen  ressance . The lw spedicaly requires
administration dficals O consut dredy  wih te Moghedn in prepaing
thereport...AsRep.GaryAckerman,D-NY,aseniormemberoftheHouse
Foreign Aflars  Commitee, has noed, the ‘language in the legislation was
intendedtoachieveanunbiasedassessmentoftheresistancewithno
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prejudgments. Suchareportcannotbeaccomplishedwithoutadirect
deoge” %

Mdde Eagt epets ao ded te cogessod — atidems o US
poicy onlran. An Amy War Colege felow,  Colonel Hany Summers,
reded te Sae Depatments poicy onthe dencal didatorship n
Iran as a‘“cowardy  appeasement policy,” adding:

In words that Great Biitain's Nevile  Chamberain, whoattempted to cuny
favorwith AdolphHitleronthe eve of WorldWarll,wouldhavefound

familiar, the Sate Depatment s once again toadying up b didators, this
tme the radical mulahs that rde Iran. “The United States is not realy
tryingtooverthrowthelranianregime,"saidRobertH.Pelletreau, the

assstant  secetary  of state for Near Eastem Aflais  duing  his  testimony
before Congress last March. “We believe  the lranian  regime is a pemmanent
e’ 2

John Hughes, a fomer State Department official, remarked:  “if
theU.S. cantalkwiththelrishRepublicanArmyandthe North
Koreansandtheformermilitaryjuntaofl. t Gen.RaoulCedrasin
Hai i 5 difick D e wyt cana epoe fae 0 fae wih the
Iranian  Mojahedin the accusations  against them.” %

The Abuguerque  Joumal  pubished an atide  caled ‘RHend o
Foe? Congress Pushes For Assessment” in which Rep. Steven Schiff
5 quoed

Athough he missed te deadine for sging the letier, Rep. Seve Schif, R-
NM,sad in arecent teephone inenew  he suppots is et “The leter
doesnotdemandthatthe State Departmentmakethesepeopleourallies,”

Schiff sad “f it wms out these people go beyond our famework, then we
shouldbackoff. Butweshouldalwaysbelookingtoseewhatopposition

goups wecan work with .. Just be openminded, objective, thats al we
ased o

In response to the accusaions madeagainst the Mojahedin, Rep.
Sahf  adoed:

‘Bven f someof the allegations um out to be tue, the State Department
should take an objective, unbiased look at the group. In that arena there
arent too manyboy socouts” he said. “Weneed o remember that Iran s the
pincpal  desiabiizer n te Mdde East” #

ThearticlealsoreferstoastatementbyRep.Joe Skeen’s

28



Pressig  for Dialogue

spokeswoman,whotoldadelegationofiranian-Americans, \WWeare
asking the State Depatment to recognze this organization and the
seriousness  of humannghts  abuses occuming in fan” %

In an atide  eniled  “Whos The Real Temonist?’ the  Natonal
Joumal  wrote;

TheMujahedin'sagentsinWashingtonaredistributingal61-pagebook,

hat of te pesses o aPas pubsher, that depues Saes assefos tat
the goup suppots  termorism, 5 nondemocaic  and lbds  sgniicant baddng
in lan. The book, Appeasig Tehvans Mulahs , accuses the State  Department
of making concessons to Ian. ®

The Miami Herald reviewed the contradictions in US. poicy on
Ian in s opnon  coumn:

Clintonhascalledlran‘theworld'sleadingsponsorofstate-sponsored

temorism’ and uged aled naions © ‘fecognize  the tue natre of lranian
nenfons” Ye, fom ancher sde o te poy mouh the asssat seoeay
of sae for Near Easen affais, Robert  Peletreau, td Congess in March
that the lranian regime should be treated as a ‘permanent feature”  of the
region... Adwhys it tet the Depatment of Sae has shumed al  oontacts
withthelranianoppositioncoaliion-thePeople’sMujahedeenorthe

National CouncilofResistance (NCR)-thegroupmostvociferously

denounced by lran's  fundamentalist regime? In deaing wih a dicatorship,
aier a Bt t smpe pudence O engage te qiics? lanen  mulhs, on
theotherhand,viewAmericanpolicytowardtheNCRasaclearvictory.
SeniorlranianofficialsallegedlysuggestedtoU.S.counterpartsthat
Americandoorsslammedinthefaceoflranianoppositiongroupswould

open doors in Tehran. Angered by the administration's boycot of the NCR,
over100membersofCongressrecentlywrotetoSecretaryofState\Warren

Chistopher  urging such adialogue.  Their missve has falen  on deaf ears.
CouldtheWhiteHousebeprotectiingthelranianregimefromitsintemal

fs? 7

Natonal  Publc Rado devoted one of its most popular  programs
D te s noig

The Clintonadministrationhas called the governmentofiran,an
intemationaloutiawandthemostdangerousstate-sponsorofterrorism.

Despie tis dm vew of te kanan  leadership, the Saie Depatment refuses
tomeetwithanlranianresistancegroupthat' sdeterminedtooverthrow
thecurrentregimeinTehran. ThePeople’sMojahedin,asthegroupis

popuary  knoan, beleves the Sate Depatment s tying o quety  appease
the regme in Tehran by refusing t meet wih the opposiion. 2
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In aleghy aide enied ‘Cinion Chisppher . and Rafsaniant
IrangateDéjavu?, The WashingtonReportonMiddleEastAfiairs
reviewed the histoy of relations  betveen the State Department and
the Moahedn, as wel as the poicy of appeasing Iran, wiihg in
rat

AverystrangethinghappenednineyearsagoataHouseForeignAffairs
Committee hearing. At the end of his prepared tesimony on Juy 24, 1985,
then Assistant  Secretary of State for Near Eastem Affars  Richard  Muphy
readintotherecordanunrelatedstatementabouttheMojahedinKhalg-
the Peope’s Moghedin.  The unsolicited saement  stongly  citicized the
most pominent  group in opposiion o the Iamic  revolutionary govemment
o the Ayatoleh Ruholsh Khomeni as ‘mitenty ldamic,  antidemocraiic,
ant-American” and suppotve  of the Soviet occupaion  of Afghanisan  and
o te ue o ‘EroEm and vioence  as sadad  inumens of her poloes”
Itwasjaringbothbecauseithadnorelationshiptoinformation
normallysoughtbymembersofthecongressionalcommitteeandbecause,
wih the possble excepton of the reference to Afghanistan, it coud more
accuatey  have been gppled 0 the lanian  govemment than © i  Moghedn
opponents .. It wasnot unil the lrangate scandal hit the headines, and
nationally televised  congressional hearings began to unravel the tangled
skein of the Reagan administration's controversial overure  to Al Akbar
HashemiRafsanjani's“moderates’withintheKhomeinigovemment,that
thetruthemergedaboutthe Murphystatement,andsubsequentattempts
todiscreditthemembersofCongresswhohadendorsedtheMojahedin.
The statement,  according to the Tower Commisson Report, was pat  of
thepricedemandedbylranianmuliahsforparticipationinwhatquickly
degenerated  into  IsraeiHorokered ams-or-hostages fransadions. Murphy,
accordingtolrangateindependentcounselLawrenceWalsh's1993report,
wasoneofthenineU.S.govemmentplayersinthelrangatescandal.In
fat, whenit seemed b have senved is pupose, Muphy brey  backed down
fom his eader Satement Hetold a House Foreign Afflars  subcommitee
onAprl21,1987, wilveryfreelyadmithatthereweregapsinour

knomedge about the organization . Wemeet, have met wih the Mojghedin
Organization here in Washingon. They are aplayer in Iran .. Weae not
boyooting  them.”

However, in that samemont, Rafsanan, then te spesker of the Majfs,
Iran's  parfiament, sad in asaement repoted by Unted Press that f the
US. govemment wee © restan the adiiies o te aniKhomeni Peope's
Moghedn, the lenian govemment woud end iis  suppot of terrorist groups
in Lebanon. Whether by concdence  or not, very soon thereafier, the State
DepartmentinformedtheMojahedinthatitwasnolongerwelcometomeet
and ek wih Depatment of Sate oficals. The de faco  Siate  Department
boyoot in conacs wih the Moghedn has been in efect  ever since.

OnSept.8,suspicionthatthe Clintonadministrationwasaboutto
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take s ownfist sep downte lrangate path led 12 senatos  and 98 House

memberstowrite Secretaryof State WarrenChristopherrecommending

thet shoe Congess desies ‘an acouae pdue o te Peopes  Moghedn,

he“ensurethatrepresentativesoftheMojahedinorNationalCouncilof

Resistance  are consuted  directly by thase who prepare  the  report”
Whenthe110membersofCongresscalleduponthe State Department

Sept 9for a‘thorough assessment of the situation in Iran and its major
payers”  they sad they dd so to “enable us to adopt a comprehensve and
sutabe  poicy towad Iran” It seems obvious that the best way to comply
5 O ken caely © whats beng sad by lenens - d s, Those
whodaim ohewise open themsees 1 the suspdon  that they have a hidden

agenda, just as dd the paridpants in langate, the worst foreign  policy
scandd in Amercan histoy, ony nine yeas ago” ?®

Sooes o dher atdes  agypeaed n te pess aiidag te See

Department'sobstinate policyonthe Iranian Resistanceand

Quesioned  the aedblly o arpat pepaed wihout dred  daogue

withrepresentativesofthe MojahedinandNational Councilof

Ressance.  The headines read: ‘US. Cant Isoae  Ian and Let O

CompaniesDoBusiness There,” %0 “U.S. ShouldWork ForANew
Iran” 3 *“US. Should Suppot Democracy in Ian” #

Somedf te atdes  desabed the S Depatmens  soryHaced
boyoot of te Ressance aspat and pacd of is pocy o appessig

Iran's  mulahs. Martin  Schram desaibed  the congressional cal
thesupportexpressedby TheNewYorkTimes  as‘majortiumphs.”
In his afide in The Washington Times, Mr. Schram wrote:

Onceagain,aU.S.administrationhasconneditselfintochasingan
evanescent  wisp of moderates beleved 1o be floating among Tehran's  ruers.
Toreachthesemoderates, theClintonadministrationistight-ropinga

dpomatic  prayer of alne - it sreiches beween taking tough for Westem

consumptionandnotoffending Tehran'sterrorist-sponsoringregimeby
meetingwiththeMujahideen.

If'senoughtomakeonewonderif, whentheDepartmentfinishesits
repot  on lran's  Mughideen, it wil  be giftwapped and hand-delivered

and

Tehran, along with an autographed Bble and acake in the shape of akey. =

Anumber of epats n regond  afais  oconoured N one polical

briefing,aMiddle Eastexpertfromthe Centerfor Strategicand

Intemational Studiesandaformer\WhiteHouseconsultant, Joyce
Starr,wavedasidetheexcusesputforwardfornotengagingin

daogue wih te llanan  Ressance, saing  ‘Nore of us beleve

tn
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Dr. Sar eamned US pocy onlan, pontng 1t te contraddion:

f weae afad © hear fom, ust © Bk © D doouss wh agowp o peode
whose worst cime s © fight against te curent lenan  regme - what does
this say about the continuity of our polcy?.. The question for meas an
American,thequestionformeasajoumalistandawriteris,whatis

happening behind dosed doors in the Sate Depatment and the Whie House.
And dont think that if the State Department takes a particular position,
thet its tking it out tere, wihout the consuliaion o te Whie House.
Our Presdent,  Mr. Cinon, hes seied befoe Bhai Biih  just about amonh
ap, cded the lenbn  regme ‘e wolds leadng sponsor of Saesponsored
temorism” Thets  interesting. Is t possbe tat our keadeshp 5 meking
publicclaimsthatarecompletelybeliedandundercutbywhattheyare

dong behind dosed doos and in ems of the impementaion  of ther  policy?
Thats the wayit looks t me Sol dont thinkk you. wil find your answer
here today. | thnk the ansner is in te comdos  of power. Whats in it for
themtoblockthesepeople?ifyoucananswerthat,thenlthinkyouwil

helpwidenthisdebate, ratherthanstandhereanddefendanddefendand

defend  a record.. Wecan aeys find another aspect of the recod t condemn
- of anybodys recod

Dr. Starrexpressedherdismayatthe State Department’s
dsegard for the congressional vew in tis way.

AsanAmericancitizen,lamextremelyashamed.lamashamedthata

hundredmembersofCongresswouldhavetoliterallybegthe Department

of Sate, which woks for us and not for somepeope in anoher oounty, D

tak t agoup whois siting here in the Unied States. Were not taking

about, notoneisaskingourgovemmentformoney.Nobody’saskingour

govemmentforamms...WhenahundredmembersofCongresshavetowrite

aleter beggng the Stie Depatment to do that and theyre not answered,

theyre not gven an answer, that meanstat the system of democacy s not

woking in tis ocounty. *®

In the brefing, anoher Iran expet, Dr. Khald Duan, analyzed
the regme's temorism  and pointed to Tehran's threat to regional
Siabity, aso dressng  the necessty of esiabishing dalogue  wih
theNCR. 3%

Europeans WeighIn
ManyEuropeanpoliticiansandpariiamentariansjoinedtheU.S.
Congressincriticizingthe State Department'sposition. They
descibed the Departments policy on the Mojahedin  as favoring  the
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regimeinTehran,andquestionedAmericanappealstoEuropeto
take a stonger stance against Tehran and tighten  restictions on
tradewiththemullahs. Theyalsoexpresseddoubtsoverthereal
intentanddirectionof Americanpolicyonliran. TheEuropean
dignitariesallconcurredonthenecessityofadialoguewiththe
Moghedn, as a prerequisie o obediMy and famess  in prepaing
the repot

InBritain,abipartisancoaliionof63MPssentaletterto
Presdert  Clinton to eqress their  concem about US. poicy on the
Tehran regime and the Iranian Resistance. The British

TherefusaloftheUnited States' DepartmentofStatetotalkwiththe

opposiion  in the past several months is sending out misleading  signals.
Thelranianregime,whichyourgovemmentpreviouslydescribedas“an

inemational oulaw k aready ushg te Sae Depatments posions  for
pubic relions  advantage against s main oppostion. Webeleve that ths
regimedeservestobemetwithdecisivenessandthemostunequivocal

approach... We, ke our coleagues in the US. House and Senate, believe
any practical and effective measure shoud be accompanied by an exchange
of vews wih the lanan Resstance and is  representatives. t s our omn
experiencethatmeetingwiththemhasalwaysbeenaconstructivemove. s

Lord Avebury, ChairmanoftheBritishParliamentaryHuman
Rights Group, wrote to President Clnton to convey his findings  on
the regime's temoism  and oher ads that Tehran falsely  attbutes
tothe Mojahedin. Lord Aveburystatedinhisletterthatthe
Parliamentary Groupwhichhe headshadinvestigatedrecent
murdersiniranwhich‘webelievewerecommittedbyagentsofthe
mullahs’regime.”"Headded, Therearesomepeopleinthe State
Departmentwhoarenotimpartialinthismatter,becausetheyare
the same oficials whoageed 0 brand te Moghedn as tenorsts in
1986" duing the langate scandal *

LordEnnals,aformerForeignOfficeministeralsowroteto
Presdent Cinon.  Ciing the ‘increasingly cude breaches of human
nghts by the lranan govemment’” he sad, ‘1 fnd it dificult to
undersand howyour govemment faled to discuss these issues  with
the lIanan Moghedn and the National Councdl of Ressance before
reachng oondusons” %

LennartFriden,aconservative Swedishmemberofpariament
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alsowrotetoPresidentClintonandexpressedamazementthatthe
reportwasheingpreparedwithoutcontactswiththeResistance’s
represeniaives, saying.

ThegoodoldRomanlegalprinciple“Audiatoretalterapars’isalways
recommendabletofollowinpoliticalwork. AstheMojahedinmovementis

an organization wih amajor roe in the lranian queson, it is even more
mpotant  © meet wih them. That shoud also be proitable for the relations
wih te US. in afuure Ianan govemment %

Pax Christ, an inemational Cathoic  peace movemernt, expressed
concem at the consequences of the State Departments repot.  The
organizationwrotetotheU.S.ambassadorinGermany:

InaletterfromU.S.congressmentoWarrenChristopheronSeptember9,

194, regadng arepot tat s © be pepared on the Peopes Moghedn it
5 requesed tet aded ddogue be esabished  wih the Naonal  Cound
of Resistance. We have enough reasonto be concernedthatyour

administration, like ourfederalgovernmentandotherdemocratic
govemmentsareleaningtowardacceptingthefundamentalistregimein

Tehran for economic and strategic reasons and ignoring  the Mojahedin  and
the Natonal Councl of Resistance. Weare a Cathoic  church  organization
thathasbeenwatchingandsupportingtheactivitiesofthe Iranian

Ressance t© end the suppresson  of the lanan  peope. In conrest o oher
nationalresistancemovements,theMojahedinhaveengagedintotally

legiimate political activies here in Gemany to disseminate  news. The
informationpublishedbythe Mojahedinandthe National Councilof

Resistance s accodng o the esimate  of many humaniights  omganizations
suchasAmnestylntemationalauthoritative. WWehavenotseenuntiinow

ayviet ad onte pat o ts oganzaion h h te s ae comay
bts 4

IraniansReact
Thelranian-Americancommunityalsocriticizedthe State

Depatments  behavior and is refusal to meet with representatives
ofthelranianResistance. TheWashingtonOfficecftheNational

Cound of Resstance receved oopes of severd thousand letiers by
IranianstothePresident, Secretary of Stateand membersof

Congress. Many had wiitten  to the Department to request meetings,
but ther requests were refused o et unanswered. Severa  Iranians
subsequentiywrotetotheChairmanoftheHouseForeignAffairs

Commitee t0 express dismay at the biased behavior of officials at
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theState Department.
Regretably, oy n the fndl days, whenthe repot  had acualy
beencompleted,didthe State Departmentagreetomeetwithafew
of the hundreds of lranians who had requested meetings.  Reportedy,
in one such meeting, the head of the Deparments Iran Desk shrugged
of hs and the Depatmens  responsbily n te dafr, saing  tat
they were ony impementng  presidental poicy. #
TheSanDiegochapterofthe SocietyofliranianScholarsand
Professionals ariicized the Sete Depatment posion in an arfide
in the San Diego Union-Trbune , witing:

The regime in Tehran faces an omanized, natonwide resisiance  caled the
Nafonal Coundl of Resistance, which stives for democracy, human rights

and a pluralisic rue .. Pdiicaly, Congress haes set the sage for anew
approachbyaskingthePresidenttoprepareareportbyOctoberonthe

IranianResistance. Dialoguebetweentheresistanceandthe Clinton

administraion is pat and pacel of an impatal  and exhausive  repot  ©

ManyotherlranianorganizationsandassociationsintheU.S.
pubished statements, held meelings and expressed ther  opinion  in
oher ways as wel, cding for adaogue with the Moghedn and the
National Cound of Resstance.  The Assodafion  of lrenian  Scholars
and Professionals in the Unied Sttes pubished arepot cdled ‘A
Quesion of Faimess”  The repot enumeraies the concems  of Iranians
rsdng n te US:

Weare concemed that the mulahs regme be gven no opportunity o futher
suppressiran'sdemocraticoppositionmovement.Weareconcemedabout

better future  relaions between the United States and Iran, and wedo not
want a misrepresentation of lens democaic opposton O jeopardze that
fure. I te repot onte Moghedn s D behebll, & mt befar, devod
of pre- judgments, and indude  consultaion wih ther  representatives.

Tretet oes fve mesos © suypat te niaives by te House
andSenate:

e Anaccuate  represeniaion o the fads & possbe oy by meas
o afa, oompehensve sudy o te issues.

e Preudgments or reucance  to meet with ‘the widest range of
peope posshe”  (whch obvosy  induwdes e sugeds  of the repod)
vodes te cogessod guddnes © te Bl
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*Anythinglessthanafairtreatmentofthereport'sprimary
Sied sy popatizes  te repots  aechly.

«Anythinglessthanafairandcomprehensivereportwillbe
misused by s teroist nes o sy  ther suppresson  of the
opposion. 4

Representative ofices of the Nationd Cound of Resstance in
Britain, Gemmany, Fance and other European counties  also  received
copes of several thousand letters  witen by ranans  to the US.
Presdet  and US. embesses, eqpressng  ter  dssatislacion a te
Sate Depatments biased poston and decdaing  their  support  for
theMojahedin.
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The State Department contnued 1 vidate  the elementary  principle
of obeciMy troughout  the prepaaion  of te repot,  disorediing
the paper even before  publication. Whenthe findngs  were evenualy
reeased, the congressiona reacion  wes hash. ! Severd ponts ket
nodoubtaboutthereport'sbias,establishingitasaone-sided
recountng  of old accusations. Frstt by not engaging in a dialogue
with the representatives of the Mojghedn and Natonal Councl of
Resistance, the State Departmenthadviolatedthespiritofthe
congressionalrequest. 2Second,byrepeatediyrejectingcalisby
membersofCongressforsuchdialogue, the Departmentaggravated
concems  about a hidden agenda on flan.  Thid, by remaning  dbivious
towidespread criticisminthe mediaand Iranian-American
community, bothofwhomcalledfornoprejudgmentsanddirect
dsossons wih te suibeds of the repot  the auhos madeit dear
that they were not interested n afar repot
Prior 10 publcation, Wendy Sherman repled o al  inquires by
membersofCongressbyrepeatingthesamepointsthatwaslater
rehashed at greater length in the repot on October 28. 3 Agan, in
November, Ms. Sherman sent letters  essentialy identical o the one
she had witen n Juy, to dierent goups o congressonal members.
Rep. Robert  Tomiceli issued anews release in which he called
the repot  ‘besed’  addng

“Athoroughandtimelyassessmentofthesituationinlrananditsmajor
playerswouldhaveenabledthe United Statestoadoptacomprehensive
andsuitablepolicytowardiran.BynotconsuttingwiththeMojahedinor

the Natonal Cound of Resstance (NCR), te St@te Depatments repot is
noncompiant  wih the desie of Congress o obtain  an accurate  and balanced
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pdue o te essae  gop’  Torced ced ‘for arewswdy tet indudes
drect discussons with  representatives of the Moghedin or the NCR’4

Anotherinfluentialmember ofthe House Foreign Affairs
Committee, Rep.DanBurton,said:

lamdisappointedthatthe State Departmenthas,onceagain, issuedan

incomplete  report  on the People's Mojahedin  of Ian. The State  Department
conrues o twmat te wil of the US. Congress, which has madedear is
preference  that, in the context of the preparaon  of the repot, there be
dscussons wih te Moghedn.  Wihout  such discussions, atuy obecive
repot 5 impossbe. °

Rep.Gary Ackerman, Chairman ofthe AsiaSubcommittee,
desabed te repot  as ‘moncomplant wih the spit of the Bw”  ad
said: “The language in this legislation wes inended o achieve an
unbiased assessment of the resistance  with no prejudgments.  Such a
repat ocoud oy beadeed wih ded ddoge t s for ts reasn
that | amexdremely dsapponted in tis repot”  ©

AnotherHousemember, Rep. Edolphus Towns,describedthe
repat  as ‘nat  acoepiabe)’ addng ‘Ths whiewash rpot s agt ©
thelranianregime. Thiscontradictsthemandategivenbythe
Congress.” TheCongressmancalledforanewindependentstudy
preparedthroughdialoguewiththeMojahedin. 7

Senator  Dave Durenberger  criticized the repot and is  authors
in a harshiysworded statement

“Iregretthatthe StateDepartmenthasissuedareportonthePeople’s

Mojghedin  of Iran that appears to mimor the samebias against this group
thathasbeenevidentforsometime... ltisapparentthatthe State

Department never planned to issue afar repot and ignored our request to
inenview  the peope whowere the focus of the repot”  The Senator joined
the cal by other members of Congress, saying: ‘1 would recommend that an
independent  sudy be conduded tat pemis a neess te igt D povde
o’ 8

ThePress

The NewYork Times repoted  on congressional ciicisms of the
report,writing:“The State Departmentupsetmanymembersof
Congresstodaybyissuingascathingreportaboutaprominent
Iranianoppositiongroupwithoutmeetingwithofficialsfromthe
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group,asmorethan100lawmakershadaskedittodo.” ®ltadded:
“ManymembersofCongresssupportcontact,arguingthattheycan
speedthedemiseoflran’sreligiousgovernmentandcanbea
moderatinginfluenceontheMojahedin,whichmaintainsmilitary
basesinlrag,nearthelranianborder.” 0Thepapercitedthe
DepartmentsallegationsagainsttheMojahedinandtheviewsof

svwed  eghhos quing Pal Maoone, dief o daf for Rep James
A Tiefcat, J, assaig ta, ‘M Trfcant  suppots  meeing  wih
the Moghedn because he thnks they are probably the best hope for
democracyiniranintheshorttermandweshouldatleasttryto

help them” -
Inanarticleentiied StateDept. ReportDenouncinglranian
Rebel Group Is Ciriicized,” the Washigion Post wote:

Noneofthereport'sscathingassessmentsoftheMujaheddincameasa
surprise.Mujaheddinrepresentativesheresurmisedweeksagowhatthe
StateDepartmentwouldsay,andtheypublishedadetailedresponsein
advance.. Tosomeexent they succeeded in preemptvely  raising  questions
about te repots  vaue by complainng pubidy tat the Sate Department
refused 0 Bk © tem as pat o is reseach. Reps. Gay L Aderman O
NY), Robert G. Tonmiceli ONJ) and DanButon (RIN), al senor members
oftheHouseForeignAffairscommittee, issuedstatementsyesterday

aiiicizing the See Depatment and the repot 2

Folowing the derical regime's  November 6 Scud missie  atiack
onaResistancebase,areportbyReutersquestionedthe State
Depatments daim that the lranan Resistance lads a popuar  base
ad s nat a polical alemaive o te regme

TheUnitedStatessaystheMujahideenKhalgarenotanimportantiranian
opposiion  group, but this weeks fareup  in the stugge  between them and
s rndes  suggests Tehvan does not shae thet view..  The et vidence

camejust days after the US. State Deparment, in alongawaited  repor,
conduded that the Mujghideen ‘are not aviable altemative to the cument
govemment of lran” =

Other meda featured stoies aso highly  citcal of the State
Depatment report.  An editorial appearing in the Indiangpolis Star
s

Congressional  anger at the State Department is wamanted. I is justfied
not oy because Sae  ofidals igoed  the congressiondl mandate O consut
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wih the Mujghedeen but because the present regime in Iran is a principal
souce of fundng for tenonisis inoved  in  hostage-teking, assassinations
andbombingsaroundtheworldandnumerousAmericanshavebeenamong

ther vidims. Heping the Muighedeen would hep counter the threat of the
radcal  regme nowin cordl  of fkan. ¥

InWashington,aspokesmanfortheMojahedindescribedthe

repot  as ‘a bunch of bocHaced s’ B

WhatDidthe Experts Say?
ProfessorMarvinZonis,aprominentliranexpert,whosename

wasmentionedinthereport'slistofexperts,commentedonthe
Depatments  repot  in an inteview  wih the Chicago Public  Radio.
‘“There  were a number of different goups in Iran,  some were totaly

Mandst-communist, and sometoaly  Idamic, and ohers  were farly

democratic,  which merged together and broke up and merged together

and broke up and finaly emerged as the present  organization,”

sid o the Moghedris hisoy.

Inareviewofthepost-revolutionaryperiod, whentheregime

Zons

fed © dmiee A oposion,  egecdly  te Mgahedn,  Zos noed

the

added:

40

Mojghedn's reludance 1o enter into an amed confrontation.

Benualy there wasawvey, very messy confrontation between the Moahedn
andtheregimeinJuneof1981, whichwasjustmorethantwoyearsafter
te shah's ovethron. Thedeics redly dedded © samp out the Moghedin.
TheleaderoftheMojahedin,Mr.Rajavi,andthenpresidentofiran,who
was not a Moghedin  member, BanirSadr, both fed Iran together into exie
in Pais. The regme then began a campaign of mass saughter  of Mojahedin
members, and most of the brutality of te regime has been drected  against
them.

Q:Whathappenedtotheexiles?Whatbecameofwhatweknowtoday
ofastheMojahedin-Khalg?

Zonis:Well, MassoudRajavisetupshopinParisandlotsofother
Mojghedin fled Iran, because it wasdear at that tme that it was either
death or ede. Los of peope fed and los of sympathizers  set up chapters
ad oer te wold, odedng  money, piing  pubicaions suppang Reud
n Pas

TheFrenchgovemment,notunusualforFrance,lamsorytosay,
eventually  buckded under pressure  fom Iran  and decded they would rather
havegoodrelationswiththeclericsthanprovidehavenforRajavi,even
thoughlremindyoutheyprovidedhavenforkhomeiniagainsttheshah.
TheythrewRajavioutofthecountryandthatishowheendedupwherehe
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is today, in Baghdad, because that westhe ony county in the wold a the
timewhichdidnotcareaboutgoodrelationswithlran.Solragnowhasa
relationshipwiththeMojahedin-Khalg,andtheyhavebasesthere.Other

goups, | guess, Kurdish groups whoalso oppose Iran, they also have bases
N kg dose © len. Amazingy enough, te Moghedn decded the poliical
movementalonewasinsufficientandtheyneededtobuildanarmywhich

woud be abe to goinb Iran mitady and rouse the popuaon  so thet the
regime ocoud be overthrown...

Q: Lets go onour poicy wih the MojahedinKhalg. They have got an
officeinWashington,D.C. Theyarelobbyingsomebodythereandherewe
seethe State Departmenthascomeoutlastweekandsaidthattheyare
fundamentallyundemocratic...andtheyarenoaltemativetotheregime
thet s curey tee now in Ien, atough tey donot suppot the regme
thereinlranbutthesepeoplearenctanaltemative. Whydidthe State
DepartmentsaythisabouttheMojahedin-Khalg?

Zonis. | thnk there are two issues that ae operating in the minds of
the State Departmentpeoplewhowrotethatreport. One, theMojahedin
are assodated  wih the murder of several American ammed forces  personnel,
whomlcanrememberwereassassinatedonthestreetsof Tehranasaway
o ovetrow the shah. The Unted Sttes beleves that the Moahedinkhalg
were responsble  for thase  assassinations. The Moghedn fne s that they
dd not do it. | have noway 0 judge that

The second ting in te mind of the Sate Depatment | beleve, 5 the
vew tat Raav, the leader of the Moghedn, s essentialy nor-democratic
and, worse, would impose another kind of sodalist Isamic  dictatorship on
len. Adtat s essenialy howvtey cometo te conduson that & s not a
pogessie  SEp.

Myomnvew s that of couse, it k aterby msaken  view. Whie the
Mojghedin are not myfavoite  group and are not particulary democratic,
they certainly woud never ceate anlran which was an enemyto the rest of
the wold and which suppoted teroism  al over the word.

Q:Sowhatkindofgovemmentdoyouthinktheywouldhaveifthey
wouldcometopower?

Zonis:. Wel they woud certainly hae arepubican  fom of govemment
Acualy  Mr. Rav, | thnk as awayto movethe poitical process  faster,
Oesgated hs wie aste Pesdet o lan Sobdee t o nat, Fen woud
hae afemde presdent t woud be argpubic and she woud mun it Andit
W bedog Kamc bhes wih ahth degee of nemd  dsddie It reminds
meof someof tese tird wold sodalst movements of the 60s even. But the
keyisthattheyhavenointerestinterrorism, Islamicfundamentalism,
broadcasing  te Irenian  revoluion. What they want is o buid the Iranian
€conomy.

Q Whoin the Unted Sites suppots them? | sawthat Robert Tomceli
clled the Stte Depatment repot incomplete and biased.

Zonis. That is nght  You mentoned that te Mojghedn had an ofice  in
Washington, which 5 corect  They aso have ofices in aher diies, but the
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WashingtonofficeisespeciallyimportantbecausetheMojahedinspenda

geat deal of energy lobbying wih the Senate and House of Representatives
o the Unied Saes. In fad te reason te Sae Depatment dd tis repot
ontheMojahedinwasbecauseaverylargenumberofcongressmenwere
inducedbytheMojahedintodemandaninvestigationofU.S. policyand
whytheU.S.hadnotdealtwiththeMojahedin. Sothereweremorethan,|
cannotrememberthenumber, butlthinkitwasalmost200congressmen

whourgedthe United StatestodobusinesswiththeMojahedin. Ithink

thee wee even somesenaios. Sothey have alot of suppat in Washingon.. v/

GreenLight

Thefing of tree ScudB misses a anlenan  Ressance  base
on November 6 caused futher  concem about the implications of the
biasedreport. Haditencouraged Tehrantocommitmorecrimes?
Many US. congressmen endorsed this  view in statements  issued  after
te aack Rep BEdTomssad 1 hadsad tet s mrpot s agh ©
the lanan regime ad te msse alack powed thet Ths 5 ashame
that the State Depatmenfs repot s being used as ageen gt
stageoneofthemostblatantcrimesbyusingweaponsofmass
destrucion”’ B

Rep. Tomiceli ponted out the discrepancies in US. poicy on
Ian in hs saement of condemnation,  wiing:

Regrettably, arecent Sate Depatment repot about the Mughedin is being
interpreted as a‘geen lght” for lran to conduct temorism, even though
len 5 oconsdered  oficaly by te Unied Saies as an inemaiondl outiaw.
The Unted States should not coss sgnals  whenit comes to temoism. %

Another congressman, Rep. James Traficant, wote to  President
Cinon

.The request for anobecive repot s indcatve of Congesss et
fuy assess the poliical influence onlen adis key payes in oder
develop a comprehensive  and unbiased policy toward Iran. In defining the
paameters  of tis exensve repot, the Foreign Relaions  Authorization

Act caled for adrect dalogue betveen the Sate Depatment and the NCR.
The October 28, 1994 repot  was incomplete  in this respect  and, therefore,

not wihout poenial  bas. 2

The Houson Post pubished  avety  aiical aide enied ‘US

should back mujghideen fight” in which it reviened the connection
betwween te Sate Depatment repot  and the anan  regime's  missie
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aieck  only days aer s pubicaion The aide  Satedt
t s possbe tea aSae Depatment adion had the effed of precptaing
theNov.6attack.Fivedayseariier,the State Departmenthadissueda
reportscathinglydenouncingthemujahideenasaternroristorganization
wih  litle suppot  insde . The ofidal enan  press haied the Saie
Department  repot  as vindicaion o Tehrans betle aganst the ressance. 2

The aide  aiiozed te pdoy o gpeesg te regme n Tehan
‘For the Unied Setes t© deade tat te Tehran regme is too stong
o be ovetron s tantamount 1 surender 0 terorism. an s a
growingmenacetotheworld.” z

The Ofando  Seninel also  aiticized US. poicy onlen.  Basig
itsargumentonthefacts,thepaperrefutedtheclaimthatthe
Mojahedinarenotanimportantforceinlran. Pointingtothe
conraddions n US pocy, te atide  oonued

Aliances  depend on a commonenemy, not on shared values. This aso spesks
o anoher of the Sate Depatmenfs  specous — criidsms of the Mujghideen,
that they were antrAmerican in the 1970s. Yep, they sure were. They were
tryingtooverthrowtheshah,whomtheUnited Stateshadforcedonthe
IranianpeopleinaClA-engineeredcoupandwhosedictatorshiptheU.S.

govemment  was supporting. It waes impossble at tat time to be antshah
and pro-American. But that wasthen and this is now. Whoare our strongest
alliestoday?Ourworstenemies50yearsago,JapanandGermany. =

IraniansVoice Outrage

Thebiasedreportsparkedresentmentandangerinthelranian
communityabroad. Iranian-Americangroupsandsocietiesissued
statements, condemning it as agft to the mulahs in ran. At the
grassroots  level,  individuals wote to local  newspapers and ther
represeniatives o dedare ther suppot of the Natonal Cound of
Resistanceasthealtemativetotheregimeiniran.Anlranian-
American in San Anonio  descibed  the repot as ‘the worst thing  for
the lenan peope and the best thing for Khomenis hers”  adding,

t is tme for Presdent Cinton and the Stte Depatment t© wake up o the
reglites of Ian and recognze the lranian  people’s rights and democratic

aspirations. Donat caer o te despois whorde Ian.  The Statie  Department
should estabish  didlogue wih the resistance and send a dear message 0
the mulehs, aswascadled for by more than 100 congressmen and 12 senators

n abpaten  nie B
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The anger dimaxed whenthe regime attacked aresstance  base.
Thousandsoflraniansdemonstratedin15citiesthroughoutthe
world. 2 Theycondemnedtheregimeand describedthe State
Departments  repot  as a green lignt  for murder. Over 1,000 people
gahered in font of e Whie House in Washingion, DC, D express
their concem over the implications that the repot had emboldened
theregimetocommitmorecrimes. Thedemonstration'sresolution
read n pat

Doubtess, the biased repot by the Sate Depatment abounding in lles and
distortions against the Mojahedn and the Iranian  Resistance,  encouraged
theKhomeiniregimetolaunchthemissileattackonAshrafcamp. While

condemning tis repot,  whose wite)s and formulators pusued no goal other
thanappeasingthecriminalmullahs,wedeclarethatthisreportisa
reminderofAmerica’'sunconditionalsupportfortheshah’streacherous

didatorshp. >
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Mullahs & the Report

The religious, terrorist dictatorship in Ian waste ony paty fo
welcome the State Department repot  on the Mojahedin.  The mulahs
expressedtheirgratitudetothe Department,andvociferously

attacked Congress and the American pubics cal for an objecive
ot as a‘Zonst ooy !

For years, one of he mulshs man foegn  poicy obedves  has
been 0 restit the adMies o the lanan  opposiion The derics
haveapproachedthisgoalbyvariousmeans,sometimespromising
favored tradng sttus and someiimes using teroism to inimidate
democraiic  countries. For obvious reasons, Tehran has been obsessed
withcounteringtheNCRandthe Mojahedin,whichitseesasits
main threat

In 1985, Khomeinidemandedthatthe U.S. condemnthe
MojahedininretumforthereleaseofAmericansheldhostagein
Lebanon. 2Duringthesameperiod, hisfirstandforemostdemand
fom Fance wes restricions on the aciivites of Massoud Rajavi, in
reum for the freedom of French hostages and betier  economic ties
with Pars. In any case, appeasng Khomeni dd not lessen his bent
for temorism. Onthe contrary, bucking under only propeled his
regimedownamoreviolentpath. The Americanshipmentof TOW
anti-ankmissilesandunwarrantedstaterentontheMojahedinin
1985 dd not bing about the freedom of Amercan hosiages, the regme
simply raised the stakes. Nor dd the US!s miscalculated policy
boster  any “moderates”  simply because they do not exist, then or
now. AfterMassoud Rajavi's departure from Francein 1986,
Khomeini'sregimesoughtgreaterconcessions,andpressedits
demandswithawaveofbombingsinParisthatiedtothedeathsof
more than a dozen Fench ciizens. 3
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Fundamental Demands

In the past year, the regmes deterioraing sate  has compeled
it to ly inceasng emphass on tis fundamenal demandin dealings
with foreign  countries. In arare and diplomatically unusual  move,
theregime'sForeignMinistersummonedallambassadorsinTehran
totheMinistrytwiceinJulytotellthemineffectthattheir
governments hadto choose between hisgovernmentandthe
Mojahedin.  “Thetacticwasapparentlyunsuccessful,sotheregime
begantofabricatestatementsagainsttheMojahedin,supposedly

madebyofficialsofothercountries.Ineartysummer, Ressalat
newspaperreportedaremarkpurportedtohavebeenmadebythe
Bish  dagé dafares 0 Sad RaaiKhoassan, a pafameniary

deputy: TheEnglishGovemmentcondemnstheatrociousterrorist
acs of the Monafegn (Mojghedin) i Mashad and stresses  that  this
goups  tenonst recod 5 dear 0 the Engish authores.” Lod
Henley,spokesmanfortheBritishGovernment, toldtheHouseof
Lods “The nenspeper dd not accuaiey  repot the chamgé  daffares
meeing with Dr. Khorassani” 5 Douglas Hogg, the Minister of Stte
forForeignandCommonwealthAffairs,informedLord Aveburyina
letterthat Ressalat  had"blatantymisrepresentedMr.James'’s
commentsontheMashadbomb.” 6

The inddent is typical of Tehran's desperate effots to compel
oficials o dher ocouties © conden the democaic  gpposiion Such
Saemens seve o sy IS bual  nemal suppresson  of dissent
andso-called"waronterrorism. Theyalsojustifytheregime’s
intemational terorism  against opponents outside  Iran, which has
ren © over 100 Eenoit operations. 7

ThisexplainswhyinJanuary1994, theclericswelcomedthe
proposaloftheMcCainamendment, 8repletewithbaselesscharges
against the Moghedin. Refeming to eader  Senate condemnations  of
humanrights abuses in lran, Jomhourn Islemi  newspaper wrote: ‘it
is sad that there is anewtone to the new American foreign  policy
bl  @©en wbythe Serae. The legslaion dreses  ta  the Peopes
5 inogpion N 1963”7 °

Inanarticleonthe McCainamendment, U.S.-IranReview -
pubished by FAR, the regime’s Ilobby in Washingon - wote:

ShouldMcCain'samendmentberetainedandbecomelaw, itssignificance
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wil gofar beyond smply requiing yet anoher State Department report
As McCan ponts  ou, such arepot woud alowv Congress..  and the meda.
to“considerthesource.”The Mojahedinhasbeenthe sourceofmuch
misinformeation and exaggeraion  about Iran,  understandingly enough, since
is amis to oetrow te curent regme. Many arides and coumnists  in
the popuar meda use e Moghedn asif it wee acedbe souce.  Congress
wouldbewellservedtobemadeawareofthebackgroundofthePMOland
thus be cauious in assessing  information receved  fom them.

But pethaps more significant woud be the balance brougt to the State
Departmentterrorismreportbythe McCainrequirement. The State
Departments  accusaion  that Iran is ‘the most dangerous state  sponsor  of
teroism  in 199" is based on chamges that Iren  has assassnated  poitical
opponerts.  Note that it is dificut to comment authoritatively on exacty
whos behnd the vaious  kiings, she had evdence 5 not avaldbe o s
curenty  being  investigated in ocouts in Europe

What 5 ofen deegaded i afides  aou ks  aleged  Saesponsoed
murdersisthefactthatmostofthesekilings(withafewinexplicable
excepions), as nexaussbe  astey ae, appear © bepat of aboad code of
vodence.  ran's  poiical opponents,  indudng  the Moahedin  and Kurdish
separss, ae oy axddig  len den g adlrs n aosshode
reds  and Eenoistype ateds.

Finally,andperhapsmostimportantly, theMcCainamendmentwould
lkey bereceved in Tehran as one bt of concete  evidence that the Unied
StatesisnotseekingtooverthrowthelslamicRepublic. Statementsby
seerd  US. oficaks, indudng  te recent ones by Marin  Indyk  and Anthony
Lake, have sad tet the Unied Saes 5 not tyng © owthrow the regime.
However, Iran lkely suspects that the United States greatest wish is o
toppe the Islamic regme, and the access to Congress and the meda by the
Mojghedin  only contibute  to that  impression. Iran also suspects that the
US. Central Inteligence Agency is fundng and supporing  the Mojahedin,
dong wih lans oher ach enemy, g Smply repofng on the Moghedn's
termonst acvy  woud do muchto ater that view. ©

Thecommentariesareclearaboutwhatitisthemullahswant.
Significantly, State  Department  officials began ther cals for a
dialoguewithTehranataboutthesametimetheMcCainamendment
firstappeared. U Theregimereactedbyreportingthedevelopment
widdy in is press, as asgn of Amercan weakness. Jomhourn Isami
WOE!

Poiitical anayss  view tese comments as an admsson o the faue  of al
o te USs hoske eos aget ken n te pet yeas. The US Asssart
Secelaly of Sae 5 eqressng  hs wiingness o hawe addogue wih Ian
astheEuropeancountriescontinuetopressuretheU.S.toresolveits

dificuiies wih te lsamc Repubic 2
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Eventually,thepaperpublishedkhameneisanswer:

His Reverence, Ayatolah  Khamene, the Leader of the Islamic  Revolution,
revesled te USs moives for addogue wih len in hs Novermber 4 addess
bst yer onte ooccason of te sezue o the US nest of spes.  Hesressed
that te naon of Ian does not need dialogue and conact with an amogant
enemysuchastheUnitedStates. B

Ascoud be eqeded,  the condistoy messages by dficaks o te
State Department had only raised the stakes. Kayhan Intematonal
daly suggesed that the Unied States accept several  precondiions
to faclitate negotiations to resove differences betveen the two
ocouties,. ¥

Justdayshbeforethe State Departmentreleaseditsreport,

KayhanHavai,  astate-runweeklypublishedforlraniansabroad,
WOE!

Whie  litle tme remains befoe the Sate Depatment submis is repot  on
the tenorst ndue o Rapis goupet t© tat countys  Congess, Zonst

circlesinthemediaand Congressofthe United Stateshavebeguna

tremendous campaigntodivertthe course and conclusionsofthis

investigaiive repot  The US. Sae Depatment hes caled Ravs  groupet

a tenorist organization and ths ocoutys  Congress has mandated the Stte
Department to repot on the goups naure and acfions. ®

Obviously,theregimehadpriorknowledgeofthereport's
pronouncements,  or it would not have spoken of congressional efforts
D ‘et te couse and condusos” t 5 a0 der tet cotay D
te picdpe  of ogedMy sressed by Congess, the Sae  Depatment
hed reached is condusons long before any investgaton and had,
asthestate-runlranianpapersaid,brandedtheMojahedinasa

The KayhanHavai articleattestedthatcalingtheMojahedin
“terrorists”wasatwo-sidedcoin, theothersideofwhichwas
rapprochement  with the regme. I wote:

Severd monhs befre, Robett Peletesu  had seied in arepot © the US.

Cogess onlen and fure  bseal  rebios et the US. does not realy

seek o ovetrow  the govemment of lrean and that it considered the Tehran
govemmentasapemanentfeature. 1

Salam, another  state-controled Tehran daly, commented:
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Insecurity in Iaqg and a European ood shoulder, have madethe [Mojghedin]
um as never before t the US. They have tied 10 use the influence  of the
Zonss ® fnd ahaen for themseves in te Setes.  The Zonst  influence
in the US’s dedsommaking bodes has prevented Washington from legally
ending the temorist grouplets  activiies in te US, despte the St
Depatments  posion that tey are termoiss. w

Report Cheered
Immediately  after the repots  publcation, IRNA reported:

TheU.S.State Departmentinanofficialstatermenthadadmittedthatthe

MKOwasaterroristgrouplet TheU.S.tooksuchanopenstancedespite
atempts by the Zioniss o receve approval  of the Americans for the MKO.
Asaresut, the tenoist goupet  which had pnned hope on the US. support
was al a once enrapped in a poltical impasse.

Whenyou consider  the regime's wish s, aslad out in the FAR
article, it s dear that the State Depatment repot was more than
generous. TheTehranregimehadlongawaitedjustsuchamoveto
justify is bloody recod of suppresson. A Telvan Times ediorial
refered ®© te repot as ‘indicaive of amnde andenng n the Wes,
an awakenng O the fact that they shoud not teke dams by dubous
frredom fghters  at face value, that whatever the Islamic  Republic
wassayingallalongagainsttheunprincipled, murderousMKOwas
a te’ ®harpot ontis atde IRNA added:

Tumng t the anger of Westem officials a the tenmorist MKClor  leading
themtobelievethattheywerethevoiceofreasonandrestraintandfor

hding ther tue natre as merenaries for Saddam, the paper termed ther
angerasnaturalsayingnovicimwaseverfreefromangeragainstthe

iirizer »

Another daly, Jomhoun Isami expressed satisfaction at the
repot aswe,  saying

The US. State Department has decared that the Monafegin are tenorists
ted t SaddamHussein, and the US. would never count on them in a future

Iranbecausetheyhavenosupportamongthelranianpeople. 2

InafabricatedaccountofanattackbytheMojahedinona
diplomaticautomobilebelongingtotheregimeinDenmark, IRNA
repoted:  ‘Poitical obsenvers  beiee tat te atadk on the lranian
dplomats took place in abid to bing the organization out of the
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presentdeadlockandatthesametimeencourageitsagentsin
Baghdad.”Asusual, Tehrancomplainedofthe State Department's
deay n taking such a sance:

IfWestern governmentswhich would termthe MKO as aterrorist

organization n ther piate tks and unpubished statements,  had openly
announced ther  point  of view twards te goupet,  no doubt the tenorsts
wouldnothavebeenemboldenedassuchtoattackthediplomats. 2

Thestate-controlleddaily, Abrar  wrotethattheU.S.State
Depatment repot  ‘ponts o the groups  inabiity to take power in
Irananddescribesthegroupasapuppetandundemocratictoolof
the Iag govemment” 2 An Arbic language paper reported:

AnlranianForeignMinistrysourcewelcomedthereportandsaid,on

condion  of anonymty, “This repot stenghens the hand of those Iranian
factionsthatarestilltryingtoconductaconstructivedialoguewith

Washington.” %

In ancother artide, Jomhoun Isami wiote,

Despitetremendous Zionistpressuresin Congress, the U.S. State

Depatment  was foced 0 admt 0 the [Mojghedins] termorist nature... The
repot  sad that the group had a 29yearrecord of undemocratic  behavior,
includingaseriesofassassinations, kidnappings,inimidation,armed

insumecion and suppresson of  dissent.. Somedf the documents refered
nte epot ae Ees st bylegs © te US Sae Depatment,  Eesiing
thet ter rmlives i the 1991 insurecion o te g peope aganst te
BaathistrulewerekiledbyjointexecutionsquadsofBaathistsand

[Maghedr].. The Moghedin's] dengs  of responsbity for tenoist ads

Based on repots  fom ran, the mulahs are making the most of
the repot to bring pressure to bear on poliical prisoners. it is
representedasvindicationofKhomeini's fatwa declaring:*The
Mojahedin,theirmembersandsupportersalike,areallcondemned
O deah adtere s noneed for atial” %

The Consequences

AScud missie  attack on abase of the Natonal Lberaion — Amy
of Iran only aweek after the reports  publication was viewed by a
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joumal on Midde Eastem affsis asthe resut of ageen gt to
TehranfromWashington:

Ilan appears 0 have consdered  carefuly the possbe dpomaic efeds of
is decson D bunch te cosshoder  aiads  and deaded tat the iniatve
was worth  the  risk... What appeared to covince  the  Iranians, coecty it
seems, that they had effecively been gven the green light fom the West
wasthefactthattheU.S. State DepartmenthadinOctoberdenouncedthe
MKCIor being profoundy  undemocratic  and unrepresentative of the Iranian
peope. #

Salamtriedtoglossoverthefactsinresponsetoareader’s
question:“iwantedtoknowtheconnectionbetweenthelU.S.State
Departments  repot  in favor of Iran and against the [Mojahedin],
and lens misse atadk onter base n lag” The repy: “Athough
thetimingoftheattackandthestatementthatdescribesthe
[Maojahedin]asterroristmayleadonetomakesuchaconclusion”
tet 5 nat e case 2

Mahmoud Mohammadi, the regime’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman,defendedtheattackwithargumentsabouttheregime
beng ‘the gestest vdm of awae of teroism.” Hereered 1 the
Sate Department repot  tat desaibed the [Moahedin]  as terrorist
adsd ‘t s inhdce d te rghiuhess o our posion For yeas
we have said, and provided numerous documents attesting that they
are terorists, and nowthe Idamic Repubic has been vindicated  as
never befoe” 2

After having accused the democraic  opposiion in ran of being
‘Vioert, ‘enoid, ‘ied © g’ heg ‘o popur bese” et
WashingtoncouldhardlycondemnTehran'seffortstodestroyso
“undesirable”amovement,eventhoughindoingsotheregimehad
broken  intemational laws. Futhermore,  the Department s evidenty
wel aware that any posiion  ciical of the regime on an issue that
concemstheMojahedinandNCR ,isdetrimentaltoitshopesofa
attack, Tehran felt secure enough from an intemational proest 1o
ty bombing an NLAbase. The attacking jet fighters  were diven off
by antraircratt fre, but managedto siike at Kurdsh bases in the
no-flyzoneinnorthemlrag,completelycontrolledbyAmerican
warplanes. *° Again,therewasnoreactionfromtheU.S. State
Department.
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Theseeventsdemonstratethataslongassuchbiasedviews
peva aou te lnen  Ressance,  uh Bk by US dices about
the regmes oulaw behavor wl hae noefe  These evenis conim
thatthe  defacto  U.S.policyisnothingotherthanappeasingthe
mulahs at the expense of the lranian peope’s Resisance  movement
t s apoicy tha wil ony encouage moe aimes. In te couse of
the Badiar muder till n Pais, n whch wo of te regmes  agents
were seneced e ad emeas,  Khomenis  heis dd ther umost
tousetheStateDepartmentreporttoinfluencetheverdict Ina
kter 0 te cout accompaned by the repot the regme's ambessador
lashedoutattheMojahedin,sayingthatthebestresponseisthe
Sate  Departmernts. Hetied © potay the regime as avidm of the
Moghedins  temorism. 3

Doing TheirBest

Whilethereportwasheingprepared, theregimetriedthrough
different channels to ensure that it would denounce the Mojahedin
ad efled  te muahs  vewponts. Totis end Rafsanan’s dfice
andtheregime’sForeignMinistryjointlypreparedaplan,tobe
implemented under the supenision of Kamal Knharazi, the regime's
ambassadortotheU.N.inNewYork.\WhenCongresseventually
sgesed tet & owaed afr ot te daics  assaed e bgebDs
andincreasedtheireffortstoprovidethe Departmentwithbogus
information against the Majahedin.

InSeptember, TehransentanunofficialemissarytotheU.S.
lbahim Yazd, lans Foegn Mnser in the pedod afer the shahls
overthrow,waswellsuitedforthejob. Hisson-in-law, Mehdi
Noobaksh wholves in the States, had been contacted by the State
Depatment about the Mophedn.  Moreover, since Yazd dd not hod
an official posiion  in the regme, he had afree hand. Tehran had
inended to keep his whereabouts unknown, at least untl afier the
repots  publication, but the Moghedn leamed though ther souces
n len o M. Yazds misson, adised two seemes onhs vt 2
After his presence had been exposed, there was an attempt at damage
conro.  Anlranian radio slaion amanged an intenview  with  him,
pretendingthatithadtakenplaceinlran.Afterthereportwas
ulimatelyreleased,however,Yazdigaveaseriesofspeechesin
Washingion.  An lranian  joumalist present in one of these meetings
sad: ‘I one of the seminars, particpants reaized that Yazd had
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cometo the US. onamisson from the Isamic Repubic” =

Accoding 0 aninemal  repot by M. Rafsananis dice,  Kamd
Khamazi estbished  contadts, tvough lbrahim  Yazdi, Bijen Sepasy
andHoushangAmirAhmadi,withanumberofformerU.S.officials
andexpertswhoadvocatedapolicyofappeasementtowardthe
regime. TheyhopedtoprepareastatementagainsttheMojahedin,
sgned by these officials and experts, for submisson fto the St
Department. Thedraftcontainedsuchallegationsas“employing
popular base” ‘threatening lanans  aooad” et In a condental
repot 10 Tetvan, Mr. Khamazi exoressed hope that  individuals such
asRichard Cottam, Gary Sick, Ervand Abrahamian, Ruhollah
Ramazani,NastaRamazani, BahmanBakhtiari, MohammadJa'far
Mahallatiandotherswouldendorsethestatement. %*Headdedthat
theseindividualshadbeeninindependentcontactwiththe State
Department.

Simultaneously, FAIR, theregime’slobbyinWashington,
launcheditsowncampaignagainsttheMojahedinandtheNational
CouncilofResistance. FAIRwasformedinsummer1992, following
the House majoity  statement expressing suppot for the NCR. FAR
registeredastheregime'sagentwiththe DepartmentofJustice,
whosedocumentsindicateamonthlystipendof$20,000fromthe
regimes  pemanent misson  a the Unied Natons.  In addiion, FAIR's
president,  Bjon Sepasy, receved amontly saary of $10000. Other
epenses were pad for sepaaely.

FAR's aciviies induded halfpage ads in the Washingion Post
and NewYok Times, dsating the State Departments  posiion  against
the Moghedn and attempting to potray the regime as a‘vidm  of
the Moghedin's  temorism” % FAR also sert leters 0 congressmen
and aher Ofical, whch avoded  dentiying t asargsered by
o te lanan regme. ¥in alkeer 1 IrananAmeicans, FAIR urged
themtocontacttheirelectedrepresentativesinCongressand
discourage  ther suppot for the National Councl of Resstance of
en. ® The leter, sgred by Sepasy, desabes  te inoeasng suppat
for the NCRn the US. Congress as an ‘ememgency” Refening 1t the
Sate Depatment postion  against the Mojahedin, he wites:  “There
aremembersofCongress—possibly yours —whomistakenlybelieve
the MughedineKhalq to be a legtimate voce of opposiion o the
presentgovemmentinlran.Why?BecausetheMujahedin-e-Khalq
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has been engaged in intense lobbying,  badked by lragi  money. Dont
let this wvoce bethe ony one your memberof Congress hears. Your
hep s ugenty needed” * Previous repots by the Siate  Department
wereincluded,alongwiththerecommendationthatincontacting

ther congressmen, lranans  shoud sress that the State  Department
is opposed to the Mojahedin.  Thousands of lranians  who had received
ths letter sent copes t the NCRofice in Washington, expressing
theirdisdainatFAIR. Whenthecampaignfailed, theregimesent

faudulent  leters o congressmen and govemment  oficals.

At the sametme, the regme tied to feed the State Department
erroneousinformationontheMojahedin. Forexample, throughan
Iranianmiddieman,NasserKhajenour, “Tehranprovidedalistof
114namesof“formerMojahedinmembers.” Anumberofthese
individuals ae Mng in Ian, someare pison guards and torturers
and ahers  ae welnomn  members of oher goups, indudng  several
Mandst facions. “ Thelist wasone of several propaganda  gimmicks
a threadbare  allegation the regime brings out of mohbals every so
den

TowardstheendofSeptember,theMojahedinreceivedreliable
repots  fom insde sources that  offidals in the regme eqeced an
atfde  against the organization to be pubished in the Wal Steet
Joumal in ealy Ocdober. In astange ooinddence, in September the
Sate Department also  began refening the manyrequests it receved
for nfomaion  onte Moghedn t the Wal Steet Jourd  reporter.
The Moghedins  Washingon press ofice informed the ediors  of the
Wal Street Joumal of the mater.

Overthesummerof1994, theregimelaunchedasustained
campeign of femed ateds onte Moghedn by the siate-contoled
responsble  for the tagc bombing of the holy shine of ImamReza
(the eighth Shite  Imam). Next, they were blamed for the cowardly
muders of tree Chisian  derics. The ondaught  was so dlaring it
appeared odd, even to foreign observers  and analysts.  An informed
joumalist sad a the tme thet eapparery unii the day the repot
comes out, the regme wil be dong something evety day to gwve the
StateDepartmenttheammunitionitneeds.
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Policy Options

TherearetwoschoolsofthoughtconceminglranamongU.S.
govemmentalandnon-govemmentalpolicyplanners,expertsand
Spedialists on Midde East and lranan  affairs. Someargue tat the
oy efedve  gopoach 5 ashow of dedsveress by the  inemational
community. Basing ther argument on the experience of the past 16
years, they refue the noion of moderates o pragmatists wihin e
regme, and sress the mulahs adive ivovement  in intemational
terrorism, epot o fundameniaisn  and dhacs o regonal  countries,
and saunch opposion  © te peace process. They also say the regime
isvigorouslyseekingtoobtainnucleartechnologyandhasan
ambitiousprogramtostockpileadvancedweaponry. Theypointto
efiots to atan long range missies, and o Tehran's demonstrated
readness 1 use tem These epats rase te ssue of fagant human
mhs  vidaions aswd vemg t as indcaie o te regmes bk
of popuar suppot  They condude that te US!s interests are best
seved by afim poicy  visaws the regme. Insead of invesing in
bogus‘moderation, theU.S.shouldlooktochangebythelranian
peope. This approach s endorsed by a Significant bock in Congress.
In recert yearss, representatives and seairs . have singy  and jontly
issued statements caling  for  dedsiveness, condemning the regime
andsupportingtheNCR.

The opposing view is that, in due couse, te acurent  Iran  regime
wil tone downand lose the fenvor of exdremism. Thus, the comect
policyistoencouragethe“moderateorpragmatist'faction. The
proponentsofthisapproacharguethatanyfirmnesstowardthe
Tehranregimewilonlystrengthenthe*radicals"anddelaythe
process of transmutation. Consequerty, whie these experts cannat
deny the regme's extremist  behavior and inolvement  in  termorism,
they poray them as insignificant or the work of ‘rogue” factions
wihin  the regime. Sometimes they are depcted as largely  Moahedin
propaganda.

James Bl explains the views of those couting the mullahs as
werefashionedthroughtheenomouspressures,bothintemaland
etend, tat wee gopled © Ilan” “® Refering © lans  stakege
location, they ague tat the Unted Sales cannat remain  indifferent
toward lran. Tosuppot ther analysis, adwocaes  inevitably reject
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any opposion  to the regime, portraying it instad as a pemrmanent
featurewithwhichtheU.S.mustutimatelycometoterms. Thus,

ther poposed couse of adon & D exdde  ‘paencd veas the
regimeuntiisuchtimeastheU.S.canamveatanunderstanding

wih & Though tey sddom refer O it pubidy, these ‘epets’ a0
beleve tat the US. must make someconcessons 10 enice  te regime
o engage in a dialogue.

Thermidore-type Policy

Ower the years, the advocaes of tis e have done ther  best ©
ey  te megmes pddes N ter adlses nevews and wilngs.
Depending onthe circumstances, they have also advocated
compomise wih the deics asafad o e Thus, manyin the US.
desabe them as “gpoogsts”

In te mid1980s, the procompromise facion fet tat ran wes
onte vege of idoy n te leag War Theefoe, tey sad  te
US. must accept the realty  of the Khomeni regme. The message is
appeasement.Inal1986article,"Howlranisbecomingthe Gulf
Supeponer,” Gay Sdk  awelnoawn  poponent  of tis ine,  refered
o te regmes advances n te war and the passbity o vaoy ad
establishment of an ldamic govemment in lraq;

This scenario  seems farfetched only because it has not happenedyet — But
thisscriptisadescriptionofthebasicelementsofaplanthatiran's
revolutionaryleadershavebeenpursuingwithconsciousdetermination-

and considerable  successover  the past year. f weare suprised agan by
ran, as wehave been in the past, wehavwe ony ouseles to blame.

Ilans  recent successes were te resut  of consdous dedsons tken
revese pooes ta hedbougt @ © acsly deadend n i wer wih g
The brillant feat of ams, whch boe compaison wih Awer Sadafs  supise
atack across the Suez Canal, was no fuke. It demonstrated  corvincngly
thatthelranianleadershipwasnolongermotivatedsolelybyreligious
ra

Onthebasisoftherecentperformance,onecanonlyconcludethat
s miay Wl beafoce D bedeat wih n te rgon for someime ©
core. The samecodsson . gopes o the polical leadarshp. s theoaaic
poliical sudue s uige, een bzare by Wesen sandads. S t hes
shownaremarkableabiitytomanagechaosandtoprotectitsinterests
effecively whenis suwd B a sake “

The apdogists  have lost no opportunity o identfy — signals  for
posive  dange n the regme's  poides. In 21987 atde n Foepgn
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Afais, Gay Sk woe:

Inidally, Ilen podamed s foegn  poiy n absoue,  edusoray s
n which s me wesb save as te eenpar ad caayst 1 bing ‘idam
o te enie wold’” Thelenen Msty of Foegn Afars  and the foegn
senice  were purged repeatedly, and representatives abroad were exhorted
b ahue tadiord doomacy hn fvor of revoutornaty ad dodirel  purty.
Implicitinthisapproachwastheassumptionthattheworidwascormupt

and,intheend, theworidneededlranmorethaniranneededtheworld.

Afler four years of war, that assumpion wasweaing thin. In Ocober 1984,
Khomeinisummoned Iran'sdiplomaticrepresentativesfromabroadand
instructedthemtotakeanewapproach. Weshouldactasitwasdonein

ealy Isam when the Prophet.. send ambassadors o al pats of the word
o estbish  proper relaons. Wecamnot st idy by saing wehavwe nothing
o dowih te govemmens. Ths is contay © ineledt and reigious law.
Weshould have relations wih al govemments with the excepton of afew
wih whch wehae no reaions  at present. Wewl not esisbish  relations
with America unless America behaves properly.”

Thesepronouncementsmarkedafundamentalshift, notinTehran's
foeign  poicy goas but in s stalegy for pusung those goals.  Khomeni
and hs leuenants hed dscovered  that apoicy of unrelening hostity and
pressure  wes geting nowhere, and, more importart, hampering Iran's  abity
D ssan isef  a homg whe fging atd war.

These announcements in ke 1984, were foloned by aseies  of missons
by key Iranan  poliical fores © dozens of counties  tyoughout  the woid.
The message of these emissaies in each case wasthat lran  posed no miitary
o sibvesve  treat o s neghbos,  tat te wer wih Ilag was imposed on
Iran by SaddamHusseins aggresson, that Iran had no tenitorial designs
onlag o any oher naion in te Pesan Guf regon, and that lren  desies
nomal  poliical ad trade rdions  wih a ocouties o te woid.

By mid1986, Khomeini was able to asset ‘There was a time when the
siuation wes chedic  and eveyhing  wasin mins, buthank  Godeverything
5 nowpoper ad ngt. domesic  and inemational afleis  ae put ngt.”

Iran has proved adept in the pracice of ‘thump and &K’  diplomacy,
lashingoutwithwhatappearstobeutterfearlessnessandabandonat
enemiesofallsizeswhilesimultaneouslydiscussingagreementsand
conoessons. IS repuaion asa‘cazy SaE’ s deseved but b s ofen nat
asaay ast seems.

t s apparent that Ian has modfied, at kast for the tme being, is
milenarian goal of bigng ‘“sam ® te enie woid in favor of a poicy
thet might be desabed  as ‘dericalsm in one county..”

Pehaps because o te hgh pice & pad for the ognd  hosage o,
Iran now attempts to avoid drect associaion  wih temorism. Its  deputy
pime minser  hes dedared  (Mh  asraight face) tat & 5 ‘aganst  hosge
teking which s aso rgected by ldam” and that it wil ‘teke any measures
in is powers wherever in the wold’ to oppose the taking of hostages. *®
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Mr.Sick'scommentarywaspublishedwhileascoreofAmerican
ad Biish  naionals were being held by the regme’'s  agents in South
Lebanon.Atthesametime, hedescribedtheregimeasavictimof
the Moghedin's  temorism.

In1988, Sicklikenedthe Iraniansituationtowhatwas
transpiing in te Sovet Unon “ Adwcaing apoicy of couing the
mullahsmoreopenly, hestressedthatthe United Statesmustrid
issf of the specer of the lenConra  afar tet had cast a shadow
oer US pdcy in the regon. ¥ Sometime kter, in a CNNnevew,
helaudedtheU.S.govemmentforholdingsecrettalkswiththe
regime’srepresentatives. “8 InasubsequentinterviewwithNBC
television,heagainexpressedsupportforsecrettalkswiththe
mullahs,sayingthatthelraniansreallywantedtochangetheir
image. *

Shortlyafterthe State Departmentreportcameout, Mr. Sick
woe, ‘len B e for apeecdd owtue P eesong  ‘lsthion o
potential ofenders,  even when combined wih asricc  intemational
ban on the sde of nudear techndogy s not suficent o soe the
utimate  problem.” * Rejecting the poicy of containment,  he added
that the Cinton Administration shoud namea senor  represeniative
b dat ©dg  wihout preoondios, wih len  Mr Sds  canddae
for te job wes Assstant  Secetary of Sae Robet Peletreay, whose
departmentpreparedthereportontheMojahedin. Sickconcluded
that appontng a senior  represeniative ‘would  add a new seriousness
of pupose o US. exressons of wilingness to tak o lIan. Iran
complains that its secuity concems go unheeded by the West” % In
other words, the appointed contact to establish  dialogue with the
mullahs'wouldaddress Tehran's“securityconcems. Themullahs
haverepeatedlyandexplicitlyidentifiedtheirprimaryconcem,
throughdiplomaticchannelsontheonehandandbytorturingand
exeauing even magnal  suppoters of the Resistance,  assassinating
Ressances  adivss aboed, and bombing s beses. Oficaks n te
US. and other counties are fuly aware of this realty. Clearly,
therefore, Mr. SdKs cal for addogue wih Tehran to addess is
secuity  concems can meanonly one thing:  That the US. attack the
Moghedin and National Councl of Resistance, a pimary “security
concem’  of the lanan  regime.

To pomuigate  such views, ther authors must potray the regime
as popular and conceal its  atrocities. In 1988, Khomeni ordered an
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exensve  wave of poliical execuions  largely  of Moghedn  members
andsympathizers,describedasunprecedentedbyinternational

human rights  organizations. His designated  successor, Hossein Al
Montazeri,protestedthattheexecutionswouldnoteliminatethe

Moghedin, but ony add o ther  populary. Here s what James Bil

had to say about the mass executons aftr awvist 1 lan in ealy

1989, Aseting thet te ‘geat meply o te lenen  peope  suppot’

the regime, he added:

Whenthemostrecentcyclemercifully stopsspinning, the periodof

revolutionary edreme temor shoud be complete.  With the war apparenty
overandtheoverwhelmingmajorityofthelranianpeopleseekingpeace

and nomaky, tere s hope that the 10h amnvesary  of the revouion  wil
usherinanewerawhentherevolutionarypragmatistswilltakeoverthe
poliicalcontrolsofthestateandwhenthebuilders,reconstructers,

deveopers, and heders can mowet te foe o py ther tades =

Sx yeas He, M. Bls vHos o modedion and reconsiucion
inlranarenowhereinsight. Onthecontrary,themulliahshave
intensifiedthe crackdownoninternaldissentandsteppedup
intemational terorism  and export  of fundamentalism, emerging  as
the main treat t peace and Stabiity in te regon.  Yet, Mr BI
insists  onhs views. In apece for Mdde East Poicy in 1993, he
dies adsoouse onte regmes sae and US. poiy. In usifying
the mukehs  atodies, he potays te lenan regmes  humaniighs
violations, terrorism,weaponspurchasesandeffortstoacquire
nudear technology as ‘myths” and therefore  negigible. Like other
suppoters of compomise, he beleves  tat the US. must take futher
steps in rapprochement with the lranian  regime, and questions  even
thenominaldenunciationsbythePresidentandthe Secretaryof
See.  Hewies:

The curent US. poicy of pressuing and pubidy ocondening flen is based
uponaseriesofpredominantmythsandmisunderstandings...American
poicy makers are pursuing  a counterproductive strategy. Intemationally,
ran will respond in kind to US. pressure;,  wihin  the Islamic  Repubic  of
Iran itseff, ths pressue wil  ony stenghen te most edreme groups who
connue to feed off the emotons and suffeing  that have foloned in the
path of the revoluon and the long, devesiaing  wer wih Irag.

f US pocy adpesue ae ade 0 doseious  economic and poliical
hams © Ien, the resut  coud be dsestous  for the stbily in te Persan
Guf. (A pudent poicy woud frst  be based on a recogniion of what is
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mythandwhatisrealityconceminglran.Suchpolicywouldtheninvolve

onng doanthe heoic  whie paediong  te paience  belfiing agest poner.
TheUnitedStatesshouldconsiderimplementingalow-keydialoguewhile

nitating asgies o oonfidence  buidng  measures that woud be gpporioned
o the lranan response. *

Anotherpersonintroducedasaniranexpertattheendofthe
StateDepartmentreportisMehdiNoorbaksh, lbrahimYazdi'sson-
in-law. Mr.Noorbakshhasveryclosetieswiththeregime’s
ambassadortothe UnitedNations, KamalKharrazi,whohasgiven
lage sums of money o the Insttute for Research in ldamic  Studes
(IRIS),whichNoorbakshheads. Hecriticizes U.S. policyfor
inatention 0 the ‘reEome’ fadions, whch, heegans, B whyte
present regime has radicalized. Heeven blames this policy for the
hostage  crisis, agung tat even Khomeni  wes iniialy opposed 0
the US. Embassy takeover.  Nootaksh formulates his version of the
poper US. poicy onlan in ts way.

It has to be recognzed that the process of transiommation has not yet been
compeed.  Therewoion s not yet over. enen sodey s sl N apost
revolutionaryphaseinwhichmanyquestionsmustbeansweredandmany

problemsresolved. Conflictaidsonlyradicalisminsideandpostpones

constructive debates on domesic and foreign  poicy. %

Speaking of oher, dwase fados N en,  he condudes:

AwarenessofthisdiversityhelpstheU.S.toovercomemisunderstanding
aboutlslamandthe Muslimworldandencouragespositiveengagement
withMuslimsandIranianswhowithinandoutsidethegovernmentare
pushing for moderation. %

The discredied saga of ‘moderaes’ 5 the aux of M. Noohakshs
aeyss.  The poy hes been successiuly wsed for yeas by e mulahs,
wh alite hep fom ter fieds © foesd afm pdy. h ter
“‘impartial”assessments, however,Messrs.NoorbakshandBill
orroock 15yeas of US. efots o e te mukhs and redize  the
dreamof“‘moderates.” Thatpolicywasadismalfailure,only
encouragng the mulshs O pesst  in ther  polices. Interestingly,
opposion o the  Mojahedin.

Ervand Abrahamian, whose wiings  fom the basis for the State
Departmentreport,explainsthisgroup'sperspectiveinhismost
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recent book, Khomenism. Hewies that the word “fundamentalist’
does not popely defire Khomen. The cored B s ‘populst’ i
Khomensm 5 afom of popusm, it ooniains the potental for dhange
and acoepiance  of modemity-even  evenualy  of poliical pluralism,
gender equalty, indvidual nghts and sodal democacy” * He adds:
“MyargumentisthatKhomeinismshouldbe seenasaflexible

asargos  owsade oosessed wih o sapud B g puiy
andtheologicaldogma.” %8 |nthelastchapterafhisbook, Mr.
Abrahamianconcludes:“Astheradicalshavebeenmarginalized,

Rafsanjaniand Khameneihave implemented afullrange of
Thermidore-typepolicies;intheeconomy,insocialmatters,in

judiciary, and in foregn  affars” ® Severa yeas afer the booKs
publication,however,theconsequencesofthese Thermidore-type

poiitical and sodal  suppresson,  gowing pubic  dscontent  at home
and increasng  invovement  in terorism abroad.

Bic Hoogund s another source of repot  Lavish in his support
for te muehs of Ian, hehes frequenty taveed © tat county in
recentyears,andisoneofthemaostnotoriousproponentsofan
appeasement poicy.  Herecerly — became Editor  in Chief of US-Han
Review, pubished in Washingon by the mulahs US. lobby, FAR

Dangerous Moderates

Parick Clawson, anepat onlenen  dfais, reeds doser  tes
wih the regme, noing: “The moderates maypose a greater  threat
than the fadicals o sabity n te Guf.” ®In hs book Ians
Challengetothe West: How, Whenand Why? hewrites: “Many
arguments have been made against  culivating relaions  wih Iranian
moderates” Dismissng  the poicy of ‘tingng  Iean o the famiy of
neions” e Saes

Thispolicyofaccommodationisbasedonthehypothesisthat
economicmoderation—iree-marketpolicies,extensivetradeand
investment—wil led 0 foreign poicy moderation.  Sofar, tere s
ile edlence © sypot tis assumpion. Indeed, t ocoud be agued
thatadditionalresourceshavepermittedirantoaccelerateits
rearmament,tostepupitspressureonGulfstates,andtomeddie
more in Midde Eastem polices fom Lebanon to Algeia and Sudan
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the exact opposte of what Europe and Japan had hoped to accomplsh

trough their poicy of accommodation. ©

Refeing  to congressional opposion  and ardes
highlighting ‘the nsks of geater tade wih Iran,
poy as ingfedhe

in te press
he brands the

Gng te edny epeenes g te enCota o,

M. Canson desobes the poiy o ‘camorandsick’

Acarrot-and-stickpolicycontainsdangersthatneedtobecarefully

as unreasic:

oosceed k5 ky D un ot D beks efede  ten hoped ad n ay
case, it mght not be acoeplable o the American people. There maywel be

no basis for a constuctive relationship between the Islamic

Repubic  and

the US.. In this case, te bet US poicy maybe conainment. Economic

weaknessesandthegrowingdisilusionmentofthelranianpeoplewith
o comanment woud suoceed.  Theresevor of suppot for e
fed by the waters of hatred for te shah, has un dy. ®

JoshuaMuravchik aspecialistindemocracy,humanrightsand

et a poicy
derics, once

American foreign  policy, sees the policy choice of ‘regme versus

Moghedi” i alager oconex, i which the Mojghediis

o

toward democracy is the key factor.  Democracy, Muravchk believes,

may offerananswerto aterrible problem, the rise of Islamic
‘fundamentaism,” that is fanatical, poliiczed and vidert..
special concem from the point of view of those who delight

t & aso o
in the recent

pogess  of democracy aound the gobe. Wih the oolapse  of the bst of te
geat and temble 20th century totalitarian ideological altematives to

democracy, the one remaining fierce  opponent of democracy in
te foce of Kamc fagidcem ®

Reflectingonhisdiscussions aboutdemocracywiththe
Mojahedin,Mr.Muravchikstates:

Theideathatitmightbe possibletostimulatethedevelopmentofa
democraticovementinlrantochallengefanaticismrightatitscenter
intiguedme.Fortoday, TehranistolslamicfanaticismwhatMoscowwas
toworldcommunism. 6

Afer reviewing the State Depatments  alegations
possbe  explanatons, he reasons:

6 2
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ff tey fre Moghedn] are not the good guys thet they say, and | hope they
are,westilhaveahard-headedstrategicreasontosupportthem. The
govemmentofiranisaveryspecialthreatandanenemywhosepotential

for damage spreads very far and wide..

There s also aless hadheaded reason for teking an interest  in what
the Mojphedn say. Lefs suppose that the fears of ther  ciics are wel
founded,andtheydonotmeanwhattheysayaboutdemocracy. Thefact
that they are taking about democracy and not Sloganeering, is sl very
important. Theyaretalkingaboutthevaluesofreligioustoleranceand
conesed  eledions. They ae kg about the vaues of terance  as opposed
tocruelty,whichseemstobethefundamentalissue. Theyarespreading
ths message amongthe Iranian people and in ther pat of the woldd. This
isaveryvaluablemessagetohavespread,whetherthepeoplewhoare
sreadng t ae soee o ot Wehave ofen seen that peope st Soreading
amessage and eventualy  they convince themselves. Fom this  perspective,
een te dgedion  tet tey ae nshcere s not adecsve  doedion, because
the Mojghedin say the rght things about democracy, and | ameager to see
peope in tis pat of the wold taking about democracy. ®

FoXs Tai
In 5 scacth for away padege te besdess alegaions aganst
the Mojghedin, the State Department has refered t the views of a
number of appeasement poicy advwocates. Asthe Persian saying  goes:
‘They asked the fox, Whois your winess? Hesad, Mytall”
Inhisbook, Khomeinism ,Ervand Abrahamianexplainsthat
duringtheMossadeqera,theshah'sregimetried, withthedirect
asssance of govemments suppoting i O rewie  hisoy:
SomeWesem academics dd ther  best © expugae  fom their  publcations
anymentionofthe CIAandMI6inthe 1953 coup. Infact, recent
auobogaphes  reveal thet the sheh ofien subsdzed  Bifish  and American
academics whose publications tended to reinforce  the cout Vview of modem
lnan  hisoy,  especaly o te 1953 eets. ¥

Themullahs'regimehaspursuedthesame modusoperand;
promating its viens through third paties and spending miions  of
das onldby goys, suh as FAR Thee 5 a gyniicat diference,
however. In light of the imemediable aises plagung them, before
seeding 0 dstot  hsooy, te muahs must it ty © coer w te
present  Therr  atrodiies a homeand ther  intemational isolation
abroad.
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A Decade of Appeasement

OnJuy 24, 1985 Richad Muphy, Asssant Secretary of Stte for
Near Easem Afflars  in the Reagan administration, appeared  before
ahearingoftheHouseForeignAffairsSubcommitteeofEuropeand

te Mdde Eas At the sessols  dose he pooseded © read unsolded
remarksaboutthe People’sMojahedinoflranintotherecord.
AmbassadorMurphy’sstatementreadinpart “Theyaremilitanty
Islamic,anti-democratic,anti-American,andcontinuetoemploy

teroism  and vidence  as sandad  instuments of ther  policies” !
Thisratherabruptburstofaccusationsstariedthecommittee
membersandreporterspresent. ltwaswithoutprecedentfora

peponer D o aiadk aressance . movement b a reigos, terrorist
regime.
If atthetime, itwasunclearwhythe United Stateswouldso
stronglylashoutamovementwhichhadalreadyseennearly40,000

of s members and sympathizers  executed by the nling regime, the
lter reease of te Tower Commisson Repot daried the motives.
Inalettertohiscontact, ManouchehrGhorbanifar(aniranian
middleman)notedthatthe State Departmenthadmetoneofthe

mulahs nine demands for te reease of the Americans taken hostage

by proregme  terorists: “Ilssuance] of an offical announcement
terming the Mojahedin-e Khalg Organizationterroristand
Meod.” 2

AreviewofeventsprecedingRichardMurphy'sremarkssheds
ight onthe subect In 1984, senators Gay Hart, Edward Kennedy,
andanumberofrepresentativeshadwittentoMassoudRajavito
dedare ther suppot for the lranian  peopes just Ressance. The
rgmMes  nemal  Siuation a the tme wes aiica These saements
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ofsupport,accompaniedbythousandsmorefromothercountries,
alarmedthemullahs,whosubsequentlymadeanynormalizationof
relationswith\Westerncountries, includingtheUnited States,

coningent  upon cubing  the aciviles of the Maoahedn and National
Cound of Resslance. Hence, missles were not the only issue being
negatiated by Oiver  Noth and the mulahs;,  the Moghedin's  presence
intheUnited Statesandcongressionalsupportwerealsoonthe
agenda. Asin oher inslances, those imolved in te langae  aflar
misinformedCongressaboutthe Mojahedin, distortingfactsto

undermmine  their  support.

InDecember1984,the State DepartmenthadwrittentoRep.
LeeHamitton,thenChairmanofthe Subcommitteeon Europeand
the Mdde Eas, © dafy is oficd vews on te Moghedn: ‘The
Ilenan  Mughedn remains ahighy  naonaistic, ldamic,  leftwing
and antwestem organizaton...” SThe eter wes oloned by a more
detailed, 1page repot  BEven though it had been prepared in line
wih the oeral langate poicy - and theefoe dsoied  the facds
ad rased fase  alegatons aganst te Moghedn - te repot s in
some respects  enlightening, shce it appeared in te ealy dSages of
Irangate,  before the mullahs had fomulated al of their demands,
and conains  several  ponts  later  dened or questoned by the St
Department.

In relerence © the Moghedn's edesve  sodd  bese, for exampe,
te repot  noks:

*  Anestimated100,000wel-organizedsympathizersmarched
through Tehran. Thedemonstrationhadbeenorganizedwithout
accesstoanyofthemajormediaoutietsandannouncedonlyin
Mujahedin publications and byword of mouth. Simultaneous
Mujahedindemonstrationstookplacethroughoutiran.

» TheMujahedinunsuccessfullysoughtafreelyelected
constiuent assemby o dat  a consiiuon.

* [Masud]RajaviwasforcedtowithdrawwhenAyatollah
Khomeiniruledthatonly candidateswhohad supportedthe
constitutionintheDecemberreferendum-whichtheMujahedinhad
boyooted - were elgble.

e Raavs wihdawal satement emphaszed te goups efiots
to confoom to elecion  regulations and reiterated the Mujahedin's
inenion 0 advance is  poliical ams wihn  te newlga sysem.

e The Mughedn wasthe only Ileflist goup wih enough first-
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round votes [n the pafiamentary elections] o qualify canddates
for the munoff Rajpv  and Khiabani seemed assured of winning...

The gougs  alegation tet wie tles hadbeen deed © dey Rai
and Khiabanls ~ vidories, were ignored.

e OnJune 251980, Khomeini responded by a major statement
aganst the Mujahedin, daming their actviies would deral the
revolution and bing back ‘US. dominance.”

e [n mdl971] d the foundng Mushedn lades were ether
imprisoned  or executed.

*  In1973,adedicatedMarxistfaction...murderedseveral
Mujghedin leaders who preferred  the Ilamic  content,  as opposed to

*  [Masud|Rajavi—thenimprisonedforant-shahactivites—
was acoepted  as the Mujghedin's  leader and chief  ideologue.

e Sewd thousands of fhe Moghedn's] folowers  or aleged
foloners  probably  have been executed. 4

Khomeini Setsthe Terms

Apparently,themullahsdidnotiikethisversion.Sixmonths
later,onJune 14,1985, the State Departmentissuedanother
statement  against the Mojghedin  which contrasted  shaply  wih the
s ocoaned n is pevouss rpot I s saement the ‘highly
TheMojahedinwho,accordingtothe December1984report,had
‘sougt afedy eeded ocondiuent asemby o dat  a conddiuion)
‘senved  as i seauty  fooes for the newregme’”

In June 1985, tens of thousands of Iranians, indudng 2500 in
Washingon, DC, dedared ther suppot for te lanan  Ressance
inworldwide demonstrations. 5 AsignificantnumberofU.S.
congressmensentmessagesofsupportoraddressedthegathering.
Shortlythereafter,onJuly24,1985,theDepartmentissuedits
unsolicited statementduringthe congressionalhearing. The
Secretariat of te National Cound of Resstance of Ian prepared a
detoled  response 0 the  alegations, whch it submited 1o pertinent
officials, toclarifythefacts.lrangatemastermindsandtheir
operatves  in the State Department,  however, had bought the taior-
madeschemebylranian“moderateswholesale.
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TheU.S.mediafound"thedupingofU.S.congressmen’byan
repies by the Resstance's  represeniatives, honever, they coud not
cometogripswiththe Department'scontradictorypositions.A
corespondet for amgor Eevision newok tod Dr Al S, then
U.S.pressspokesmanfortheMojahedininWashington,thathewas
dumbfounded by the State Depatments ready wilingness to provide
“documents”ontheMojahedin’s‘terrorism,”coupledwithfoot-
draggingaboutdocumentspertainingtothemullahs'terrorist
adiviles. Lie dd he or ayone ese know thet te maserminds  of
Irangatehadmadeadealwithcriminalswhohadexecutedlranians
en masse, indudng  pregnant women, raped young gl supporters  of
the Mojahedinbefore executingthem, gouged outthe eyesof
Mojahedin  prisoners, and poured acd downther vicims  throats.
Meanwhile,themullahshadalsomurdered241 Americanmarines
in asnge e@poson in Beiut ©Judge Lawrence Walsh, Irangate's
independentcounsel, publishedareportin1993,singlingout
AssistantSecretaryof State RichardMurphyasoneofthe State

Depatments nine payers in the lrangate  scanddl.

Irangate Aftermath

Followingtheexposure oflrangate, the State Department
contactedtheMojahedin'sWashingtonofficeinNovember1986,to
fomaly request adaogue. In several meetings between one State
DepartmentofficialandMojahedinrepresentativesinWashington,
the offical desaobed the Depatmenfs previous posion as “Stupd
and unrealsic.” He reiterated that American policyqmakers  viened
the Moahedin as the ‘ony sefious and sihcere  foce  with  a decisive
e n te fure devdopmens n len” (Minues B tese meeings
are avalabe.) Hestressed that the June 14, 1985, saement by the
Departmenthadbeendiscardedandanewonewashbeingprepared.
Thepressalsocriticizedtheappeasementpolicyandconsequent
posion  onte Ressance. @

In spring 1987, Representative Merwn M. Dymaly, refening to
the Toner Commisson repot,  quesioned Assslant Secetaty  of St
RichardMurphyabouttheDepartment'seffortstodiscreditthose
HousememberswhohadendorsedtheMojahedin. ®Inasubsequent
“DearColleague’letter, Mr.Dymallyexplainedhowthelranian
Resstance had been vicimzed by the lrangate deals.
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Mr.Murphywasagainquestionedaboutthelrangatescandalat
a hearing on Apil 21, 1987, by the Subcommittee on Europe and the
MiddleEast Inlinewiththechangeinpolicy, Mr.Murphydidan
about-facewhenaskedaboutthe Department'santi-Mojahedin
saements.  Hesad 1 wl vay feey admt that tere were gaps in
our knowledge about the organization,” adding, “We meet, have met
withtheMojahedinOrganizationhereinWashington. Theyarea
payer in ran.We are not boycoting them” & The Washigion Post
camedhisremarksthenextday. 2Thesamemonth,theKhomeini
regme, concemed about a poicy change in favor of the Mojahedin,
once again reacted, this time pubidy. United Press Intemational
quoted Hashemi-Rafsanjani, then Majls speaker, as saying that ff
the US. goemment wee o auial te admiles o te aniKhomen
MojahedinKhalgoppositionmovement, thelraniangovernment
would end iis suppot of termonst goups in Lebanon. B

Washington apparenty  swalloned the bat  Soon thereafter, the
Department  official informed  the Mojahedin's  representatives that
the Department'spolicyhadchangedandthathewasnolonger
permitedtomeetandtalkwiththeorganization. tbecameclear
thatthe catastrophicfailure ofthe Irangate policyhadonly
temporarilyforcedtheproponentsofappeasementintoretreat. A
yearlater,theywereback makinganotherattempttonegotiatea
compromisewiththemullahs.

Theappeasementpolicy continuedtohold swayduringthe
administration of George Bush, who addressed a message to Tehran's
rders  in his inauguration speech:  “Goodwil  begets  goodwil” The
goal,accordingtoU.S.govemmentofficials,wasconstructive
engagement of Ian, to which end, apparenty, the State Department
passed in te absud alegatons ingeing  fom the langae e
The Ametfican peope's  elected  representatives in Congress, honever,
knewbetter.MembersofCongressfrombothparties,affrontedby
the regime's tenorist, medieval nature,  increasingly supported  the
IranianResistanceandcondemnedtheKhomeiniregime,ignoring

the Departments  allegations against the Resistance.

Here We Go Again
In September 1989, the State Department repied 1t aleter to
SecretaryofState JamesBakerfromCongressmanMenvynDymally. 14

Repeatingthelrangateallegations,the Departmentrejected M.
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Dymally'srequesttoresumedialogue withthe Mojahedin. In
condlusion, the letter enunciated the real reason for the hostie
ditude  towards the lranian Resistance:  “We beleve  a more nomal
relationship beween Ian and the Unied Stes s desiabe” B
Four days ke, John Kely, Asssant Secelay of Sae for Near
Eastern Affairs addressed a House subcommittee hearing.
RespondingtoaquestionfromChairmanHamittonaboutaletter
from186membersofCongressurgingSecretaryBakertosupport
thelranianResistance, Kellyrepeatedthesameoldaccusations
againsttheMojahedin. 1
Twoweekslater, Representative Dymallysubmittedanother
kter © Secetay Baer Afer it daiying the fads conceming
the allegations in the State Departments  September 15 letter, Mr.
DymallyproposedanexplanatorybriefingbetweentheDepartment
andtheMojahedin'srepresentatives. 17 OnOctober6, the State
Depatment sent Mr. Dymaly anote. Wihout refering to his reply,
theDepartmentagaincitedtheMojahedin’'splanfor theviolent
osthrov of the Govemment of an” as the reason for s refusd ©
engage in adadogue. ¥
The poicys pusut aso led © te amest on bogus chages, of
Dr. Aladdn Touran, then representative of the National Coundl of
Resstance i Washington, as he entered the United States in August
1989. Aslaer proved in cout, Dr. Towan had commited no offense.
Toinformtheregimeofthegesture,Americansourcesleakedword
o the arest t meda souces in te Pesan Guf saes. Khomenis
death in June and Rafsanjanis presdency had agan tempted Westem
oounties, ndudng somespecd et gous n the Unied Saies
o tke anoher sab a the ‘moderates’ in Iran.
The Bush administration's poicy onlan, the Moghedn and the
Khomeiniregimeremainedmoreorlessunchanged. Thegradual
sufacng of Rafsanani’s domestic  faiures, the inssence  on expot
of temorism, and the bd to ke advantage of the Persan Gulf War
toestablishan“IslamicGovemment”iniraq(forwhichreason
Presdent Bush hated te war), however, et lte room for further
dealsorcompromiseswith Tehran.
OneoftheStateDepartment'slastpronouncementswasissued
whenaHouse majority of 219 members of Congress signeda
statementinsupportoftheNational CouncilofResistance. The
satement, madepubic onJuy 8 1992, sad in pat
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...Thetimehascomeforthefreeworldtoformacommonfrontagainst
fundamentalismwiththosefightingforpeaceanddemocracyagainstthe
Iranianregime. Inannouncingaspecific programanddetermining
resposbe  poides veavs recert  inemaional developmens,  the Naiordl
Cound of Ressiance, ld by Mr. Massoud Rajavi, has demonstated  that it
5 detemined and abe  conbue D peace and Sabity n ts sensive
egn

Experiencehasshownthatthisresistance’sprofoundpopularand

religious roos wihin - lan's peope ae te best impedment to the Iranian
regmes abuse of popuar reigous  seniments.  Hence s ressence s the
soluion  to the phenomenon of fanaic  fundamentalism.

Weare corvinced that support for the National Councl of Resistance
wl ootbue © te achevement o peace and Sabily for d te oounties
o te regon. ¥

InresponsetoarequestfromacorrespondentoftheKhomeini
regime’'snewsagency, IRNA, State DepartmentspokesmanJoseph
Snydergatheredagroupofreportersatthe Department,wherehe
repeated the same od allegations aganst the People's Moghedn. 2
Themessagewasclear: Althoughamajority inthe House of
Representatives endorsed the lranian  Resistance, you can count on
s

The New Administration

Iniially, t appeared tat apoicy debae wesbeng conduded in
the new administration. Such a debate probably continues, to some
exent  Whie the Presdent and Secretary of State concured that
Tehran was the worst supporter  of terrorism, descibed the regime
as an ‘intemational outawy,”  and spoke of a conainment poicy, te
officials a Sae dd not budge. The same peope who had formulated
the poicy o gpopeesement connued © st onther e They never
refered 10 the conanment poicy in any official satement.  Pushed
for adsragt answer by a House Foreign Aflars  Committee  hearing,
the Asssat Secelary of Sae for Near Basem Afais  dd hs best
b aod te tm ‘conanmen’ never once saing  tat t wes ofical
US. pacy onlan. 2 Hence, the new adminstration's poicy hes for
a padicad puposes,  been a coninuation o te past poky.

Geoffrey Kemp, an expert on Midde East afeis at the Camege
Endowment,writes,

A it dance the Cinon  adminstaton semsdealy © suppot the former
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vew fhat the lanan regme s te most sefious treat o US. and Wesem
interests ~ in the Middle East] Secretary of State Wamen Chrstopher  has
asseted  that the Cinon  team has a“sronger  poicy of isoating Iran than
the pior  administaion dd Wehik Ian 5 an inemaional outiaw.. and
were tying to pesuade the oher naons of the wold t feel as wedo,
feat Fen as anoubw” N redlly, honever, tee 5 ks D ts  newAmeican
toughnessthanmeetstheeye. Theadministrationhasopenlycalledfora

dialoguewiththe Teheranregimeand (thoughscarcelymentionedby

administration officials) US. epots to lan have inceased  dramaticaly
oer te past o yeas and indide mgor sdes of o dilng and engneering
equipment Exportsmayreach$1bilionin1993comparedto$747milion

in 1992, $627 miion in 1991 and $161 miion in 1990. lan s akso seling
huge amous of o 0 US. ol ocompanes - between $35 blion  and $4 biion
ayer - whosd t onte wold maket For this piviege the ol companes
pay Ian in had cumency, which not ony helps Ian's  stugging economy
butitsrearmamentprogramaswell. 2

In is lst days, te prevous administration gave moe keeway 1
American companies t0 buy lranian ol. The amount of trade between
theU.S.andlrancontinuedtomountin1994. Presentlytheylead
al the oher ol companes. 2 The Unted Sates s repotedy s
tid lgest tadng pate, aler Gemany and Japan # In a aiical
commentary, ‘Double standard in deding with Iran?  The Washingion
Times wrote;

In 1994, American ol companies were lran's  biggest customers,  purchasing
about$4hilionworthduringtheyear. Thesalesmarkedanastonishing
19.5percentincreaseovertheprevious12months.Lamentably, American
dollarsarehelpingtofinancetheverysamelranianactivitiesthe
administraion has deplored.
Americanoilcompaniesare providinglranwithmorethanenough
moneyto fund s purchases of ams and miltary technoogy The ol deals
alsohaveassistediraninpayingforterrorismandotherintemational
mischiefmaking.
ThecompaniesinvolvedareExxon,BayQil, Coastal, Texaco,Mobil
and Calex, the later ajont venure of Texaco and Chewon. But they are
not the only American fims contrbuting to the lanan  economy.
SomeUS.  corporations have obained  lucrative conracts o sel  high
techndogy and other producs to Iran.  The fims  indude  Apple Computers,
MotorolaU.D.F.andATTGloballnformation.
Rockwellintemationalsoldhelicoptergearandelectronics, Bell
Helicoptersuppliedfivehelicopters, HewlettPackardsellsadvanced
computersandChryslerplansajointlyoperated Jeepassemblyplant.
Futhermore,  a Reston, Va, fim, known as Octagon, has signed a contract
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D sl poibe saeliie Bephones  for use by the lenen  miaty.

The adminstraion s coed h tyng © Bose Ien  Tehans  pusut
of nudear weapons, s suppot for teroism and Islamic  edremism  as wel
asis efots (o undemine the Midde East peace process must be stopped.
But, in view of the webof commerdial actvity that  increasingly binds the
Unied Saies and Tehran, the adminstraion's giots © sop dher counties

UnderAmericanpressure,Japanhasdelayeda$450millionloan
package © Tehran. But the administaion cant cedbly ask tat the loan
becanceledaslongasAmericancompaniesprofitfromtradingwithlran.

For the samereason, the administration's potests  against Russa seling
nudear reactrs o lan sound holow. %

APolicy Misguided

In response 0 repeated cals by members of Congress for  didlogue
wih te lenen Ressance,  ofidas a Sae hae moe o ks Suk
to the 1985 tashing of the Moghedn. In a show of how inconsistent
apicy canbe n the paiod povded by Congess for a comprehensive
and obectve  repot  on the Mojahedin, these same officials spared
noopportunitytodisplaytheiranimositytowardthe Iranian
Resstance, whie continualy peadng wih Tehran for a dislogue,
descibng  the Khomeini regime as a ‘permanent  feature.”

Without doubt, the pimary vidims of the poicy of appeasement
have been and remain the lranian people and Resistance.  The people
andgovemmentoftheUnitedStates, however,arerunningaclose
secondasbiglosersinthisdisgracefuldeal. Theregime'stwo
fundamentaldemandsfromthe U.S. governmentaretoloosen
restrictions onsaes of ol technoogy and other goods—curenty
underway—andtomaintainahostileattitudetowardthelranian
Resistance.

Cealy, the mulahs havwe never sought diplomatic  relations or
intemational relaions  mns contaly o te medevd naure of the
velayat-efagih. TheregimeneedstotoutAmericaasitsenemy.

Ironically, it s aways te Unted Sates which is appeding t the
regme for dooreic  rhios adopen ded s OneUS dicd

or another  sporadicaly, and uniaterally, issues  an invitation to
negoiate  wih tis  ‘intemational outaw”  Khamenei and Rafsanjani
routinely reect  these proposals.  In other words, purely from the
sandport o the polical ad dpomaic  balance  of poner, the poicy
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espoused for so many years by the State Department is
unprofessional,encouragingthemullahs'terrorismandrogue
conduct
Apolicysofaroffthe mark obviously stemsfromwhatis
essentially a misperception of the Khomeni regime, as wel as fom
alck of suficent infomation about s inemal  siuation The
later s noting new, and has been behind American poicy blunders
nen a dieet  pndues paricuady dung the 197 revouion,
whentheU.S.reliedontheinformationprovidedby SAVAK( orits
aeyss o te lenan  Siuaion
DuringKhomeini'sera, the State Department'sassessments
refeced aworse defcdency  of information than duing the shah's
time. Thediplomatic, militaryandeconomicties,andelaborate
embassiesoftheshah’seranolongerexisted. Afterthe State
Departmenthad characterizedthe Iranian peopleandtheir
Resstance  as ‘Videt  tenorists, wihout any popuar baddng,’
‘ot worth  istening o’ what remaned but the regime, is lobby
is opeaves n adout of he US?
Westernforeignpolicyingeneral,andthatoftheU.S.in
particular,however, suffersfromamore basicproblem: Non-
comprehension  of the religious dictatorship and the velayate fagh
system. Drawingparallelsbetweenthisregimeand20thcentury
dicatorships, such as the shahs o those of vaious Lain  American
oounties, gwes te fase mpesson ta the mudhs ae ndred
appeasement and change. Sixteen years of experience, however, has
shown that poices  seeking to placate and appease the mulahs have
onlyonemessage,weakness,whichemboldenstheregimetoexport
moreterrorismandfundamentalism,i.e.,Khomeinism. Theonly
eflecive poicy wih Tehvan s fimness.

and
and
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History

The nneeenth  century, oonadng  wih te nde of the Qaar dynesly

inlran,isrememberedbymostlraniansasaneraofnational

Subugeion by foregn povers,  pariauary imperel  Russa and Great

Britain, bothofwhichfrequentlyinfringedonlraniannational

sovereignty. Cotrol  over lanian ol felds madeBrian  the major

power in ran until te end of Wold Warll. After the fal of Reza

Shah's  dictatorship in 1941, popular movements began to voice the

lranian  resentment of Briish  colonialism and the puppet regimes.

Inthelate 1940s, Dr. Mohammad Mossadeq ledthe movementto

nationalize Ians o  industy. His movement had widespread  support

amongthe lranan peope, and the shah wasforced in 1951 to appoint

hm as pime misler  afer  pafament raiied te o naionaizaion

bil. Dr.Massadeq's27-month-termwasdevotedontheonehandto

impementing  the newlaw, and on the other to confronting the joint

conspiraciesofthecourt, reactionaryclergy,andpro-Soviet

communistTudehParty. TheBritishessentiallycoordinatedthese

CONSIACES. Depe te g n ks favor onte d e by te

IntemationalCourtofJusticeattheHagueandthe U.N.General

Assembly, Briish  hostity towards Mossadeg's  govemment  persisted.

h 1952 the Uned Saes died isf wh te Bish n ts pooy.
Unfortunately, Mossadeg's owvertrov  in a U.S-engineered coup

déa ocovinced Ianans  thet te Unted Siates hed replaced  Biiain

in defendng te shah and depiving  lanans of democracy and their

natonal  interests. The bruel  suppresson  of student protests  and

the kiing of tree sudent leades oy for months afer the oo,

onte ere of Vice Presdent Richard Nxons tp 0 Iran in December

1953 oy seved 0 cofimm  this  view.
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In arepot submited o Presdent Hsenhoner's  Natonad — Secuiy
Councl in 1953, US. poicymakers explained ther suppot for the
shah:

Overthelongrun,themosteffectiveinstrumentformaintaininglran's
orientationtowardsthe\Westisthemonarchy,whichintumhasthearmy

asis ony real source of power. US. miltay ad senes to impove amy
morale, cement amy loyally to the shah, and thus consoidate  the present
regme and provide someassurance that ran's  cument  orientaion towards
the West wl  be pepetual. 2

Mohsen Miani, author of The Makig of lans lamc  Reawlfon

The coup had dastic  consequences.  Fist,  because it was generdy  belleved
that te United Sttes had saved his throne, the shah lost his legiimacy.
From then on, he was tainted as an American puppet.  and most important,
theforeign-orchestratedcoupseemedtohavetouchedtheverysensitive
pride-nerveofsomemiddleclassliranianswhoperceivedthemonarchas

America's  shah. 2

John F. Kemredy's eecion 1t te Presdency n 1960 raised  hopes
that the new administration would make the defense of human rights
and democracy afoegn  poicy goal and theefore dssuade the sheh
fromhisrepressivewaysandlimithisdictatorship. Theshah's
extended tip to the US. in late 1962, however, was foloned by a
widespreadcrackdownonpopularprotestsby SAVAK andthearmy
n te i haf of 1963 dashng a such hopes Aslen eqpet Shau
Bakhash puts it

Oneresuttofthesedevelopmentswastopushelementsoftheopposition

toward  an increasingly radical  posiion. The suppresson of the 1963 protest
movementpersuadedyoungmenoftheNationalFrontthatconstitutional

methods of opposiion  against  the shah were ineffecive. 4

Miani agrees that the historical consequences  were profound:
The June uprising  had a profound  impact  both on lranian  polics n genera
andontheulamacommunityinparticular. Intheliterature of most

oppositiongroupstotheshah, the Juneuprisingsymbolizedtheendof
peacefulcoexistencewiththeshahandjustifiedthestartofthearmed

stugge aganst his regime. S
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Insubsequentyears,theshahincreasinglystrengthenedthe
secretpolice, SAVAK whichhadbeenformedin1957withAmerican
suppart.  Notorious  for s use of torture, SAVAKgrew to symbolize
the shahls e fom 196379, apeiod aso deadeized by comupiion
intheroyalfarmily,one-partyrule, thetortureandexecutionof
thousands of poliical prisoners, sweeping dampdown,  suppression
of dissent, and alienation of the religious masses, whase historic
symbolswereopenlyscomed. Throughoutthoseyears, theUnited
Statesreinforceditsimageastheshah’sprotectorandstaunch
supporter,sowingtheseedsoftheanti-Americanismthatlater
manifested  iseff  in the revolution against the monarchy. In this
historical conext, te foces that would buid lans fuure - the
younger generaion - began b search for asouion o the country's
problems.

The1960salsosawariseinresistancemovementsthroughout
the tid woild, most heady infuenced by Manism. This appled B
someextentto Europeansocietiesaswell, where dissident
movementsalsobegantoemerge. Majorstudentmovementswere
fomed in Fance and Gemary. In fan, fustraton wih the faiures
of the tradional secular  opposiion  propeled the  inteligentsia
towardsMarxismasapossiblesolution. Theysawnohopeinthe
Isam espoused by tradiional religious leaders, such as Khomeini.
Meanwhile,witheverystep,theshahheightenedtherepression,
oly oessng te poenid  for socdd  revoution

The Founding

The Sazemane Moahedinre Khalge Ian , or Peope's Mojahedin
Organizationofiran,wasfoundedin1965byMohammadHaninejad 6
andtwootheryoungintellectuals, Sa'idMohsenand Ali-Asghar
Badizadegan.  The tree wanted 0 estabish  a Musim,  revolutionary,
nationalist and democraic  organization. Al university graduates,
theyhadbeenpoliticallyactiveinthenationalistmovementfor
democracysincetheMossadegeraandlaterbecamemembersof
MehdiBazargan'sFreedomMovement. BothHanifnejadandMohsen
hed been temporaly  detained by the shah's secret poice  for therr
pdcA adies

The founders  ulimate  goal westo pave the way for a democratic
goemment © repace te shahs regme. In conrast o most of  ther
contemporaries, they belleved that a new, democratically incined
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interpretationoflslamwasthemeanstothisend. Theysetabout
establishing a poiitical organization that coud suvive the shahs
represson and respond 0 the needs of odinary  dizens. This was no
easy task
They began by refuing  the readionary interpretation of Islam,
markingtheMojahedin'sfirstconfrontationwiththetraditional
cdergy, whooonsdered themselves the soe guardans of the faih.
They and the organization's new members painstakingly Studed the
vaious schools of thoughtt as wel as llanan  histoy  and those  of
othercountries,enablingthemtoanalyzeotherphilosophiesand
theorieswithconsiderableknowledgeandtopresenttheirown
idedogy, based onldam, as te answer 0 lan's pobdems. 7
The Moahedin's  early  acivies were of necessty kept secret,
and no one knew of the organization's existence. In years to come,
however,theMojahedin’smessagefounditsplaceamongMuslim
andrevolutionaryintellectualsandthereligioussector.More
importantly,becauseoftheirpropinquitytolraniansocietyand
cuture,  the Mojahedin affracted  vast suppot amongthe people.
After reviewing the owveral  siuation in lan, the omanzation
oonduwded ta n gt of te sahs rondsed e and suppresson
of al opposiion, the only viebe rue to democaic e wes the
ouser of hs regme. Gien the shah's policesiate, attaining this
dedve  trough  a nomvoernt poltical campaign  wes, by definiion,
impossble. & Consequenty, the Moghedn began to prepare for ammed
ressiance. They were aso  aiical o US pocy onlan, and caled
for anend 0 the Unied Sites  unfinching suppot  for the shah.
In1971, beforetheMojahedinundertookanymilitaryaction,
SAVAKarested and impisoned  al of ther leades and many of ther
members. In May1972, on the eve of the vist to Iran by then US.
President, RichardNixon, thethreeMojahedinfoundersandtwo
CentralCommitteememberswereexecuted.
Theeventsof1971haddireconsequences.Intheaftermathof
took advantage of the ensuing vacuum o infirate the organization
and canry out abloody cop fom wihin.  To consoidae  ter  contrdl
of the organizational apparatus, they planned and cared out the
murdersofseveraloftheremainingleadingmembers. 9Theyalso
removedthetraditionalQuranicversefromtheMojahedinemblem,
declaring that there had been an ideological ‘advance” o Mandism.
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They continued,  however, to misappropriate the Mogahedn nameand
repuiation.

These adions had farteaching repercussions, gong beyond the
shattering of the Moghedn. Unil then, the Moghedin, espousing a
democratic  interpretation of Isam, had assumed the leadershp  of
theanti-shahmovement, pushingthe backwardmullahstothe
fringes. Many of the present regme's leaders, indudng  Hashemi
RafsanjaniandKhamenei,claimedtobeMojahedinsupportersto
boster ther pubic images. Alhough opposed b the young Moghedn,
evenKhomeinicouldnotpubliclytakeastandagainstthem.Under
public  pressuretoexpresssupport,whichheneverdid, Khomeini
succumbedtothepointofissuingafatwa thatone-thirdofthe
religious the be gven to the “young Musims and stuggers,’ an
obviousreferencetothe Mojahedinatthetime. Thetemporary
dissolutionoftheMojahedin'sorganizationallowedKhomeinito
exploitthevacuumofleadershipinthe1 979uprisingandpopular
disilusionment fom the intemal coup o usup the hem and um a
popular  revolution, yeaming for freedom and independence, into a
tagc epsode of genodde N kanen  hsoy.  Thenermd coyp hence
becameadecisivefactorinthe advance offundamentalist
nierpreations o dam .

TheMojahedinmeanwhile,cameunderattackfromthreesides:

Usng the coup b dvide and weaken the ranks of the opposiion, the
shah's regime labeled them Islamic-Marxists and began a concerted
campaigntowipeoutthetrueMojahedin. Fromanotherangle the

reactionarymullahs, previouslyheldatbaybythe Mojahedin’s

popualy  ad socd  roos, spang O te aladk  peading et ter
Islamwastheonlylslam.Severalimprisonedclericsdecreedthe
MuslimMojahedintobenon-Muslimafter1975.Onthethirdfront

were opportunist Manxists, who exploited  the setbacks sufiered by
the Moghedn to potay them as proponents of a pefite-bourgeosie
ideologywhaosetimehadpassed.

From1975t01979,whileincarceratedindifferentprisons,
MassoudRajaviledtheMojahedin'sresistanceagainstallthree
fons, for which reason he wastaken  te Tehran Komiehs toriure
center and toiured o the brink of death. 2 Hestessed the need 0
connue the strugge against the shah's  dictatorship. At the same
tme, he charaderized reigious fanatidsm  as te pimary  inemal
threat to the popular opposiion, and wamed against the emergence
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andgrowthofreligiousbackwardnessanddespotismsymbolizedby

Khomein. * These posions  remained te Moghedn's manfeso  untl
the ovetrow of the shah's regme. In intemal  discourses, Rajavi
argued that Khomeini represented  the reactionary sector of sodety
and preached reigous  fasosm. Later, in the ealy days aftr the
1979 revoluion, the muhs, spedicaly Rasanen, poned © these
statements i inciing the hezbolahi  cubwielders to attack the
Mojahedin.

New Challenge

In the late 1970s, the shah, under intemational pressure,  began
tofreesomeofthepoliticalprisoners.Amongthelastwerethe
Mojahedin leaders, set free thanks to the public uprisng. % Ther
release,oneweekaftertheshahfiedand12daysbeforeKhomeini
rewmed t lan on Januaty 21, 1979, coincded wih a new phase in
the lanan  revoution, whencons fled te sreels  shouing  ant
shahandant-Americanslogans.

Despte  the destrucion of ther organizational apparatus  as the
resk o te ocoup, the Moghedn sl welded  soniicant weght and
popular support.  They soon reorganized  ther  membership and waded
o te fay. % Massoud Ravs fit  pubic  speech, on January 24,
1979 gred  ite sppat for te Moghedn n te polical dmaie
of the tme. Instead of unconditonally endorsng  Khomein, comme
it &t , R inssed  onsdfeguads for democaic  freedoms,  as the
most important  achievement  of the revolution. % Herefused to cal
the antHmonarchic revolution an ‘ldamc  revoution” and caled for
a democatic  revolution.

TheMojahedinalsocalledforpublicparticipationinthe
establishment of a nationalist, democraic  govemment  This demand
fomed the basis of ther poltical srategy and was refterated in
ther “Minimum BExpectations” progam in eaty 1979, ¥ and later in
M. Rapvis patom duing the presdentd eledions. The Moghedn
see  of canddaes for the fist  Assemby of Bpets (whch Khomeni
hadsubstitutedforthe ConstituentAssembly)andthenforthe
pakbmenay  eedos wes a codlion sde o d demogaic fooes B
Wellawareofthereactionarynatureoftheregimetocome, the
Moghedn draiegy  emphaszed a poliical campaign that  increasingly
highlightedthe needfordemocraticfreedomsandexposedthe
turbanedrulers. Althoughtheyhadrefusedfromtheoutsetto
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500,000 Mojahedin sympathizers demonstrate on June 20, 1981 in Tehran to protest
thelemerging dictatorship.



collaboratewiththemullahs, theMojahedinwantedtoavoidany

sot of confrontation. Shoty aftr the newgovemment took power,

however, they agan cameunder attack  Ther offices, meetings and

suppoters  were assauted by the hezboleh . ®° Bu, the  hostity only

servedtobolstertheirpopularity. Theyhadbecomeknownfor

standng fim against reigous — fanaidsm  and the mulahs' bd at

monopoizing  the reigon. 2 In ashot peiod, the movement became

len's  laigest  omanzed  poliical foce.  The arculation of Mogahed

nenwspaper reached 500000, supassng those of ofical newspapers.
The Moghedn grew in popdaity  and political srength,  despie

the many restricions imposed on ther  acliviles by the new regime,

andcontinuingarrestsofandattacksontheirsupportersand

members. 21n1980,theynominatedMassoudRajaviforPresident

o the repubic Less thean ayear affer te shehs fl  a  opposion

polical gous suppoted Ragis  canddagy. In hs book, The lanin

Mojahedin ,ErvandAbrahamianwrites:

Rajavi'scandidacywasnotonlyendorsedbythe Mojahedin-affiliated

ogaNZAiors.. ; but a0 by animpessve aray o ndependent oganizaions
includingthe Feda’iyan, the National DemocraticFront, theKurdish
DemocraticParty,theKurdishTollersRevolutionaryParty(Komula) the

Socely o kanen  Sodakss te Sodey for te CQuuad  and Pdiica Rghs
oftheTurkomans,theSocietyofYoungAssyrians,andtheJointGroupof
Amenian,ZoroastrianandJewishMinorities. Rajavialsoreceivedthe

support  of alarge number of prominent figures: Taegan's  widow; Shaykh
Ezeddn Hosayn, the spiiual leader of te Sumi Kuds in Mahabad, Hojat
aHsam Jdal Ganghi.; fty weHmoamn membesof the lanan  Wiers
Association, includingthe economistNaser Pakdaman, theessayist
ManuchehrHezarkhaniandthesecularhistorians FeraydunAdamiyyat

and HomaNateq, and, of couse, manyof the famies of the ealy Moghedn
martyrs, notablythe Hanif-nezhads, Rezais, Mohsens, Badizadegans,

Asgarizadehs, Sadeqgs,Meshkinfams,andMihandusts. TheMojahedinhad
become the vanguards of the secular opposiion to the Islamic  Repubic. 2

Khomeinitookthethreatseriously,issuingafatwadeclaring
Rajaviineligibleasacandidatebecausehehadnotvotedforthe
veyate fagh and the consiiuiion based onit  Afew months later,
similardecreesandelectoralfraudpreventedevenoneMojahedin
member flom beihg eeded 1t pafament Mr. Rajav, a pafamentary
candidate from Tehran, receved over 530000 wvotes (25 percent of
thetotalcast) % Despitewidespreadrigging, the Mojahedin
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canddates camein second in every case

Turning Point

Fnaly, in June 1981, Khomeni decded thet te oy sduion B
aub the Moghedin's rsng populaity  wasther folal  suppression.
OntheafternoonofJune20,1981,some500,000demonstrators
tumed out in Tehran in suppot of the Moghedin, whohad only hours
toorganizetheprotestviatheironnnetworkofsupporters,and
marchedtowardthe pariament. Khomeini'sRevolutionaryGuards
openedfireonthepeacefuldemonstration, kilingorwounding
hundreds.  #*Thousandsofdemonstratorswerearrestedandhundreds
summarly executed that samenight % (For adefaled review of the
A

Thiseventmarkedthebeginningofaneraofwidespread
Suppression,  amests,  torure, and mass executions. it aso marked
thebeginning ofthe Iranianpeople’s nationwideresistance
movement. Tounitealloppositionpoliticalforcesagainstthe
Knhomenni regme, the Mogahedn proposed that a coaliion be fomed.
InJuly1981,MassoudRajaviofficiallyannouncedinTehranthe
formationoftheNationalCouncilofResistance,andinvitedall
democatic  foces  opposed O reigous despoism © pn *

Atthetime, Khomeinihaddeposed AbolHassanBani-Sadras
thepresident Huntedbythegovemment,Bani-Sadrsoughtrefuge
withtheMojahedin,whogavehimhaveninRajavisresidence. The
two agreed on a covenant, which they publshed, whereby Bani-Sadr
recognizedRajaviasprimeminister,responsibleforformingthe
NationalCouncilofResistance. 27 Fromthenon,theMojahedin's
strategywastwo-pronged: nationwideresistanceandall-out
confrontation aganst the regmes  suppresson n lan,  and fomation
of ademocraic  altemative to the Khomeini regime.

Rajav, accompanied by BaniSadr, ket Tehran for Pars at the
end of Juy 1981 from Tehran's 1st fighter  base, aboard an lranian
Ar Force jet ploed by Coonel Behzad Moezzi (he shah's fomer
pilot), whohadjoinedtheMojahedinaftertheanti-monarchic
revolution. In Paris, the Natonal Councl of Resistance announced
its program and more independent  poliical pates and dignitaries
joineditsranks. ZTheCouncilsoonemergedastheonlyviable
alemative 0 Khomenis  fundamentaist regme.  Asressance insde
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len coninued, te Cound and the Moghedn esebished  ofices n
EuropeandNorthAmericaandbeganaworidwidecampaigntoexpose

theclerics atrocitiesandintroducetheNCRasthedemocratic
altemative.Manyparliamentarianstheworldoverdeciaredtheir

support

Simulianeously, the Cound launched acampaign t end the Iran
Iraq war. The NCRs feasble  plan for peace was widely welcomed in
Ian and endorsed by 5000 parfamentarians and paiiiical dgniaries
thoughout the wold. 2 In 1986, afer the Fench stuck adea wih
Tehvan, Mr. Regd kBt Pas and wert © te laag  fronter, where
he fomed the National Lbeaion Amyodf Ilan in 1987. ® In a seies
of military operations, the NLAstruck hard at Khomeinis  forces,
becomng a maor treat t©o the mulahs regme. ' The alvolunteer
NLAs fighers  ae of dvese  polical and reigous preferences, ad
includemembersoftheMojahedin.

ThelranianResistancehas,inrecentyears,organizedanti-
govemment pooests and demonstations trough IS inemal netwok
of ressance  acivists. 2 |t has aso waged an exensve  publiciy
campaigntopreparethegroundfortheregime’soverthrowanda
change for democracy in Ian. = The NCRhas expanded over the years,
o repeset awder range of te lanan  peope. *

The State Department report distots  the Mojahedin's  history.
The Moghedn's idedogy B desabed  as ‘ededcad besed on “Shia
ISamic  thedlogy and Mandst tenets” % They are accused of having:
“assassinatedatleastsix Americancitizens”inthe 1970s;

“collaborated wih Ayaolah  Khomeni”  “suppored  the takeover of
the US. Embassy;” engaged in violence and temorism  in resisting
theKhomeiniregime;andbeingdependentonirag. % Regrettably,
te aihos of the repot  folonved  polical gudeines  that preduded
an impartal sudy in favor of anaccount tat distots  the simplest
s Wewl oonsder te sgpd o elios  wh kg ad Eerosm
hd ndges M andMIL Thesse o te Moghedns  popuer
bese s dsoussed n daeper  X)

Collaborating with Khomeini?
The chage of oollaborating with Khomeini is acdassc exampe
oftheauthors'rathershallowunderstandingofeventsinlran.
Khomeini took power with the backing of the majorty of the Iranian
peope. Heconnued to enjoy vast popular suppot duing the eatly
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postrevolutionary ea In accodance wih democatic  princples ad
norms,theMojahedinrecognizedtheregime’sinitialpolitical
kgimacy n deference 0 the popuar wil,  despte  ther  opposiion
o manyof te poides of the newrdes.  The oganzaion continued
o recogize  te regme as legiimate as long as the peope coniinued
tosupportit,andaslongasitallowedpeacefuldissent. The
Moajahedin,however,werealmostimmediatelyrecognizedasthe
regime’sopposition, becausetheyrefusedtocollaboratewith
Khomeini. In adamatc expression of dssent, they boycoted the
new regime’s  constitutional referendum  in late  1979.

Abrahamian's  IranianMaojahedin ,uponwhichthereportdraws
o heady, B qie deinive abou the Moghedns opposion 1 the

Khomeiniregime:

Bylate1980,theMojahedinwashrazenlyaccusingkKhomeini'sentourage,
especialy  te IRP, of ‘monopoizing  power’, ‘hijacking’ the revolution,
ftamping  over ‘democaic s’ ad paing  © st up a ‘fasosic’ one-
paty  cicorship. Byealy 1981 the authories had dosed  down Mojghedin
arestwarrantsforsomeoftheirleaders;inshorttheyhadforcedthe
organizaion underground...

Intheeconomicsphere, theydenouncedtheregimeforhavingfailed
not oy © rase te sandad of Mng, but aso o tadde the unempoyment
podent  © cotd e oy inlion, espedely i s and food piices;
to dminsh the dependence on the West, particulary in the vial arena of
agriculure mpots, o dversiy the epots ad kessen te rdance  on te
d sy, © dabue bd b te bdess © bud homesfor te homeess
todealwiththeever-increasinggrowthofurbansiums;and,evenmore
sensitive, to stamp out coruption in high places. These complaints read
muchikethosepreviouslyleveledatthePahlavistate. Inraisingthe
questionofcorruption,theMojahedinpublishedintemaldocumentsfrom
the MostazafinFoundationshowingthatitwassubsidizingclerical
newspapers, providng jobs for amiable funcionaries, and at ridiculously
ov pices quely sding of epopeed et popetes D IRP fiends
in the bazaar. The Mostazafin  Foundation, they charged, was as conupt as
is predecessor - the Pahlavi  Foundation.

In the social sphere, the Moghedin amgued that the regime had faled
tosolveanyofthecountry'smajorproblems:illiteracy, illhealth,
malnutrition, prostitution, gambling,drugaddictionand, ofcourse,
inadequaie  educaional  fadiies. Moeower, they amgued that te ‘medevat
minded’ regime had resoted o primitve remedies t© dea wih the problem
ofurbancrime. ThemacabreLawofRetribution, theystressed, violated
humanrights,insultedtruelsiam,ignoredthesocialcausesofcrime,
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unthinkingly revived te tbel cusoms of seventhcentury Adba and, being
besed on ‘eudl  pingpes) rsivioneized nequelly - especely  between
richandpoor,betweenbelieversandnonbelievers,andbetweenmenand
women. Furthermore, theyarguedthattheregime, beingweddedtothe
traditionalnotionthatthetwosexesshouldhaveseparatespheres,had
drastically worsened the general condiion  of women. It had purged women
fom  many professions, lonered the mamiage age, dosed down coeducational
schools, elminated  safeguards  against  wilful dvorce  and polygamy and,
most detimental of al, pepeated the ‘medieva” myth that womenwere
emptyvesselscreatedbyGodtobearchidren,obeytheirhusbands,and
cary out househod chores. Tue Islam, the Mojahedin  argued, viewed men
and womenas soca,  poitical and intellectuial equals, and thus advocated
asole equaly nd shees o i n te wokpece, & home, and before
the law.. The concept of sexual equally, which had been implct in ther
eafer  woks, was nhow explct

In the polical shere, te Moghedn ataded the regme for  dsuping
raliesandmeetings;banningnewspapersandbumingdownbookstores;
fgghg eedions and dosing  down universiies; kidnapping,  imprisoning,
thepreviousregime, eventhosewhohadparticipatedinMosaddeq’s
overthrow;  venerating  the archeactonary Shaykh Faziolah  Nui  who had
fought against the 19059 constituional revolution; grossly  distorting
Shariatis tachingss, ooveing uwpte fad tet ooutes  had heped Beheshii
gan contol of the mosgue in Hamburg; making a mockery of the promise to
ceae gesstodt counds,  \vioating te nghts of the naiond  minores,
especialy  the Kurds, rewing  SAVAKand using the tibunals to temorize
ther  opporents. ¥

Hence, the dhage of ‘“colaboraion wih  Khomen” s outiandish,
onlyrevealingtheextenttowhichthe Department'sreporthas
dsoed e hsoicd recod

Islamic-Marxists

Thelabelislamic-Marxist’hasbeenborrowedfromtheshah’s
SAVAKand leter Khomenis regme, boh of which used it in afutle
atempt O undermine  the Moghedin's sodal  base.  Onmany occasions,
theDepartmenthasdescribedtheMojahedinideologyasablendof
Mandsm,Leninism,andShiism.Obviously, IsamandMandismare
phiosophicaly, policaly, ad ecoomcally  dgpa@e ad canat n
any sense be mxed. In the years pior 1 the revolution, when most
oftheMojahedinwereimprisonedbythe SAVAK, theyweremuch
admired by the people precsely for ther Islamic  belefs, despite
having suffered a major omganizatonal setback.  Faced wih the same
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problem,theKhomeiniregimecoinedtheterm Monafeq ,meaning
“hypocite” in Aebc, © impy tat the Moghedn fasey daimed
be Musim. The repot  aso comiains  this  alegation.

The tuth s tat ewvery ideology  ulimately manfests  iseff in
the padices adpddes o & fdones Wesuggest  an doedive, S
opposedtodistortedandself-serving, reviewoftheMojahedin's
aciMiies and posiors, ooued wih adoe ook a te adigment o
poltical foces n len dung te bt 15yeas, as the best cieia
forjudgment. Rememberthatkhomeiniwasabletoeliminateevery
oher opponent from the poliical arena under the banner of Islam.
Ony the Moghedn and ther cumert dlies in the National Cound
o Resserce suwed, despie the bua  represson, becare o ter
wel known beles o reped for Kam, te eEigon  of most lenans.

In hs book The Certer of the Unverse,  The Gegoolics  of lan
Greham E. Fuler noes that the Moghedin's Islamic  orentation was
amgor impediment t te Sovets effot 0 infuence  them:

The Sovets in the past have aso been ineresied  in other  Iefist movements
such as the Mojghedin  Khalg (The People's Holy Wanmos)  but had amost
no success i establishing any infuence ower it because of tat goups own
suspicionsofMoscowanditsnominalcommitmenttolslam.

Death of Americans

In refering o the assassnations of American dizens n lan,
the State Depatment has again distoted  the historical record 10
seve is end These diages have been deat wih in delal  in chapler
 Aspevousy saed in Agpeasiy Tehvans Mulahs |, the Moghedin
are not responsbe  for adions undertaken by others in ther name.
Werefer to spedfic  individuals who eiminated  the Quranic verse
from the Mojahedin's emblem and murdered Mojahedin  officials who
had not been arested  (including Majd Sharf Vagefi and Mohammad
Yagjini).tiscommonknowledgethatfromtheoutset, Mr.Rajavi,
stillinprison,condemnedthisMarxistgroup’suseofthename
the differences betveen the Mojahedn and tis group, which in 1977
finaly changed iIs nameto Peykar (Organization of Stugge in the
PathofEmancipationoftheWorkingClass). =
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The Embassy Takeover

Oredf the most controversial eens of the reign of the mulahs
was the US. embassy takeover and the holding of American ciizens
ashostages. Initsreport,andonpreviousoccasions,theState
DepartmenthasaccusedtheMojahedinofsupportingthehostage-
tkng in 19798l Ineresingy, athough the Moghedn ae a worst
accusedof‘supporting thehostage-taking, the StateDepartment
apparently  has no quams about inviing the former hostage-takers
themselves,now/diplomats”oftheregime’sforeignministry,to
engage in dalogue and negotiations with the United States. These
samehostage-takerslatermasterminded,encouragedandsupported
themurderofhundreds of Americanand Frenchnationalsin
successivebombingsinLebanon,andthekidnappingofscoresof
foreign  natonals.  * This  extraordinarily unbalanced atitude  only
makes sense as pat of apoicy of coutng the mulahs.

TheMojahedinhavealwaysmaintainedthatthehostagecrisis
wasthesinglebestpretextunderwhichtheKhomeiniregimecould
isolate  lran's  democraic  forces and dive  them from the poliical
arena. Hence, they were vicims, and probably a pimary target,  of
thehostage-taking.As Mojahed newspaperwroteatthetime:

For the ming  monopoists, the hostages were nothing but apreted, 1t be
used in the power stugde O consoidae  al  key govemment  posiions. This
s why ths facion's sogans about the hostages were aways fevid,  never
caing for anything less than ther fia  and even execuon.  The hostage
issue had become atool in te hands of the niing reactonary facion to
oumanewver and push asde al  poliical nals  and foroes.. t wesony for
intemal  consumption, because it coud not have any sgnificant efect or
posive  impact outside Iran or onforeign  poicy. The affar  was prolonged
forintemalconsumption, namelythepower-hungryprofiteeringofthe

monopaists. ¥

Sixyearslater,onthetakeover'sanniversary,AbdolKarim
Moussavi-Ardebi, then the regmes Chef Jusice, ebboaied on the
mulehs  motves. ‘{The embassy takeover]  brought about the fal of
the Provisonal Govemment, the isolation of the liberals and the
confusion  of leftwing goups and the Monafegn  and exposed their
realfaces.AslmamKhomeinisaid, thisrevolutionarymovewas
greaterthanthefirstrevolution.” 41 AbbasSoroush,theDirector
General for  Poliical Aflars  in the regime's Foreign  Ministy, was

89



DemocracyBetrayed

oe of te leades of the ‘Sudent Folowers of the Imam's Ling® and
a hostage-taker. He acknonedges  that  “political goups,  especialy
theMojahedin, playednorolewhatsoeverintheoccupationofthe
embassy.Butoncetheyrealizedthattheyhadfallenbehindusin
thepoliticalstruggle, theybroughttheirpeopleinfrontofthe
embassy.”MullahMohammadMoussavi-Khoiniha, the mastermind
of the hostagetaking and Khomeinls  personal  represeniative in the
affair, has stressed that in their fist  statement, the Mojahedin
Oesabed the oocoupaon of the embassy as readionary and unpopuar,
but dspayed  superficial terance  so that the ttanc  waves would
notsweepthemaside.
Immediatelyafteritwasoccupied,theU.S.embassyinTehran
becameastaginggroundforattacksontheMojahedin.Everyday,
aier te pioic payer, te regmes hoolgans  paaded n o fot of te
embassy, where they were exhoted by dfidals o pepae for atadks
onthe “secoond nest of spes’ (@ reference 0 the Moghedins  dffices.
The mulahs caled the American embassy the fist  ‘nest of spes’)
Unfortunately, longime US. suppot for the shah had sown the
seedsofanti-Americanismamongthepublic,whichKhomeiniused
o his advartage. Under the drcumstances, any pubic oppostion  to
thehostage-takingbytheMojahedinwouldhavegivenKhomeinia
cate blanche 1 suppress them as ‘US. lackeys”  They had to wak
a poitical tightrope. Whie exposng Khomeinis real motives, the
Moahedin  had to deny the mulahs the chance to explot the public
sentimentagainstthedemocraticopposition. “Thespiritofall
Mojahedin  posiions  and publications in this period wasto unvel
Khomein's  poitical deceit and intrigue. If gven haff a chance,
KhomeiniwouldhaveeliminatedtheMaojahedin,ashedidothers. “
Abrahamian says the Mojahedin's  aiicisms included:

Engineeringthe Americanhostage crisistoimposeonthenationthe

‘medeval’ concept of the velayate fagh. Tosuppot the last accusation
they pubished atdes reveaing howte student hosiagetakers were inked
o the IRP; howthe pasdars had fadiiated the breain;  howthose who had
refiised © e te IRP Ine had been foced out of the compound; how Ayatoleh
Beheshtihadusedthewholeincidentto sweepaside the Bazargan
government;andhowHojjatal-lslamKhoiniha, themanappointed by
Khomeinitoadvisethestudents,hadcarefullyremovedfromtheembassy

ad dooumens wih eeces o US diides meeing deicdl  leades  duing
the 1979 revoution.. “
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Abrahamianadds, Meanwhile,theMuslimStudentFollowers
ofthelmam’sLine,theoccupiersoftheU.S.embassy,denounced
the Mojahedin as secret Mandists in cahoots with the “pro-American
lB$” 3

FromdayoneofkKhomeini'srule,theMojahedinhadtriedto
preventthemulahsfrommanipulatingthepeople’sant-American
sentiments  to suppress dissent.  History records that Khomeini was
notorious  for usng  antHmperialist soganrs © sy the ntemd
represson and epot  of erolsm and insiabity D ocouties  of the
regon  Thedgmet o foces hn len n 190 aesed D ts  redly.
Two poliical fonts, wih opposhg progams, were arayed face to
face. Onore font  were Khomeini and his  alles, indudng  the pro-
Moscow Tudeh Party and the Fedayeen (a pro-Moscow Marxist
organization),whocontendedthattheprimaryissueforlranwas
the stugge against the Unted States and that the main intemal
threat  was ‘fiberalism.” Onthe opposing font were the Mojahedin,
Ayatollah Talegani, 46 andtheircurrentalliesinthe NCR,who
dsserted  fom the mainsteam  poliics of postrevolutionary Ian by
inssting thet the vid ©sue wes policd feedoms nsde len. The
Moghedn and their alies contnuousy — wamed that the foreboding
shadow of reigous  diciatorship wes the pimary treat ¥

This aignment had taken shape in the ealy months of Khomennis
reign. In August 1979, three months prior 1t the embassy takeover,
the Revolutionary Guards fomaly occuped the Mojahedns  cental
officesinMossadegAvenuein Tehran. “8 Fromthatpointonthe
organizationbecameasemi-clandestinemovement,andMassoud
Rajaviwamedofthereturnofdictatorshipunderthe cloakof
reigon.  “InMarch1979 lessthanthreeweeksafterthemullahs
seized power, MojahedinofficesinKashan, Yazd,and Torbat
Heydariehwereransackedandtakenover,andmanymembers-men
and women- were beaten and detained. ® In Api 1979, and ony two
moths afer the shehs ol  Ayaobh Taecgpni dosed a his dfices
andleftTehraninprotesttothenewdespotism. S TheMojahedin
supported  Taleganis  mowve, announcing that they had put al their
foces  ad fedies a hs dgposd D aniot Egos dododp 2
In Juy 1979, o Moghedin suppoters in Fars Province, the Asgan
bohers, were aresed  and execued on odes o te reigous judge
(alsokhomeini'srepresentative)onchargesofconductingpro-
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Preciselybecausedfthisemphasisonpoliicalfreedoms,the
Tudeh leaders described the Mojghedin  as “a baston of liberalism
andimperialism." Thecommunistpartypapenarote:

Mr. Rajavi please consider thiss Even movements and indviduals who have
monarchist views and are not democratic, but are stugging in practcal
terms  against  imperialism, are revolutionary. Clear enough? Firstly, can
democracy,solovedandesteemedbyyou,existwithoutindependenceand

stugge against imperiaism?  Secondly, due to your emphasis on democracy,
the stugge against imperialism, today our number one priorty, may lose
is sandng ewen as aseconday goa =

Ina1981 commentaryinhisnewspaper, NooreddinKianouri,
the Secetary Gereral of the Tudeh, posed severd  polticaly loaded
guestionstoMassoudRajavi,amongthem:“Whathaveyoudone
that unveled womenfrom uptown, the bourgecisie  and liberals are
applaudingyou?"The TudehParty’s"plot-meter’describedthe
Mojghedin actions duing those years as American  conspiracies, and
manyMojahedinlaterexecutedonKhomeini'sorderswerewrapped
in Ameican fags before buial
In bter yeas, te migous  tramy, which the Tudeh had hejped
bolster, unleashed an ondaught against the Mojghedn and executed
thousandsoftheirsupporters.Inthemeantime, thepro-Moscow
communistscarriedontheiractivitiesanddistributedtheir
pubicatons feely  and openly. Of couse, te pice of ter freedom
was collaboration with the regime in the suppression, arest, and
toure  of the Moghedin and other opposiion  groups.
iftheauthorsofthe State Departmentreporthadobjectively
revened ther souces and refaned fom sdedve use of them, they
woud have necessarly  conduded that democacy weas the major issue
for the Moghedn in postrevolutionary Iran.  Abrahamian wites:

In qiiczing the regmes  poliical recod, te Moghedn mowedte ssue of
democracy to center stage. They argued that the regime had broken al the
democratic  promises  madeduring  the  revolution; that an atiack on any group
wes an atiack onal goups, that the issue of democacy wes of “fundamental
impotance’. #

Abrahamiansaysthatinthesameyears,thecommunistTudeh

and Maoity  facion  of the Fedayeen ‘peaded wih the Moghedn 1
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jon ther  AntHmperialist Democraic  Font  to remember that the
Unted Sates wes il lans man enemy, b awod alying wih po-
Westem  liberals,” addng tet te Minoiy facion of the Fedayeen
S| oposed 0 the regime)  accused the Moghedn  of ‘firting wih
pro-AmericanliberalssuchasBazargan. Theauthoradmitsthat

‘the Moghedn rebuffed the pleas and aiiosm” %

AFinalSay

TheStateDepartmentsNearEastBureau,seeminglyoblivious
o te repeoussons o 25 yeas of uncondiional US supot for the
shah's  dictatorship, bckers wih the Moahedin  about why they dd
notspeakoftheUnited Statesinfriendliertermsinthepost-
revolutionaty ega Ths 5 eher aneause for apoy o aopeasement,
o an indcation o the bueaus nmave® regadng  posHevoutionary
arcumsiances. Thepont hee 5 not b defend evety siige  position,
wod or tedc o te Moghedn o ter dfiaed publications n te
pest Wesee no need, in princple, o answer o any authoity  but o
the peope of Ian. The Moahedin take pride in ther three decades
ofunwaveringstruggleforfreedom,independence,andnational,
popular  sovereignty. Neither the Moghedin nor their alies in the
Natonal Councl of Resistance wil ever deviale from these sacred
e Ths or ans aly b epan aphky with sesed poicd
freedoms, whie denying the mulahs the opportunity to use “ant-
imperialist'theatricsandschemestosuppressiran’'sdemocratic
s

Atthesametime, itisworth pointingoutthatthe State
Departmentwhichhassometiculouslyreviewedandcriticized
Mojahedindeedsandwordsof15yearsago, hasnotbeenatall
conscertious about menMy IS5 ownpest pdcy onlan  Regetaby,
therehasbeennoequivalentefforttoexaminethe negative
implcations o thet poicy eiher, egecdy  becasse snce 1984, the
U.S.hasagainseveredalieswiththelranianpeopleandtheir
ressance  in favor of deas wih one of the most sniser  regimes  in
theworldtoday. Unfortunately,theminimumdemandinanydeal
wih the mullahs has been, is and wil remain labeing the lranian
Resistance  ‘“terrorist” Even more perplexing  is the insistence  on
pursuingsuchapolicytoday, whenKhomeini'sregimeismore
way to new democraces in the wake of Soviet disintegration.
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it bears reiterating that the lanan peope and Resstance are
deermined 1 end rigous  didatorship in an and bing democracy
o ter ocouty. Ths Ressance movement extends is hand in peace,
friendshipandcooperationtoallwhorespectiran’'sfreedom,
independenceandteritorialintegrity,todayandintomorrow's
democaic ke s upb te Utied Saes © demodiae 5 desie
for apocy ta deas judy wih te lenen peope. Mearwhie, the
fac¢ remans that the mulahs are onther last legs, and the State
Depatments  hysteric anmosty  towad the Mojghedin  is  reminiscent
of US. poicy under te sheh
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Freedom Fighters or Terrorists?

TheState DepartmentchargestheMojahedinwithusingviolence
andterrorismintheirdrivetooverthrowtheregimeiniran. The

aux o the dspue, however, 5 not about howo oethrov te regime,
butwhetherthemullahsshouldbeoverthrowninthefirstplace.
Departmentofficialshavereiteratedthattheydonotseekto

oetrov the lranan regime. Obviousy, no one epeds the US, o
for thet mater any aher govemment, © seek o impement the ouster
of e mulshs. It s the responsbiiy o te lanan peope t end
the regn of ddatoshp in ter homeland. The agument, thereiore,
5 about recogniion o te lemen peopes it D ress ddaoghp
andestablishdemocracy. Supportforthe currentregimeis

urthinkable. There cannat,  therefore, be more than two sdes o this
debate: Onone sde are te lranan  peope, who seek liberation from
religious tyanny; on the other are the holdouts from the Irangate
era,whoviewtheregimeasa'permanentfeature” Landconsider
dssent  as vidence  and terrorism.

The authors  have gone a step  further, desaibng  mass execuions
and extensve  suppresson  as the regime's reply to the Mojghedin's
Eroem 2Ths @oee  dons te mids D iy ter  aiodies
on the pretext of combating terorism. The next step is to demand,
astheregime'sambassadordidataU.N.HumanRightsCommission
sesson, that te regme be luded for s wer on terrorism, instead
of censured for humannghts abuses. ® This s dsgraceful

Non-violentDissent

Immediately  after Khomeini sezed power, afundamental dispute

surfacedbetweentheMojahedinandtheclericalregime.Massoud
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Rajavipubliclynamedfreedomasthelranianpeople’sprincipal
demandintherevolutionwhichhadtoppledtheshah.Hisremarks

launched anationwide campaign by the Mojahedintodefend
democracy.Fromtheoutset, theregimeorganizedhoodlums-the
forerunnersofthe hezbollah  -toheckleandharassMojahedin

suppoters,  and dsiupt peaoeful  poliical adivities. 4 Not a day went
bywithoutattackssomewhereinthecountryontheirgatherings
andthoseofothercurrentCouncimembers,suchastheNational
Democratic  Front.

InJanuary 1980, Khomeiniissuedafatwa, vetoing Massoud
Raavs canddacy for the presdency. ° The French daly, Le Monde
WOE!

...Accordingtodiverseestimates, hadimamKhomeininotvetoedhis

canddacy n the presidental decion  last Januay, M. Rajav, woud have

ooten sever miion woes. Hewes, moreover, assued of te suppot  of the

reigious and ethnic  minoriies - whose fights  to equalty and autonomy he

defended - and a good pat of the female wvoe, who seek emancpaton, and

te youg, whotody red the ‘teadionaly dery'.
TheMojahedinhavenotceaseddenouncing,documentingandissuing

te fist round of elections. 2500 of ter suppoters  were wounded, 50 of

them gravely, by amed bands of “Hezbolah® in the course of the election

campaign..  Obseners apponted by the Moghedn whopoiesed  the  elecion

AnotherroundofattacksonMojahedinofficesandgatherings
fdorved, n which manyd ther supoters wee kled o nued In
June1980, LeMonde wrote:

. Theobecive of the popuar gaheing on Thusday aftemoon, caled by
the Peope's Mojghedn, wasto proest against attacks on ther  supporters
and adiviss n te pest few days.
Tensofthousandsoftheparty'ssympathizershadlinedupatthe
entrancegatesanhourbeforethegathering[atAmjadiehStadiumjwhen
groupsofHezbollahbeganloudly protestingagainsttheMojahedin...
channg, “There is ony one paty, the Paty of God, and ony one Leader,
ImamKhomeini.”
TheHezbollahclaimsnoprecisepoliticalorganization. Theyare
notoiouls  amongthe pubic  as the shodk troops. ad seve as te tod o the
edeme ngt fadon o te Kamc Repbic Paty, deded by Beheshil.
TheHezbollahtriedtopreventthegatheringfromtakingplace... They
atacked te entances t the Sadum.. The poice and Revoutionary ~ Guards
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for once observed stict  neutralty. They dd not um ther forces on the
attackers, buttheydidprotectthemfromtheMojahedin, 10to20times
morenumerous...

Things as they sand, the choice, according to obsenvers, is between
condigiion adad war’

Lines Are Drawn

Ourenemyisneitherinthe United States, northe SovietUnion, nor
Kudsian,  but rght here, rght under our nose, in Tehan. 8

Withthesewords, inlate June1980Khomeinidrewthelines.
“DeathtotheMojahedin"becametheregime’smottoand Hezbollah
Sepped W is  atiacks  on the  organization's centers, a lega  Two
weeks prior,  on June 12, 1980, in the famous speech, “Whats to be
done?’atTehran'sAmjadiehstadium,MassoudRajavinadexhorted
the cowd of 200000 gathered in and out of the sadum, to “defend
feedoms..  freedom of speech, assocaions  and gaheings” ° The non
voent  resstance  of thousands of Moghedin  supporers effectively
frustrated the Pasdaran effot 1 dsupt  the meeing wih tear gas
and Ive  ammuniion. Ther assaut let one dead, hundreds wounded
andthousandsbeatenup,arousingthe public'ssympathyforthe
Mojghedin and disdain for the regime's caime. Even Khomen's son,
Ahmad,condemnedtheRevolutionaryGuards actionas'treachery
to lsam” The Poice Chief, Deputy Interior Minister ~ and a number
of Majlis deputiescondemnedtheattack. Afloodoflettersand
tlegrams  of condemnation  from different poliical organizations,
various sectors of socety, and members of the business community
werereprintedinthemedia,greatyalammingKhomeini.Hehadto
make a choice:  Either  back down, or step up the poitical onslaught
ontheMojahedin. Aweeklater,theMojahedinrevealedatape-
recording  of a speech by Hassan Ayat, ore of te leades o the ming
paty, in whch he revealed the demls of the pos.  Khomeni hedged
no longer, and on June 25, 1980, pointed his finger at enemy number
one. The Moghedin, he sad, ‘ae wose than infidels”

Even the organization's heath dinics  soon came under attack.
Thereweremoredeathsandinjuries,andthousandsofarrests. 1o
Responding 0 aleter of compaint by Moghedn suppoters  n August
1980, when the omganzation sl engaged n pubic  advies, Mukeh
Alameh, head of the revolutionary cout of Bam, in southem Iran,
wote:  “According 1o the decree of ImamKhomein, the Mojahedin  of
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Iran are infidels and worse than blasphemers.. They have no right
bE

MohammadYazdi,headoftheregime’sJudiciary, referredto
Khomeini'sordertomassacretheMojahedinandtheirsupporters,
issued months before it became pubic,  as folows:

Thelmam'shand-writtenjudicialordercondemnedthe[Mojahedin]-the

toiaity o the organizaiion and is  infrastrucure, and not indvduals -0
thattherewouldbenohesitationintermingtheactivitiesbythese
individualsaswagingwaronGodandcorruptiononEarth[andcarrying

ot ther execuion odes] 2

Shaul Bakhash wites about the events of that era in his book,
The Regn df the Ayaidlahs

InFebruary1980,60,000copiesof Mojahed wereseizedandbumed.In
Mashad, Shiraz, Qaemshahr, Sai, and dozens of smal towns, dub wielders
attackedandlootedMojahedinheadquarters, studentsocieties,and
meetings.SincetheMojahedinmeetingswereoftenlarge, theseattacks
turnedintohugemelees. Some 700wereinjuredintheattackonthe
MojahedinheadquartersatQa'emshahrin April,400inMashad. Ten

members of the organization lost their fves in clashes between February
andJune1980.

Preachers  were often the instigators of these attacks. In Qom, ant-
MojahedinmarchestookplaceaftersermonsbyMohammadTagiFalsafi
andMohammad-JavadBahonar.InBehshahr,theMojahedinwereattacked
afterasermonbyFakhrad-DinHejazi. Hojjatol-EslamKhaz'alimoved
fom tomn O town o preach against the Moahedn. “f they do not repent”
hetoldacrowdinShahrud,‘takethemandthrowtheminthe Caspian
Sea."HeaccusedtheMojahedinofbeingcommunists, takingpartinthe
Kurdish  uprising, kiling Revolutionary Guardsmen, and misleadng  young
gils. ‘Bven if they hide in amouse hoe” hetdd a Mashad congregation,
‘we wil drag tem out and kil them.. Weare tisty for their bood. We
me dse of ter gl

[KhomainijwassuspiciousoftheMojahedin'sgrowingstrengthand
dsapproved  of ther attempls, as lymen, t appopiate o themseles  the
authority  to interpret Islamic  doctrine. In June 1980, Khomaini publicly
denounced the Mojahedin  as polytheists and hypocites  and contemptuously
relered ®© RgavM as ‘s lad whocas himsef  the leader”  The Moghedn
responded by quety dosng a ter branch dfices  and refreaiing further

underground.”

Ervand Abrahamian desciibes  the Mojahedin's  poliical behavior
as ‘nonrconfrontationalist” “ despte e numemous attacks  camed
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outagainstthemwithKhomeini'sblessing.Healsoreferstothe
occupationofMojahedinofficesinAhwaz, Bushehr, Abadan,and
IsfahaninthefirstyearofKhomeini'srule, notingthatthe

Hezbollahis  attemptedtotakeovertheMojahedinheadquartersin

Tehran, butfailed duetopopularsupportforthemovement.

Refening to Khomenis speech in March 1980, the author wuites,

The hezbolahis, no doubt prompted by the IRP, waged war on the Mojahedin.
They assauted  Mojghedin  ofices, pining  presses, and eecion  rAies  in
Tehran,Rasht, Gorgan, Hamadan, Mianeh, Mashhad, Shiraz, Isfahan,
Kermanshah,Khomein,Malayer,andQiyamshahr(Shahi). Theseattacks
causedthreedeathsandover1000casualties. Theattackonthe Tehran
rally,whichdrew200,000participants, lefttwenty-threeMojahedin

sympathizers ~ serously  inured. %

TheMojahedin,however,refrainedfromanyconfrontationand
“paricpated egely n te patamenay elecions” ¥ In menioning

the mullahs’ propaganda campaign againstthe Mojahedin,
Abrahamianadds,

Theregimeusedmorethanpropaganda. TheChiefProsecutoron2November
1980 banned Mgahed for spreadng  danderous  es;  the paper dd not appear
regularlyuntilearly Decemberwhentheorganizationestablisheda
clandesine  prning  press. The local komiehs fied to amest Mojahedin
leaders; mosthad already gone underground, butmany prominent
sympathizersandthemiddie-evelorganizersweredetainedandexecuted
after  June 1981. The pasdars dosed down Mojahedin ofices  and disrupted
theirralliesbyshootingintocrowdsandmakingmassarrests.Byearly
June 1981, the prsons - espedaly in Tehran, the central  cities, and the
Caspiantowns-containedmorethan1,180Mojaheds...

Futhermore,  the hezboliahis, most probably  under IRP instructions,
beganareignofterror. TheyshotnewsstandownersselingMojahedin
publications; beat up suspected sympathizers, bombed homes (induding that
o te Reza famly) hoe b te dfices o te Musim Sudent  Assocaton;
disruptedconferences, especiallythe CongressofTrade Unions;and
physicaly atacked meetings, shoung ‘Hypocites — ae more dangerous than
infidels” By 20 June 1981 these hezolhi  afacks, togeher wih the pasdar
shoatings, had et severtyone mogheds dead..

On27Apri,theMojahedinorganizedamassmarchincentral Tehran
o poest boh te dosng downof BaniSad’s  newspaper and te kiing of
four demonstators  in Qyamshahr (Shahi).  The march, which afracted  owver
Cealy, te regme weslsng contd onte sees.  The foloving  day, te
Chief Prosecutor  banned al fuure  Mojghedn  demonstrations...
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In an open leter O Ayatoleh  Khomeni the Moghedn reterated their
pest compaits, ked tose Ked by the hezbokahis, poned out that not
asnge ore of the kiles  had been bought t justice; and, poesing te
ban on sreet  demonstrations, waned that f al pesosfl avenues were dosed
of tey woud have nochoce but © reum  © ‘amed stugde” n aker ©
thepresidenttheMojahedinexhortedBani-Sadr, asthe“higheststate
authority”, to potect the rights of diizens, especidy  their right to
demonstratle  peacefuly. 8

Referringtothe eventsof1979-81,the State Department

acknowledges these facts in its December 1984 report
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TheMujahedinhaveneveracceptedtheKhomeiniregimeasanadequate
Islamicgovemment.WhenKhomeinitookpower, theMujahedincalledfor

continued  revolution, but sad they woud wok for change wihin  the legdl
framework of the newregime. The Mujahedin  publications emphasized their
unque roe as an uban guenila foce that promised to enter candidates
for te highest ofices under the new poliical system.  The Moghedin  also
enteed avdy ino the naionad debae onte stucure  of the new Isiamic
regime.  The Mujahedin  unsuccessfully sought afreely elected  constituent
assamby o daft  a constiution.

TheMujahedinsimilarlymadeanattemptatpoliicalparticipation
whenMujahedinleaderMasudRajaviranforthepresidencyinJanuary
1980.RajaviwasforcedtowithdrawwhenAyatollahKhomeiniruledthat
onlycandidateswhohadsupportedthe constitutioninthe December
referendum-whichtheMojahedinhadboycotted-wereeligible. Rajavi's
wihdrawal ~ statement  emphasized the goups  effots o confom O election
regugions  and reierated the Moghedns inenion  © advence is poliical
ams within  the newlegal system.

InMarchandMay1980, RajaviandseveralotherMujahedinranin
Tehran for the Idamic  Assembly (Mgis ). Moussa Khabani, Rajavis  deputy,
ran in Tabriz, and ohers ran in the noth, where the goup wes stong.  The
Mujahedinattemptedtodemonstratetheirbroadenedappealbyrunning
onter fdet sved modeae polica fgures..

Betweenthetwoelectionrounds,theMujahedinannouncedthatits
memberswoulddisarmtoprovethattheywerenatinitiatingtheclashes
withthefundamentaliststhathadbecomeendemicduringthecampaign.
Thefundamentalists responded by once again banning Mujahedin
representatives fom the uniersiy campuses. The groups  alegations that
vote talies had been atered to deny Rajavi and Khiabani  victories, were
goed

Rajavi then began to hint that the Mughedin were consideing — active
oppositiontothe Khomeiniregime. Intheearlysummerof1980the
Muighedin  staged several  ralies in Tehran dawing up to 150000 peope t
hear Rgavi pomse © cary onte opposion 0 fundamentalist domination.
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OnJune 25 Khomeiniresponded by amajor statementagainstthe
Mughedin, daiming ther adiviies woud deral the revoluion and bring
back“USdominance.” B

ForayearafterKhomeini'sremarks,theMojahedincontinued
toworkfordemocracythroughpeacefulpoliicalmeans. Thisera
endedonJune 20,1981, whenheavilyarmed Guardsturneda
peacell demonstaion  caled n Tehvan by the Moghedn b a blood
bath. Theday'seventsarerecountedbyAbrahamian:

On20 Jue, vast coms gppeared N many dies, eecaly n Tehran, Tabiz,
Birjand,AhwazandKerman. The Tehrandemonstration,drewasmanyas
500,000determinedparticipants. Warmingsagainstdemonstrationswere
constantlybroadcastovertheradio-televisionnetwork. Government

supportersadvisedthe publictostayathome:forexample, Nabavi's

Omanizaion  of the Mogheds of the Isamic  Rewouton 2 beseeched the youh
o lken not © wese ther s for the sake of ‘fberdism and capigism.”
Prominent defics  dedared that demonstrators, imespecive of ther age,
wouldbetreatedas‘enemiesofGod’andassuchwouldbeexecutedonthe

spot  Hezbolahis ~ were amed and tucked in o bok of the mgjor streels.
Pasdarswereorderedtoshoot. Fiftywerekiled,200injured,and1,000

aresed in the vicnity of Tehran Unwversy  adone. Ths supassed most of
thestreetclashesofthelsiamicRevolution. ThewardenofEvinPrison

announced with much fanfare  that fiing  sguads had executed  twenty-three
demonstrators, indudng  anumber of tenage gils.  Theregn of teror  had
begun. #

Resistance Against Tyranny

Thus,onlyafterexhaustingallpeacefulavenuesofpoliical
acivity-and being dened al the legimate nghts of an ordinary
dizen  or a leglimate poiitical movementdd te Moghedn ad, on
the bess o ther indienabe nghts  as sipuiated in the Preambe ©
the Universal Dedaraion  of HumanRights, namely ‘o have recourse,
as albst resott o rbeion  aganst tramy and oppresson” 2 and
tookupams.

The ight has also been recognzed by the Cathoic  Church, which
N gererd  ogpposes te use of vidence In apess ocoference N 1986,
Cadinad Joseph Ratzinger, the Presdent of the Pontiical Biblical
Commission,introducedadocumentcalled“ChristianLibertyand
Liberation,” wheen t 5 spedied ‘Amed sigde B te B resat
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0 end blaant and poonged oppresson which has sefiously  violated
the fundamental rghts of individuals and has dangerously = damaged
thegeneralinterestsofacountry.” ZInhisinauguraladdress,
belongs t te peope whoinhabt it Whenever they shal gow weary
of the exising Govemment, they can exerdse ther  constiuional
rightofamendingitortheirrevolutionaryrighttodismemberor
oethrow " #

EvenatfterthousandsofexecutionsbytheKhomeiniregime,
MassoudRajavistillexpressedthemovement'swilingnessto
abandonamedresistanceinal 984interview.

The Idlam that weprofess does not condone bloodshed.  Wehave never sought,

nor do we welcome confrontation and vidence. Toexplain, alow meto send

amessagetoKhomeinithroughyou...Mymessageisthis: fKkhomeiniis

preparedtoholdtrulyfreeelections, Iwillreturntomyhomeland

immediaiely.  The Moghedn wil lay downther ams to particpate in such

elections. Wedo not fear eledion  resuts,  whatever they maybe.
Beoe te sat o amed stugde, wetied © uize  d legd measdf

poltical aciy, but suppresson  compeled ws 0 ke wp ams. f Khomeni

hadallowedhalforevenaquarterofthefreedomspresentlyenjoyedin

France, wewould certainly hae achieved ademocac vicory. &

Incontrast,Hashemi-Rafsanjanihadspelledouttheregime’s
poicy onte Moahedn in amucheader Satement as folons:

Dvire law defnes our sentences for tem, which must becatied ot 1- W
them, 2- hang them, 3- cut of ther ams and legs, 4- banish them. Had we
caught and executed 200 of them just after the revolution, they would not
havemultipliedsomuch. %

Under such circumstances, the optons for any democraic  force
are dear ressince or surender.  Those who, for whatever  reason,
deny e ngt © resst  and brand it vidence o terorism, witingly
o unwiiingly ae adwcating suomsson © the mulehs  ddatoshp.
Trengt © resot 1 vidence whenal pesosfl  polical aenues ae
bocked s an inemationaly recognized  principle, for a poitical
movement or government; the U.S. State Department has
acknomedged this rght for many counties  and opposiion  groups.

ThelranianResistance’spositiononblindterrorismand
indiscriminate voence has aways been dear. It strongy  condemns
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acions that treaten the Ives of innocent peope. Cotrary to the
repots - alegations, the Moghedn have never engaged in adiMies,
in Ian or aoroad, that endanger the IMes of innocent  aviians. In
thepast14years, theyhaveissued hundreds of statements
al can openly engage in poliical aciviy, t s the Khomen regme
that hes pusued apdicy of assassnatig the Ressances — aduss,
pimaiy ~ fom the Mojahedin.

InMarch 1994, MohammadMohaddessin, ChairmanoftheNCR
Foreign Affairs  Committee, wrote to Lee Hamiton, Chaiman of the
HouseForeignAffairsCommittee:

Iwishtoreiteratewhatthe NCR President, Mr.Massoud Rajavi,has

repeatedy  stressed: The National Cound  of Resistance  of Iren vehementy
condemnsterrorisminallformsandunderwhateverpretexts;allNCR
membersareboundbythisprinciple. Eveninconfrontingthereligious,
terroristdictatorshiprulinglran,which Secretary of State Warren

Chistopher  has accuraiely  descibed  as an ‘intemational outaw,”  we have
respeced this  principle and remain commited to it Asaresut, although
many Resistance  activists have been assassinated by the regime’'s abroad,
we have never reciprocated in knd, and have refered  instead the mater
judicial authoriies and the intemational communty. ¥

AccusingthelranianResistanceofterrorismisratherlike
accusingthemovementforAmericanindependence, ortheFrench
Réssane agaet te Naa oooupeion,  of fenolm h ad kehood,
the regmes of King Geoge and Adof Hier did just thet
Therefore,areviewofthelraniansituationbetween1979and
1981, evensolelyonthebasisofsourcesacceptedbythe State
Department,revealsthatthereport'sauthorshaveblatantyand
rathershamefullydistortedthefactsinclaimingthatafterthe
Mojahedin  lost  poliical power to the mullahs, ‘they then appled
ther dedicaion 0 amed stugge and the use of propaganda  against
the newlanan govemment, launching avident and poemical cyde
of attack and reprisal” 2 The Mojghedin are not dedicated to amed
stugge.  Assaied, f democatic  poliical feedoms edsed N len
astheydointheWest, therewouldhavebeennoneedtoresortto
ams.  Unfortunately, in their quest to appease Tehran, the authors
appear deermined  to potray the Khomeini regme as the Mojahedin's
vdim, gong sofar as b staer “The swath of teror  cut by the MKO
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wasmatchedbyanequallyruthlessresponsefromthe Khomeini
regime,manyofwhosecurrentleaders-includingRafsanjaniand
Khamenei-wereinjuredintheseattacks.” PTheproceedingisan
asonshng  exampe o fabication wihn  distortion. For te recod,
Rafsanjani  and Khamenei were the targets of assassinations in 1979
and 81 respecively, before te Moghedn's amed ressance  hed even
begun. Theattemptsweremadebyanextremistreligiousgroup

named Forgan ,andwereinnowayrelatedtotheMojahedin.How

ee D epan ths fabicaion f not asanaempt © potay Ians
‘cutent  leaders - indudng  Rafsanani and Khamenel’ as ‘vidims’
of the Moahedin? Such a porrayal can only seek to legiimize the
crimesofthese'leaders’againsttheMojahedinandthelranian

pecpe.

AttacksatHome

ThedistortedaccountcontinuesbyaccusingtheMojahedinof
alacking  ‘aviians’ Pijsde lan. Refening 1 intemationa news
senices, the authors lay the blame for a seies of bombings on the
organization. The news senvices cted, however, had smply quoted
the regme, and repoted the Moghedin's  denidls. * The Los Angeles
Times wrote: Thenewsagency(IRNA)blamedtheblaston‘agents
ofinternationalimperialism’-areferencetoanti-government
underground  groups such as the Moujghedeen, ran's  main opposition
gop. However, n asaement issued in Pais afer Tuesdays bast
theMoujahedeenchargedthatthebombhadbeenplantedbythe
Iraniangovermentinordertoblemishtheimageofthelranian
peopes  jEt essce”  #

Somemediareportshadindependently confirmedthatthe
bombingscouldnatbeattributedtotheMojahedin. Thenextday,
The Los Angeles Times, reprinting the same Associated  Press story
the State Departmentcites, wrote:“InAthenson\Wednesday,a
previouslyunknownIraniangroupcallingitself SYSclaimed
responsibilityforthetwocarbombattacks.Ananonymouscaller
od the Assocaied Press thet the goup 5 a naionaist organizaton
that ams to make ran as uncomfortable  as possble  for the regime
of AyatollahKhomeini.” B Thearticleadds: The“Moujahedeen
maniains  ta t does not engage N indsaiminaie atads tet nue
innocent ~ aviians,” % and noes tat the regme had aso blamed the
US. for the explosions. The Times ten cames the US. denal
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Sotherewehaveit. Eightyearsafteraneventforwhichthe
ruingregimeblamedboththeMojahedinandU.S. theincidentis
beingusedbytheU.S. StateDepartmentagainsttheMojahedin.

Over the past 15 years, in lieraly thousands of news reports,
the derical regime has atibuted bombings in pubic places t te
Mojahedin. Anindependentstudybythe British Parliamentary
HumanRightsGroupexaminedthefacts, layingbaretheregime’s
pocy of bamng te gposion for s oantenost ads, such as te

199%4explosionatimamReza’sshrine. *TheU.N.Subcommissionon
Prevenion  of Disarimination and Proecion  of Minories aso hed
theregimeaccountable. %ReportingtotheU.N.GeneralAssembly,

the SpecialRepresentative ofthe CommissiononHumanRights

ridiculed the regme’'s  alegations aganst  te Mojghedin:
\Whenpoliicalcrimesareinvolved,itshouldbebomeinmindthatthe
peperators  wil ty © poedt temseves by daggng in red hemings  and
et inciminating ohes s usuialy pat o te pepasion  and paming o
apiicd  dime kB bet teebe, D kesgoos O vey doios des
asisthecaseofthewomanattemptingtofieethecountrythroughthe

ZahedanareacarryingevidencerelatingtothemurderofReverend
Michaelian. ¥

The resolution subsequenty  adopted by the 49h sesson of the
U.N.General Assemblytacitlyblamedthe Tehranregimeforthe
murder of several Chrisian  leaders, angering the mullahs  foreign
mnsty.  ®

Inreferencetotheexplosionatkhomeini'stombin1992,the
StateDepartmentreportclaimsthatthesiteisvisiteddailyby
thousandsoflranians,althoughtheregimeannouncedthatatthe
time ofthe explosion, nobodywasinside andtherewere“no
Casualies” ®in s oconen about these ‘daly  veis by thousands o
peope”  “ the Depatment appears more Cathoic than the Pope. It s
worthmentioningthattheregimehaspersistentlytriedtoliken
Khomeini'stombtotheshrinesofthe Shiitelmam s,expending
enormousamountsofmoneyandpublicityinabidtojustifyand
whitwash its patriarch’'s aimes. Comparisons equating the tomb of
the most desosed despot 0 the wold wih te shines o hoy relgous
figures are deepy resented by the lanian people.  The exploson  at
Khomeini'stombbyResistancesupporterswasanexpressionof
popdar hated of the regmes  abuse of Kam and hisioicd figures.

105



DemocracyBetrayed

Attacks Abroad

ThereportclaimsthatMojahedinsympathizers“occasionally
cany out vioent attads aganst lanan govemment tagets located
intheWest.” “tfurtherstatesthatMojahedinmembersstormed
the regme’'s dplomaic  missons in a “coordinated wave of attacks’
in Apil of 1992. © The passage bomows heavly from a news artice
printedatthetime, butfailstomentionthe subsequentlegal
proceedings that disprove the dams ocomained  therein.

What are the facts? OnApil 5 1992, thiteen  lanian  fighter
s lunched anar stke onaNatonal Lberaion  Amy base aong
the IrarHrag boder sip. “® Thear raid wesablaant vioaton of
UN. Seauity Cound resoiion 598 for a ceasefre n te laag
War. According to  information pubiished at the time, the regime’s
fger js passed twough the nody  zone, raher than centdl g,
b bBuch asupise alack onressance foves  ad infict a maximum
number of casualies. They few ower te base for 50 mnues, dopping

30tonsofbombs. TheSaudidaily AshargAFAwsat  wrotethatthe
mullahs'regimehadinformedtheU.S. State Department24hours
priortothebombardment. 4 TheStateDepartmentneverdeniedthis

repot, nor dd it ocondemn the atiack
The Tehranregime subsequentlyannouncedthat1,500NLA
combetents, indudng te kanen  Ressance's  keader,  had been kied
intheattack. % Thereportsentshockwavesthroughlranian
communitiesaroundtheworld. Manyhadfriendsandrelatives
volunteering in the NLA In amater of hous, the regime's embasses
became soees of poet  h seed  cases, tese escdbied b deges
betveen embassy employees and irate  protesters. The incdents ~ were
natinanywayorganizedbythePeople’sMojahedinOrganization,
and were completely  spontaneous.  To suppot  its  account, the State
Department  refers  to a FBIS translation of a news report  broadcast
byVoiceofMojahedradio.FBIShadinaccuratelytranslatedthe
repot, N which regard the Moghedin lodged afomal poest at te
tme. “TheactualradiobroadcastneverindicatedtheMojahedin
were responsbe for e atiads.
Manyoftheindividualswhotookpartintheprotestswere
aresed by the poice and later tied.  In many countries, they were
ether acquited or receved light or suspended sentences. The key
pont, however, is that none of the couts evauated these acds of
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protestasapremeditated crime organizedbythe Mojahedin,
indudng  the cout in NewYok Thejudge in that case granted the
accusedutmostieniencyafterdeterminingthattherehadbeenno
premeditation.AcourtinCanadaexaminedthecaseof21 Iranians
who had staged a protest against the lranan embassy in Ottawa.  In
his milng, Judge Peme Merder wwote: “There was no evidence the
21 accused belong to the dissident  Iranian  group Mujahedeen Khalq

orastheCrownhasallegedanyterroristgroup.” “"Headded: The
proesters  had reason to be angry gven the atrociies many endured
under the regime of the Ayatolah  Ruholah  Khomeini.” The court

aso  aiicized the govemment for poongng the case for poliical
reasons. “©Smiar  verdds  were issued in oher  countres. The Siate
Depatment would have been betier advised t respect the miings  of
distinguished judges in Ottawa, NewYork, Pars, Stockhom, Oslo,
Bonn,Bem,etc.,andstayoutofajudicialmatterthathadbeen
investigatedanddeliberatedformonthsandyearsbyhundredsof

lvwers,  judges,  posecurs and juries,

Regrettably,theDepartment'stotalinsensitivitytowardthe
bombardmentofanNLAbase-violating U.N. Security Council
resouion 58 adresding N cesudies adiuding of s sees
ofevents-arousessuspicionsaboutthemotivesbehindthese
alegations. Treroveadion © te ar ske embddened te deicd
regme 1o attack NLAbases on several other occasions.

The repot  also wites, ‘I December 1993, the Moghedin  stated
they misook two Turish  oficials in Baghdad for lranian  diplomats
andshotthemdead.” 4 Unfortunately, theauthorshaveagain
refaned fom addessng the fads s amater of fad ta in te
creumstancesensuingfromtheGulfwar, theMojahedinhavebeen
te ages o oer 0 Enoi aads n kg by te regmes  agens.
Onthe day of the incdent in queston, an automoble belongng to
the regme's embassy in Baghdad approached one of the ofices  of the
Mojahedin. Thesameofficehadbeenattackedshortlybeforeby
Khomeini'sdiplomat-terroristsusingthesameembassycar. The
seauiy guad a te ofice odeed te car b hat,  but hs wamings
wentunheeded. Theguardreactedbyfiringatwhathethoughtwas
apotentialcarbombingoftheoffice. Unfortunately,onecfthe
pessengers  wes Kied, not o as damed n te repot  Invesigations
kter reveded that the automoble had been puchased by the Turkish
doomais afew das bebe te odey, addl  caed te mubAs
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dpomatic  license plakes.  The regimes  embassy, of course, had not
informedthe Turkishdiplomatsofthecar'spastinvolvementin

terrorist activites. The Moghedin  contacted the Turkish  embassy
a te tme, t conmey ther ocondoences and apologes for the tagc
misake, and o om te Tuks of te deals of the inadent

TheNovembertrialoftwoMojahedinguardswhofiredonthe
Tuksh dpomels  daiied te recod  Fdly, t wesesgbshed te
the g Minsty of Foegn Aflars  had issued witen  wamings ©
the Khomeiniregime’sembassy onfour separate occasions,
demanding its dplomaic cars refran flom entering  areas adjacent
o the Mgghedns diices  Secondy, the represeniatve o the Tuksh
embassyinBaghdadtestifiedthattheslaindiplomathadbeen
advised nat © use te car before removing the fomer license  plates
adaidg Tuksh dpomaic paes Thdy, g guads testied
that the car had been odered to Stop twice at the comer leading to
the vanly of te Moghedns ofice ©n Baghdad, but te diver had
disregarded  these wamings.

Again, the authos  accusaions of Moghedn temoism  senve
whittwash the mullahs' record. The resuts  of investigations into
numerous cases of temorist activity by the mulahs' embassies in
Baghdad, Switzerland, France, Germanyanditaly,inadditionto
the vaious tenorist congoraces  tat have goe o tid i Europe,
kad ore 0 reasonably ocondude that Khomeinls dipomats  are likely
to attack the Mojghedn whenever given an opportuniy.

Aler the pubicaion o the repot,  aoopy of akter addessed D
PresidentClintonbyanlraniansupporterofthe Resistancewas
receivedbytheNCR’sRepresentative OfficeinWashington. The
lenen  sresses in his eter  tet he had met wih Chrisiopher ™ Herzel
o the Depatments Near East Bueau before the repots  publcation.
Mr.Henzelhadaskedhimtoprovidesomedocumentsonthemurder
ofthe TurkishdiplomatinBaghdad,whichhepromptlydid. The
authorofthelettertothe Presidenthasalsoquestionedthe
impertcliy o the epot ¥

Ths sedon o te Sae Depatmets  repot 5 insdosly aafied
D kad © the condson te thee ess a‘ooe o vdent atads
and reprisals;” S in oher wods, the regmes bual aimes aganst
the Iranian people and oppositionareaconsequenceofthe
Mojahedin'smilitaryoperations. Thelogichasbeenextendedto
foreign  counties  as wel, where the regime’'s temorism IS also in
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responsetothe Mojahedin's*violentattacksagainstlranian
govemmenttargetslocatedinthe\West.” %2 Thesectionentited

‘Atacks in the West” expounds on the ‘wave of coodinated — attacks”
by“membersoftheMojahedin”on‘“Iraniandiplomaticrmissions,”
andonan“MKOattackonanautomobilecarryinglranianForeign

Minister ~ Velayal” in 1992, and “simiar  confrontations that have
occured in other European counties  since 1991”7 % Significantly,
there is no darfcation that these ‘dpomats’ were tageted with
nothing more kethal than rotten eggs, presumably to paint a violent
and tenorst pare o te lanen Ressance Afer dailng d o
this, theauthorsdevoteonlyafewlinestosumminguphow The

Moghedn also have been vidims of Ianan govemment tenorism.” S

TheReal Terrorist

“Wheneveranyformofgovemmentbecomesdestructiveofthese
ends [Lile, Lbety andte Pusit of Happress, it s te nght of
the peopletoalterortoabolishit,andtoinstitute new
govenment.When  along tan of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariablythesameobject,evincesadesigntoreducethemunder
aeole depolm, K B hear gt t B ter duy, D tow of suh
govemment, and o provide newguards for ther fure secuiy” %
Sodedared Americas founding  fathers.

Usihg terms like ‘“violence” and ‘terrorism,” the authors fault
the lann peope for stugging o owthron  a tyrannical regime t
seare ter fghts  In addion 1 execuing owver 100000 peope and
imprisoningevenmoreonpoliticalcharges,theKhomeiniregime
has caed out N excess of 100 teworst operations  abroad  against
Iranian  dissidents. The attacks have et 300 dead or wounded. ® Some
ofthemorenoted cases, whichoccurredduring Rafsanjani's

presdency and wih his expressed consent,  indude:

e TheJuly1989assassinationofAbdolRahmanQassemiou,
theleaderofthe Kurdistan Democratic Partyoflran,andhis
companions in Vienna, Austia; ¥

»  TheApri1990assassinationofProfessorkazemRajavi,a
distinguished humanights advocate and elder brother  of the lranian
Ressance's  leader, in Geneva, Swizefland; %

*  TheAugust1991assassinationof ShapourBakhtiar,the
shah's last Pime Minstr, in Pais, Fance *
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*  TheJune1992abductionandmurderofAliAkbarGhorbani,

aMojahedinmember,inistanbul, Turkey; €0
e The Sepember 1992 assasshation of te leaders of an lranian
Kurdishgroup,inBeriin,Germany;, 61

»  TheMarch1993assassinationofMohammadHaosseinNaqgdi,
the NCRrepresentative, in Rome, lly;, ®

¢ TheJune1993assassinationofMohammadHassanArbab,
aMojahedinmember,inKarachi, Pakistan. 63

Theregime'sterrorismagainstforeignnationalsiscommon
knowledge,andthe State Departmentiscertainlymoreinformed
thanmost. Themostcelebratedcasesincludethetakeoverofthe
Americanembassyin Tehranin1979;theexplosionoftheU.S.and
the Fench baracks in Bent; % the taking of Westemers hosiage in
Lebanon;thedecreetomurdertheBritishauthorSalmanRushdie;
andtheassassinationattemptsonhisNorwegianpublisherand
teilan  and Japanese transators.
Theofficialsofthe State Department'sNearEastemAffairs
Bueau have ofen expressed araonale  tat says opposiion  to the
mullahs'exportoffundamentalismandterrorismdoesnotjustify
suppat  for the Moghedn, whoalso use vidence and temorism. Such
logc 8 puzzing flom a Depatment which taks 1, negoates  wih,
and even suppots  someof the woidds  most vidert, ant-democratic
foces, whohawe no soupes about usng vidence o bind  tenoism.
Toppng the &t s the regme in Ian, wih whomte oficas o te
Near Easten Affars  Bureau so ferventy seek a dialogue.
Althoughthe statementthatthe Mojahedinandthe Tehran
regime  simulaneously engage in tenoism mayat it gance appear
innocuous, but adoser look confrms that the State Department is
not ad swoss nis gposion © te egme k5 the Depatment
that s aways peading for dalogue - wih no precondions no less,
and the regime saying nay. For evety 10 staements,  leters o ‘fact
sheets’theNearEastBureauhasissuedonallegedMojahedinuse
of terrorism,"thereisseldomoneagainstthemuliahsandtheir
untamed  temorism. Oremigtt wel ask, whois the real tenorist in
IranandtheMiddleEast,theKhomeiniregimeortheMojahedin?
ff the Unted States genuinely believes that the Tehran regime
i5 an ‘ntemational outaw’ and the ‘man source of terorism)’ and
ses O oonfont i the wost possbe  appoach s hostiy toward
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thatregime’'svicims. Therearefewmeansavailableinthefight
o, and techndogcal embargo ae al needed, but not enough o bing
about change toward democracy and respect for intemational noms
andcovenants. Thelranianpeopleandtheirresistancearethe
decsve facto;  tey wil have te fnal say about change. Though
somemaynat ke i nematona recogriion d te anan peopes
Resistanceistheonlywaytoexpeditechangetowarddemocracy,
peace and stabity in Ian and the regon.

Fortunately, many US. senators and congressmen have endorsed
thejustandrighteousresistanceoftheMojahedinandNational
Coud of Resstance in dedarations o keters O Massoud Rgad. A
Housemajoritywroteinsummer1992:“The NCR, backedbyits
mitary ~ wing, the National Liberaion  Amy of Ian, backed by the
populace, and in step with shikes and demonstations  over the past
fewmonthswithinlran,iscapableofestablishingfreedomand
democacy in kan” % In auumn of te sameyear, 62 seraos  refered

to the ocongressiondl satement,  adding,

Resolutionsbythe U.N.HumanRights Subcommissionandthe European

Pafament  depoed the connung  incease i tenorist acliviles against
dssdents  aboad, indudng  te faled pot N December 1991 o assassiate
Mr. Massoud Rajavi, Presdent of the Naiond Cound of Ressane of Iran
OnApril5,1992, theRafsanjanigovernment,alarmedatthespreadof

popuar poess,  caossed  intemational borders.. Weae covinced tet the
tme has comefor te frre woid to jon together against the human rights
abusesofthelranianregime.Recently,amajorityofthemembersofthe
U.S.HouseofRepresentatives,and1,300pariamentariansfrom19other

countries  issued statements  condemning the  violations of humanrghts in
Ian and supporing  te lanan  peope’s Resstance. %

162membersoftheHouseofRepresentativeswrotealetterto
Mr. Massoud Rajaviwhen hisbrother, Dr. Kazem Rajaviwas
assassinated: ‘We.ask you as te Leader of te lanian  Resstance,
toassureyourcountrymenthatwe supporttheirpeacefuland
democraic  ams” ¥ In aleter t© Mr. Rajavi in June 1984, Senator
EdwardKennedystressed:"... Thelranianpeoplearereadyfor
change. Andthey ae being aded by your efols to promoe goals of
peace,democracyandfreedominiran. TherearemanyinAmetrica
whosupportthesegoalsinlran;andwhofeelagreatsenseof
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solidarity wth the lranean peope whohave sufered  so greatly”
If, however,the State Departmentpreferstodealwiththe

refgious, tenonist didatorship nng len raher then te lanan

peope and Ressance, so beit The Moghedn and National Cound

of Resstance wil goter omnway, rehing onthe pegpe of Ian and

notslackeningthe pacetowardstheregime’soverthrowand

estabishment  of a democatic,  pluralistic govemnment in Iran.
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Mojahedin & Irag

In e boadest sase, te lanan  peges Ressae ocosss  of three
sedons. s sodad  sedion,  under the diedion of the Resslances
commandheadquartersinsidelran,isbasedundergroundinTehran
adoher ken des  The policd amd te Ressance hes dices
in Europe and Noth Amerficaa The Resstance's Presidentelect, Mrs.
Maryam Rajavi, the NCRs central  office, and its 18 committees are
in Pais. Thee ae aso dices of the Presdentelect in Euope ad
NorthAmerica. ThemilitaryarmoftheResistance, theNational
Lbegion  Amy of an, & besed dong te ladag  boder fonter.
Asfor te Moghedin, somedf iIs sedions are in an and ahes
operate fom the border regon wihin  the famewok of the National
Liceration ~ Amy. Abroad, the ofices and chepters of the Mojahedin
weredissolvedin1994andalmembersandfaciliiesputatthe
dgosd o te Preseteeds dices 1Oy te oganzaions pess
spokesmenarepresentlyabroad.

Iran-lraqgWar

Whenthelran-ragWareruptedandiragjiforcescrossedinto
Iranin1980,theMojahedincondemnedtheoccupationofiranian
territory,declaredtheirreadinesstodefendthehomelandand
immediately dispatchedlarge numbers oftheirmembersand
suppoters o the southem and westem fonts. From the very first
weeks of the war, the Revolutionary Guards harassed and mistreated
the Mojghedin fighters, aresing many. In asees of arides in
November1980, Mojahed ,newspaperdeclaredtheorganization's
readinesstocontinuefightingatthefronts, butwamedagainst
futher amests and imprisonment.
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AState Departmentunclassified reportsentto Chairman
Hamiltonin1984noted:“Iraginvadediran(September1980)...
Mujghedn units went to the font immedaately. They were tolerated
by the fundamentalists ony in the it hedic days of the war, and
maostweresoonexpelled.” 2Duringthewar,anumberofMojahedin
supporterswerekiledandmanycaptured. Yearslater,whenlraq
was preparing 1 release al ranan POWsn 1989, these Mojghedin
competed the necessary legal processng  and retumed 1o the ranks
o the omganzation

InJune1982, Iragjiforceswithdrewfromiranianteritoryto
behind the intemational borders. From then on, only Khomeini and
his regime inssted  on perpetuating the war. Coning Sogans about
‘berating Qodsvia Kabela” the regme madete most of the oonfict
to damp ald on domesic dssent  Afler June 1982, the Mojahedin
saw no reason for coninued  hostiiies. Characterizing the confict
as an unpatrioic war corary 1 te nerests of the lanan  peope,
they demanded an end to the fighting. Since the regmes reluctant
acceptanceofacease-firein1988,itsofficialshavegradually
adnowledged  the tenbe pice pad for poogng  hosiiies. Over
1,000hiliondollarsineconomicdamages 8,andseveralmillion
Casdles  admeigees aest D te vady — of te lenen  Ressance
andMojahedin'soppositiontothewar. Today, theirpositionis
suppoted by al  Iranars.

NCR Peace Policy

OnJanuary9,1983, TariqAziz,thenDeputy PrimeMinisterof
Irag,metwithMassoudRajavi,theNCRPresident,atthelatter's
residenceinAuvers-sur-Oise, France. Thetwoissuedajoint
communiquéontheneedforacease-fireandasolutiontoendthe
devastatingconflict. Thestatementreadsinpart.“Sayed Aziz
epaed O Mt R the podion o lag n doae dede D resize
peace betveen lraq and Iran, onthe basis of ful independence and
fenioial negiy, eyped o te fee W of e peope o kg ad
te peoge o ke’ 4

M. Raad ‘eqpaned te vews hed by e ust ressance o the
Ilanan  peope, about te peacell  selement of te dspues  between
the o couies  which might be achieved through dred  negofiations
betweenthetwosideswithintheframeworkofthesovereigntyand
te tenioiE negiy o boh couties regadng te mud resped
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by boh couties o the nonnenvenion pdcy n te ohe’s nerd
dlis  adter respede neghbouly rEbions.” *Hedessed  that
the Khomeini regime wil not accept peace unkess in the postion  of
absolutedesperationandweakness. Reiteratinghiscondemnation
of ety sot of haassment of aviians, Mr. Rajavi asked the Irag
govemment t ke into  consideration the immunity and the security
o fnen  des  viges ad deenssess o Heaso requested
particular attertion, in conformity ~ with the Geneva Comvention, to
the case of lanan POWsespecaly te miiary  personnel  ©
OnMarch 13, 1983, the NCRpresented a peace plan, unanimously
adoped by is membes it saes  “The Naiond Coud of Ressance
hereby decares that it consders the 1975 Treaty (preceded by the
Algiersagreementthesameyear)andthelandandriverborders
Stipulated in the aforementoned  tealy as the bass of ajust and
permanentpeacebetweenthetwocountries.” " TheNCRdeclaration
underscored  the need for an ‘immediate  declaration of ceasedfire)
‘Wihdrawal by both couries  of ther foces o te boder nes as
spedfied  in te poibcos on Redemarcaion of Land Boders  between
IranandiragandtheprotocolonDemarcationofiran-lrag\Water
Bordersandthe Descriptive Minutes of the Maps and Aerial
Photographs, ™ exchangeofallprisonersofwarwithinamaximum
peiod of tree months afler the dedaration o te ceasedie” and
“takingthequestionofdeterminingthedamagesduetothewarto
the Intemational Cout of Jusice in oder O deemine the damages
due o the war and the manner in which ran's rghts should be met”
OnMarch 21, 1983, the Frag govemment fomaly repied 1t the
NCRpeace plan. Pubished by the Iragi media on the same date, the
statementread:“Wehailthepeaceinitiativeexpressedinthe
Couds saement andwoud ke © eqpes lags desde 1 redize
peace and o cooperate  wih the Councl or any lrlanan to that end,
and O esgbish  rdaions onfim gounds” & The ofical spokesman,
the Minster of Cuture and Information, announced: ‘raq  is ready
o look Mo tese ponts and hes the tue and honest desie © reach
ajust agreement wih the National Coundl or any competent Iranian
auhoiy  yeamng for peace” °
Anew chapter had been opened in the Irardrag war. The Natonal
CouncilofResistancehadsignedapeaceaccordwithlrag,and
Khomeris  beligerence had been deat a Sratege bow.  Subsequenty,

the Counciland Mojahedin embarked onan extensive peace
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campaign, fom 1983 0 1986, h andout of lan. In is Apd 1, 1984,

dedaration, unanmously  approved, the NCRstressed:  “The  meeting

betwveen NCRPresident Rajavi and the lragi  Deputy Prime Minister,

theproposalofapeaceplanandeffortstohaveitadoptedby

intemational bodes and oganizatons, the campagn focusng  on the

need for peace in Ian, the caks for sodes to disobey Khomeinis

beligerent agens and desat the wer fons 0 jon  te Ressances

foves, adte cab for ahak n te borbngs of dies adueges -

are not only approved, but admred. Consistert wih s program and

that of the fure provisional govemment, the Natonal Cound of

Ressiance, as te soe democaic — alemative, wl dois umost ©

pursueitsplanonthebasisofsafeguardingthelranianpeople’s

interestsandwelfare. TheNCRconsidersthepolicyofvigorous

promotion of peace as tantamount to patriotism and

humanitarianism.” Resistance  supporters  demonstrated  and ralied

n vaiouls lanen diess  The regme's  war mobizaion began © wind

down, as more and more people refused to go to the fronis.
Intemationally, thelranianResistance’stremendouseffort

agangt  Khomenis  belioosiy boe fut Onte tid amvesay o

the jointcommuniqué and NCR peace plan, more than 5,000

distinguished poiitical figures; 221 parties, unions,  syndicates,

assodations and assembies fom 57 courties  the wodd owver signed

aunversal  dedaration, condemning the ‘warlke  poices,” of the

“‘medieval’ Khomeiniregimeandexpressingsupportfor

The peace plan of 13 March 1983 that was presented by Mr. Massoud Rajavi,
leader of lenan Ressance,  ..broady welcomed by the Ienan  peope and
also has so far dawn exensve  intemational suppot  t has receved  the
backing of the Pafamenary  Assembly of te Coundl of Europe (Resolution
No.849dated 30 September1985),the EuropeanParliament(Document

B2527/85 dated 11 June 1985) and over 3000 poitical pates,  omganzaions
and personaliies. 0

Some60%of the sgnatories to this unversal  dedaration were
parfiamentarians, representing over 500 miion  people throughout
the wordd. Labor unions endorsing the Peace decaration expressed
theabhorrenceofmillionsofworkerstowardKhomeiniwhowas
continuingthewar*inordertosuppresstherisingnationwide
Ressance of the lanan peope” " At least 60 mnsters  and deputy
mMNsers,; U leaders, pesdets  and vicepresidents o the Chisien
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Democrat, Liberal  and Socalist intemational; scores  of parfament
speakersandhundredsofpariamentarygroupleaders;aswellas

210membersofthe EuropeanParliamentand48 membersofthe

Cound of Europe endosed the saement Alst  of the signatories
wes pubished in 1986 by the Naiondl Cound of Ressance of Ian 2

Mullahs React

The Iranian  Resistance's  antwar  campaign inside  Iran  and the
gat dides &t ok nemaionaly, mecele meedbe  for Khomen
Nolonger coud his regime weratle  the presence of the Resistance's
leaderinFrance.Usingacombinationofhostages, blackmailand
ooneessons,  te regme dd s umost © aub M Rapds adMiies
in Fance.

InDecember1984,aKuwaitiairlinerwashijackedbythe
Khomen regime's  operatives, keadng t te death of o passengers.
TheFrenchdaily LeMonde \wrote:

In te view of fhe regmes pime mnse]  Mr Moussavi, the extradiion of
te hedes Wl not be consdeed  s0 g as te keader o the tenoiss.
isnotextradited. Withoutmentioninganynames, theprimeministeris

referming to Mr. Massoud Rajavi, the Muahedin leader, whois a polical
refugee in Fance. ©

In July 1985 Tehran radio repoted that ‘in a gathering of the
ambassadors  and chargé  daffaires of the ldamc Repubic of Ian in
EuropeandtheU.S.,"attendedbytheforeignminister, AliAkbar
Velyet, the regme's pime minser  had dedaed:  “Today, exdenswe
suppot s accoded O goupets  that oppose te Idamic Repubic  of
Iran.  Suppot has been expressed by representatives of the European
and Biish  pafaments as wel as by the Socaists in Fance” *In
Augustthesameyear, TehranradioquotedMoussaviassaying:
“Intemationally,thedependentgroupletscreateproblemsforus
everyday... Takenotethatthe[Mojahedin] , whotodayenjoythe
sanctuarygiventhembyU.S.senators, FrenchSocialistsandthe
parfameniarians o Bians snser  ocodonalsm, ae g tese
statementsagainstus.” 5 Afewweeksprior, Tehranradioquoted
Rasanen as &g the Fench dagé defaies ‘Saing  Wwe acoept
poliical rgees B aly anease. Thee Mggedl ae aimies
not  poliical refugees”  Accoding to the minutes of confidental

117



DemocracyBetrayed

negotiationsbetweenRafsanjaniandtheFrench chargédaffaires
onte afemoon o March 30, 1985 pubished ayear bier n Moghed,
Roland Dumassought“balanceandimprovementintherelations
betweenTehranandFrance...IndividualssuchasRajavihavehad
no conact  wih the Govemment of Fance, but wih poitical parties
inFrance, ltaly, Britainandelsewherebecausethe Mojahedin
oonsder  themsebes  socakss!” =

In 1985, the issue of the French hostages in Lebanon heated up,
as dd other tenonst treats by e Khomeni regime. This, coupled
withthe contacts betweentheregimeandFrenchgovernment,
coincidingwiththelrangateaffairintheU.S.,resultedinnew
resticions on the adviles of Messoud Raavi in Pars.

Departuretolraq

OnMay1,1985,the Frenchchargéd affairesmetwith Al
Khamenei,thentheregime’spresident. TheFrenchmanoffereda
reporton‘thelatestdevelopmentsinnommalizingFranco-ranian
riiors N vew o te Kamc  Repdcs condions, ndung gy

no sanduary o tenorists and counterevolutionaries.” 8 OnMay 21,
hislraniancounterpartinParismetwithRolandDumastodiscuss
“existing differences and the presence of counterrevolutionaries in

France”  Whenthe new French Govemment ook ofice  in ealy 1986,
there were more taks and deals wih the regime 0 seaure the release
oftheFrenchhostages. Thereafter,beganaseriesofcomingsand
gongs by representatives of Tehran and Paris.

Filowmng asaies o assassnations n Pass, te lanan dageé
daffaires Oedared on February 14, 1986:

Wehave consistently informed  Fench  ofidals of the presence of a number
o fugve  tenofs on Fench sal. The Fench  oficials soud ke noe
of tis, and eimnate  tis nest of comupton in oder t ensure intemal
sy, 2

Amonth pior, the Fench weekdy VSDhad un an aide  enitied:
“Tehranupsitsdemandsasthehorrifyingpriceforthe French
hoslages in Lebanon:  Adiviies of edes wl be resticed and some
wil  even be saaificed. BExample: Massoud Raavi, the leader of the
People’sMojahedin, untilnowprotectedbytwosquadrons of
gendammes at his headquarters  in  Auverssur-Oise. There is arisk
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thet hewl beoed the It © belkt wihout any poedon” 2
Onthe evenng of Apdl 2, abombexploded afew hundred meters
fom Mr. Rajavis resdence.  The next moming, Agence Hance Presse
woe:  “The mayor of Awvers  releraied that uwiless M. Ragv depars,
cam wil not reum to AuwerssurOise” Z OnApi 16, the French
daly LaGazetle quoted‘judicialsources’assayingoneofthree
bombers ‘had been a poiiical achivist of the exreme nght” = The
investigative sources said ‘the three” whose identity had not been
revealed‘wantedtoprotesttheapparentlyheavytrafficonthe
bidge” %
OnApi 15, trough is offical ogan FEtekat , the Khomeini
regimeaddressedtheGovernmentoffFrance:

f te Fench want o reconsder ther relaions  wih Ian, they must shut
downthebasesofthe[Mojahedin] inFrance.WhyshouldtheFrenchhold
themselvescaptivetothe Americans? Expelthe[Mojahedin] fromyour
country;theU.S.knowswheretotakethem.YoucanholdontoBakhtiar

and BaniSadr.  Ths is the ony waytat our peope wil thnk of Fance as
afiedy ooty >

OnApril20, The NewYorkTimes wrote:‘Frenchofficialshave
sad tat tey meyimi the aciviles of somedssdents resdng i
France,includingMassoudRajavi,theleaderofthe People’s
Mojahedin.” %

Meanwhile,apoliicallybankruptMarxistgroup, calledthe
‘Minorty;” began calsng tobe in acoodmaed fashon n fot  of
te Ressance lkede’s rsdence Thefee en gven D these toude
makersandtotheregime’soperatives,especiallyinlightofthe
eposon ta had aready taken pace, indcaed the tend of fuure
eens futer  Imiaions on M. ReMs  adMies wee b fdov. 7
Resdents of Awvers issued ajont sSatement  complaining  about the
‘repeated  rampages’ by the Minority  group ‘which has caused chaos
inourtownshipandendangeredoursecurity.”Othercountries,
feaing abdudions of ther dizens were ureoeptive 0 te idea of
poiwng anewlcaion for te ofices andresdence o M Raaui 2

The National Coundl of Resistance held afomal sesson on May
23 198, deddg 0 fusiae te regmes oogrades  ad pesues
Voing unanmousy 10 send the NCRPresdent 1t the lranHrag border
region,themovewasalsoundertakentoenable Mr.Rajavito
reoganze the mitary  fooes of te lanan  Resstance.  OnJure 7,
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RajavileftFranceforthelran-Iragfrontier,alongwith 1,000
Mojahedinmembers. 29

MeetingIraqiPresident

AttheairportinBaghdad,Mr. TahaYassinRamazan,theFirst
Deputy Prime Minister, representing the lragi  president, headed a
delegaion  of senior Iragi  dfficials, incuding  a number from the
Revolution'sCommandCouncil,theSpeakerofthePariament,and
the Foreign, Interior, Culure  and Information, Higher  Education,
Defense  and Commerce ministers, o weloome the anian  Resisiance’s
leader. ¥ Subsequenty, Mr. Raav kft drecly fom the aipot
worshipattheholyShiiteshrinesinNajafandKarbala.OnJune
15,Mr.RajavimetwithPresidentSaddamHussein. Thenextday,
the lragi media repoted the meeting as ther top news stoy.  They
quoted the lragi President as saying that rags relaions wih the
Iranian Resistance werebased on“peace, mutualrespectof
sovereignty, respect for the nght of the two peopes to choose ther
poliical and idedogical ways” * The lagi  Presdent  stressed  that
‘e kadasp N kg regpecs te leen Ressace, s dedogcd
and polical independence, and its freedom to wok o achieve is
obectives.” 2 The g  Presdent caled M. Rav  “an honourable
guest and a cusader of peace and goodeighbouriness between the
two neghbouring  counties” =

Whie eqressng his gatiude for ‘the affecion he had met in
Iag” M. Rajav  exqoressed  apprediation for te g govemments
acceptance of the lranian Resistance’s  peace plan as an accepiable
bass for the sat of peace negotiations” % Headded thet he

dd not concea the fact that severd years ago te Mojghedn entered into
batle aganst lrag forces, but ever since lraq poved O lanians and the
worldherreadinessforpeace,allweaponsshouldhavebeenaimedat

Khomeini'sregime, theonlypartythathaswantedthewartocontinue.

This is especaly so nowthat the lanan peope desire the aiainment of
peaceandworidpublicopinionhastestifiedtothisjustdemandofthe

ngions. %

Inthemeeting, Mr.Rajavialsoraisedthesubjectoflranian
pisones of wer and asked for te ‘spedd pesod  cae and atenton
of the lrag Presdent” ¥ SaddamHussein accepted this request and
issued the necessary  oders.
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NationalLiberation Army

INn1986, themilitaryforcesoftheMojahedinand Iranian
Resistance had expanded  significantly, requiing  a reorganization.
Bythen, thelranianpeoplehadrealizedtheKhomeiniregime’s
belligerence,andpublicdiscontentoverthewarhadspread
thoughout  the county.  The diizenty enthusiastically welcomed the
Resistance’scampaignforpeace. TheMojahedinandMr.Rajavi's
moveto the lranian  frontier generated a new morale and a sense of
hope amongthe people of Ian. Onthe one hand, the Resistance and
itsleadershipweremoreaccessiblethaninParis, thousandsof
kiometers  awnay. Onthe other, for the frst time, lranans  saw the
prospectioranendtothelran-raqWarandtheestablishmentof
peace looming. Thousands of young Iranians, menand women, rushed
o jon the Ressance onte boder

In June 1987, the formaton of the National Liberaion ~ Ammy of
lan adong the lrarHrag frontier wes dficaly announced.  NLAunis
had begun operaions against the Pasoaran several months prior.

There s no crediiity to the Depatments contenion that the
pesence o te llenen Ressance's  mialy amin te boder regon
uns couner o the interests o the lanan peope and consequenty,
has “discredited them amongthe Iranian  poity” ¥ Massoud Rajavis
departureforthelran-ragborderstripandformationoftheNLA
broughtmanyadvancesforthelranianResistance. itenabledthe
Ressance 1 eqose Khomei's efiots  depding  Ireg and the United
Setes as te lanan  peope's  main enemy and discredit the regime's
propagandacampaighaimedatblamingthemforthewar.Following
the wihdawal of Ireg fom lanian  temitory and s readness
negotiateapeacefulsettiernent,onlyiKhomeinisoughttoprolong
the war. Aninemal andyss of te oonfict by te regme stressed
that“peace, inthose circumstances, wasverydangerousanda
Vvictorious peace was nat an opton”  Khomeini consdered the wer as
asrategc  wegponin hs bate 1t hang oo power. Hehad repeatedy
voned 0 fight onaslong as one buidng weslkt sandng in lan

Essentialy a te intiaive of the US. and the Unied Nations
SecurityCouncil'sotherpermanentmembers,thebodyadopteda
numberofresolutions,includingResolution598in July 1987,
denouncing the mullahs'  beligerence and caling for an immediate
cease-fire. Theinternationalconsensusontheneedtoendthe
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devasaiing  corfict is the best tesament 1o the legimacy  of the
positionstakenbytheMojahedinandlranianResistance.Anyone
remoely famiar wih te US’s posiion  on the hostiies cannct
butfeelrevulsionatthehypocrisy ofthe State Department's
allegations today against the Mojahedin.
ThelranHragWarlefttwomilioncasualties, threemillion
refugees, 1,000 bilion dolars i damages and destoyed 50 cies
ad 3000 vieges onte leen sde done Onte bess of an opnion
pol conduced by the lanan Ressnce inside the ocounty, 83%of
Ilanans  opposed the war, 7esuppoted  the  confict and the remaining
10%were neura.  Miions  of lrenans  endued the daly cost of the
wars pepetaon  with the flesh and blood of therr  chidren, and
withtheirownhomelessness, destitutionandmisery. Thus, the
Ilanan  Resisance  had to make peace a strategic dogan, despe the
rsks or adverse publicy. The Resistance  was, is and wil  remain
poud of 5 peace poicy. Are the poicy pames o the Near Easem
Bureau suggesing that the lranian  Resistance should have remained
sient about Khomeinis  beligerence, aloned him to dumpal the
naton's  humanand material  resources  ino  the fumace of the war?
Shoud wehavwe stood aside as he spread the fames of tis senseless
cofic  troughout te regon wih hs expoted fundamenteism  and
ISamic  caiphate? Not © menton tat amid Khomenls cals for the
“beration of Qodsvia Kabala” the langae maserminds were ony
addng © the regme’s  belicosty by poudng it with weapors.

TheKuwaiti Crisis

The utimate  test of the Mojahedn and NLAs independence came
in 1990, wih the Kuwwait Crss. Wih the whoe wold watching, the
lenen Ressance weathered  the  poliical som, suvived the bggest
militarybombardmenttheworidhaseverknown,andthrustbacka
massive onslaught by the Khomeini regime. The drcumstances  would
havemeanttheendofanythinglessthanatrulyindependent,
nationalist movement.

Themullahswelcomedwarbetweentheirwoarchenemies, lrag
and the United States. In private, they concduded that the Guf War
woud be very benefical to them. Thus, in adily doube game, they
triedtopushtheplayerstowardhostiities.Ontheonehand,as
admied Ber by senor feg  oficaks, Rasanan  and oher  Iranen
authoriies repeatedy  advised ther g counterparts in 1991 not
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o evacuste Kuwai, assuing them of ranan baddng in the event of
war against the Unied Stes. * Onthe oher hand, the mulahs tod
thealliedforcesthatiranwasontheirside,andcondemnedthe

occupationofKuwait. Meanwhile,confidentoftheoutcome, they

pepared © eimmae te kanBn  Ressance onte lavaq  fonder
and esiebish  a reigous dicatorship in tat ocounty modeled after
theirown. Immediately aftertheendofthewar,themullahs

dispatched tens of thousands of revoluionary guards b Irag,

The Mojghedin  and the Iranian  Resisiance  had repeatedy — stated
tet ther pesece n te boder regon wesoly gt the reigous
terorist ddatorship ning Iren.  Immedaly afer  the oooupation
ofkKuwaitandthelragipeaceinitiativeto Tehran,theMojahedin
haltedtheirradioandtelevisionbroadcastsandstoppedtheir
publications. Theydidnotwanttobedistractedfromtheirmain
concen. Anare et the aiss  woud be b the detiment o the lranen
peope and Resstance, te Moghedn beleved that the oiss  would
inevitablyovershadowtheproblemposedbytheKhomeiniregime
and s coimes. This soon proved to be the case, as Tehran rapidy
gainedconcessionsfrombothiragandthealliedforces.Addedto
these were the bilions of dolars in added revenues for the regime
deote e nd pioes n 190 esbing t © pit aempoay ©
on many of its economic arises.

TheWarofCities

Theauthorsofthereportciaimthatthe NationalLiberation
Amy becameatod n lgs ocofidc wih e’ ¥ In afedde atempt
o pove the pont, the repot goes onto say: “‘in 1984 and 1987, for
exampe, te g govemmet cast cessedire poposals as a response
o the requess of te peaceloving Raau’ “©in apen O ‘undercut
te lanan govemments intemal  support”

The il dam 5 whout bess whch epans whythe auhos
atempt O suppot it IS SO preposterous. Actualy, ater the joint
communiquéforpeacewasissuedin1983,Mr.Rajavicondemned
the atiacks by whichever sde whenever the ‘war of diies”  or other
assaultsonpopulationcentersflaredup, inflictingdamageson
innocent  avlians. In foma, pubic leters, a o which havwe been
pubished, he caled onthe govemment of Irlag t hat such attacks,
which he stressed,
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to potay his wamongeing poices — as legiimate, seving o poong  his
e, andt dey the tend toward ajust peace, which s impossbe  unil
insde Ian and woldwide for ajust peace. 4

Onthreeoccasionspriortotheendofthewar, thelraqgi
Govemment reacted  afirmatively, athough only to almted degree
and wih cerfain  conditons, o these appeds. # Thefirst tme, on
February 14, 1934, Ilag accepted to ‘temporary hat the bombing of
lenen  dies for oneweek. dee o M Ragpds peacsll gesue ad
as agoodM  inifative.. on the condiion that the Khomeni regime
refan  fom niding dameges on (leg) dies,  vlges  and ovin
targets”  “*Thesecondtime,thegovemmentofiragacceptedMr.
Ragvis request onte ee of da A, making te end of the hdy
month of Ramadan. Onboth occasions, Mr. Rajavi  was il residing
inParis. Thethirdandlasttime,inFebruary 1987, Iraq’s
RevolutionaryCommandCouncildecidedto“acceptMr. Massoud
Rajavi'srequesttotemporarilyhaltthebombingofthecities,
coningent  upon the lranian  regime’s  reciprocal acton”  “The day
before,theNCRPresidenthadappealedforthebombinghaltina
meeing wih the lag Presdent  The dedson wesrefered 1 Iragls
Revolutionary Command Council. The nextday, Iragimedia
simultaneouslyreportedthemeetingandthelragileadership’s
dedson 0 siop the bombings.

The wer of the dies  hed become nidkerable for te lnen pudc
M. Ragvds  nenvention, resuting n atempoay hat h te atads
by rag, saved thousands of lranan  Ives and prompted expressions
o gaivde towad the lanan Ressance's keader.  Regretiably, the
authors'  hostiity toward the Mojghedin and people of Ian is such
thet tey hae dsoted  an niaive thet saved manyimnocent  hves.
In good conscence, such a humantarian  ad, ewven by one's opponent
o enemy, deserves respect fff  however, that s o muchto ask at
te vey ket t shoud not be belted

Cotary t the auhos dams, the Naonal Lberaion  Amy of
Iran has never fought in any font alongside the lragi amy. Those
whosuggest ohewise  oweook  te oviouss  Affer  June 1982, Tehvan's
military operationsfromFawto Suleimaniyawereexclusively
offensive,whilelraqwasatallimesonthedefensive. TheNLA,
meanwhile, soughttodestroytheregime’smachineryofwarand
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suppressionbyattackingtheGuardsCorps’basesandcenterson
Iranianterritory.InJune 1988, theNLAconqueredthetownof
Mehran.Some40joumalistswereonhandtoreportthevictory. ®
Khomeini, presumably having guessedthe NLA'snexttarget,
subsequenty  ‘dank  the chaice  of the poson of te ceasedie” ]
the disbelef o st about everyore
Manyforeignjoumalistsandobserversofthelntemational
CommitteeoftheRedCrossandthe UnitedNations,whohaveona
numberofoccasionsvisitedthe NLAbases, canattesttothe
Resstance’s  freedom of adion. This is aso evdent in the Ilanian
Resstance's satements and posiions. Duing the lradrag  war, for
exampe, whenmissies were being fred,  avilan targets  attadked,
orchemicalweaponsused, MassoudRajavirepeatedlycondemned
thetactics“bywhicheverside, Iranorirag.” “Thesefacts
notwithstanding, Theregimeitselfhasalsoacknowledgedthe
MojahedinandNLA'sindependencevis-a-vislrag. Twoyearsafter
the Persian Guf War, the state-controlled Kayhan Havai wrote:

In private  cirdes, prominent  lragis  say that Baghdad does not have a free
handwiththeMojahedin.Certainly,controlinganarmedgroupthathas

mpessive  coordination and comedions  ousde g terioy does not seem
an easy task for ths couty. ¥

Wecondude this matter with aremark by the President of Irag
in July 1988. Speaking in the presence of a number of senior Iragi
minsters  and officals, he repied to dams by Khamene, then the
regme's  president Descibng  the Moghedn as the most important
treat to the regme, he sad ‘The Moghedn are combatants, whom
werespect”  Hefuther stressed that the Mojghedin  have “complete

Todafy te hsoicd  reood, | dedae that weonce asked the Moghedn

aqueston about ther homeland, Ian. Beleving that ther response might

reveal  some information about ther ocounty and possby resut in ham o

the lranan people, they flaty rgected our request  Of course we respect

ther poston  as an independent  poliical foce. ®
Weapons

TheNLA'sweaponryisgenerallywarbootyobtainedduring
different operations  against the Pasdaran . For example, duing the

125



DemocracyBetrayed

“Forty Stars”operationinJune1988,inwhichthe NLAcaptured
thelraniancityofMehran,thearmyseized$2bn.inweapons,

indudng  200pus tanks, personnel camers and heaw feld guns;
thousandsofvehiclesandmediumcaliberweapons;thousandsof

tons of ammuniion; and countiess smal caliber  weapons. ® The NLA
hasalsopurchasedsomeoftheweaponsitneeds. % Documentson
puchases of $150 miion  worth of weaponry, wehides and equipment
fromWestemncountriesareavailableandcanbepublished. The
necessaryfundsareentirelyaproductofthelranianpeople’s

unspaing  suppot  and assistance, boh in and out of an, and of the
revenues fom the Ressianogs busness ventures  at homeand abroad.
Receps for tese funds are avalabe, and have been pubished owver
the years in the Moghedn's  publications.

In shot, the Mojahedin seek only the unique opportunty — which
lrags  geography provides.  teritory wih access to ther  homeland,
onwhch they can tan and pepare ter fooes 1 syppot  the Iranian
peopes upisng and bing about te ovethrow of the most snister
diciatorship in conempoary  history. 5! The Ilanan  Resisiance  takes
geat pide in this undertaking, which only enhances its prestige
amongthe people of Iran. Without an organized  military force, the
Resistance  perse wouldnothavecariedmuchweightandwould
havehadtomakeduewithsloganeering. Andwhereshould, the
report'sauthorssuggest, thethousands of maleandfemale
combatants  sought by the mullahs’  regime, go?

Today, nealy four years aftr the Persan Guf War, the regme
pesss  in is efots 0 epot teroism  and fundameniism and
impedetheMiddleEastpeaceprocess.Withoutdoubt, Khomeini's
heis are the pincpal treat to peace and stabity in the regon.
Takingadvantage ofthe specialregionalandinternational
cdrcumstances in the aftermath of the Guff cisis, the mulahs are
ying 1 use te Moghedins presence in flag O generate  animosiy
againstthem. %2 Thereis, however,increasingregionaland
intemational undestanding  of the lranan  Resstance's  presence in
the lrardrag boder  regon.

Let us aso recal that pior t and aftr the Moahedn mowe o
Iragq, the United States and Europe both enoyed excelent  relations
withlrag.ManyAmericansenatorsandsenior State Department
officals taed bak adfoth © ta ocounty, and kg dficas
were receved by the US. President
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BlatantContradiction

SomeoftheState Department'sbaselessallegationsaboutthe
Moghedins  relaions wih Ilag were deat wih in the fist  chapeer
Here, et us smply add that the Depatments farfeiched alegation
o Moghedn ‘dplomaic acy’ onbehef o te legs & heenly
faned and contradicts previous  alegations. Having staned so had
todepicttheMojahedinandNCRasaninsignificantforcewithno
support, inside or outside of Ian, the authors undercut ther own
argument.  Mojghedin  dependence on lraq is amongthe reporfs  basic
peceps.  Whatberet  can the legs  gan fom the dpomeic adMy
ofagroup“shunnedbymastlranians™? S Howisitthatsuddenly
g needs, on te intematondl eve, the political suppat  and, in
the noth ad souh of g, te miiary  baddg of so insgniicant a
fooe? Chages of il we o te Mogghedn n is cnid wih Tehan
arethestrangestofall. % AccordingtotheStateDepartment,the
Mojahedin are not a serous ocontender and are viewed by lranians  as
worse than Khomeni.  Could someone pease explain, in tat case,
what beneft they coud be used by te Irags in ther cofic wih
Tehran?

It is, t say the least, something of an oxymoron for the State
Departmentofthesolesuperpowerintheworidtoissueadl-page
reportonagroupitdescribesasshunnedbymostlraniansand
isoaied  intemationaly, whie a te sametme athibuting such a
e to that group. The facls are dear, and the authors know best
isaboutsomethingelseentirely—the Mojahedin’spolitical
independence and refusal  to compromise on principles of democracy
andlranianindependence. ltgoeswithoutsayingthatIranian
dependenceonlirag(acountryapproximatelyonefourthofiranin
sze ad popion) 5 ot ©@en seiosy by any policen or vaious
“geopoiiical reesons  such as the  inemationdl and srategc balance
of poner, and oher fadors such as population, historical heritage,
a:” %

IraqiKurds

The State Departmentreportaccusesthe Mojahedin of
suppressinglraqgiKurds. % nchapterlwehavereferredtothe
conradidion Mmeet D s dm aswd Toder te a honew,
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letitbesaidthatthisexampleconfirmsthattheproponentsof
appeasement wil dstt even the most ewdent tuth i poliically
expedent

In the sameway that they respect the autonomy of lranian  Kurds
wihn  ens  teniol negy, te Moghedn suppot recogniion
oftherightsofKurdsinIraq. MassoudBarzani'sKurdistan
DemocraticPartyoflraghasmaintainedcloserelationswiththe
Khomen regime snce the fist  days of is nde. Bazan's goup had
beses nsde Ien, but it dd not colboae  wih te Khomeni regime
against the Moghedn and never chalenged them. Despie  encounters
in te boder regon, boh in Ilan and in lkag, Bazanis forces and
the Moghedin combatants never opened fre  on one another and have
maintained and confnue to maintain  an amicable  relationship.

Jalel  Taeban, another Kurish leader and head of the Patioic
UnionoflragiKurdistan(PUK),unfortunatelychoseadifferent
approach. Hefrst woe t© Massoud Rajavi in ealy 1984, expressing
adesre for good relaions  wih the Moghedn:

Greetingstomyhonorableanddearbrother,MassoudRajavi.

Onbehdf of te Patioic Unon of g Kudsen  (PUK) poitburo, | would
ke © epess mygeeings and vey best wishes to you and other Maoahedn
brothers in your just stugge against the reacionary gang of zedots who
e lan. Weare theeioe aweys ready 0 stenghen  our good reltionship
with the People’s Mojahedin Organizaton  of Iran  (PMOI). ¥

Aocoupe o yeas b, honever, Takeban fomed an diance wih
the mulahs regme. In aletter t Hossein Al Montazer, then the
designatedsuccessortokKhomeini, Talebanideclaredhissincere
devoion and his groups readiness to cooperate  wih Tehran. In an
giot © any fao, Taebanls gowp caed out anumber of atads
ontheMojahedin,whohadbasesintheKurdishareasofiragas
wellasotherregions. InJuly1986,armedmembersofthisgroup
ambushedfourMojahedinmembersontheKirkuk-Suleimaniyaroad,
king tem n ahd o bues. Ms. Faemeh Zaeien, e of whose
immediaterelativeswereexecutedbytheKhomeiniregime,was
amongthevictims. Heryoungchildwasbadlywounded. Three
monthslater,inOctober 1986, the PUK attacked Resistance
combatants in Posht Ashamvilage  as they were crossing the border
o Ian. % Tenwere kiled % In oher atiadks in subsequent  years,
thesamegroupkilledorwoundedmoremembersoftheMojahedin
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andNationalLiberationArmy. Despitetheirabilitytorespond

CrisisAftermath

DuringthePersianGuifwar,theMojahedinandNLAevacuated
al of ther bases n te Kudsh aeas n te noth and e regos in
the souh of lrag,  concentrating ther foces n te cenra  regon  of
the IrarHraq boder. The movwe reduced  the  posshiy of beng caught
up in the hostiites and preduded attacks from Khomenis regime
in different regons. Moeower, the Ressance sought © reflan fom
oeting embroled in inemal g affais. ® The decson  cost the
lnan Ressance mios of didas n maeid  damages, d of the
instaliations t had constuced  in those aeas were abandonned, and
the bases in the Kurdish regon were later ravaged.

In the postwar era, the mulahs regme took advaniage of the
doumstances  to ty t ki two brds with one stone —estabish an
IslamicRepubliciniraganddestroythelranianResistance.Ina
fullscaleattackontheNLA'sbasesinMarch1991,sevenGuards
Cops dvisons  and bigades crossed the intemational boders  and
pererated o kg terioy, atacking  difierert NLAbeses. Duing
thebombardment,theNLAhadscattereditsforces,andcouldnot,
thereiore, Oepoy al s combat capabity on the  battiefield. In 15
days of heawy fighting, the NLAcushed the Guards Comps repeated
derses

In these assuals, n addion 1 5 ownfooes, the regme tied
tomakemaximumuseofitsiragiKurdishagents.Accordingtoa
documentcaptured fromthe Guards Corps, “allsubordinate
gamsons”  were ordered to “accommodate as needed the passage” of
theregime’sKurdishallies“subordinatetothe GuardsCorps’
Ramezangarison, " whereanti-Mojahedinoperationsareplanned
and drected.  The Moghedn madeths document pubic &t the tme ©
Another document, dated March 7, 1991, is a congratulatory message
from Brigadier Mohammad AliJa’fari, Commander ofthe 15th
RamezanCorps,onthe‘IslamicRevolutionoftheMusimpeopleof
Iag” % In anoher document, on Mach 26, ‘the commandof the Bassj
resistanceforces”orderedthe“regional Bassijcommanders
naionwde” 0 ‘dspeich wouneer  leg  foces o Qods gamison)” set
upbytheGuardsCorps. & TheRevolutionaryGuardscapturedby
theMojahedininthecourseofthesebattiesandthemultitudeof

129



DemocracyBetrayed

documents sezed were madeavaldble o intemational authorities
and the news meda. They provide  indisputable proof that the mulahs
were inent  on destoying the Moghedn at al  coss.

Asfar asthe e Kudsh goups were concemed, hn ealy March,
theMojahedinsentanumberofmessagesthroughtheKurdistan
Democratic  Paty of Ian - Revolutionary Leadershp, to the leaders
of the Iragi Kurds, explaining the regime's designs on the Iranian
Resstance.  The Moghedin  stressed that they did not seek b engage
thelragiKurdsunlessattacked. & Theyreiteratedthatthe
Ressances oreand oy am s 0 topge te mulshs  regime, which
epaned ter pesene n te cetd regon o te g border,
the lranian Ressance’'s oy passage o ran.  They aso  spediied
that they had evacuated al ther bases in other regons, induding
g Kurdisan. Owing to the geographical  distance, at no tme and
atnoplacedidthe MojahedincomeintocontactwithBarzani's
Kudsan Democaic Paty of Irag. But on March 11, 1991, Talebanis
forces attacked agroup of Moahedin near the cty of Tuz, as they
wereevacuatingoneoftheirbases. TheykiledcommanderReza
Karamal and wounded a number of his companions. Talebanis  group
alsoambushedtwoNLAcombatantsnearoneoftheMojahedin’s
murderedthemandmutilatedtheirbodies. & OnMarch25,during
large-scale batles  betveen the NLAand the regime, a platoon of 19
combatants, ndng in four amored wehides, lost rado oconadt  wih
the commandcerter. The goup lost is way in te unfamiar  terman,
and misigkenly  advanced severa  kiometes toward the dy of Kelr,
wheretheywerecapturedbymembersofthe Talebanigroupand
the Kudsh Hezbolsh (@ poxy goup of te llanan  regme).  Alhough
theMojahedinandNLAimmediatelyacknowledgedtheerrorand
issied saements b tat efed  onthe sameday, ® the Takeban  goup
andotherpro-regimeKurdsexecuted17ofthem. Theothertwo,
HassanZolfagariand Beshar Shabibi,werehandedovertothe
mulahs Guards Cops in Qasre Shin (nsde  Ian).  An ofical of
the Talebani group, Sadeq Hussein, fomaly  announced the news of
theirextradition. 7 The Mojahedinreferredthe casetothe
International Committee ofthe Red Cross, requestingICRC
intervention to rescue the two men. Both were later executed by the
Khomeiniregime. %

TheKhomeiniregimeisthesourceofalltheaccusationsof
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MojahedininvolvementinmurdersofKurdsinlrag. Whenthe
intemaltumoilinlraqwasatitspeak, theregime’snewspapers

fabricated  ridiculous repots  of Moghedn massaces. They daimed:
“AMojahedinwomandroveatankoverthebodiesofthedeadand

wounded,” ® ‘Moghedin  forces  actively  collaborated wih the lragi
Baathist amy in the suppresson  of the lrag  peope's upishg  and
commited many cimes. For this reason, the people of Suleimaniya
executedsixMojahedinwomen,” " and“InKifri,Kelar, ...the

Moghedin fought face to face wih ordinary people. Popular forces
kiledmanyandarrestedanumberofthem,includingseveral

women.”

The chages of Moghedn imolvement in the suppresson  of lrag
Kuds are competely unfounded, and ony senve the interests of the
muahs ming en In ts conet, degaions by indvdual g
Kurdswereapparentlydesignedtoservethe sameends,orto
redoocae  the regme's  asssiance. ? Whente urest in Iaq ended,
theMojahedinendeavoredtocometoamutualunderstandingwith
Iraq'sKurds,andtherebyavoidanyclashes.AslragiKurdscan
certainlyattest,seniorNCRofficialsmetwithofficialsofthe
Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iraginlraq (including Iraqi
Kurdistan), Europeandthe United States,andenjoyamicable
relafons. The Depatment  of Sete's adamart rehashing of the past,
tree years afer the event, makes one wonder. f it is so concemed
about the peope of Ilag Kudistan, whywas no acion taken to stop
Tehran'sshelingandbombardmentofKurdishareasiniragthat
kiledandwoundedmanyinnocentpeopleandleftthousandsmore
homelessthroughout1992-1994?

Means to End Tyranny

Beyondwhathasbeensaid, theunreasonablebickeringbythe
repots  authors, or those who advise them, about the Mojahedin's
presenceinlragbearsanimportantpoliicalmessage. These
policymakershaveusedeveryopportunitytoconveythemessage
that tey ae not ineresed n owthroning the mulahs.  Obviously,
the State Depatment is free to express s views. The queston is
whether the Depatment s suggesing that te Moahedn forgo ther
struggleagainsttheKhomeiniregime,andgiveuponademocratic
and modem govemment, commited to the U. N. Charter and poiiical
and economic cooperation  with the intemational community.
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The Resistance's  military amis the most sefious guarantee for
the owethrow of the derica didatorshp. The NLAWM  cany out is
duy at the sutebe tme, n sep wih te lanan  peopes  movement
insde Iran. Moreover, manylran experts note that the Resistance
movementandNLAhavebeenakeyfactorinimpedingthemullahs’
expansionism, terrorismandfundamentalism. Theoverwhelming
majoity of the Franan peope are enraged at 15 yeas of dampdown,
onthemullahs'overthrow. 7 ArethepolicymakersattheNearEast
BureausuggestingthattheMojahedinstopresisting? Theyshould
reaize tat leaders and members of those lranian  groups seeking O
negotiateandcompromisewiththemullahs'regimeweremurdered
a the negotiaing e, ™

Poics ak, [ ressae b reogized aste naud mht o a
peope, ten te gt © manan anogaized miay | am, essenid
to any serious movement, must also be recognized.  Such an amy is
notanabstraction,andmustbebasedsomewhereitcanfunction.
Underthecircumstances, canthe State Departmentsuggestan
demsive se dher ten te lendleg  foe, for te Ressances
military am?

Here,wemustreiteratethatthe Iranian Resistanceand
Mojahedin,whichembodythelranianpeople’shopefordemocracy
and independence, do not seek the advice of llangae dehads in te
StateDepartmentonwhattodoorwhatnottodo,onhoworwhere
to resst  The lranian  Resistance represents  the lranian  people’s
aspirations, ad is connung the path lad out by the nationalist
movement of Dr. Mossadeq. In our independent pursuit  of democratic
principles, weseek the undersianding  and fiendship of al nations
andgovemmentsacceptingtheUnitedNationsCharter, Universal
Dedarsion  of HumanRights and the legiimate nght of the lanian
people’'sResistanceforfreedomandindependence. Westressthat
the religious, terorist dictatorship ning lan is our ony enemy,
butwebegfriendshipfromnoone.Wesimplyadvisethosewhoset
the stage for the overtrow of Dr. Mossadegs legal and democratic
govemment in 1953, and whoare nowbindy  and hystericaly hostie
o the lranan peope's just Ressance, not o arouse the enmiy of
the lranan peope agan.
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IX

Mojahedin Structure

TheState Department'sreportexaminesthestructureandinner

workings of the National Councl of Resisance and the Mojahedin.
The authors  have intentionally interpreted these two very diferent
enies  as one and the same, 0 reach foregone  condusons. !

The Naionrdl Cound o Ressance 5 a coelion of oganzaions,
groups and personalites with  different idedoges  and ouiooks  who
have vountarly joned foces for aimied peiod o tme (o longer
than sx months after the overtrow of the Khomeini regime) on the
basis of aspecfic  program to which they are al commited. Ther
relationships are based on pluraisic democragy.

The Moghedn, onte aher hand, & a polica oganization with
aspecificideologyandstrategy,andadefinedpoliticaland
oganizational methodoogy.  Peope jon & vouniarly on the bass of
ter dess ad dgpdhes k 5 tecoe vay  dieert fom a broed
o adin

Onbehalfofthe Mojahedin, Massoud Rajaviproposedthe
foomation  of such a coaliion, and founded the National Coundl of
Ressance of Ilen. In cotrast 1t the ddatorships of te sheh ad
Khomeini,allMojahedinmembersbelievethatasinglepolitical
organization o paty cannot estabish  democracy in Iran;  only wih
the participation of al advocates of democracy, independence and
nafional  sowveregly s such atask possbe

Ideology
The Mojghedin's  idedlogy is based on a democratic,  progressive
interpretationofislam,accordingtowhichelectionsandpublic
suffragearethesoleindicatorsofpoliticallegiimacy. 2As
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unambiguously explainedinthe Mojahedin’s statementsand
publcations, S popagaing  the Word of Godand Isam is meaningless
wihout freedom and respect  for  indvidual voliion and choce. The
Quransaysthemostimportantcharacteristicdistinguishingman
fom anmals is hs free wil. It i ontis bass tat humanbeings
areheldaccountable. Withoutfreedom, nosocietycandevelopor
progess.

TheMojahedinbelievethatthehumanrightoffreedomisthe
halmark and guarantor  of genuine socal progress.  Othemwise, the
stageissetfortheemergenceofdictatorship,whichdoesnot
necessarily remain independent  Fom the teachings of the Prophet
Muhammadhs well as of those of ImamAl, his desgnated successor,
the Moghedin have leamed that there must not be any imis to the
peope's freedom, up b the pont of amed rebelion. Ths belef is
reflectedintheirpublicstatementsandpublications. Forthe
Mojahedin, freedom s not alwury, but an indispensable necessiy.
Massoud Rajavi elaborates on the Mojahedin's  views:

Wh the vdoy o or Ressance, wewl owercome ore of the maor obslades
o te success of contempoary  revoluons. This sameobstade has been the
most impotant  factor  in ther  deviation  and faiure. t is te concept of
invading (Under any pretex) the saced Imis  of feedom. Our woddview is
monstic,  and the eminence of or spedes s predsey i mankinds  freedom
of choce, hence, the revval of feedom s N essence te rewa  of mankind
and man's vanquished  revolutons...

Weare not anyone's  lberator. For anaion to appredate the vaue of
her freedom, she must fiee hersef. Theefoe, weare not anyone’s  beraor.
Bveryone, both as an indvidual and as a memberof socety, can free  himseff
oy if heteas asunder te chans of coerdon and compuison on his own” 4

AccordingtotheMojahedin'sinterpretationoftheQuran,and
the traditions of the Messenger of Isam and historical leaders  of
Shism, freedom, eguaity of the sexes, egqual nghts for etnic and
religious minorities, humanrghts and peace are not mere poliical
commiments,  but ideclogical principles. The ives and stugges  of
thegreatprophetsof God, suchasMoses,JesusandMuhammad,
are brillant exampes o unelening commiment © these  princples.
They never advocated, ether in words or deeds, ruthlessness, war,
aggresson  or oppression. Al but one of the chapters in the Quran
beginwiththephrase, “Inthe Name ofGod, theMerciful, the
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Compassonate”  This Godis the exact opposte of the God Khomeini
and the mulahs preach. Therefore, ftolerance of dissent s pat and
pacel of the Moghedin's idedogy. The Quran gves gad ftdings o
tose ‘Who gve ear D e Wodad fdov the faet o * 5 Lkewse
dung te ©en yeas @263 AD) hernded oer bBige pats o Asbg
theProphetofislamnevermadeanyimportantdecisionwithout
consultingthe Muslim ummalfsociety).Onmanyoccasions,he
siomiied,  aganst hs beter judgment 0 te vews of hs dscpes.
A, te it  Shie Imam, pesets  anaher  histoical exampe.
Uged by his companions © take hash adion agangt the Khagies 6
whoopposedhim,Alireplied:“Solongastheydonotharmus,we
wil not ke any adion aganst them. f they debae wih us, wewd
do kewsee.  Wewl ooninue 1 pay them ther  shae of te treasuy.
Wewl alow themto goto te mosgques o pay. Ony if tey resot 1
voence  and kiing wl  we reludanty fight tem”
TheMojahedinrejectanyformofreligiousdogmatismorrigid
interpretationsoftheQuranandisiam.AccordingtotheMuslim
HolyBook,therearetwotypesofversesintheQuran, Muhkamat
and Mutashabehat "HeitisWhohassentdowntotheetheBook:In
it are verses, Basc or fundamental, They are te foundaton  of the
Book,othersareallegorical.” "MuhkamatorBasicversesformthe
ideclogical precepls  of Idlam, and conan e phiosophical essence
ofislam’sworidviewandoutiookonmankind. Mutashabehatorthe
alegoricals bascaly relae o the methods and rdes of condudt of
daly flfe and, as such, are never rgd. Whie presenving the same
monisic ~ essence and spir, they are adaptable to human progress,
technologicaladvancementandthe socialnormsofthetime.
Othewise, they become a useless,  inflexible set of canonical laws.
Therefore,anyrigidandreactionaryinterpretationofisiam,
eempiied  in our tmes by Khomeinsm, s tolaly  antHslamic and
coaly 1 te spit  of the Hoy Sopue
The Mojghedin  beieve  that genuine Ilam is so dynamic it never
impedes sodal progress. Conrary to what the mulahs say, not only
does ldam ot oppose sdence,  edwdogy and avization, bu t ao
cheishes tem The basc pindpes of Shiem accenee  tis  port
Althoughthemullahsabuseandtakeadvantageoftheconceptof
litehad  (contemporaryinterpretationofMoteshabehversesby
qulied  sthoas), t 5 addindy Shie pigoe which requies
lbmc  schoas and soooogsts D deveop Kamc  mehods and rues
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appopriate 0 the times. Conraty t what the mulahs preach, it s
not askl t be monopoized by the deics or any oher goup. Far
fom & fehad s agudng pidoe for d acherens,  encouaging
pudc  paropetion n te adhnsiaion o soad  das Proioundy
commited to democraic freedoms and man's rnight to choose, Islam
ks for socal  jusice, far  distbution o weah, ad n te long
un, asoody devod of oppresson,  disaiminaion and exploiaton.
Praxis

The above-mentioned  principles fom the idedlogical bond which
bnds te Moghedn inemaly and gudes them n the polical, soca
and economic  spheres.  The organization has siven to its umost
adhere 0 these principles oer the past 30 years. Accoding to this
dedogy, Godaone 5 pefed, devod of deicency and shoroomings.
Maninfuences  and is influenced by circumstances. For tis reason,
the Moghedn have never daimed, as indviduals or as a poliical or
socialmovement,tobeabovereproachorimmunetomistakes.In
todays worid, no one dares O make such ludicrous, pitful caims,
but te Khomeni regimes Vaie fagh

Fromthebeginning,theMojahedin’sbattlewithKhomeinism
waspurelyideological, forwhichreasontheirfirstassaulton
Khomein's  religious dicatorship focused on idedogy.  They exposed
andrejectedkhomeini'sviewsbycitingtheQuran, theconductof
theProphetofislamandoftheShifitelmam s andleaders.Inhis
firstandlastmeetingwithKhomeinionApril26,1979,Massoud
Rajavirefusedtokisskhomeini'shand,acustomarygesturein
meetingthesupremereligiousauthority. Khomeiniwasoutraged.
Ciing ImamAfs conduct Mr. Rajavi then pointed to the heat of
the pobem: te lamc vewport onte audad need for democatic
freedoms. Aslaterreflectedinthe capital'spress, Khomeini
reluctanty repied that ‘Idam  respeds freedom more than anything
else. Islam does not oppose freedom, unless it contradicts social
mores.” 8

Inearly 1980, Khomeiniwentontelevisionandbeggedthe
Mojahedinnottousetheterm‘reactionaries’indescribingthe
mullahs. Inlightof Khomeini's clampdown onfreedomsand
demagogicabuseoflslamtodeceivethe public,however,the
Moghedn ooud not fogo the tam. In sping 1980, Khomeni stopped
Massoud Ravs kedures  on phiosophy in Tehvans  Shaif  University
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of Techndogy. Then he laundhed acowp n te unversties natiormice,
the nefaious  “culural revolution.” Al universites, abasion of
supportfortheMojahedin,werecloseddowninabrutalciampdown
byclub-wieldinghoodlums,inwhichmanystudentswerewounded
and Ked
Afewweeksearlier, LeMonde hadwritten,“Oneofthemost
importanteventsnottobemissedinTehranarethecourseson
comparative philosophy, taughteveryFridayafternoonby Mr.
Massoud Rajav.  Somel0000 people presented ther admisson cards
o kBen for tree hous © the ledure by the leader of the Peopes
MojahedinonSharfUniversity'slawn.”Rajavi'sideologicaland
poiitical message was that ‘freedom s the essence of ewvoluion  and
the princpal message of Isdlam and revoluton.” °
“Intheweeklyconferencesat SharifUniversity,” LeMonde
continued, “Mr. Rajav gets help fom the Quran, the Old Testament
and the Bble as wel as fom Plaio, Socates, Satre, Hegel, Marx,
ec. o epan te Moghedns idedogy. The couses ae recoded on
video cassees  and distibuted in 35 dies. They are aso pubished
in papeback and sod by the hundreds of thousands of copies” ¥
Eartyon,inMarch1979,Khomeiniorderedareferendumonhis
MojahedincalledonKhomeinitospecifywhathemeantby*islamic
Republic”,beforetakingpublicpolls. Khomeinirepliedthatthe
contentwouldbespecifiedlateron. HInsummer,shortlybefore
Khomeiniformedanersatz AssemblyofExpertsinsteadofthe
pomsed Constiuent  Assembly, Rajpv deivered asefies o speeches
about the govemment of ImamAi and the consttution of an Islamic
govemment.Hedeclaredinhislecturesduringtheholymonthof
RamadanatTehranUniversity, Theveryessenceofourrepublic,
whch must be spedied in the  consiiuiion, 5 enmiy D despoism” 2
Themostprominentdistinctionbetweenthe Mojahedin’s
interpretationofisiamandKhomeini's therefore, isdemocratic
fredoms. I s over this issue tat the two sides have been engaged
in a fuHedged ideclogical betle fom day one. Ciing ImamAlls
opposion o the expansonist  wars waged under the nameof Islam,
the Moghedn opposed the mulahs poicy of “expot of revoluton”
fom te ouset desabng & as ansbnic ad cotary  © nationdl
interests. To substartiate ther amgument, they aso ded fom the
Quran, which says, ‘No compuson is there in religion”. B
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Tomorrow’s Iran

Commited t© the pincpe  tat the soe dierion for  poltical
kgimecy 5 the we, and that ressance 5 lkegimate oy aganst
repressionanddictatorship, the Mojahedinproposedamaximum
tenureofsixmonthsfortheProvisionalGovemmenttotakepower
afer the mulahs, duwing which tme soweregtly wl  be transiered
tothepeople. TheNCRprogramalsoaffirms‘‘completefreedomof
thought and speech, and te baming of censorshp  and inquisiion..

Ths freedom s not bound by any pincpel resticion, w b the port
ofarmedstruggleagainstthelegitimateandlegalsystemofthe

country”  Likewise, it is stated, “Achieving national  sovereignty
throughtheinstrumentalityoftheprovisionalgovemmentofthe

Democratic  Islamic  Repubic  of Iran s the most valusble product  of
the just Resstance of the lranian  people”  The program  emphasizes
thattheKhomeiniregime'sworstcrimewasitsusurpationofthe

Iranian  people's most vitl  legiimete gt  te rght t popular
soverelgnty. In such doumstances  of absoule  repression, poiiiical
kgimecy hesnored indeatr oher then resslance © resoe  tese
framped  rights.

The experience  of other movements which refused, under various
peets Dy b pdc wiege aler te oethowv o dosiod,
showthatfreeelectionsandcommitmenttothevotearetheonly
meansofkeepingdemocraticmovementsfromdeviatingfromtheir
orignal ocourses.  In the words of Massoud Rajavi

The Mojghedin  profoundly ~ believe  that to avoid the deviations  that beset
contemporary revolutionsthroughoutthe world, they mustremain

wholeheartedy =~ committed to te wil of the people and democracy. I they
ae O adt as aladng omanizaton, before al ese the popuace must gve
themamandateinafreeandfairelection. tisnotenoughtohavegone

trough te tias  of repression, mpisonment,  torure, and execuions  under
the shah and the mulahs. The Moghedin must also pass te test of genera
elections.lftheMojahedinweretochoosetocompensateforthelackof

popuar mandate by rehing onther past sacifices, organizational proness
or ams, ther resiient, ively, and democratic  organization would soon
become ahdow, rmten  buesucagy... f te peope dont woe for us (afer
we hae oetvown the mulshs regime), weshal reman in the opposiion,
hadng fmy © o pindpes. ¥

Manywesternobserverscriticize the National Council of
Resistanceforsettingasix-monthlimitonthe Provisional
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Govemmernt, saing it s o shot atme © insal  a pafamentary

systemofgovernment. TheResistance’sresponseisveryclear:

Khomeni betayed te tust of te naion, whose god n overthrowing

the shah was aystlized in the motto ‘freedom and independence.”

Toresoe tis tus, necessary for the reconstucion of tomomow's

Ian, the peoge must be assured that the past wil not be repeated.

TheMojahedinhadtochoose betweentheirowninterestsand

consolidating their power, on the one hand, and their  principles,

commimens and e pubic tus, onte oher  They dose the Hier,

and thus ague that the pegpes eeded  representatives must quickly

take the reins into ther ownhands and determine  what govemment,

system and constitLtion they have in mind.
Contrarytowhatthe State Departmentreportiriestoconvey,

the Moghedn's idedogy s nohing mysterous.  For manyyeas, they

have unambiguously set foth the foundations  of their beliefs and

dedogical pincpes, iy rmewed hee, n ter  pubdicaions
NeithertheMojahedinnorNCRarenaiveaboutestablishing

demooacy n acouty nded for severd  decades by two didatorships.

The dificuties have been aggravated by the mulahs  attempts to

deupt addestoy a socd  redionshis tough bua  suppesson

and reigious tanny.  Under the devical dicatorship's omnipresent

repression, many relationships of tust, such as etnic  and regonal

tiesandevenfamilybonds, havebeendisrupted. TheResistance

envisons  a difficult ime ahead, whenit must ty to hea the open

woundsofasocietywhoserulerssoughttoimprisonevenhuman

emotions  within -~ their  namow,  intolerant bounds. The gong wil be

equallyroughforanyattempttorestorepeaceandcalm,andto

universalize democracy after the overtrow of the Khomeni regime.

Theendeavors ofthe Mojahedin, NCR, and particularly the

Resistance’sPresident-electtopromotesolidarityamongvarious

ssdos o te soocgy ae moed N s redly B

Relations Within & Without

Weknowfromthehistoryofliberationmovements,andcan
logicallyandscientificallydeducefromsocialandhistorical
developments,  that  poiitical movement can ofer nohing O a socey
that it does not of itsef  possess. Onecan beleve the promise of
democracyandflourishingtalentsintomorrow'slranonlyifthe
Resstance  movements intemal  relations are democaic  today.
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Particuiarly ater the ovettrow of te shah and ther leaders
frredom fom pison, te Moghedn had the oppotunty O experience
and rapd gowth, induding the influx of hundreds of thousands of
members and fuime sympathizers, as wel as the organization's
openpoliicalcampaignfrom1979to1981, attesttoitsinternal
of s domesic and foregn  alles, hes tied to dvide and somehow
destroytheMojahedin. Themullahshaveunfortunatelysucceeded
were eenudly  dsmaned. As admomedged by fiend and foe alke,
honever, the ploy has faled dsmaly wih the Mojghedin, despite
despte 100000 martyrs and 14 years of torure  and imprisonment.
The Moghedn were not annhiated, nor dd they dsnegee; rather,
they inceased in power, proness and credbity.

OnereasonisthattheMojahedinadheredtotheirpolitical
principles and inssted  on democracy and poliical freedoms, as the
Resistancemovement'spivotaldemands. Moreimportantly, they
remainedprofoundlycommittedtosafeguardingdemocracywithin
themovement itwouldhaveotherwisebeenimpaossibleforthemto
withstand ~ the  intolerable pressures and torfuous — crcumstances  of
these past years.

Thosegenuinelyinterestedinfightingtherulingmedieval
dictatorshipandestablishingdemocracyandapopularregimein
len, have foud ampe opportunties and fadlies n ter demoaaic
relaions  wihin  the Moghedin. It is a Mojghedin  tradiion to hod
open deossos about serdve Bssues o te day, somelsing  hous,
or even days and weeks, depending on the subect — Eventualy, they
conclude withacommonviewpoint. Those familiarwiththe
Moghedn fist hand know thet amgor pat of ther tme s spent in
lengty meetings, dewoted to amving at a commonground for every
decson. It s no accdent that despe the inense  suppresson ad
pressures of the past 14 years, dwvergent Vviens and ideas have not
kd 0o shits in the omanzation. The discussions  on restruciuing
the organization and foming an aHemale Leadershp Cound of 12
membersand12candidate-membersin1993,forexample, lasted
twomonths. 6
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Structure

The Peoples Mojahedin  of Ian is the fist and ony of Iran's
poliicalpartiestomakepublicthenamesandparticularsofits
officials and their manner of election. This has been the case over
thepastdecade, despitethe organization’sinvolvementina
cdandesine  naiowide  armed resistance.

In 197981, the namesof al members of the Mojahedins  Central
Commitee as wel as officals who administered  the  organization's
afieirs  in varous ciies were madepublic.  They were pubished in
Mojahed ondifferentoccasions, suchastheirnominationas
candidates in the elections, or identfying them as speakers or as
hosts of ameding h te couse o the edesve  poliical and sodal
activiiesofthetime. Evenafterthebeginningofthearmed
resistance, in the second half of 1981, the names of the members of
the Political Bureauand Central Committeeweremade public.
Despitetheharshconditions,themembersoftheseorganswere
electedeverytwoyearsbythemembershipandavailablelower-
of imprisonment  and stugge  shed light on ther  qualiications and
accountabiity, faditating the woing. This s not O suggest that
mistakes were not madein choosing  officials; rather, despte the
Mojghedin's  unusual practice  of encouraging al members to openly
oflowerofficialsandmembersnotconcuningintheelectionof
memberstothePoliticalBureauandCentralCommittee.

The Moghedn's  Cenral Councl  funcions  as the pariamentary
body wihin  the organization. BEven in the difficuit doumstances of
these years, when members have been scattered, the Cental Councl
has met regularly; absent members participated in the discussions
trough advanced communicaions.  The Coundls  meetings take place
intheformofaforum,wheremembersexpresstheinviews,debate
issues,andtrytoconvinceeachotheronpoliciesandstrategy,
gediors  of hgher  dficials, admevens o te conoud and saus o
members. An intemal pamphlet put out in October 1982 articulated
the hierarchywithinthe Mojahedinandthewaysandmeansof
administrating affairs. It wes suded, dscussed and adoped by al
members. Accordingly, the Central Councl was madeup of the heads
ofdifferentdepartments,deputiestotheCentral Commiittee, the
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Cental Committee and Poliical Bureau and their advisors.  Then as
now, candidatesformembershipinthe Central Councilwere
nominatedbymembersandofficialsofthesectionswherethey

woked. Those elected by amaoity woe in the Cenral Cound had
atwoyear tenure. Repots and appraisals  of the Poliical Bureau
and Cenral Commitee were reguialy conveyed to al Central  Cound
members,andmeasuresorpolicieswereimplementedonlyafter
amendments and general  ratification in the Central Councl.

In autumn 1984, the annual meeting of the Poltical Bureau and

theCentral CommitteewasheldinParis,asin1982and1983. It
was foloved by the meetng of the Cenral Coundl, which then had
160members. Together,themeetingslastedmorethantwomonths.
Atthetime, 30%ofthe Mojahedin'smemberswerewomen; 15%o0f
theCentral Councilwerewomen. TensofthousandsofMojahedin
womenhadbeenimprisonedorexecutedbytheKhomeiniregime,
many of them vidously  tortured.

Inthesesessions,thePoliicalBureauandCentral Commitiee
nominated MaryamAzodanlou, latertobecomeMrs.MaryamRajavi,
as codeader  of the organization. She had cometo Fance from lIran
two years earfer. Agaduae of metalugca engneerng, she began
her poiitical activites wih te Moghedn in the 1970s. After the
revolution, she became an dfical of the sodal sedion and head of a
majornetwork oforganization’ssympathizersin Tehran. The
MojahedinhadnominatedherasacandidatefromTehranforthe
1980 pariamentary elections.

The Central Counciland other members ofthe Mojahedin
welcomedhernomination,electingherinviewofhercompetence,
qualificationsandexperience. Shehadcometosymbolizeallthe
Mojahedinwomen.

In June 1985, after the mamage of Massoud and Maryam Rajavi,
the Mojahedin Central Councl, which had expanded to 575 members,
ssued amessage of congraulations, beaing the sgares o d IS
members. Bxpressng abhorence at the Khomeini regme’s ‘“frenzied
les and poliical assaus’  onte Moghedn and ther leadershp, v
thestatement, publishedin Mojahed, emphasizedthatallthe
membersoftheCentralCouncilhad'freelyandinfullknowledge”
cected therr leaders. Therefore, the ‘bamage of iHntentoned
assaultsagainstthe Mojahedin"from*“remnantsoftheshahand
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n van. The Centa Cound a0 sressed:

The poltical altemative to Khomenis  dictatorship has emerged, without
doubt,fromamongtheforcesofthe Iranian people’santi-monarchic
revolution, and not fom wihin the Khomeini regime. The era of ignorance
andofspontaneousmovements, howevervictorious, haspassed. The
corpedes o o naiod  Sugion. dise tet ts demde be amed
ad oganzed, and tet it respedt Idam, the failh of the geaer mgoly of
the peope o lIan

Ths alemative's legtmacy ~ derves fom is ressence  against  the
suppressiveregimesofthe shahandKhomeini. tmustbecapable of
preverting  bloodleting, and of guaranteeing  peace, democracy and national
atemative must have a pogram with specic deadines  for te tansfer  of
power o the peope and esabishment  of naional  and popuar soveregny. ®

The daement  condudes, ‘Ghven  the present  polarization o forces
and poliical status  quo at this  historical juncture,  the Natonal
Coundl of Resisiance is the only democraiic — afemative for post
Khomeinilran.”

Six months later, at the conduson of ther annual session in
Paris,thePaliicalBureauandCentralCommitteeannouncedthat
they had dissoved to fom asnge oman, te Bxecuve Committee,
0 adminstae the omganization's dlars. Y Fomten on, the Centd
Cound oonssted of the heads of sedions, as wel as the Execuve
Committeemembersandtheirdeputies.Asfortheelectionofthe
organization's leaders, they conduded that every member must make

Massoud Rajavi,thenthe Mojahedin’s Secretary General,
elaboratedonthispointbeforeagatheringof3,000membersand

sympathizers  in Paris.

Theexperience,conduct, moausoperand  ,andmechanismsofelectingthe
kadeshp i tradiondl pates o boh te Bt ad gt hae shed gt on
afundamenl pont N te concept of organizaton. In view of our idecogcal
principles and the numbers and quality of the Mojghedins membership, the
leadership's gecion  shoud be diret,  wihout  intermedries, fre, and
undertakeninfullawarenessbyeachandeverymember.

Therefore,  members should study and examine, research, queston and
qiicze the leadershp, o tet ter rebioshp hes ared bess Wedo not
aept bind tust  Lkewse, eweyoe 5 fee © canod hs o her aegance
o the leadership, whenever he or she wishes, to choose a beter ideclogy,
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strategy ~ or organization. Let every individual folow his ownideas. Our
ony condion s thet he respect  our omganizatonal fghts and potect  our
nelgence ad seauiy.  ®

Four months later, Mr. Rajav depated for Iraq.  There, too, the
Moghedn reguialy  amnounced in ther rado and televison programs
aswd asin ter pubicatons, the namesdof te BExecuive Commitee
members, ther  depuies;,  ad oher  dficals o te oaganzaion eleced
accoding  © the Moghedin's  ratfied reguiaions. 2

InOctober1989, Mrs. Maryam Rajaviwasenthusiastically
elected Secretary General of the Mojahedin by the entire
membership. 2 Thisisthesupremeideologicalandorganizational
fut of the efots of ageneraion whorushed o do batle wih the
anti-humanenemyanditsevilregimeonascalefarbeyondhuman
imis and terance. This generaion  has kept aot  te sandad  of
ou naions honor in the dakest ea of her hsoy” 2

In Ocober 1991, Ms. Rgavi invied al members of the National
Cound of Resistance to be her guests at a Central Coundl meeting
towitnesstheelectionofnewmembersandofadeputysecretary
gererd. Theaudence akso iened 10 the Secetary Generdls repot
on poitical, mifitary and organizational matters,  and discussions
wihn  the ocound onsraegy. At the conduson  of this sesson, ™4
newmemberswereaddedtothe Mojahedin’s Central Council,
bringng the total to 837. The members had betveen 10 and 25 years
ofexperiencewithintheorganization. 2Mrs.FahimehArvani was
elected Deputy SecretaryGeneral,asannouncedbythe Central
Cound in asgement in tis regad 2

In the decade from 198191, some 30%of the Mojahedin's  Central
CouncilmemberslosttheirlivesinthebattiewiththeKhomeini
regme. Fwe percent ocoud not endue the dificut condions  of the
stugde and reumed to noma e SomelO to 12 peope commited
freason and colaborated wih the enemy.

Inthesamesession,reportedbyalloftheMojahedin'smedia
outlets, Mrs. Rajavi formulated the tasks of the Central Coundi,
hencefoth 0 be headed by the Deputy Secetry Generd, as folows:

As  responsbity : Bamud  determination o membeshp o those diices
poposed for the Ceral  Coundl..

Thirdresponsibility: Examiningtheconductandstatusofmembers,and
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Consequently,insummer 1993, Mrs. Rajavi suggested
fundamentalchangesinthemanagementoftheorganization,which
were unanimously endorsed by members and dfficials. In the Central
Cound meeting of October 1991, severy-ive of the 149 members of
theExecutiveCommitteewerewomen. Inotherwords,inthesix
years since Maryam Rajavi's  emergence as leader of the Mojahedin,
womenhad gradually undertakenmore and more politicaland
miay  poss, ad compeerly  pessed ther eSS Of eedeshp. Eght
years after her elecion as codeader of the Moghedin, Mrs. Rajavi
wasnowproposinga'‘LeadershipCounciofqualifiedwomen. The
proposal  contrasted radically wih the mulahs' backward outiook,
and wert straight 0 te heat of ther ant-democratc, MisogyNous
cuture.  After 28 years of poliical and miitary srugge  with two
dictatorial regimes, the Mojahedn elected 12 womento a twoear
termontheLeadershipCouncil; 12 otherswerenominatedas
candidate members. The elecion  marked a dimax in the ideological
and intellectual revolution wihn  the Moahedn, and may be viened
as a gauge of the profound depth of democracy in the organization. %

OnAugust 28, 1993, the National Councl of Resstance of Iran
gdeced MayamRaav  as Presdent  for the tansiional peiod  duing
which power wil  be transferred to the peope of Iran. On September
17, Ms. Raav resgned fom her poss n te Moghedn Organization
andNationalLiberationArmyofiran.Onthesameday,inalarge
gatheringofthousandsofMojahedinandtheNLAcombatantsand
attendedbyMassoudandMaryamRajavi,Ms.OzraAlaviTalegani
waselectedasthe Deputy Commanderin Chiefofthe National
LiberationArmy,andMrs. FahimehArvaniastheorganization’s
Seceily  Genead. ¥ Amonth later,  the Ressiance's Presdentelect
movedherheadquarterstoParis.

Membersandcandidatemembersofthel eadershipCouncilare
eeced in tree sSages in tree  consuitaive sessons. In the first
sage, apoposal s dstussed wihin te Leadeshp Cound.  In the
seoond sage, te sse s tEken © the meeing of heads of depaments
and ther deputes.  Fnaly, anomnaion 5 dscussed in the meeting
of al members, and then voted on.

In August 1994, smuttaneous wih the opening of ofices of the
llanian  Resistance’s  President-elet, the Moghedn announced that
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al ter ofices and oganzatona neiwolks ouside Ien, wih the
exception  of their press dffices, had been dissoved. By then, the
number of members and candidates for membership in the Leadership
Councl had increased  threefold. Ffty-four members and candidate
membersannouncedtheirreadinesstoserveintheofficesofthe
President-elect, and resgned  ther posts in the Mojghedin.  Twenty-
threewomenformedtheMojahedin'snewleadershipCounci. 3
In view of te repots pubished and pubicized  on the medhanisms
of eecion t postons of leadeshp  in the Moghedin, summarized
here, it is vary nave t speak about lack of democracy within  the
-
Astonishing Charges
ThestructureandconductoftheMojahedinhasbeenexamined
N Wo separate sedions in the Siate Depatment repot,  the seciion
on history  and the secton on structure. The authors  of the report
have notlostany opportunity tolabelthe Mojahedinas
“undemocratic,” huing abarage of accusations: The Moghedin  are
oganzed o ‘“comparmentalized cels  of acvty’ 2 which respond
ony to central authoriy. They acquire  “adherents  and supporters
throughindoctrination.” 0 Theyaresubjectto“authoritarian
kadeshp” ¥ have fomed a “personaliy ait” *and have ceaed ‘a
rigidhierarchyinwhichinstructionsflowedfromaboveandthe
pimay  responshbity of the rankandde wes o abey wihout  asking
too many questions.” =
Theyproducetheir‘ownhandbooks,censorshipindex,world
ouodk,  heoical nepreaions ad o couse, ddhd dedogy” ¥
Those ‘members whotied w0 leave were jaied. Moreover, they were
condemned O execuion for ter dssent, but the oders are sayed
uti  the MKCeaches \vidoy n len. Members] were only aloned
o read Moghedin  publications’ and ‘were monitored by infomers...
the Moghedn forced coupes and families 0 separate” ® “Members
Mng in the West are someimes sad 1 reside in communal houses,
pemited  litle money of ther ownand kept on tighty  controlled
schedues” %
“Thelanguage usedbyMojahedinmembersamongthemselves,
in corast wih the dalogue they condudt wih westemers, s ofen
hierarchicalandapocalyptic.” S1*Excerptsofbroadcastsofthe
dandesine  Voee o Moghed ae repesenaive o MKGye  ‘Ster

146



TheMojahedin

Maryam Ragui.. hes caled ona our compatios.. b rase te ay

o poes.. Poet b)) sdig e D te ces o gpessn” 2
“Female’leaders arepresentednotasindividuals...butas
dependents—thewife,daughter, orsisterofmaleMKOmembers.” ®

Onewonders whether the repot  belongs t the State Departmernt,
or is ajont publication of the Khomeini regime's Guards Comps and
Inelgence Minsty.

Women

TheMojahedinbelieveincompleteequalityofthesexes,and
demandactiveparticipationofwomeninthenation'ssocialand
poiical fe. Ths has been daiied a kengh in the pans adopted
bythe National CouncilofResistance andthe programofthe
ProvisionalGovernment.

FromtheveryfirstdaysofkKhomeini'srule,theMojahedin
opposed al  restricions on women, indudng  the compulsory  heiab
(veling). Though commited to Idamic cowering, ke other Islamic
nes, the Mojhedin view any fom of compulson in tis regard as
contradicory b ther belels For tis reason, n 197980, when women
were atacked by Khomein's dub welders chanting  ‘ether  the el
orahitonthehead,"theMojahedindemonstratedinprotest.in
thesesameyears, tensofthousandsofwomensympathizerswere
recruitedand organizedthroughoutthe country. Inthe 1980
pariamentaryelections,manyoftheMojahedincandidateswere
women.

Thousandsoffemaledfficials, membersandsympathizerswere
executed in subsequent years. “ The mullahs' brutal  suppression  of
womenattractedmorewomentotheResistance, whocontinuedto
occupy more key posiions  and higher  posts in the movement. 1 dont
knowofanyotherexampleinhistorywherearesistancegrouphas
beensobolsteredbytheparticipationofwomen,”saysAmerican
epet Dr Joye Sam, o te Center for Sraegc  and Inemational
Studies.  “* Today,all23membersoftheMojahedin’sLeadership
Councd, te maoiy of commanders in the National Lbeaon — Am,
andone-thirdoftheNLA'scombatantsarewomen.

The repot  daims, honever, that ‘the orgina ca for women's
nights in Mojghedin idedogy was advocated by the Mandst  faction.
Today'sfemale‘leaders’oftheMKOareoftenpresentednotas
individualswhohave earnedtheirpositionsonmerit, butas
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dependents—thewife,daughter, orsisterofmaleMKOmembers.” a2
The assaion that ‘the Mandist facdion”  promoted women's rights  is
asheer lie. The Moahedn have never had a "Mandst  faction,” and
theMarxistswholaunchedacoupintheorganizationinthe1970s

never caled for womens fights.  Rather, tey ravaged the Moghedin's
achievementsandsoweddistrustamongtheorganization'smembers

and sympathizers, particularly the women.

The asseion  that womenhave risen to postions  of leadership
because of famly tes s anoher cowardy e Therepot ofers no
evidence to back upits dam. Alst of the namesof highranking
female membersofthe Mojahedinwould have precludedsucha
statement. None ofthe members ofthe Leadership Councilor
commandersoftheNationalLiberation Armyhasbeenappointed
because of famiy relationships, and ony asmal percentage (some
15%) are related to veteran male officials. Rather than repeating
Evand Abrahamian's basgess condusons about the 1970s, the St
Depatment could easly have investigated the dam.

Moreimportantly,thesewomenhave emergedfromamulti-
theKhomeiniregime. TheMojahedinandlranianResistancearea
responsibleanddeadlyseriousmovement,whichhastakenona
medievaldictatorship. Suchamovementcannotpassthereinsof
authoritytounqualiiedmenorwvomen.

In the idedogy of Khomeni and the fundamentaism  rning  Iran,
womenareconsideredinferiorandofnegativevalue. Themost
distinctivefeatureofthemullahs'enmitytodemocracyistheir
antagonismtowardswomen. Attheoppositeendofthespectrum,
the Moghedn, boh in ter idedogy ad in ther poiica and socdl
conduct,accordwomenthegreatestofrespect. Thisservesasa
measureoftheirdevotiontodemocracy. Thegrowingroleofiwomen
in the Resistance, partculady the roe of Presidentelect Maryam
Rajavi,hashadtremendouspolitical,socialandorganizational
impact  In additon, the womenof the Mojahedn pose a cultural and
idedlogical chalenge 1o the fundamentalist rlers  of Ian.  Through
them, te Moahedn have demonstated in pracice  that, in confrast
tothemullahs, Islamdoesnotdenywomen'srightsandfreedoms.

Futhermore,  Islam holds free, combative and responsibe  womenin
the hghest regad.
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Sectarian Behavior

Thereporthastriedveryhardtoportrayanegativeimageof
the Moghedn's intemal  relations. The s used are same as those
appied by the shah and Khomenis  didatorships. Fom the viewpoint
o an mpata csenver,  honever, te Moghedns nemd  Sudure,
relationships and decisiorHmaking procedure  leave no room for such
aocusations. At best, tey reved the auhos tue inenions.

Thee 5 oeqesdon, o cuse, ta te Epot o necesdy awodks
Howhas this  organization, characterized as asect lading  popular
and intemational suppot,  sunived  despie 30 years of suppression
by wo didatorships, the execuion of is leades and members under
the Shah, the execution of some 100,000 ofitsmembersand
sympathizers,andtheimprisonmentofanevenlargernumberof
themundertheKhomeiniregime?Indeed,hotonlyhasitsurvived,
butithasremainedthe main, mostactiveandmosteffective
opposion . foce © e mulahs  regime. ©

The repofs raionale o pove that the Moghedn ae asedt is
more ricicuious than the allegation itseif. For exampe, ‘tey hae
ter omnbods” “ Al ogazaions, insiies ad soogles pudaze
ther vews n ter publications and books. Howis thet undemocratic
and indcative o ‘indocrinatio”?

Thereporthasalsotriedtoconvincethereaderthatthe
Mojahedinaredependentonlirag. Suchstatements,however,are
contradicted by those alegng tat te Moaghedn ae a‘sety’ such
astheMojahedin Organization has“setupitsowncommunes,
piing  pesses,  ofices mila,  tanng  canps barads, et N
Ireq.”  ® Cealy, independent Moghedn barads, schods, e do
notsuggestdependenceonlrag.Asidefromthat,inwhatwayis
possesson  of printing presses and offices  tantamount to behaving
ke a'ssd? Aocodg © ts logc most poiica pates n BEuope
shoud be cded “secs”

t is futher aleged that the Moghedn have forced couples in
IraqtodivorceandsendtheirchildrentoEuropeandthe United
States. “ The State Depatment must be held accountable  for  having
giventhetaskofpreparingthisreporttoindividualswhohave
repeated,verbatim,allegationsusedbythemullahsandremnants
of the shah's regme. The National Lberaion  Amyis based on the
teritory of acounty where family life on or near miitary camps
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becameimpossibleduringtheunprecedentedbombardmentofthe
Pesan Guf War, and has remained so snce due b the  intemational
embargo. In the midst of the bombardment, famies, voluniarily and
sometimesinwriting,askedtheorganizationtohelpsendtheir
chiden to Europe and the United States to ive with relatives or
sympathizers. Despite  many difficulties and dangers, the movement
spent miions of dolas 0 mowethese chiden to safe paces. The
aemeive wes b acoept the posshily o edesve caadies amoyg
them.Wouldnotsuchachoicehavewarrantedthedisapprovalof
theStateDepartment?

Futhermore,  the policy is not wihout precedent.  In Word War
I, chiden wee sepasted fom ter famies and sent out of London
duing the bombadment K the pradice s obeciionabl, the Sate
DepartmentshouldhaveissuedastatementcriticizingWinston
Chudh

Clearty,themilitarycampsbombardedinMay1933,April1992
and May1993 by the Khomeni regme’s ar foce, sheled wih motars
inNovember 1993and October 1994, andattackedwith Scud-B
msdes N November 1994 ae nopece for famly e o for chiden
Wheein e wold s famly e cared onin miaty  camps duing
wartimeorwhenmilitarymissionsarebeingconducted?Although
ther work is peacefu, even Red Cross employees voluniarly avod
mamage and famly lfe duing their missons in vaious pats of
the wold Howis it that aRessance movemet s eeded 1 povde
for amly e adte poedon adcae o smal chiden?

Inthe pastfouryears,the Khomeiniregime’sguardsand
terrorists have launched 30 ammed attacks on the Moghedin  on Iragi
sol. 4 They have repeatedy  launched amed atiads on famies  whose
residenceshadbeenmovedfromthelran-lragborderstripto
Baghdad. Insummer1993,the Khomeiniregime’'sagentseven
aiacked the Baghdad resdence of eldely moathers of the Moghedin's
matys  wih RPG-7rodkets. In awod, today, al of lrag has become
the ‘frontines’ for Moghedn and NLAcombatanis.  Unlke the past,
no pece 5 ‘behindthelnes”

Thisslanderingofparentswhohavemadesuchsacrificesfor
theircountry’sfreedom,isallthemoreoutrageousbecausethe
detactors are umwiing to do awthing t prevent these attacks by
the mulahs' regime, or even to voice someproest to the regime's
missileattacksandairraids, violatinginternationallawand
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agreements. Hadit been ohewise, pethaps these parents would not
have been foced t© reman apat Raher than insuling the mulahs
vicims,  our detractors  would do better to stop buying miions  of
dolas of o, povdng Tehvan wih the fuds © sep wpis aimes
and exot teroism and religious despoism.  As te Pesian saying
goes ‘ff you donat wat 0 hed our wounds, a ket donat pour sat
onthem.”

Thedage o beg a'sed & futher  dsoeded by te ot tet
the Moahedn is oviousy wiling t© eqand iis reaions  wih the
outsideworld. Inthecourseofthereport'spreparation, the
omganization inssed onpesening s vews dredy o te authos
o te mpot  Actgly, n deding wih te Moghedn the diceks of
the StateDepartment'sNearEastBureauhavebeenbehavingmore
likeasect,ignoringtheviewsofthe Americanpeople, their
disregarding the wl of the lenan peope. The whoesde barage
of accusaions and dander against tis Resstance  isef  smacks of

Intolerance
The State Departmentoffersanautocraticimage ofthe

Moghedn's mer wokings, intderant o dssening  vews  Accomding

tothereport,dissidentsaretreatedbadly,evenimprisonedand

sentenced to death. In response to these allegations, repeated for

yeas by e mulahs regme, the Moghedn have fequery  dedared

that they welcome visis by impartal intemational delegations, o

whichtheyhave setnopreconditions, otherthanguarantees

regardng  inteligence and seauty  matiers.
InAugust1991,theNCRForeignAffairsCommittee Chairman

dedared in Gereva: ‘In repy 1t the fabrications of the anthuman

enemyanditsoperatives,whohavebrazenlyclaimed,tocoverup

theirowntortureandmassacreofpoliicalprisoners, thatthe

Resistance maintains  prisons  where 800 Mojaheds are incarcerated,

weinite adelegaion of lawers, repoters and represeniatives of

intemational organizations o vst the bases of the Moghedn and

the National Liberation Amy of Iran aong the Iranrag frontier.

ThedelegationcanseefirsthandtheMojahedinandtheNational

LiberationAmy,andmeetthecombatantsoffreedom,wholongfor

lbety and democracy in Iran. The doos © al ofices and bases of
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theMojahedinareopentoall,becausetheyhavenothingtohide.

Even the Khomeini regime's  representatives can jon the delegation,
ontheconditionthatRafsanjanialsopromisestoacceptthevery

same delegation, accompanied by representatives of the Resstance,
b Vst te regmes pisons ad toiue  ceners i lan,  and commis
hs regme © openng al doos o tis deegaion”  ®

Iftheauthorshaveevenonecaseoronepersonwhotheythink
has realy et te Moahedin due o intemal  despoism, one person
whowasdeniedthe possihilityofengaginginadialogueabout
jotical, draegc and idedogeal pobems o abdk o feedoms, we
suggest tat they tke him or her aong, so thet ths indvidual can
seeortalktoanyoneheorshewishes,andtheycanpublishthe
reus n ter nedt repot

TheMojahedinisalivingentity. Newindividualsandgroups
jon the omganization evenyday, whie ohes, for spedic  and quie
understandable  reasons that relate  to their personal conduct, are
demssed o eae vountady. Al such cases n reoent  years emanate
fom an inabiity o terae the dificut condiions  of stugging
agahst  a reigous fastsm  upecedened in ks hisoy.  Wih few
exoegpions, most peope whocannot endure  these  difficuit condliions
e ter  polical upot  for e Ressae,  as te oy souion
o the mulshs regime.

The Mojahedin's record in this respect is so far above reproach
and the avenues for dialogue so readly avalabe that there is no
roomforcomplaint. Thefalsityandabsurdityofsuchclaimsby
personswhohavebrokenrankswiththeMojahedinarelaidbareby
the very fact that ashot whie after leaving the Moghedn, these
same individuals have been sent o Europe or the Unied States wih
Mojghedin  money, subsequent to which they have sold therr senices
to the Khomeini regime or joned ranks wih the mulahs against the
Resisiance.

ff te Moghedn are t be aiiczed, it shoud befor exerasing
undue fiexdoiity o safeguad these person’s  reputation. Otherwise,
they couldhave taken preemptive measures, by exposingthe
dismissed  individual apioi  sotat heo she coud not be used as a
wegpon in the hands of te enemyor ahers hosie o the Resstance
TheMojahedinhave,however, exposedsuchpersonswhenever
necessary, by pubishing in ther newspapers the reasons, in these
persons ownwitng  and bearing their  signatures, when they have
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collaborated wih or joned the enemy.

There 5 no combatve foce © mal  te Moahedn in the lranian
poliical landscape today, within or wihout the framewok of the
naioowide  Resstance.  This has been the case for many years.  Thus,
anyone wihin ~ the Moghedin  nomaly does not chalenge the war of
beration aganst te mulahs which the Moghedin have undertaken,
aher ten b admt hs o her oaninabity b teae  te ocondiions
of amed stugge aganst the mulahs. The fist  quesion  confionting
suchanindividualiswhatstrategyismoreeffective,andwhich
polical organzaion 5 deing tet ogion I aher wods S Mo
such srategy  and no such poliical organzation espousng it exst,
the pont is moot Amed Resistance is the last resot against the
muishs megme, der d dher mehods of sugge  have poen fuie

TheMojahedinarecombatantMuslims,afactclarifiedtwenty
yearsago,whentheyconfrontedtheopportunistMandstswhohad
shatteredtheirorganization. Hence, anyone opposedtothe
Mojahedin'sideologydoesnotbecomeamemberinthefirstplace.
loedogical difierences, thereiore, ae not avebe eoue or kearyg
the ranks of the omganzaton.

NorcanoneimaginethatmultitudesofMojahedinortheir
suppoters  resdng  in difierent dies n Euope, te US and Asa,
are being compeled to do amvthing.  Howcould anyone be held within
the Mojghedn's ranks against hisher wil for even aday, ket aone
formanyyears, giventhe propagandabarrage ofthe Khomeini
regre, 5 dies adte kes o te Sae Depatmet repot?  Uness
of course, the repots  authors are suggestng that the Mojahedin
exerdse  afar geaer influence  than such popaganda, t the extent
that they can mesmeize s o thousands of ther felow  compatios,
bodyand soul, compellingthemtoturnoutforlarge-scale
demonstraions N 15 counties of the word.

From a political standpoirt, the indvidual who has ket should
have a polical alemaive n mnd whch regetably does not exst
Ifonedid,thosepreparingthereportwouldnothavegonetothe
troube of wiing 41 pages of dander and \ituperations aganst the
Mojghedin and lranian  Resistance.  They are fuly aware that, under
the cument drcumsances, the Naionl Cound of Ressance s the
oy viebe aematve o the mulahs regime.

Onemust concude that logicaly, the real reasons why certain
personshavebeendismissedorchosentoleavetheMojahedinin
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recet yeas ae © befound n te pasod dooes o te ndvidEl)
n qesion | s unsied 0 bare te Mgahedn for an ndvdudls
inabiity O terale  atough, bloody wer aganst aregme which the
US. Secetary of State has descibed as “an intemational outlaw”
and ‘the leading sponsor of tenoism  in the contemporary  word.”

f te Sae Depatment of te soe supeponer in te wold dams
o befuly knowledgeable about the Moghedn and o have access ©
comprehensiveinformation,itshouldbeabletomakepublicthe
names of the ‘“tissdents’ beng hed aganst ther Wl i the Naiond
Liberation Amys bases, and assist them by pubicdy offeing  them
poiitical asyum. Obviousy, the authors are themsehves aware that
theirallegationsare unfounded. Whenspeakingabout“death
sences’  for ‘disstens” they ae compded © ofer  te rdouous
epanaion  that the Moghedn sentence dssdent membersto death,
butpostponecarryingouttheverdictuntilaftertheregime’s
overthrow.

TheMojahedinandNationalLiberationArmyofiraninformed
the Intemational Commitee of the Red Cross of the release of some
2650 officers, noncommissoned  officers, soders  and Pasdaran of
theKhomeiniregimewhohadbeencapturedinthe courseofthe
NLA'smilitary operations. Meanwhile, Mojahedinmembersand
sympathizers ~ were being executed en massein the regime's  prisons.
ThelCRChadbeenkeptinformedoftheMojahedin’'streatmentof
these pisoners  through repeated meetings wih them, and has always
lauded the Mojghedn for its humane conduct [t should be recalled
thatalthoughsomeoftheseprisonershadkiledanumberofthe
Mojahedin's  or NLAS combatants, they were released on the orders
of the amys Commanderin Chief.  Asfor the members of this group
who voluntariy joned the NLA the ICRCpad repested wvsis 1w the
NLA's bases and spoke privately with them. There was never a singe
complaint about the Moghedin's teament %

Insummary,thelCRChasmonitoredallaffairspertainingto
thePOWSs,andhasofficiallyconfiredthehumanenatureoftheir
teament S in ths Ight ae tese adlegaions about mistreament
oftsownmembersbyamovementthathashumanelytreatedits
enemes D be vened as ayhing  oher then a repetiion o the deicd
regime’spropaganda?Furthermore, theauthorshaveregrettably
demonstratedtheirunwilingnesstolistentotherepliesofthe
‘accused,” whereas in any cout of law, even if the case s cut and
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died, the accused and his counsel have the right to repy. Despie
havng te Moghedis witen reples a ther dsposa,  te auhos
havefettnoobligationtomaketheslightestreferencetothem.

Poliical epedency hes taken precedence over te fit prindple of
e

Solelyfromahumanitarianstandpoint,the Departmentwould
have done beter O gant a kst oe ety vsa in te past 14 years
andpaythetravelexpensesforsomeonewho,forwhateverreason,
hadleftheMojahedinandintendedtoretumtonomallifeasa
refugee.  Having dore so, the Department wouid be in abetter  posiion
o aiicze aRessance movement which hes gven s ie's bood n
ts sugge  Todae, the Moghedn hae been odiged © assst  such
pesons on ther oan. Which shoud webeleve: Al ths compassion
and detalled  discourse  about individuals who let  the dictatorial
Moghedn whose srategy,  idedogy, and poices have faled, or the
refusal o gve vsas o asyum to the mothers, wwes or chiden of
themartyrs?

Wesuggest that to aleviate the authos concem about the fate
offormermemberswhowanttopursueanormallife, the State
Depatment set asde aquota for ther poltical asyum, and infom
the Mojahedin thereof. ~ Wewould be most grateful.

Censorship

Anoher accusaton  invoves te Moghedin's  ‘censorshp index”
and charges that ther members “are only aloved to read Mojahedin
publications’”. B tis alegaton petains 1 Moghedn members who
e n te Wes, &t 5 paicbly ficioUous. Treepots adthos  ae
askedtopleasepresenttheirdocumentsandexplainhowMassoud
Rajavimanagestoenforcesuchauthorityandcensorshipfromthe
Irardraq boder on peope many educated in Westem universiies.
If the allegation pettains 0 Moghedn sympathizers inside  Iran,
where e mulehs regme s ning, te Sae Depatment s barking
up the wong tree.

ff, however, the Depatment is refering o atid group, those
membersandsympathizerswhoareinthelran-lragborderstrip
wih the rest of the NLAS combatants, wemaystate in response that
themanyobserverswhohavevisitedtheNLAcampshaveseenfor
themseles that the combaians persond  belongngs indude  porable
rados, and tey ae fee © isen  t© the Khomeni regme and foreign
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broadcasts.  In  addition, adaly news bulein is provided for al
combatants. Thebulletincontainsreportsfromallintemational

meda. Ths hes been the padice snce the foundaion  of the Nationd
Liberation Amy, eght years ago.

The authors  of the report  may interpret ths as another form of
censorship  or indoctrination, in which case they are fee 0 examine
any number of the news buletns, severd  thousand i they SO dedie,
to make sure there has been no censorship. ff they find amnything to
the contrary,  indlicating censorship,  propaganda or - indodtrination,
theycanexposetheMojahedinbyrevealingthesedocuments.

In addion, a NLAbeses, ada dies o the Naord Cound
o Ressance and Moghedn n vaious oouies  have pbic  rares
compatbe  wih the princples of the NCRand Moghedin.  Any visitor
canexaminethemforhimself. itshould, further,benctedthata
relevant  to geographic  location, alowing its membersin the West
compete  freedom, whie censoship  abounds elsewhere,  particularly
snce  indviduals ae oen assgned fom pace O pace

Ifnoneofthesepointsissufiicient,aglanceattheweekly
publication of the Moghedin, the monthly publication, Showra and
theweeklypaper JranZamin ~ willattesttothefalsityofthe
allegation. “Tofuther alay the feas of the auhos of the Sae
Depatment repot,  weshoud point out that of al the publcations
by lanen  poliicdl gous, Moahed most fequenty  eleds te ead
statements, articlesandviewpointsofitsenemy, theKhomeini
regime,andopponents.Indescribingcensorshipintheintemal
relions  of e Moghedn, the See Depatment s spparenty taking
akaf ou of is ownbook

Thefad & tat in canying out ther polices, the Moghedn do
nothideanythingfromanyone, particulartytheirmembersand
sympathizers. The llanan  Resislance’s  suooess i reatiing members
and acivists depends on ther ful knomedge and proficency with
detais. Othewise ths Resstance would not have lasted for a day
under the mullahs' propaganda barage. Nor coud it have overcome
the State Depatments maidous attack for ten years.

As a Iberation movement, wih  legiimete demogatic  asprations,
theMaojahedinhavebeenabletostandontheirownandcarryout
their polices  against the mulahs, remnants of the shah and ther
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des ol bymdag ther posios pbc, b od hoesy. I ts
ight it is understandable  why the State Department,  which seeks
toadvanceanunjustandillegiimatepolicyagainstthelranian

peopes Ressance ad n favor o the Khomeni regime,  hes no opion,
despe s power and fadiies, bu © resot © censoshp,  vidae
te pindpes o npartely, deot  te fds adibice ks

Blind Obedience

The daim that decisiorHmaking in the Mojahedin takes place at
thetopandmembersmustcarryoutthedecisionswithoutasking
any quesons, s anather cheap fabrication. Any fom of cooperation
wih te Moghedn o reoument o s ks 5 ety  \vounay.
According  to Ervand Abrahamian, on whose wiiings  the larger  part
of the repot s based, the maoity of the Moghedn's members are
fromtheinteligensia. Formorethanadecade, manymembersof
theMojahedinhaveresidedforyearsinwWestemcountries,where
maintained  an extensive netvork N various  countries, wih  numerous
offices, branches  and suppot  socetes. s membas tereore, insce
Ien, a te g border-strip, ad n Euope and Noth  America,
havebeenincontinuouscontactwiththeoutsideworld. Soweare
not taking about anisolated group, but an organization which, as
admonkedged n te Sae Depatment repot,  has been dbe o atradt
muchsupportamongcongressmenand parliamentariansthrough
the aciMies o 5 membes

The quesion  afes,  theer, f te sndue o te oganzaion
denies members the right 1t ask questons, let alone make comments
o qaiidsms o hgher dficaks, hovare these dedsons madea te
top cared out, particulardy sihce, agan according to the State
Department,theorganizationdoesnotpayitsmembersandthey
have no fnancal maivaion 0 submt © such authory. At te e+
Iragborder,wherepeoplehaveconvergedfromiranandabroadto
formtheNationalLiberationArmy,whatmotivatesthemtojoina
movementwhichdoesnotallowthemeventoaskaquestion?Why
shouldtheymakesuchsacrifices,enduresomuchpressureand
torture, and even forego ther spouses and chidren?  Obviously ho
one in hs ngt mind woud accept such nonsense.  The people of Iran
haveheardmanysuchclaimsbythedictatorshipsoftheshahand
Khomeini whocontend that lran's freedom fighters  are ‘inked to
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foreigners,” or have been ‘tramwashed” by the ‘Great Satan”

ke any oher amy in te wodd, indudng the US. Amy, has is
omnrdes and regulations, and iis  own commandhierarchy. Of course,
there is a significant difference betveen the NLAand conventional
ames. The US. o aher conventional amies repimand  and severely
punsh oficers and soders whodesat the battefield, o even in
peacetme refuse t pefom ther  duties.

In the NLA, combatants fl out foms in which they voluntarly
agreetoserveinthearmyuntilthe overthrowoftheKhomeini
regime. % In pracice, hovever, een in tme of war or maxmumalet,
whenever someone has broken his or her vows, or could not tolerate
the conditions, the individual, wihout ~ excepiion,  was immediately
sent abroad or to the refugee campsin raq (supenvised by the UN.
HighCommissionerforRefugees). TheMojahedinhaveevengoneso
farastospendlargesumsofmoneytosendhundredsoflranian
refugeesfromirag'sRamadirefugeecamptoEurope,astheUNHCR
in Baghdad is fuly aware. ® Obviously, the Moahedn had no mord,
poiitical or organizational commiment © do so.

Regretably, the repot aso ciiczes the Moghedn for paying
tributetotheirmembersandofficialsexecutedbytheKhomeini
regime,accusingthemof“sectarianism."The State Department's
rationaleisthatthosewhohavebeenmartyredbytheKhomeini
regime for the cause of democacy in their county were obsessed by
Mr. Rajads  “personality i’ % and had o ‘Obey wihout asking to
many questions”  *® Howcan hundreds of thousands of bindly  obedent
peope endure execuion and toure?  This is an unforgivable insult
to al tose whogawe ther Ives for lran's people and freedom. Is
there any message n the Sae Depatments  logc aher ten © defie
theResistanceinfavoroftheKhomeiniregime?Howdothosewho
hae not yet apoogzed ® the peope of Ilean for launching the ank
democraticcoupofAugust1953,againstthelegalanddemocratic
governmentofDr.MohammadMossadeq,dare pretendsuchconcern
about democracy or the lack thereof in the Mojahedin?

Inteligence& Security Risks

In evauang te studure  and conduct of any poliical group,
includingthe Mojahedin, itisveryimportanttotaketheir
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circumstancesintoaccount. TheMojahedinwerefoundedundera
didatorial regme. Aler te oetrov o te Sheh they wee subedt
b te newregmes haassmet  Shoty  thereafer, a reigous decree
was issuedforthe execution ofthe Mojahedin’smembers,
sympathizers, and even ther  famiies. In such drcumstances, t is
naraly  miseadng O compare the organzation o poitical partes
in democaic  Westem  countries. In ademocraic  ocounty, the police
donotraidapoliticalparty. Theydonotarrestandexecuteits
membash Bige gous, assas9Ee B advss, o bnh a rak
mortarandmissileattacksonitscenters.Membersdonotkeep
ojande pls under ther tongues as a precautionary measure n case
theyarearrestedorabductedwhileinthestreet TheKhomeini
regimetorturesMojahedinmembersfordays,weeks,monthsand
even years to extract  information and obtain  even one more address
of ther sympathizers. Benouside lan, asin the case of Ai Albar
GhorbaniinTurkey(June1992),theKhomeiniregimehasnoqualms
about kidnapping,  lengty  torture, mutiation and assassination of
s opponents.

Becausetheyareatwarwiththemullahs'brutalregime, the
Moghedn must be very carefu  about safeguarding  inteligence, and
is aways conspiing to obiain  more information and stike  at them
inanywaypossible.Nevertheless, throughouttheseyears, the
Mojahedinhaveneverpreventedthedepartureofpeoplewhocould
no bonger terae te condios o sugge  Of couse, ths  entaled
many fisks  for ther members and combatarts.  The regime’s  Ar  Force
raidedtheNLA'scampsbyusinginteligenceobtainedfromsome
peoplewhohadleftthearmyandsubsequentlycooperatedwiththe
regme. =

Al oounties, ndung  the demooaic  counties, hae vay s
regulations for ther mitary forces and other organs which coud
yed  niglgence Jpopardzng ol sealy  ad te s o ter
dizens. Jonng any of these ogans requres  Oosevation of certain
ries and reguistions. Leavig them 5 even moe dific, espedaly
inwartime. Thefateof ShapourBakhtiar,theshah'slastprime
mnser,  eempiies te muehs  edateniod termorist plois,
underlining the need for stic  secuity measures and protection of
inteligence. BakhtiarwasmurderedathishomeinaParissuburb
n August 1991 by one of his dose assodates, an agent of the Khomeni
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regime. This person was abe to lead two of the mulehs'  tenorists
intothehousetomurderhim. €0

Playingthe Mullahs' Game

Whatisthe State Department'sproblem?Canallthisclamor
aboutnodemocracyintheMojahedinwhileinvitingthemullahsto
engage in a didlogue be interpreted as anything  but a step against
democracy and humanrnghts in Iran? In detemining its  relations,
suppoit,  money and facliies for  countres, paties  and oppasiion
goups the wold owver, the State Department is not known for being
overlymindfuloftheirobservationofdemocracy.Wastheshah's
ddatorship, which butaly  suppressed  Ilan's  peope for years, nat
suppoted by the United States? Duing the Cod War, were the Khmer
Rouge and Pd Poat not tacitly endorsed by the United States as part
of its poicy to counter Soviet infuence? Does the US. desre 1o
improve  relations and estabish  dalogue with Iran's rnling  regime
because it 5 democraic?

The problem,  therefore, is not wih the Moahedn, but wih the
political landscape  in tdays Ian. The medeva regme is faling
gpat,  and a democaic,  independent  and popuiar  altemative is about
to take poner. Those facions  whose interests are threatened by the
esabishment  of democacy in Ilan, whofor years have inssed  that
s meded mes wl mlom o oondaied, id ey oy asnwe
s 0 rgecd and undemine  tis  Resistance. They use democracy ke
ad b stke a ts Ressance andis leadeshp, bah of which
have proventheircommitmenttodemocracyinthirtyyearsof
srugge. Teywl ®© awyle bhoweer fbiceied o dsoded They
use character  assassination, much ke duing the Mossadeq era,
obstruct  the esabishment  of a democraic  and independent  Iran.

Todays Iran, honever, s awhoe diferent st of doumsiances.
Theexistenceofajust, nationwide, legitimateandorganized
resistancewillreducetheiranimasitytowishfulthinking. Many
anaysts,  personaliies and representatives of the American people
srongy  oppose ther poicy, evaluaing it as hamful t te Unted
States'interests. Addressingahearingofthe Foreign Affairs
Commitee at the House of Representatives, US. Secetary of State
Waren Chistoppher indicaied the inaeasing US. concem about ran's
nudear  adviies: ‘Those whohepp, makei esser for an 1 sponsor
terrorismandthreatenpeace. Thesecountriesmustsufferthe
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consequencesoftheiractions.Webelievethattheintemational
communty must take ever fimer steps in countering  Iran's  outiaw
behavo.  For s reason | popose 0 oher couies © siop ganing
cedt © len ad ef@n  fom ewey nudear cogpedion wih lan”  ®
The Secefary s absoutely  coredt,  but everyone knows that  the
bet way hep 5 © gwe poiica oeessos D the muahs  regme
bybrazenlyattackingtheIranianpeople’sjustandlegitimate
Therefore, the authors of the repot  and some officials of the Near
East secion of te Stte Depatment shoud bete fist o teke M
Christopher's advice  sefiously, and avod ‘any fom of cooperaton”
wih te mulashs rgme, asocoray © the ineess o te lanan
peope and resistance. Anything shot of tis wil encourage more of
the mulehs temoism  and vioiations of humannghts, and, as they
dd n te langae dfar, they must ‘sufier the consequences  of ther
ados’
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Democratic Alternative

Upon Massoud Rajavis  initiative, the Naiona Cound of Ressance
oflranwasfoundedinJuly1981inTehran. Functioningasthe

IAnan  Pafament in exde, it wesfomed o ovetvow the mulahs
reigouss  ddatorship, esabsh  a pualsic demooacy n klen,  ad
replacetherulecfvelayat-efagin(guardianshipofthesupreme
jurisprudent)withnationalsovereignty. TheNCRsubsequently

moved is headquarters o Paris.

In lengthy sessons in the second half of 1981 and early 1982,
some lasting  for weeks, the NCRdrafted, adopted and published its
constitutionaswellasthe platformandimmediatetasksofa
provisonal govemment, whose goal 5 O tanser  soweregty the
peope of Iran. This wil be done in ‘no more than six months after
the fal of the Khomeini regme” wih the elecion of a Constiuent
Assembly trough a‘balot which wil  be dred  and secet” !

Reecing the tyrannies  of both the shah and Khomeini, the NCR
independence  and natonal sovereigny  for Ian © jon.  Accoding O
theNCRconstitution, theCounci'sdecisionsaremadewiththe
approval  of twothirds of the attending members, provided that no
objecion i madeby any of the member organizations.” 2 Membership
in the NCRs oondtional upon ‘commitment’”  © is  ratiied deasiors,
andeverynewmembermustsubmitthiscommitmentinwritingto
the NCRPresdent dong wih his or her applcation o jon te NCR
As per the constitution, requests for membershp are discussed and
votedonintheearliestsession. Thedeterminingfactoristhe
members praciical adherence o the Coundls  dedsions, rather  than
fullacceptanceofthemoroftheplatform.inotherwords, every
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Councilmembercansticktohisorherownviews,andworktoget
them ratiied by te Cound through the democatic process outined
in the NCRoonsttuiion.

Currerty, the NCRhas 235 members, ° of different reigious, non-
religious, liberalandnationalistpersuasions,aswellas
represeniaives of ethnc and reigous minorites. They indude  six
poiitical opposiion  organizations. The remaining 229 are renowned
poltical, adrd o sodd  fgues aswel  as spedass, arists,
of the National Lberaion — Amy.

The National Council of Resistance andthe Provisional
GovemmentadheretotheUniversalDeclarationofHumanRights
anditsrelatedintemationalcovenants,including*“freedomof
association,freedomofthoughtandexpression,media, palitical
o pojesson, and peerion o any vidation o indviouel and socdl
ngts and of pubic freedoms” 4

TheNCR'sdeclarationonthe Relationsofthe Provisional
GovemmentwithReligionandDenominationsspecifies:“Alforms
ofdiscriminationagainstthefollowersofvariousreligionsand
denominaions  in te enoyment of ther  indvidual and soda  rights
are prohbied Nodizens dal enoy ay piveges o besbed ©
any deprivations wih resped 0 nominaion for election, sufirage,
employment, education,  becoming ajudge or any oter indvidual or
oHE s o mesn o b o bl n an paiode reigon
or denominaton”  °®

In s plan on womens rghts, the NCRrecognzes ‘the rnght to
ged andbeeeded n al eedoms, adte igt © suiege n d
referendums,™therighttoemploymentandfree selectionof
profession, and the right to had any pubic or govemment posiion,
ofice  or profession, indudng  the presidency or judgeship in al
[Te ez reiuos” e gt © ey dooe dhg ad oweig’
and ‘the nght to use, without discrimination, al  instructional,
educational,athletic,andartisticresources;andtherightto
partiopeie n ad ahlkic oonpeios  ad afsic acMies” 6

TheNational CouncilofResistanceadoptedaplanforthe
auonomy of lranian  Kurdistan,  wheren it recognized the nght of
the peope resdng in thet regon © hae ter  ownlegsaive body
wn ‘te nemd das o te alonomos regon” b futher gpedies
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that ‘the administration of al afars  of the autnomous regon of
Kudsian” ooyt for thoese bed © foegn pogy, e dlese
nationalsecurity, foreigntradeandcustoms, ‘fallswithinthe
authorty ~ of the autonomous organs” 7
The NCR's plan for peace wih Iraq emphasizes the ‘“undertaking
of guarantees by both paties in amanging for the repatiation of
both  countries’ refugees, and for those who have been diven out of
ther ocounty, by prodaiming general amnesty and by safeguarding
ther hes adter popetes” Atide 7 d the pan emphaszes te
‘daning  up of the pan for a defniive peace teaty between the two
countriesbasedonfullrespectfornationalindependenceand
goad neighboriness and secuity  of boders aganst encroachment” @
Accodng 0 the Immedae Tasks ratiied by the Naional Cound
of Ressance of Ian, ‘“investigaton of the cimes of the Khomenni
regme’s  officals’ wil be ‘camed out in pubic couts wih the
presence of juies and intemational observers”  ° The Provisional
Govemmentiscommittedtoprovide'therightofdefenseandthe
ot o aoMy o bBwes  assochios” ©
TheProvisionalGovemmentalsoaccepts nationalcapitalism
andthebazaar,privateandpersonalownershipandinvestment.” u
It beleves that ‘enmiy towards industia counties” 2 derves  from
the badward ideas of the Khomeni regme. Whie rgecing  ‘unegual
rgions’ ®in is pogam, i Sresses tet it does not ‘wsh o and
cannot ve isolaed fom te sumoundng wold”
The Provisional Govemment of the Democraic Islamic  Republic
o len and the Naional Coud o Ressence wl  resgn  mmedaely
ater the Consftiuent  Assembly's ‘“declaration of is readiness to
assumeitsresponsibilities.” 5TheNational Legislativeand
Consivent  Assembly wil be fomed at ‘e lktest  no moe than six
months afier the fal of the Khomeni regme and the estabishment
oftheProvisionalGovemment.” 16 Appointingthenewgovemment,
draftingthecountry' snewconstitLtion,anddeterminingthenew
repubican  system are the tasks of the Consftuent  Assembly. ¥

Structure

Inadditiontothe People’sMojahedinOrganizationofiran,
discussedatlengthinthepreviouschapter,otherNCRmember-

oganizations ae as folons
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The National Democratic Front (NDF)

Asecdar goup, the NDFwes reoganized in 1979, It s comprised
of respected  poiitical foures whosuppoted the e Dr. Mossadeq in
the 1950sand'60s.Mr.HedayatMatin-Daftari, Dr.Mossadeq's
grandsonandadistinguishedlawyerandwell-knownadvocateof
humanrightsinlranformanyyears,isthepresidentoftheNDF.
Duringtheshah'slastyears,hewaselectedvice-chairmanofthe
IranianBarAssociation.OneoftheFrontsfounders,Shokroliah
Paknglad, a renowned poiitical figure for two decades, was executed
bytheKhomeiniregimein1981.

Associationto Defendlran’s Independenceand
Democracy (DAD)

Foundedin1979,DADiscomprisedofreligiousandsecular
lerens  as wal  as Specels and tednooas. Aeicth JH  Gagel
heads the goup. Oreof Khomenls fist sudents, Ayaioleh — Gangel
ranksfaraboveKhameneiandHashemiRafsanjaniinthereligious
hierarchy, butpartedwayswithKhomeinibecausecfhisemphasis
onte ne of the veayat efagh and reigous  despoism.  Ayatoleh
Gangi  was a poitical prisoner  under the shah and a candidate for
the 1980parliamentaryelectionsfromRasht, northernlran.A
distinguished cleric, heis awell-known opponentofthe
fundamentalist interpretation of ldam.

The People’s Fedayeen

Ths gop st  fom the lefist Omanzaon  of anan  Peope’s
FedayeenGuerrillasandvehementlyopposeddependenceonthe
fomer Soviet Union. The original organization was formed in 1968
andwagedarmedstruggleagainsttheshah'sdictatorship.twas
themostpopularandinfluential ofthe Marxistgroups. Many
membersandsympathizerswereexecutedundertheshah.

In  postrevolutionary Ian, however, the organzation came under
the infuence  of pro-Soviet elements, and subsequenty  splt  into
various  factions. The People's Fedayeen lett the organization and
draftedtheironnplatformforademocraticsysteminiran. They
appliedformembershipintheNCRin1984,andwereacceptedasa
memberin1985. Mr.MehdiSamé,amechanicalengineerwhowas
imprisonedbythe Shahfrom1970t01978,istheorganization’s
represeniative in te Natonal Cound of Ressance
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TowhidiMerchants Guild
Theguildwasformedin1979byindustrialistsandbazaar

merchantsopposedtoKhomeini'sdictatorship.Manyofitssecret

members coniue  ther commerdal  adivities n en. Ower te yeas,

they have played an important role in providng  financial backing

for the Resstance.  The tradiional bezaar s audd t the Iranan

economy, ad is opposion  te shah in te il years of his rde

wasinstrumentalinthe fall ofthe monarchy. Mr. Ibrahim

Mazandarani, a wellkknown  businessman from Tabriz and a poliical

prisoner under the shah, is the Guids representative in the NCR.

TheKhomeiniregimeexecutedanumberofmembersofthe Towhidi

MerchantsGuildinthemid-1980sforgivingfinancialaidtothe

Resstance.

CommittedProfessorsofiran’sUniversitiesand
Schools ofHigher Education

Alsofoundedin1979, thisgroupiscomprisedofuniversity
poessos  and academics. Opposed D the regime’s  polioes, especaly
the"CulturalRevolution,"thegroupsoongainedthesupportofa
large segment of ran's scholars.  Dr. Mohammaddi  Shekhi,  former
head of Tehran Universiy's Tedncal Feoly, B te pesdent o te
goup. Agraduate of metalurgical engneering  fom the UK, Dr
Seki 5 te alhor o saed bods ontedrcd and poiical BSUes.

The President  and offical spokesman of the Natonal Cound of
Resstance s Mr. Massoud Rajavi.  The Coundl  has a secretariat and
SX  secretaries who adminster s affairs. The NCR's 18 committees
funcion as the basis for the fuure  Provisional Govemment.  Seven
ofthecommitteechairsarefromthe Mojahedin, threefromthe
National Democaic Fort, one flom the Peope's Fedayeen, one from
theCommitted Professorsof TehranUniversities,onefromthe
Association  to Defend Iran's  Democracy and Independence.  The four
remanng duars ae fled by ndependent  persondiies o different
poliical persuasons. % The average age of the NCRcommitee  chairs
5 over 50. Nne of them have graduate degees from Fance, Biriain,
theUnitedStatesandGermany,andeightaregraduatesofiranian
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universiies. The Charr of the Denominaions and Freedom of Religon
Commitee 5 a defic.

InitsannualsessioninAugust1993,theNational Councilof
Resistance elected Mrs. Maryam Rajavias Presidentforthe
transtiondl peiod ®Hertem wl  begn dier the muehs  overthow,
ad exend und  the ratfication of the new constiution by a freely
electedNationalLegislativeand ConstituentAssembly,andthe
electionofanewpresident. Hertaskswillinclude“supreme
supenviso’ 2 over ‘proper  impementaion of the NCR's dedarations
anddecisions.” 2 Sheisauthorizedtoundertake' thedutiesand
responsiiies of the NCRPresdent in his absence” 2 wihn the
famework  specfied  and ratified by the Cound. The NCR's members
ageed tat te dedon of Ms. Rgvi asasymbd of naiord  undy,
5 te best guaranee for the recondiaion o kenn sodely,  whch
has suffered  severe spiitual and material  ham under the mullahs.
Awomanheadofstatefurtherensuresdemocracyandpluralism
duing the tansional paiod and the tanser of soeregly © te
peope,  they noed.

Based in Paris, Mrs. Rajgvi has become the focal point of hope
andattentionofiraniansinthecountryandabroad. Sinceher
election, thousands  of enans,  many dstingushed professonals ad
specialistsinEuropeandNorthAmerica, haveactivelyinvolved
themselvesinthemovement. TheyhavewrittentoMrs. Rajavi,
dedaring their readiness to cooperate  with the NCRcommittees and
takepartinthereconstructionofaprosperousiran.Renowned
Iranian  artists, banned fom peforming or foced into exie, hawe
aso dedared  soldaiy wih the Presderteleds egfos © bud a
freelran.InJuly1994,Marzieh, Iran'slegendarysingerwitha
remarkable50-yearrecord, leftiranforFrancetoannounceher
suppot  for  Mrs. Rajavi

Mrs. Rajavi, 42, a metalurgical engineer, was a leader of the
Ilanan  swdent movement n the 1970s. Onedf her sisers  was kiled
undertheshahandanother, pregnantatthetimeofarrest,was
executed along with her husband in the Khomeini regime’'s  prisons.

In August 1993, the NCRchose the Lion and Sun as the Coundls
offical erbem, paong t onte lenen fg  ‘Shce ancent  fimes,
theLionandSunhasbeenthesymbolofsafeguarding Iranfrom
ed” Zsad te Cound. For 12 yeas, the naiond Ianan  anthem,
‘O Ien, Land of Peals” has been the NCR's offcal anthem.
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Deliberate Exclusion

TheCouncil'spositions,constitutionandstructure, briefly
revened n ts deper, hae beendedled n s pubications n te
pst In e See Depatments ftesment o ts sue,  uniounagl,
theauthorsintentionallyignoredthe Councilasanindependent
enity, and discussed it as pat of the Moghedin. The repot  makes
besgess  alegaiions and nientonaly dsots seved Bues D dery
that the National Cound of Ressance s the regme's only viable
aemraive

The authors  lash out at the Mojghedin for not making notorious
operativesoftheshah'sSAVAKandbogus, non-existentgroups
membersoftheNCR . ltismorethaninconsistenttoaccordthese
non-entiies - diance  with whomwoud discredt  the Resistance -
such saure,  whie  belting the Moghedns ales n te Cound

ltisperfectlytruethattheMojahedin,asthemostpopular
poliical and mitary  foce in Ian, are the lagest memberof the
Natonel Cound of Ressance. For this reason, te Cound desenves
a the moe cedt for esabishing ademocaic  pocess which gants
theMojahedinexactlythesamerightsasotherCouncilmembers.
Theremnantsoftheshah’sregimeandKhomeini'smullahshave
triedforyearstoportraytheMojahedinandNational Councilof
Resstance as one enty with two names. It is unfotunate  that the
Department of State has not refered  to any of the detaled, wel-
documented responses of the lranian  Resistance.

Appeasing Tehran'sMullahs ,publishedinSeptemberwhiethe
repot  was being prepared, repied  spediicaly to the alegations
reiterated in Ms. Sherman's letter o Rep. Toniceli in Juy 1994

Threechaptersofthebookweredevotedtodetailedresponses,
includingdocuments,whichprovedthechargeswereunfounded.As

in previous cases, the book wes provided to the State Department by
theHouseForeignAffairsCommittee. Inresponsetorepeated

objections by congressmen to the Departments refusal to hear the
MojahedinorNCRrepresentatives, officials statedonnumerous

occasions that they were aware of Mojahedin  publications and would
considerthem. Theyalsoclaimedthattheirresearchteamhad
reviewedalltheMojahedinandNCRpublicationsfromthe 1960s

though Ocober 1994, The falsity  of the dam ony undedines  ther
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INn1993,inreplytoinquiriesbymembersofCongress, the
Departmentclaimedthatthe MojahedinandNCRareoneandthe
same. Mohammad Mohaddessin, Chairman ofthe NCR Foreign
Afiais  Commitee, wote in ths regad % o representatives Ronald
Dellums(D-CA)andDanBurton(R-IN).Acopyofhisletterswas
later sent o Presdent Clnton.  Mr. Mohaddessn wote:

The [State  Departments] ‘fact  sheets’ say. “The dose lnks between the
NCRandPMOImakethetwoorganizationsvirtuallyindistinguishable.”

This dam s suppoted by the observaton  that “Massoud Rajavi woud have
soleresponsibilityfortheappointmentofcabinetministersunderthe
provisionalgovemment.”Inresponse,itmustbeaskedwhichdemocratic

tradiion fauts adose relationship between a poltical organization (the
Mojghedin)  and the poliical coaliion (NCR) of which it is a member, and
des that reltionship as indcatie o te o beng ‘hdsingushabie™? In
addion,  does e Presdent o the Unied Saies ‘ot have sde  responshity
fortheappointmentofcabinetministers"? AsspecifiedintheNCR's

constiuiion, Mr. Rapvi B responsbe for nommaing  cabnet  minsers, who
mustbeconfimedbytheNCR’smembership,whichisalsoauthorizedto

impeach minsters  in  office. The provisional govemment is dutybound to
comply with the NCR's resolutions. Is ths sameprocedure not foloved in
the US?

I aidke 8o is constiuion te Naiond Coud o Ressance
spediies: “The nght t quesion and o inerpolate the Provisonal
Govemment, or any of iis members, is reserved for every member of
theCouncil.” Bnarticle7,itspecifiesthatthe Provisional
Govemmentisduty-boundto“actinaccordancewiththeprogram
andtheimmediatetasksassignedtothe Provisional Govemment
andinaccordancewiththe Council'sfuturedecisions”andto
udetake the administation of afais for sx months. As M Rajav
stressedinAugust1993 whenheintroducedthechairsoftheNCR
commitees, the Provisional Govemment is a coaliion govemment.
Onlysevenofthe18chairsofthe NCRcommitteesarefromthe
nor oganizaionaly alfficied wih te Moghedn, of vaied polical
viens.,

The State Department’s claim about the two being
‘ndisinguishable” 5 suppoted by the obsevation  that leadng NCR
representatives are aso dosey  dfliiated wih, f not members of,
thePMOI.Asmentioned,theNCRservesasapariamentarybody;
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therefore, some members of the Mojghedn - or of oher omganizations
belongingtotheNCR-arealsomembersoftheNCR. Farfrombeing

conceded, this issue was pubidy  announced. Indeed, accoding 1o
theDepartment'slogic,theU.S.CongressandRepublicanParty
shouldbefaultedforbeing“indistinguishable,”becauseall
congressionalcommitteesand sub-committeesare chairedby

Republicans.  As mentioned, 60%o0f the NCR's committees are chaired
bynon-Mojahedinmembers.

Actually, the NCRdemonstated that it is even astep ahead of
democraic  ocounies when, in the fal  of 1991, it dedared that any
NCRrepresentativeinagivencountrywhobelongstoamember-
organizationmustrelinquish hisorhermembershipinthat
oganization o fufl the  responshiiies o an NCRepresertative
wihout regard © any organizational duies o poss, and in compee

Ignoringthe Facts

Thereportasserts: “Althoughthe NCR claimsthatitisa
demogaiic  organization, is padices donat susan te rheboric” %
In another reference  the report  states, “The Mojahedin  determined
who could  jon... who was worthy  of being  given.. voting  rights...
Gics wee ether squeezed ot of the Naionrd Cound o denced” 7
The charges are utey — baseless.

As detaled eafer in ths chaper, the Councls  constiution
entites ad membast anequa woe in the dedsomrmaking process,
andallmember-organizationshavetherighttoveto. TheNCR’s
constitution does not discriminate betveen members, and there are
noamendmentsthatmakeanexceptionofoneormoremembers,
underanycircumstances. TheNCRpresidentisnotentitedtoany
e poners n ass daions, n a1 Vel eay dher
poiitical organization or govemment, indudng  te govemment of
theUnitedStatesofAmerica,whichgrantsspecialpowerstothe
head of sae or omganizaion b edbe t O read qudkdy t speca
crcumstances.

The lenen  Ressance 5 oonfoning te most bual  dicatoshp
o o fmes; the doumsances ae never odnary.  Newvertheless, al
NCRdecisionsaremadewiththeagreementoftwo-thirdsofthe
memberspresent, providedthathomemberorganizationvetoesthe
decision.MembersandthosefamiliarwiththeNCR’'sconductover
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te yeas Wl sy ta d o the Couds dedsos n te b 14
yearshavebeenmadeinacompletelydemocraticfashionandin
accodance  with the above procedures. At the sametme, any of the
member-organizationscanblocktheadoptionorimplementationof
ay pen by excsng  ter v powers. Thus, rether e Moghedn,
northeNCRpresident,noranyotherpersonororganizationcan
imposeitswilonthebody. ThosewhoaccusetheNCRofnotbeing
democaic woud dowel o de one sihge case where the Maoghedn
orthe NCR president have breached these constitutional
reguiations. B

Thereportstates,“Oncea bonafide  coaliion,theCouncil
disintegrated in the 1980s, when many of the resstance  groups that
hed joned n 1981 kt  te oganzaion because of ther odojedons
Raais  ddaiorial methods and his  uniateral decson 1 ay wih
kg’ 2 The Depatment acoepis that the Cound  wes iniialy a viebe
one, and, therefore, intemal  democraic  processes  were obsenved  at
the time. The Coundls  constittion has not changed. @

ThereportbasesitsfindingonBani-Sadr'sandthe KDP's
‘Withdrawal,”andconcludesthattheypromptedamassexodus.” 8
Asexplainedindetailinchapterl,neitherBani-Sadrnorthe
Kudisan Democraic Paty let the Councl. Boh were expeled by
unanimous wvote for violating the  NCRconstitution and progam, ie.
vioiating the inemal  democraic  process of the Cound.  There wes
no ‘mass exodus’ and no ‘uniateral decdson to ay with lag” The
attempttothusexplaintheso-calledwithdrawaloftheKDPisso
shallowthattheauthorshaveoveriookedthefactthatthisparty
enoyed acive contads wih the Irag  govemment and had a presence
in that county long before Mr. Rajad met wih Mr. Aziz in Paris in
1983ormovedtherein1936.

Furthermore, thewithdrawal orexpulsionofone ormore
members from a poliical coalition has never been indicaive of an
absenceofdemocracywithinthatmovement. Sincetheelectionof
the Cinon  adminstaion, for s,  manytop oficals have been
fred o have resgned for pesod  reesons or because of difierences
wih te Presdent  Poitical diances  and codliions are fomed on
thebasisofcommonenemiesandsharedvalues. Theyareproneto
dage Thee 5 mobess for g thet a codlion 5 undemoaaic
becausesomeindividualsorpartieshaveleftit Therehavebeen
numerous cases of indviduals or even groups  spitting of from the
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Democraic  or Repubican  party, for exampe. These peope have gone
ono fom ter ownpaforns due to diferences wih other members
orthepartyleadership. Thisinnowayindicatesanabsenceof

democacy o the use of diciatorial methods by that  leadership.

Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iran

Amongthe sources the State Department cdtes in desaibng  the
NCRas undemocratic is aleter fom the KDPthat states, ‘“In view
of our woking experience wih the Mojghedn between 1981 and 1936
ad of ter afiide towad the lenen democatic  opposion  since
then,weconsidertheMojahedinanant-democraticandsectarian
organizationwhocannotbetrustedtobefaithfultodemocratic
agoraions o te Ienen " 2Toeddbsh the wth, o bk o
it of the alegation that the KDP's ‘woking experience”  revealed
the Moghedn t be “anfrdemocratic and secarian,” it is necessay
o biely revew te hstory of relaions  between the Paty and the
Mojahedin.

LikeotherlranianKurdishgroups, theKurdistanDemocratic
Party ofIran nominated Massoud Rajaviasthe democratic
opposition'scandidateinthe 1980 presidential elections.
Subsequently,AbdolRahmanQassemiou,theKDP SecretaryGeneral,
refered 0 Rav as his “dder  broher” He sought a more extensive
Mojahedinrepresentationandattendanceattheirheadquartersin
Kurdistan.Atthebeginningofthearmedresistance,anumberof
MojahedinwenttotheKDP'spoliicalbureauheadquartersonthe
wesen boder o len  Beoe insaing ter oanrdo tansmiers,
theMojahedinusedtheKDP'ssmalltransmitterforninemonthsto
broadcasttheirradiomessagesandprograms. Thepresenceofthe
Mojghedin in this area provided precious poliical backing for the
Party,whichMr.Qassemlouwarmiywelcomed.

InOctober1981,immediatelyafterMr.Rajaviannouncedthe
programofthe Provisional Government, the KDPjoinedtheNCR
and recognized it as ‘e unque alemaive” In subsequent  offical
statements,  Mr. Qassemlou described his Patys aliance  wih the
National CouncilofResistanceasasourceofprideandhonor,
refleding te desie o d the peope of Kudsen

OntheNCR’ssecondanniversaryin1983,theKDP Secretary
General asseted in his message:
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The emphass that the Nationd Cound of Ressance is te only democraic
altemative 5 not aholov moto, but asaement of fad, because. ther
are no other alttematives. The Americarimade monarchist  groups cannot  be
cded  alemaives. Fsly, or hsoy adboody stugges o te pest yeas
have once andforever buried monarchyinourcountry. Secondly,
altematives...Sinceitsformation, thekeytotheNational Councilof

Ressance s that is main foce s the Peopes Moghedin, an oganzation
whichhasbravelyrisenupagainsttheKhomeiniregime;anauthentic

organization which has gown from within  the heat of the socety and has
a revolutonary history; an organization which undersiood  that  the  Khomeini
regime ocoud not be overtromn  except trough amed stugde,  the principal
formofstruggle. ThepresenceofthePeople’sMojahedinintheNational
CouncilofResistanceguaranteestheCounci'snon-compromisewiththe

Khomeini regme. It also atiests 0 the fad that the NCRs a revoutionary
alemative, which Wl nat eoonde  issf D the muahs  regme =

InSeptember1983 theMojahedinannouncedtheiniewsonthe
autonomyoftheKurdswithintheframeworkofliran'steritorial
integyity. Subsequerty, in aleter o te Moahedn in the fal of
thatyear,theKDP SecretaryGeneraldescribedtheMojahedin’s
postion as ‘a cause of joy for members of the Democratic Paty and
al te peope of Ienan Kudsen” ¥ Heemphaszed that the poicy
‘I bevay eedve n rerfoayg te Naiod Coud o Ressace
as te oy democaic  aemaive” ® Subsequenty,  the  KDPpoltouro
alsopraisedtheMojahedin’sviews,adding:“Theannouncementof
these postions s afirm response to al those whodo not know the
Moghedn and thnk thet ther tak of Kurdish autonomy is tactcal
andthatthe Mojahedindonotbelieveinthe people’srightto
determinetheirowndestiny.” % [naninterviewwith Voice of
Kurdistan,December15,1983, Dr.Qassemlouacknowledged:“The
People’'sMojahedinOrganizationplayedaremarkableroleduring
thediscussionsandnegotiationsontheplan[fortheautonomyof
IranianKurdistan].itimadeatremendousefforttohavethisplan
ratiied nis peet om’ ¥

Severalmonthslater,inApril1984,theKDP,alongwiththe
Councdls oher members, sgned a dedaration sressing  that the NCR
wes the oy viebe democaic —atematve. It sad of the Counds
peace plan:

TheNationalCouncilofResistancewouldliketoonceagaindeclarethat
the measures taken o dae in suppot of peace (e. the meeing beween the
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NCRpresdent  and lrag's  vicepremier; defing  of apeace pan and effots
o hae it ratied N inematonal bodes, peace campags e kan,  cd
on soders o disobey Khomeinls  war directives, eave the fos and jon
the Ressnces foces;, adcal for ahat t© the bombadment of dies and
towns)arenotonlyendorsed, butpraiseworthy. TheNational Councilof

Resistance, as te only democratic  altemative in view of its progam and
that of the fuure govemment, wil in fure do anything in it power to
advance iis peace pan in te inerests  of the lranan  people.  The National
Cound of Resstance consdes aoonsstent defense of peace as patriolc,

progressive, and humanitarian.  *

Aong with other members of the Councl, the KDPalso signed a
declarationonSeptember28,1984,whichprovidesanunambiguous

response o the Stae Department  alegations today. The dedaration
reeds n pat

Theclaimthatthe Councilhasnoindependentexistenceandwhatdoes

edt s pindpaly ‘a puppet of the Moghed’ s not new. The monarchists,
Bani-Sadrandhisnewspaperhaveforsometimerepeatedthisclaim.Our

compatriots, however, shoud know of the Coundls  intemal  relaions  and
beawarethat: Firstly, despitealltheslanderbytheaforementioned

newspaper, the Cound has not madeany poliical decson to dae that it
hasnotmadepublic.Secondly,itwasBani-Sadrwhounjustlybenefited

fom an excepional  and advantageous posiion  in the Coundi. Bani-Sadr,
adhering to adoube stndad, wasthe Coundls presdent and at the same
timeneverfeltboundbyhissignaturetothe Council'sprogramand

ratifications. Rajavi  was criticized repeatedy by other Cound members
for the unusud  fexbily and spedal  consideration thet he had obseved n
respect © BaniSadr sice the Councls  fomation.  Nevertheless, Coundl
membesnever bt ter conidence h Regd Ravi never had any polical
negotiationswith Bani-SadraboutwhichhedidnotinformtheCouncil,
andtheCouncilnevermadeanydecisionsthatRajavididnotenact let

alone not counteract Therefore, daims of ‘personal  dealings’ by Rajvi
wih BaniSadr, athough they refed  the persondl  wishes of the pubishers
o BaiSad's pepe, ae oy ke @

Asthestrugglebecame prolonged, theKurdistanDemocratic
Paty began whspeing  about the legimacy  of negoieing  wih the
Khomeiniregime. Theissuewasfirstraisedthatsameyearwith
lbrahim  Zaker, then the Mojahedin's  representative in  Kurdistan.
Hewastoldprivately, iftheMojahedinwilguaranteethatthey
wil  overtrow  the regime within  six months, establishing the NCR
in power, wewl dsooinue  our negotations wih the regme for up
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o sx months. Otewise, wecannot stugge for 25 years”
Negotiaing ~ with the mulahs' regme was a blatant  violation of
the constitution of the National Cound of Ressiance.  The KDPhad
iseff  repeatedy emphasized that ‘e Councl must insist  on its
princples. Any infingement o deviaion  fom these princples wi
kad © the NCRs bss of aedhlly. Doudess the seodt D suooess
liesinrespectformutualcommitments,adherencetotheNCR'’s
accepted  principles, and endeavoing O put them b  pracice”  ©
ByOctober1983,theKhomeiniregime'ssuppressiveforceshad
diven the Kurdisan Democratic Paty out of is last fooholds in
the vilages ad regons onte wesem lranen  boder, fodg it
esabsh s bases onlag sol Shoe the Kudsan  Democetic  Paty
mosly rled onlcd Pesragg whose sohere of ady wes imied
totheareawhereintheylived (asopposedtoeducatedurban
combatants),thislossoftenitoryseverelyreducedtheParty’s
capabiiies and demordized its leadership, some of whombegan to
vew ter only souion  as recondiation wih te mulahs.
Kurdistan theKDP'sofficialorgan,firstreportedonthe
negotiations betveen the Paty and the Khomeini regime’'s agents in
September1984. ThepolicywasimmediatelycondemnedinanNCR
session. The NCR Presidentand anumber of Councilmembers
warmed Qassemlouagainstpursuingthepolicy, buttonoavail.
Finally,inastatementon November 3,1984, the Mojahedin
condemned the Partys acions and caled for ‘mual  adherence” 1
the“commonaobligations”setforth bythe National Councilof
Ressance.  “ Subsequenty,  the NCRPresdent and members did ther
umost to dissuade the Kurdistan Democratic Party from approaching
the regme. The keters aswel aste mnues of the sessons hed in
ths regad ae avakbe.
IntheNCR'ssessiononJanuary7,1985,“allofthemembers
attendingthesession,excepttheKurdistanDemocraticParty...
condemned  political negotiations wih the regime, descbed them as
corary 1o the sgned commimens © the Cound” “In tat sesson,
Rajavi addressed Qassemiou, the KDP's Secretary General, in front
of al members, saying that i, as Qassemiou had sated, the Party's
problem was a shotage of ams or funds, and that ths was why they
hadcavedintothemullahs,theMojahedinwerewilingtoshare
(Whatever they had). Immediatey  affewards, as agoodwil  gesture,
Rajavi ordered the Moahedn to gwe ther ownguns b Qassemlou’s
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paty. Toewmyoes shodk, Qessemiou it poned out thet  he wanied
adding that he prefered moneyto guns. Rajavi ordered that he be
providedwithamapofiranand100,000Frenchfrancs. “Several
days ler, the KDPrepreseniative in Fance addomedged  recedving
theassistance. Aweeklater, however,Qassemlousentthemoney
back,anditbecameamplyclearthatshortagesoffundsandarms

had been but an excuse, particularty since Qassemiou also demanded
hs ‘patys gt o ndependencd” 1 esebish oolads  and negoiiaie
withtheKhomeiniregime.

In a message on February 11, 1985, the NCRPresident addressed
theKDP, stating:“Isincerelyandmosthonestlyappealtothe
Kurdistan  Democraic Party to honor the sacifice of our nation's
martyrs,particulartytheKurdish Peshmarga, andannounce,inho
ucean  tBms, s dedson  not O resume any polical negotiations
withtheanti-humanenemyatpresentorinfuture.” “Mr.Rajavi
specified: 1 sncerely  hope that the Democratic Party wil makea
fm demn adbooot d poicd negiieios wih te kegimee
Khomeini regme.. and thereby provide for the elimination of is
differences fwih  the NCR]”

Unfortunately, the appeals were in van.  Fnaly, in Apd 1985,
ater sx months of fulle  negotiations wih the KDP, the National
Councilof Resistance unanimouslydecidedtoterminateits
cooperationwiththeKurdistanDemocraticParty,andexpelledit
fom the ooeliion onte bess ta te KDPs ‘polica negaiiations
wih the Khomeni regime, contradicing Afde 1d te Constiuion
of the National Councl of Ressance, are considered  a fundamental
violtion o te Couds edence,  nuliying s membershp n te
NCR.”

Significantly, Qassemiou never sought to leave the NCR, and dd
hs best b relan the benefis of membershp whie negotising with
theKhomeiniregime. Heknewwellthathewouldnotfindother
aliesliketheMojahedinorotherNCRmembers.

A PersiarHanguage buletin pubished abroad woe at te tme

Thisso-calledpolitburooftheKurdistanDemocraticPartywants...to

oetron  te Isamc  Repubic regme and beleves it 5 fule 0 negoiate
wih it and a the sametme sees such negotiations as usefu  and s wiing
o foego a  inenions of topping te regime. It seemstat the poituro
has forgoten it motto of “‘democracy for Iran, autonomy for Kurdistan”
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Whie tey petend t© speek fom aposion of srengh, despie losng  ther
bnds, there are numerus indications that the indinaion 0 negoiale  wih
theregimeactuallyemanatesfromtheweaknessovercomingtheKurdish

fightexs, uegqua n srengh and despaiing of achieving  amiiary  \vidow.
Thepolitburohasthereforeconcludedthatitmustallowforpolitical
negoiiations a any cost ®

AsattestedbytheminutesoftheNCRsessions,immediately
afterQassemlouwashimselfestablishedinlrag, herepeatedly
encouragedthe NCRPresidenttomovetothatcountry. Healso
persistenty asked the Moghedin to assassnate  Edis and Massoud
Barzani,brotherswhowereleadersofthelragiKurdsandatthe
timeresidingwestofTehran.Mr.Rajavivehementiyrejectedthe
proposals.  “WhileamemberoftheNCR,Qassemloucontinuously
aded fr moe and moe frence, miiay, tedmcd, pdc  rebions
andmedical supportfromthe Mojahedin. Fortheir part, the
MojahedindidnothaveanyqualmsabouthelpingtheKDPasmuch
as they oouid.

Someof the petinent  documents are avalable. Oreis sgned by
Dr.SadegSharafkandi,thentheParty' snumber-twoman, laterto
succeed Qassemiou as Secretary  General and, lke his predecessor,
to be assassnated by the Khomeini regime. Signing as Saeid Badal,
his nomde guere, on Aprl 15, 1984, Sharafkandi wrote:  “On behalf
of mycomrades in the leadershp and al members and supporters  of
te Kudstan Democraic Paty of Iran, particulaty the personnel
of the rado, | woud ke 1 edend mymost sincere  getiude o the
Peope's Moghedin  Ormganizaton  of Ian for two years of unrelenting
suppot  and cooperation” The saement s N rElerence © te lenghy
period duing which the “ant-democratic and sectarian” Mojahedin
broadcastthe KDP’sdailyradioprogram. 47 AsAbdollahHayaki,
known as Mamousta Abdolah  (he incumbent successor to the Party's
leadership)hadpointedoutinanOctober23,1933 lettertothe
Moghedin, ‘The Moghedin's rado westhe only possbe way for the
Paty to broadcast Voce of Kudsan” *

Most impotant  was the  poiitical suppot  the Moghedn  and ather
membersofthe NCR afforded the KDP vis-a-visthe Khomeini
regme’'s  malicous  poliical aiacks, ewen pior 0 te fomation of
theCouncil.InhisfirstspeechafterKhomeiniseizedpowerin
Februay 1979, M. Rav defended the rignls  of the peope of Irenn
Kurdistanandspokeoftheneedtoeliminatethedualoppression
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they endured. “ Later, despte the mullahs' harassment and violent
atacks, the Mojahedn, as the only natiorwide, Musim,  democratic
force,advocateddefenseofKurdishrightsonanationalscale.
Khomeini,whohadissueddeathdecreesfortheKurdishleaders,
wasenragedattheMojahedin'ssupportfortheKurdsandlashed
out a the omganization for spesking onther  behaff.
Obviously, thedifferencesbetweentheKurdistanDemocratic
Paty and the Natonal Cound of Ressance of Ian dd not as the
State Department has suggested, relate to ‘the lack of democracy”
withintheNCR, buttothe KDP'sdesiretocompromisewiththe
TehranregimeandtheNCR'sinsistenceontheneedtoestablish
democracyinlran. Justastoday, thedisputebetweenthe State
DepartmentandthelranianResistancerelatestotheissueof
negotiations wih ths ‘permanent feature” and the NCR'S insistence
on repadng  Khomenis  dicatorship wih a pluralisic democracy.
Sometme  later, Jall Gadani Secetary Generd of te faction
whichsplittomtheKDP, revealedthatanassociateofQassemiou
hadtoldhim:“Sometimeago,Qassemloureachedanagreementwith
the regme to oppose the Mojghedin” Sameod story. Opposiion to
theMojahedinandNationalCouncilofResistanceisapreludeto
compromiseandrapprochementwiththeKhomeiniregime. Forhis
pat, M. Ragvi td Qassemiou and his goup: 1 hope that the KDPs
dsendng isef  fom us wil  be limied, ad thet iis endeavos 1
negoiate  with the regme wil not prove hamful to the paty. Even
if the Paty oconinues to chum out sander aganst us, however, |
wil  connue to wish them wel, because | hope to never see ther
futureruined.” ©TheMojahedinalsoemphasizedthat negotiating
withtheregimewasbothfutleanddangerous,andwouldexpose
them © te mulahs  tenoists. Today, not ony Qaessemiou, but aso
hissuccessorasKDPSecretaryGeneralhavebeenassassinatedby
the Khomeini regime's agents, confiming, however regrettably, the
accracy of te lanan  Ressance’'s preddions.
TheNationalCouncilofResistancealsocondemnedthearmed
conflictbetweenthe KDPandKoumula(anotherlranianKurdish
goup) and ther  indisciminate saughter  of POWs,as wel as ther
vaious foms of edoing  odnay peode In s g Qassamious
sudden transformation ino a‘democrat’” upon his anval  in Europe
5 somewhat Starting.
TheKDP'sreconciliationandnegotiationswiththe Khomeini
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regime were accompanied by blatanty undemocratic  relations  within
the Paty, as Qassemous fomer fiends began reveding in sping
19838. Manyof the patys veteran  officials and weHaown  figures
opposed the poicy, ' as dd manyodnary  Kurdsh  people, who woe
kters © the NCRPesdent ®© ts efet

Qassemiou and his coleagues  gradualy  squeezed al  opponents
o of key posions n te pat. In 1987, Qessamou foced te Paty
Congess © supot afxed dae for the poitburo, desgnred N away
to predude oppostion o the negotiation poicy.  Consequenty, 15
membersoftheleadershipsplitoffandformedthe Kurdistan
Democraic  Paty of Iran-  Revolutonary Leadership.  This new party
stronglyopposedthepolicyofnegotiationswiththeregimeand
maintainedclosetieswiththeMojahedinandNationalCouncilof
Resstance.

In condsson, &t B mpotat  © noe tat Qessemlous  humiating
submissiontothemullahs'regimeseverelydamagedhisParty’s
pesige. Sl deaming o te regmes moderaton, afer the oease
fre in the larrag war he expressed  suprise  in an inenview with
theBBCthatnobodyfromtheregimewasinterestedintalkingto
the KDP. Ashortwhilelater,a Guards Corps commanderin
Kudisan sad nobody waes interested  in what he had o sel, but
hewanted, “hecanretumtothecradleofislamandbegranted

About Democracy

The State Departmentsuggeststhatthe National Councilof
ResistanceandtheMojahedinare"undemocratic’becauseoftheir
refusal  t fom a cosliion wih  historically ant-democratic forces
ted to te shah and Khomeini. The repot siates:  “Other  opposition
groupswhichneverbecamepartofthe Councilandwithwhomthe
NCReluses 0 assodae nndude  the monachsls,  noaby  te ranian
Constituiionalists ad the Hag of Feedom Omganzaon  of e, and
the man facions of the Peoples Fedayeen Guenilas” % The report
ao sas ‘ln anealy demonstaion o S intoerance for dissert,
the Mopghedin refused to alow the partcipation of the Liberation
movement(alsoknownastheFreedomParty),aprominentliberal
oppasitiongroup,” %8 andrefusedtoadmitthecommunist Tudeh. 5
The authors  of the repot  add ‘Other resstance groups were wary of
theMojahedin'sbrandofrevolutionarylslam. TheNationalFront
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(Mossadeg's  nationalist paty) rmised © jon te Cound because i
objectedtotheconceptofislamicgovemment TwootherManxist

oganizaons, whch smiady oeced © the migous  aged o the
Moghedns idedogy, a0 miused © jon” SAbief ook a te naue
adions  and poiiiical hsoy o tese goups, for whose eduson  te
StateDepartmentcastigatestheMojahedin,establishesthatthe
Department'srepresentationsaboutdemocraticconcemshavebeen

ks ten soee

The Freedom Movement

TheFreedomMovement,ledbyMehdiBazargan, thefirstprime
minser afer te fall of the shah, 5 one of the Saie Depatments
favoritegroups. Themovementisavowedlyloyaltothelslamic
Repubic regme, despte occasonal naggng at te mulahs. |t does
notseektoreplacethatregime,andconsidersitselfa‘loyal
opposiion” Ben ater the dat o massexecuios n 1981, te gowp
reterated s pedge of alegance. % Duing te execuions en masse
ofpolitical prisonersinsummer 1988, the FreedomMovement
emphasized that no members of the nationalist, popular  groups  had
been kiled. The pay's induson  or exdusion from the National
CouncilofResistance, whichbelievesthefundamentalistregime
should be replaced with a democratic  govemment, is, therefore, a
nonssLe.

Onmanyoccasions,Mr.Rajavicalledonthegrouptorenounce
s suppot for te regme ad ceese ading  as a poica il 1985
whenBazargantraveledtoGermany,Mr.Rajaviwrotetourgehim
nottoretumtolranandtocomplicityintheregime’scrimes. 57
Regretably, Bazargan and his cdeagues prefered  t connue  what
they themseMes descibed as ter ‘cowardy and teacherous i’
under the regme. Bazargan has since passed away. Afier his death,
Mr. Raav ocommented that Bazargan'® s poliical e wes a tesament
0 the ircfomabily o te mias regme Adecade ago, te kanen
Resstance's Leader tod him that he woud never beresored 1O power
uder the mulahs.  Fortunately, n te bt days of hs e, Bazagen
tesified o the Khomen regmes  inabily b elom In an inevew
with  Frankfurter Rundschau onJanuary 12,1995 , Bazargan
esimated the popular base of the mulahs regme at less than 5%,
addingthatthemullahs"wilcommitsomanyevideedsthatthey
pesh  becase o I
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Tudeh Party & Fedayeen Majority

ThelranianCommunistTudehPartywasformedin1942,during
the Soviet occupaton of notwestem  Iran duing the Second Word
War. The paty, from its inception, acted as a KGBproxy in Iran and
pursuedpaliciesdictatedbytheSoviets.Inthe1940s the Tudeh
attractedalargefollowinginlran’snorthernprovincesby
manipulating  the unfamiliarity of the populace wih is goas and
the special  intemational acumstances prevaiing a te tme. May
llanan  ammy oficers joned the Tudeh.
The Soveets  distrusted Dr. Mossadeg, obeding t© his oppostion
O spedd  pivieges for Moscowvin ks notem o feds. Toeing
theSovietline, the Tudehobstructed, opposedandattackedDr.
Mossadeg. In the afermath  of the 1953 coup tat reinsiaied the sheh,
theTudehwasalsosuppressed.Many Tudehmemberswerearrested;
d o ter aresed lkades eemdy oopeaed Uy wih te sheh
Many former Tudeh leaders later  became SAVAKand court  officials.
The Tudeh's tainted past undemmined s  credbiity among Iranians.
SomeTudehleaderswhohadsoughtsanctuaryinthe Soviet
Union and East Gemany, reumed to lran with the fal of the Shah
in 1979 and reestabished the paty apparatus.  Not surprisingly, in
bind obedience t Moscow, the Tudeh colaborated wih the mulahs
until1984,whentheywerearrestedbytheKhomeiniregime. The
partyadmittedtocooperatingwiththe Pasdaran againstthe
Mojahedinandotheropponents.lnsummerof1981,the Tudeh
Secretaty  General, Nooreddn  Kianou, issued anoutageous cal D
the French govemment to extradite Massoud Rajavi to the Khomeini
regime. Thepartysupportedthemassexecutionsof1981andwrote
in is newspaper that ‘Rapvi  and US.  imperigism” were responsbie
for the Wings. Aler te aress o 1984, and patodaly aler te
disiniegration o the Sovet Unon, te paty sipped o odivion
The Fedayeen Maoiy & afadon o te Omganzaion  of Peopes
Fedayeen Guerillas of ran. This MandstLeninist organization was
fomed in te lae 1960s and waged amed stuggle  against the shah.
After the fal of the monarchy, amajor spit occured in the group
ad afadon cding isef te Maoiy joned ranks wih the Tudeh
in1979. Thisgroupmimicked Tudehpoliciesand, muchlikethe
Tudeh, was died wih the regme unil the amest of s membersin
1984. The goups treachery  knew no bounds. Its members cooperated
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withKhomeini's Pasdaran intheinterrogationandtortureof

Mojahedin and other  political prisoners. % The Majoity  marched in
stepwiththe Tudeh, callingMojahedinpolicies"liberal”and
advantageoustoU.S.interests. Today, theregimeanditsallies
essentiallymakethemostoftheirhystericenmitytowardthe

Mojahedin.

TheNational Front

TheNationalFront,ledbyDr.MohammadMossadeq,wasformed
inthelate 1940s. ltwasapopularmovementwhichrepresented
different sedos  of ranian socely. After the shah wasrestored  in
1953, the National Font wes, for a pracical puposes,  dissolved.
In the 1960s, duing Kennedys presidency, te Second National FHort
wasfounded,butitsactiviiescametoendwiththecrackdownin
thewinterandspringof1963.Dr.Mossadegneverendorsedthe
Second Natonal Font fom his homein exde. After 1963 the Thid
National Fot wesfomed abwed, et & 1o, wesrgpdy  dsmanted

Inthewakeoftheshah'soverthrow,Dr.Mossadeq'sfollowers
founded the National Democraic Font in 1979. The NDFis presenty
amemberoftheNCR.

In recent years, vaious indviduals in Europe have occasionaly
announcedtheformationofthe“NationalFront."Mosthavebeen
linkedtotheregime. One,AhmadAnvari,putoutapublication,
Jebheyre Mebon |, fr sometime in London. The publication, devoed
to opposing the Mojahedin, washalted in 1991, and Anvari retumed
to Iran, where he dosely ocooperates with the derical regme. The
regime has on occason  also  misappropriated the namedf the National
Fot to issue satements against the lranian Resistance. A recent
incdent invoved saements  issued in Washingon, DC, against  the
JulymarchinsupportoftheNCR'sPresident-elect. Inreality,
honvever, tday tere s nosuch goup as te Naional Fot”  Pethaps
the State Departmentcan provide anorganizationaladdress

ff te Depatment s usng te tem ‘Nafonal Fon’ N reference
toMr.KarimSanjabi,thefirstforeignministeroftheKhomeini
regme and aleader of the Second Natonal Fort, i shoud be ponied
out that in his memoirs, published in 1989, Sanjghi specfied  that
“TheNationalFrontnowlacksanyorganizationalstructure”and
‘the  publications preseny put out under the nameof the National
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Fot.  ae not ofica ogans”  Sanghl  added tat he had leamed
muchtohisregretthatsomemembersoftheNational Fronthad
“opportunistically o to eam alvng” tmed to Shapour Bakhtiar

The auhos  can rest assued thet nohing s ket of the Natona
Font but its name. A codliion cannot extend membership to a non-
eniy. Ayquesions in tis regad can berefered 0 Sanigh,  now
N yeas of age ad aresident of the US.

Inhismemoirs, Sanjabihaswrittenthatoneofhispointsof
departurewiththeMojahedinwasthelatter'sacceptanceofthe
KurdistanDemocraticPartyandmembershipofDr. Qassemlouin
theNCR.Wheredidthe KDPand Qassemlougettheright,”he
asks,"todemandautonomyonbehalfofthepeopleofKurdistan?” s
Sanighi  adds: ‘Qassemiou and his gang, ke the Koumula, are realy
SECESSONSS adae Inked t the poides of foreigners. They wart
o cover wther tue naure”

Despte his dfferences  wih the Moghedn, Sanghi says in his
book

The stugge  and sacriices of the Moghedn against the despoic,  ignorant

and anti-Hranian regme of the mulahs are irefuiable... And one cannot

denythefactthattheheroicoperationsofthosemenandwomenwhotied

bombs aound  ther  waiss  and  saaiiiced ter s ®© eimnae te bood

thirstyenemyareamazingmanifestationsofbraveryandofthehistoric

ressiance  of tis naion against oppresson and injustce. The Mojghedin

havesacrificedtheirivesmorethananyothergroup. Thousandsofthem

havebeenexecuted,andthousandsmorearesufferingundertorturein

prisons.Nomovementandnoorganizationwhichstrugglesagainstthe

mulahs  despoic  regime can and must not ever ignore  the tremendous  impact

o ter  sugge  *

Monarchists

Asfar as te monadhisls  ae concemed, dams of ther  exsence

in ean are farcoca For al pracical puposes, tey are an exinct

specieswithinlran. Thereisnotoneinstanceofactivitybya

monarchistgroupinsidelranthatwouldsupportthenotionthat

they have somesot of suppot or even acualy exist
Amonglraniansabroad, thereareanumberof ‘organizations”

and individuals who profess  suppot  for  the monarchy. They do not,

however,representanyoneoranythingbutthemselvesandtheir

“organizations,”usuallyamerepostofficeboxaddressoran
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amsneing sence.  Essentialy, ther only admiy, a te behest of
ther  benefacors, 5 O ssue saemens opposng the Moghedn, for
useinbrandingtheNational CouncilofResistanceoflranas
“undemocratic.” &
fomer members of the shah's regime, and are therefore  implicated
n tat regmes aimes, espedaly duig 8 bt Syeas Thee ae
thesamepeoplewhowereoustedfromiranbytheentiretyofthe
lenian  nation, adter rem © power n lan s about askey as
the reum of monardy b Fance Al polica ad ehicd  pincpes
asde, it s ocommonsense that unon wih such nooious  forces  would
onlydisgracetheMojahedinandNCR,andserveasapropaganda
windfal  for the regme, which would promptly label the Mojahedin
as suppoters  of e reum  of monady O Ilan. I such diances are
a gauge of democracy, wewould rather leave them to these people’s
advocatesinthe StateDepartment

For instance, one of the groups mentoned in the repot is the
FlagofFreedom. Previouslythe State Departmentreferredtothe
groupasthe CampaignforDemocracyandHumanRightsiniran. 61
ThegroupisheadedbyManouchehrGanji,aformerministeruntil
the fnal days of the shah's regime. Ganj was also a hightanking
offical of the SAVAK Duing his sudes abmad, he wes responsble
for  sunvelance o goposion Sudent  adiiies. In the 1970s, he wes
head of the Colege of Lawat Tehran Universiy, apost from which
he was ousted by sudents for his ivovement  wih the shahs  secret
pie

AnothergroupmentionedisthelranianConstitutionalists.
Accodng o the goups handd  of members, it hes never taken shape
Mehrdad Khonsar, refered 1t as is spokesman, has said:  “We never
succeededinbringingtogetherallofthedifferentmonarchist
endences. It s ovious nowta tis 5 much moe dificut than we
hadthought,andldon’tthinkitwilhappenanytimeinthenear
u]e.” 62

Indeed, any knomedgeable Iran obsenver cannot but regard this
pat o te repot IS qiidems and kessons  on demotracy,  as utiery
ridiculous. In the wods of te Leader of the Ianan Ressance, te
best yardsick  for evaluaing the democratic nature of a movement
s the extent t which it has put up afght aganst ddatorship and
te degee © whch t 5 wing © sagiice  for democary. ff tat
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the case, te Moghedn have passed and repassed ther st for three
decages.

The Cruxofthe Matter

TheNationalCouncilofResistanceoflranwelcomesdiverse
poiitical vews and iis doos are open b al democraic  forces.  The
NCR'sprogramrepresentsthecommondenominatorofthepolitical
agendas of s members. Any prospecive membercan jon  the Coundl
by acceping s program. This does not necessarly meanthat they
must fogo ther  own poliical o idedogcal peferences. Al ae free
toholdtheirownviews, eveniftheydifferromthosecfother
members, indudng  the Mojghedn. Al can srive to add iems from
theiragendastothe Council'splatformbyparticipatinginthe
democratic  process recognzed in the Coundl.  The groups mentoned
by the State Department, howewver, have no recod of beleving in or
abding by democratic  princples. The NCRnas never cooperated  with
them, nor is there any reason © beliee it wl dosoin te fure
Anycooperationwithsuchgroupsviolatesthe NCR'sfounding
principles ad iis god to end dictorship and esebish  democracy
in Iran. Oneof the pimary reasons for the Coundls  endurance and
iy  Visaws the mulahs  reigous, terrorist dicistorship 5 the
nssence onthese vay  princples adte s © on ks wih
such groups.

Afier 10 years of animosty and the sameod accusafons — against
theMojahedinandNCR, the State Departmenthasnothingnewto
add o s accusaions - an admisson  of the NCR's non-colaboration
withsuchgroups. TheDepartmentfurtheradmitsthattheNCRwas
initaly a‘bona fide oodliion’ conssing  of ‘many elements  of the
Iranianopposition.” Inpreviouscommunicationsaswell,the
Depatment  has confrmed  that “The NCRdid, a is  incepion, indude
adexe m@ge o leen gpodon goys’ Theeoe, hn d fanes
t must besad tat if the absence of such goups dd nat prevent the
Depatment from assessng the NCRas a bona fide  coaliion then, it
soud o,  logcaly, be afador now. Wecan oy condude,  therefore,
that such exauses noware inended t futher apoicy so disgracelul
that the Depatment hesiates to comeout wih it

The Khomeni regime s at iis lowest pont, engufed in economic
and sodal aises.  Comupion s rampant The problem of succession
n te ’igos  kadasp 5 iresovabe geding deep s N te
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higherechelonsanddesertionsamongtheranksofthevery
supportersuponwhomtheregimereliesforsuppression. Public
dsooiet 5 onte e Ralsanpn hes faled, despe Wesem  hopes
to the contrary. Even many “moderaion”  theorists in the West have
admited that ahead les only deepening cises. Onthe other hand,
regadess of the Siale  Depatments  alegaiions, tee s no saious
contenderforpoweriniranotherthanthe National Councilof
Ressance. Preassy  because tere s such an aemaive, a o te
rgMes pobems quddy tum inb  poiical ssues tat thregen s
existence.  Therefore, the lranian Resistance has a greater chance
than ever befoe of esiabishing democracy in Ilan. This does not st
gt wih the holdouts for lrangate and supporters  of essentialy
the samepoicy that resuted in the 1953 coup.
Theunrealisticinflationofpersonsandgroupsthathaveno
chance in lan s but a propaganda ploy t©0 weaken the resistance. it
is, moreover, futle, because the drcumstances in lran today are
differert fom those of 1953. The Depatment s ladvised o pusue
aire whch wvi kad D yet aoher pocy e n len
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Popular Base

The State Department report  alleges that the Maoahedin  and Iranian
Ressance bk popdaly andasocd bese Whie oy te eedoaie
can best gauge the populaity o apeson o a poiica oganization,
the prevaing rpesson h len eminaies  the posshily o avaid
pudc  opnon pdl
In aletter to Rep. Lee Hamiton in 1984, the State Department
acknomedged that between 1979 and 1981, before the imposiion  of
“The Moghedn ralies  afraced  hundreds of thousands of people” 1
The Department also noted that the Mojghedn were the only “group
wih enough firstround voes t© quaify canddates for the runoff
Rajavi and Khiabani seemed assured of winning..” In his book, The
IranianMojahedin ,Ervand Abrahamianwrites:“TheMojahedin
candidates  won enough votes to fighten  the IRP [ISlamic  Republic
Party, closelytiedto Khomeini]. Theydid sowellinsome
oonsiiLences. tet te bcd adhoiies hed © dose donnte voing
pds onte vy b dy of te éedons D peet ter  \vdoy. in
the povinces as awhoe, the Moahedin odleted  as many as 906480
votes,yetwonnoseats. ThelRP,ontheotherhand,obtainedno
more than 1617422 woes, and yet wonover half the ninety-six seats
filedinthefirstround.” 2Thestrongshowingwasespecially
sgnificant n gt o the ad ta ‘Khomen trew the whde weght
ofhischarismabehindtheclergy,”andpubliclyattackedthe
MojahedininhisNewYear'sspeech,coiningthesiogan“A monafeq
[Mojghed] is more dangerous than a kafer  [nonbeliever]” 3
Ater the frst  round of the elections, the Mojghedn  publiczed
numerous documents, reveaing that in Telvan adone the balot  boxes
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hed been sufed wih haf amilon voes n favor of te ning IRP
canddates, someamving a the electora monitofing  headquarters
fon ore o 15days ater te we.  Yet even the ngged resus  showed
thet in Tetvan, one in for woers had cast ter balos for Massoud
Rajad. In oher diies, the announced figures shoud have gven the
Mojahedinatotalof35seats(relativetothelslamicRepublican

Paty), but Khomeini dd not alow even one memberof the Moahedin
D beceoed D e Mg . Acodng © te diicely decbed  foues
the 25 represeraives fom the ning paty eleded i oher dies
had atotal of 506673 wvots, Mr. Raavi receved 531943 wotes in
Tehran.WhentheMojahedincalledfornewelectionsinTehran,
Khomeini'sRevolutionaryCouncilappointedashamcommissionto

Betweenthetwoelectionroundsin1980, LeMonde wrote:

With his educaonal  ledures and his youth (only 32 yeas od), M. Rajavi
has alage  foloning. His - political ries in te capil and oher dies

afract  cronmds of 100000, 200000 and sometmes 300000 people. His fame
s nohing new. In 1971, dwing his tial just before the magniicent 2500
year celebrations at Persepois, he ad the oher cenral  commitee members
of the Moghedn condemned the dictatorship and despoism of the monarchic
regme wih adeady ocouage. Hewas sentenced to death, but an excepiona

campaignonhisbehalfwasundertakenwordwide. Amnestyintemational,

different European humanrights  organizations, associations of jurists,

French  poliiical figures  such as FHancols Miterand ~ and President  Georges
Pompidou asked the shah for demency. Six months later, the shah gave in
andcommutedhisdeathsentencetolifeimprisonment. ButuntilJanuary

1979, two weeks before the regime's colapse,  he undewent the most brutal
foms o ore 4

Commentingontheriggedelections, LeMonde adds:

Onthe basis of documents, the Mojahedinrepeatedly exposedthe

ireguiiiies, pessues, gy and bruslies tet @ned te i oud
of elecions. Some2500 of ther suppotes  were inured, 50 seriously, in
atads by amed hezbolshi bands duing  eedion  ralies. The edions ~ were
held in the shadow of the Idlamic  pasdaran's  weaponry...

Moghedn  representaives whotied © compan a te poing  Saions,
were tromn out, beaten and even arested.... As for the Moghedin request
thet Tehran's eecion resuts be dedared nul and vod, the Revoutionary
Councl has designated a commission t look into the matter and prepare a
repot N amonth. Rav says that it woud be ‘regretiable if the Majs
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dd not refec  te popdar wi  Wehae payed the democaic  gamefaily,
because weconsider ourseMes  as suppoters of coexistence among different
poliical tendencies... Amonopolized pariament  wil only aggravate our
differences and enguf our county in an omnous tmol”  °

Duringthepresidentialelections,Khomeiniissuedafatwa,
veoing Rajavis candidacy because he had boycotted the velayate
fagh  consiitutional referendum.  To prevent  an outbreak  of dashes,
Mr. Rajavi withdrew,  inspiing even Khomein, accordng 1 his son,
b pase hs nobiy and gacousness. Le Moewoe n ts regad

...Accordingtodiverseestimates, hadlmamKhomeininotvetoedhis

canddacy n the presidental decion  last Januay, M. Rajav, woud have
ooten severd miion woes. Hewes, moreover, assued of te suppot  of the
reigious and ethnic  minoriies - whose fights  to equalty and autonomy he
defended - and a good pat of the female wvote, who seek emancpaton, and
te young whotody et te ‘eedoray  deyl.  °

WhenRajavisubsequentlyraninthepariamentaryelections,

a  polica pates adgops edng a te e eoxt te ning
paty, endosed his canddecy. Duing te secod sage, hs supporters
includedthenationalists,ethnicandreligiousminorities, the

communists, large sectionsofthebazaar,andmanywriters,
intellectualsandacademics.EvenPrimeMinisterMehdiBazargan

issued astatement caling onwvoters to endorse Massoud Rajavi, as
the ‘representative o an enthusiasic segment of faithful youth” 7

AsthePresidentAbolHassanBani-Sadracknowledged,onthe
bess of anopnon pd ©en byhs dice Rad weste most popuer
caxidae for the vicepresidency, wih 38%. Other poliical figures,
such as MohammadHossein Beheshti, the leader of the ning pary,
were the choice of no more than 10%of those polied.

As for the Mojahedin's influence in the bazaar, oconsidered the
tracitional bese of suppot for the mulahs,  suficenty eing ae
themanybusinessmenwhosenamesappearinthelistofexecution
vdims  of the Khomeni regme. Khomeini regliated harshly  against
the bezaar for s exensve finandal and poitical backing of the
Mojghedin. For example, the daly FEelaat wrote in October 1981
that“15majorbazaarmerchantswerearrestedinconnectionwith
theMojahedin.”Amongthoseexecutedwere HajHossein Tehrani
Kia,HajAttaMahmoudian,AliAsgharZehtabchi, AhmadJavaherian
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and HassanAli Safai, al highly respected in the Tehran bazaar.
Hundredsmorefromthe Tehranbazaarandotherciiesareonthe

B o te mays
Thus, as long as peacefl  polical adiiy wes a posshity, the
Mojahedin  were Iran's  maost popular  poliical organization. it is

importanttorecallthatduringthisera, Khomeiniwasnotyet

recognized as the despcabe  fgue hes tday, nor hed the Moghedn
yet paid so heaw apice to lberate  ther homeland, inspring the
tut o ther peope Dexple severe restidions onther freedom of
acon, the Mopghedin's popular base gew at arae adaming o the
mulahs, as admonedged by the Depatment of Sate and is  sources.

The Departments  urwilingness to acknomedge ewven those fadts
o which t pevousy susobed & patadaly unceting. Insteed,
it avdy sets about proving is holow hypothesis.  The Mojahedin
ae upopdar, weae asked D bdeve, becarse te Ressances  fooes
arebasedinlrag,andbecausetheMojahedinandNCRsoughtan
endtokhomeini'swar.Animportantpointgetslostinthe State
Department'sshuffie. Theoverwhelmingmajorityofthelranian
peope were opposed to Khomenis  beligerence duing the IrarHrag
confict Afer the wihdawal of g foces n June 1982 thee wes
no jstisbie reeson for oconnung  hodliies. For s reason, fom
theoutset, thepublicsupportedtheMojahedinandNCR’sdemand
for peace and efiots 0 end the devestation. M. Ragadis mowet te
Iran-Iragfrontierwasalsoawelcomestep. Inadditiontothe
thousands  of patrioic youhs whojoned the Resstance fores, many
amy oficers and sodes a0 deseted Khomeils ranks © jon  te
NationalL iberationAmyafiran.Intheensuingbattiesagainst
Khomeiis forces, more llanan  miitary personel  deseted  en masse
and cooperated  wih Resstance  foces onthe fed  Soon the pasdaan
were the only force that fought the Mohedin.

The hypothesis is al the more feeble six years after Khomeini
quafed what he desabed as the ‘posonous  ddice  of the ceasdiie”
ad fve yeas ater heded Theregmes ouret leaders,  induding
KhameneiandRafsanjani,haveacknowledgedtheastronomicalcost
of the unpatriotic war, and have persistently ied to expand ther
rhions wih g pevousy  desobed  &s ‘e nidd”

ff te Moghedns pesence n kg were so dsoeding, t 5 oly
commonsensethattheregimewouldplayitup,andcertainlynot
trytoundermineit. Onthecontrary, Tehranhasdoneeverything
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posshle to have te Moghedin ousted from lrag and restict their
freedomofaction. ltiscommonknowledgethatthemullahsfirst
formallyannounceddemandonthegovernmentofirag,aswellas
te i+ oodion  tey set onnomaizng rebions  wih that  county,
istheMaojahedin’sexpulsion. Atthesametime, theMojahedin’s
pesence n kg 5 waydomnte B o te regmes gievaes  aganst
the organization in its propaganda barages. The charge is realy
directedatanintemationalaudiencetotamishtheimageofthe
Resistanceabroad. ltisbutoneaspectoftheregime’shidto
inlragtotheResistance’sdetriment. Foritspart, thelraqi
governmenthascorrectystatedthattheMojahedinareequally
pesent in wesem counties. @

TheNCR peacepolicywasvindicatedwhenKhomeiniatlast
suocumbed D a ceasedie, aler eght yeas of destudion and natordl
debiitation. Support for the NCRrose dramatically. The regime’s
subsequent dedings wih Irag and atempts o improve tes  further
discreditthe State Department'stheory. Atthesametime, the
podny o te Ressacds fotes D lanen  feniay, esbing  them
tomakeadecisivemove, ishearteningforlranians,whichiswhy
the regme has been Eling s suppotes  for te past year that the
Moghedn no longer have a sgnificant foce in lag, that most have
goneabroadandonly600remain.

Certaincircleswithinthe State Departmentneedtoportray
Khomeinls wamongeing as accepiable,  despie  the lranan  people's
inclinations, United Nationsresolutions,and measuresby
intemational oganzations and soceties, so tat they can condude
onthet holow bass tat the Moghedn lost ther populaity  due 0
theirpeace campaignandthe presence of Mr.Rajaviandthe
Resstance's  mitary amaong the lladrag  fonter. Accoding o
aReurs dspaich from Washingon, however, the recent Scud missie
atack and fareup  of hostites betveen the Mopghedn  and Iran's
ruers  ‘indicates that Tehran does not share that view” ° Beyond al
ts dwe te and n Pas o Ms MayamRagd, te Ressances
presdent-eledt, the Moghedn's  popuiarty 5 nolonger a sue

ATestofPopularity

Assessinganybody'spopularityunderKhomeini'sreligious
wany 8 noeasy task Orerdidbe  indicator s that in the bt 14
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years, over 100000 people have been executed and a greater  number
imprisonedonpoltticalcharges. Theoverwhelmingmajoritywere
membersorsympathizersofthe Mojahedin. Despitethisbrutal
suppresson, tere s noquesion tat te Moghedn are today Iran's
Katzmanofthe CongressionalResearch Servicewrites: “Most
observersacknomedgethatPMOlisthemostactiveandeffective
Iranianoppasitiongroup,andstatementsfromiraniancfficials
ugoest tat tey ae genundy  concemed about the goups  capebity
o fan domesic unrest” ¥
Theregime'spropagandaisalsoatelingsign. Despitethe
mushs  efols  © esabish tat te Moghedn ae fished 1 len,
evenyday redles reveal that the organization has many supporters
troughout the county. This has compeled the regme t admowedge
te Maoghednis  popuiady, despie  an ofical poy o not menfonng
ther name. In Juy 1994, ofiicals announced that in one threeweek
period,theregime’snewsagency,IRNA, hadpublished300anti-
Mojahedin  news reports  and analyses.  This number does not include
the hundreds of artides and news reports  Tehran's  dalies  publish
domestically against the Moghedn and lranian  Resistance.
The auhos  of the repot have faled 1t eqlain  howthe regimes
onthe Ressance’'s  bases dong te ladag  frontier are indicaive
of the Resistance's  unpopulary. Whydoes the regime risk breaking
intemational lws O get a a dsoedied foce thet 5 not a‘viebe
atemative” in Ian? Rather than addressng any of these questons,
the State Deparfment grudgingy dings to a ridiculous reasoning,
claimingthatthe regime’swidespreadpropagandaagainstthe

Moghedn s due b the organization's unpopuiarity.

Straightfromthe Horse’sMouth

Abhuge poest by 200000 pecpe euped i te industial dy of
QazvinonAugust3,1994. Theregimeimmediatelyidentifiedthe
Mojahedn as the demonstration’s oganizers, 2 and the authorties
andthe mediawarned ofthe growinginfluence of Mojahedin
sympathizersoneventsiniran. Shortlythereafter,asimilar
demonstraion  rocked Qaemshahr, ® nothem  Ian, in proest o the
execuion of a Moghedin  supporter.

In Aprl 1992, the statetun  newspaper Ressaaf woe that  the

194



PopularBase

Mojghedn had oganzed the demonstaion in Shiraz, * which Agence
France Presse descibed as the “argest  demonstation  of the last
decade.” *InSpring1992,Mashad(lran'ssecondlargestcityand
homeoftheHolyShrineoftheeighthShiitelmam)erupted. The
pubics  rage was directed at govemment institutions. The city's
mayortoldthelocalpressthattheMojahedinhadparticipatedin
the proest in “an omanzed manner” A joumalist for the Briish
weekly Economist wasamongthosedetainedandinterrogated, for
10hours.Shewrote:“ThequestionsconcentratedonthePeople’s
Muighideen... Before ths inodent it had madesense t be skepical
of the Mujghideen's dams that they were behind the disturbances
N saed lenen dies n te past moth The amys  sensiy on
the matter has nowaroused abit of doubt” v

InJune1992, Rafsanjanipubliclyreiteratedtheextensive
presenceoftheopposition: WWedohaveenemies,bothinsideand
ousice the county.. Our enemy is oganzed abroad, and the [wol
are n contact wih each other. They are spread out in the sodely,
they are everywhere” ¥

Most Iran observers note that Mojahedin membersand
sympathizers are te man tagets  of lans  inemad  seamy  forces
Sate Depatment  dfidals ae, o ooue, wd awae o ts ad hae
acknowledgeditintheirannualhumanrightsreports.\Whensucha
resstance  not only sunives,  but manages to expand, does that not

if, asthe State Depatment contends, al the above indicators
are not suficent o confim abroad base of popuar suppot for the
Resstance,  then wemust logicaly condude that the lranian  peope
suppot  ther  oppressors,  one of the wodds  most aiminal  regimes.
Pehaps tis s preasely  the conduson  intended by the authos  of
the repot It has been impied, rather than sated, because of the
regme’'s  disrepute. if this is not the case, then wechdlenge the
Departmenttosubstantiateitsunfoundedclaims. Howhasit
managed to pol the lranian people for their views? The Department
has avery poor record in readng events in lIran. Rememberthat as
the shah uched onte bink Ameican foregn poicy  confidenty -
and notoriously - conduded that there was no serious opposiion  to
themonarch,andthathewouldnotbeoverthrown.  Alithisgood
newscamefromtrustedfriendsintheshah’'sSAVAK.

The October 1993 announcement of Mrs. RajaMs anva  in Paris
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set the mulshs nb  hyskerics. Retgliatory ads induwded tenorst

attacksontheFrenchembassyandAirFranceofficeinTehran. 2

Sl  another  indication of popuar suppot for the Resstance was

thecampaigniniranofnationalsolidaritywithPresident-elect

Maryam Rajavi, and simultaneous  demonstrations in 16 ciies  of the

worldinJuly 1994. Hundreds ofthousands ofbrochureswere

distributedthroughoutlraninsupportofMrs. Rajaviandthe

National Cound of Resstance. Abroad, 50000 lenans raied  for

Mrs.Rajavinmeetingsanddemonstrations. Thesegatheringsof

20000 lanans in Bonn, 3000 in Washington, 3000 in Los Angekes,

5,000inStockholm,and6,000in The Hague (halfthelranians

resdng in The Netherdands)  are resliies that cannot be ignored. %

Followingtheannouncementoftheproposedcampaigniniranand

aboad, the regme's Foreign Minister twice summonedthe diplomatic

cops n len b wan tem aganst  pemiting NCRaciviies in ther

countries. In an offical pea to France, Tehran demanded that the

Ressance's Juy 21 soidaiy ooncet i Pas  be baned, 2 and asked

theU.K.torevokeitspermitforthe Londonmarch. % Theregime

aso vehementy proested adssdent rado program in Briin, and

has repeatedy uged the Biish  govemment to ban the broadcast 2

InSeptember-October1994,theResistanceagainiaunchedamajor

campagn n an, aweek of soidaity wth lanan schod chiden %
Whenal s sad and done, f the Sae Depatment raly  beleves

theMojahedinlackpopularsupport,thenitshouldprovidean

e@anaion o the above fads.

International Support

Since1981,theMojahedinandNational CouncilofResistance
haveceaselesslyendeavoredtoraise publicawarenessofthe
Khomeini regime’s cimes against the lranian people, and provided
informationtopariamentsandintemationalorganizations. They
have argued wih comnvidion  that the medeval regme in lran  should
notbesupported. Earlyon, Resistanceactivistsincountries
troughout the world established  tes with members of parfiament,
plicd  dylaes ok Bor uls st repesTEhes
mayos, e, ®© infom them of the regime's caimes and introduce  the
Natonal Councl of Resistance.  Soon, North American and European
politiciansextendedvaluablesupporttothe Council. Scoresof
pariamentarians and poiiical dignitaries met wih Mr. Rajavi in
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Pais, dedaing ther suppot for the Iranan Resistance.  Envand
AbrahamianreferstoMr. Rajavi'smeetingsandthe Council’s
intemational humanrights  assodations; o specal heaings of the
United Nations;, and to the annual meetings of such vaied poliical
oganzatons as te Sodalst Inemationdl, the Bish  Labour Paty,
the Brtish  Lberal Paty, the Gemman Chrisian  Democraic  Party,
theltalianCommunistParty, the ltalian ChristianDemocratic
Paty.” 2 M. Raavi acceped someof the inviations, where he met
wih paty leaders and govemment officals.
Mr.Abrahamianalsonotesthemanyannouncementsofsupport
for the lanen Resslance, wing  ‘Ore pefion  against  the blood
tisty medevd regme, crouiated in Euope and the Unted States
in mid1983, got the endorsement of some 1,700 polticians, labour
organizersanduniversityprofessors,includingMaximeRodinson,
Eric Hobsbawm, and Charles Tily.  Another petition, circulated in
fity-seven difierert couties n ealy 1986, ddaned the Sgnatues
of oer 5000 pbic fgues, indwdng 3300 peremenialy  deputes,
manyoftheminBritain, France, Italy, Sweden,Holland, West
Germany,andindia.” Z Thislastpetiionwasinsupportofthe
National Coundl of Resstance's  peace poicy - the samepoicy the
Sate Department repot  assaled  as unpopuiar  wih  franians  because
of ter opposton  © peace and ter perogpion  of the Maoahedn as
linkedtolrag. Thepetitionattestedtotheglobalawarenessof
Khomenis wamongering and the lranian  peope's  suppot for  peace.
SupportfortheNational CouncilofResistancehaspickedup
paceinrecentyears.Over1,500pariamentarianssupportedthe
Councl as the only democraic — aftemative to the Khomeini regime
in awordwide  iniiaive in 1992. The parfamentarians sressed  in
ther Satement ‘Nealy thee yeas afier Khomenls death, te myh
ofmoderationhascometoanend. Thespreadofactsofprotestin
Ien and the ovewheming boyoot of the regmes eedon  face  upon
the cal by the lanan Resistance, demands greater  intemational
atenon  and suppot for the democratic  allemative, the National
Cound of Resslance” 2
AUS. House of Representatives majoity  dedared:  “Bxperience
wihin lans peope ae te best impedment to the lanan  regime’s
abuse of popular reigious seniments. Hence, this ressance s the
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solutiontothe phenomenonoffanaticfundamentalism.Weare

corvinced that suppot for the National Councl of Resstance wil

contributetotheachievementofpeaceandstabilityforallthe

coutes  of the regon” ®
INOctober1992,sixty-twoU.S.Senatorsannouncedinajoint

Statement

Resolutionsbythe U.N.HumanRights Subcommissionandthe European
Pafament  depoed the connung  incease i tenorist achiviles against
dssdents  aboad, indudng  te faled pot N December 1991 o assassiate
Mr. Massoud Rajavi, Presdent of the Naiond Cound of Ressane of Iran
OnApil 5 1992, the Rafsanani govemment alamed at te spread of
popuir poess,  aussed  niemationdl borders  in vioktion o inemational
law to bombard an opposiion  base in another bd to kil the opposiion's
leaders.. Weare covinced  thet te tme has comefor te free wold © jon
together against the humannghts abuses of te lanan regime. Recenty, a
majorityofthemembersoftheU.S.HouseofRepresentatives,and1,300
pariamentariansfrom19othercountriesissuedstatementscondemning
the violations of humannghts in Ian and suppoing  the lranian  people’s
Resistance. ¥

ThesedistinguishedmembersofCongresscertainlywerenot
totheextremestowhichsomelrangateholdoutsinthe Department
went o dssuade members of Congress fom endosing the  iniiatives.
Ohviously,theireffortsfailed, despitesevenyearsofnegative
statementsfromthe DepartmentabouttheMojahedin. Thatsaysa
lotaboutthecredibilityoftheallegationsagainstthelranian
ResistanceamongU.S.lawmakers,whoseethe StateDepartment's
poicy onte Moghedn as “‘nappropriate.”

Inspiteofthe State Departmentclaims, todaythe National
Councl of Resstance is widely recognzed in the woidd as the only
viebe democaic  alematve o the Khomen regme in len. Cound
membersregularly meetwith Europeangovernmentofficials
recogizing  te lanan  Ressance, for an exdange of viens on recent
developmentsinlran. Theseexchangeshavecontributedtomutual
understanding. 3! Simultaneously,the Councilisintouchwith
govemmentsintheMiddieEastandwithotherlslamiccountries,
amongwhomithasfound considerable understanding ofthe
Khomeiniregime'sterroristandfundamentalistnatureandthe
Ressance's goas. In revenng  te Counds  nemational backing,
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the State Departmenthasonceagaindistortedthefacts, bynot
mentioningthisbroadsupport,specificallyoftheCongressional

mejoiy,  and alegng et te Moghedn are oy suppoted by g
Documentspertainingtothematterhavealwaysbeenavailableto

the Stte Depatment Pehaps tere s adesgn to tis pretense of
ignorance.  Howelse to misrepresent a movement with  long-standing
credibity oy afew steets away on Captdl Hil, and in European
andMiddleEastercapitals?Howelsetoconsciouslycourtthe

mullahs?

What'satlssue?

Fnaly, weoomed the real ssuee Whats the Sate  Depatments
problem with the Mojahedin? If the Resistance tuly lacks popular
sppot, B ‘ot aviebe  aemative) 5 ‘a meedd’ b “shund
by maost Iranians,” has been discredited among poliicians and the
Tehran regime s “aware of [is]  unpopularity,” what possble  threat
can it pose b anyone?

Sowhydothemullahssodesperatelyseekitsdestruction,
domestically and intemationally? In aconvoued twis, the State
Departmentclaimsthattheregimeconductsitsbarrageofant-
Mojahedinpropagandanoctbecausetheyarepopular,butbecause
they ae unpopuar, suggesing tat this provides the regime wih a
means of  discrediing is opporerts. Benif weacep this teay for
Ian, then howto expain the regme's hysterical obsesson  wih the
MojahedinandNCRinternationally? TheMojahedinandNational
CouncilofResistancearealwaysontheagendainanydiplomatic
contactbytheregime. Theyareblastedineveryspeechin
intemational bodes, and in al witen communicaions with these
organizations. fwebelievethe StateDepartment'sreport the
Mojahedin and Councl have no support  intemationally, other than
g Sowhet 5 al te fuss about?

Many dipomats  have privately admited that it s unprecedented
for aregme to cary on so muchpropaganda against its opposiion.
Many have saidthateveniftheydid notknowthe Mojahedin
personaly, tey codd hae redzed ther  aecbily fom te regmes
behavior.WhyelsewasU.S.rejectionoftheMojahedinamajor
condion in the lrangate dealings?  Poliical noms dctate that a
oenmen’s response - a poliical e be gpopiee © te BES
qyicane
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US. poicy contradicts isef by potraying  the Mojghedn and
Natonal Councl of Resistance as shunned by lranians  and without
intemational suppot,  whie a te sametme atiading te movement
in abd o ad the regime and prevent democraic  change in Iran, al
inonebreath. PerhapsitispossibletositinFoggyBottomand
denouncethelranianResistance’'sforcesinlranandatthelran-

Iraqg  fronter, brand the movement as discredited, hope thet  nobody
willhaveaccesstofirst-handinformationand abrakadabra ,the

Eventhe State Departmentiscompelledtoadmit, however
inconsistenty, that the Mogahedn have “offices in Europe, North
America, the Midde East, and Austala.” t s quie perplexing
howanorganizationcanhaveofficesthroughouttheworld, hold
demonstrations, enjoythe cooperationofpopularartistsand
for these adiies addl bk apopdar bese amonglanans. The
tuh s tat not one oher goup exsts wih onetenth or even one
hundredth  of these aciviles aboad.  The Moghedn and the National
Coud o Ressance have represenizive oiccs n a kst 170 dies
throughot te wodd. K it is possble 0 sustan so extensve  an
organization wihout — popular  suppoit,  then why can the monarchists,
who have pllaged  bilions of dolars of our naton's  wealth, not do
thesame?Someofthese peopleevenadmittobeingontheU.S.
govemments  payol  and in dred o indred oot wih the Sae
Depatment.  Whycan they not maintain  ofices in even seven dies?
Whyhavetheynotstagedevenonedemonstrationinthepast10
years, whose participants numbered at least 10 percent of those at
the Resistance’sdemonstrations?Iftheywerecapableofsuch
activities, the State Department would probably have promoted them
asviablepolitical organizations. Doubtless, the Department
understandsthemechanismsfarbetterthanwe,anditsadmission
of the Resslance's  exensve  organization and actvites abroad s
perhapsintendedtoavoidfurtherembarrassment.

200



X

Character Assassination

Charader  assassation, a pariciarly repugnant  poliical tedic, hes
been employed exensvely  throughout histoy.  Arecent extreme case
incontemporary Americanhistory, McCarthyism,hassincebeen
condemnedbythepublicandpoliicalcircles, bothDemocratand
Republican.Unfoundedchargeswereleveledtodiscreditcertain
artistsandpublicfigures,inahystericatmosphere.Slander,
dsioion, fahicaion adspEy  ae te b o te tade  Hies
popaganda minster,  Goebbles, beleved tat the bgger te ke,  the
more corvnang. Machiavel tught that the ends jusify  the means.
The State Depatment repot  on the Mojghedin  presents  a dassic
case. Inpreviouschapters,wehavediscussedatlengththe
Department'sallegationsagainsttheMojahedinandthelranian
Resistance. Thecommonthemethroughoutthereport, however,is
characer  assassination of Massoud Rajavi, the Leader of the Iranian
Ressance.  Few, if any, dus ae et uwsad M. R hes fosered
a “personality al’ laound himsef, s a‘revered leader,” 2 has an
“authoritarian,” 8 “auoaaic sye”  “hes manaed ‘fim  oowd o
theMojahedin, defacto  by1975"  S“hand-pickedanewleadership
fom amonghs pison coleagues”  © ‘Uniateraly dssoved  te PMOI
CentralCommitteeandpersonallyappointeda500-personCentral
Cound,” 7 ‘uniateraly decded o e te Cound ®© g’ &and
‘feoganzed  the Moghedn Mo  comparmentaized cels of admiy
that responded 0 hs oders o those of hs appontees’ 9 “Today his
fat (sc)  appearstobesimiaryunchecked” 0:UnderRajavi's
who coud  join... whowas worty of beng gven.. wing rnghts” .
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foong  ocoupes and famies D sepaae, agung  tet peope  should
devotetheirloveonlytoMasudandMaryamRajavi.” 2 Andthelist
goes on and on.

Here, wedo not intend to defend the person of Massoud Rajavi,
whoe ecod o tity  yeas o sugde  agangt e dehs  ddaioshp
and mulahs'  religious, termorist regme sands onis own. Asfar as
the alegations per se ae concemed, wehae repied  ©© tem n detal
n pevous depers. Hee the amis b dafy te tuh and eqose
ad bk O soupes D dien can  poiicd chedives.

The onslaught  is reminiscent  of the derical regme. Unable to
deny the Moghedin's  popularity, the mulahs and ther baders hawe
for yeas desobed the aganzaions keders & ‘teadheros  bdes
o ‘US. imperaism, lbad, Iag and e Sovet Unot” (whie & wes
stilviable),allinthesamebreath. TheMojahedin's ‘unaware”
suppoters ae heded © the gaons ke sheep, wih nowd  of ter
own, and ae ‘Obedent ony O ther leaders”

Apparerty, the auhos of the repat have the samebasc  outook,
i.e.alltheforcesanddistinguishedpersonaliieswhoareNCR
members, al  oficas and members of the Moghedin, and the majority
of the lranan people, who cooperate wih the Resistance or support
is gods, ae uanare ndviduas uder Massoud Rads  spl Whie
they eved most of the alegations a M. Red n hs posion  as the
Presdent of te National Cound of Ressance, te auhos ft no
compulsiontoaskevenasingle questionfromthe NCR'’s
representatives o members. At the sametime, even the most tivial
fats and smpe research by scholars  of whomthey approve, confirm
thatthesupportersoftheMojahedinandliranianResistanceare
essentialy fom te educated eiie  of anan socely.  Ther Sander
of he Resistance's leader s aninsut  to the lranan peope and
the generaion that has spared no sacifice for Iran's  independence
anddemocracy.

Historical Examples
Slnder and character  assassination have been used against the
nationalleadersofmanycountriesbyenemiesseekingtomake
headway.AbrahamLincoln,knowntodayasoneofthe“mostrevered
Americanpresidents,”cameunderattackfrombothsidesofthe
American  poiitical spectum duing the Cvl  War. They caled him
dictatorial, insane,  imesolute and unqualified o be Presdent and
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Commander-in-chief.Inhisbook, Don'tknowmuchabotitthistory ,
KennethC.Daviswrote:

Duringthewarhefacedoppositionfromonesidebyso-calledradical
Republicansandabolitionistsforhismoderationtowardslavery.More
dangerousoppositioncamefromthePeaceDemocrats,theremnantsofthe
northernDemocraticPartywhoweregiventhename“Copperheads”by

newspapers because they were so poisonous. Sympathefic to the South, the

CopperheadswantedtostopthewarandconsideredLincolnadictatorfor

his suspension of the Wit of habeas copus, the draft acts, and even the
Lincon  sumounted  these  challenges, winning the elecion  that cost

hm hs e Byte tme o hs assassnaion, Lincoh  had moved fom  resolie

commander-in-chief,prosecutingthewarathormendouscosts,tohealing

unifer. Whie somecaled him a dcaior, tee & lte doubt tet awesker

Presdent might hawe faled n the most basc st of Linoh's  presdengy.

pesenving  the Union from is  dissolution. B

AmorerecentcaseisthatofMartin LutherKing, whose
oponets huled d sofs o alegaions, tying n patoder D meke
anissle o hs peasonad lfe, t push him fom the spotight He was
kept under sunvellance, wihout the Atiomey Generals  pemission,
and hs hoel moms and tephones  tapped. Whenthese fecics tumed
upnothingofsubstance, hisdetractorswerenotdeterredfrom
chunng out more alegations. In the years shce his assassination,
historyhaspassedfinaljudgment,andMartinLutherKingis
consideredoneofAmerica’snationalheroes,evenbythoseofa
dieet  picd  phiosophy.

Fankdn D. Rooseet, one of Ameicas fve geat presdents, wes
caled a communist and antepublican.Davis wote that for many,
Roosevel's  actions were synonymous with sociaism  and communism:
‘Bven though things were geting  betier,  obscene whispers  and auel
jokeswerecommonaboutthecrippled Rooseveltandhiswife,
Eleanore...Someoftheserumorsweretingedwithant-Semitism,
liketheonethatRooseveliwasdescendedfromDutchJewswhohad
changedtheirnames.” 14

Inthe late 1940s and early '50s, Americaexperienced
McCarthyism.  In his book, APegpes Histoy of the Unied States |,
HowardZinnwrites:

Speaking t0 a Repubican  Women's Club in Wheeling, West Virginia, in ealy
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1950,[Sen.JosephMcCarthy]heldupsomepapersandshouted:“Ihave
hereinmyhandalistof205-alistofnamesthatweremadeknowntothe

Secretaryof Stateasbeingmembersofthe CommunistPartyandwho

nevertheless are sl woking and shepng poicy in te Sae  Depatment”
The next day, speaking in Sat Lake Cty, McCartty caimed he had alist of
fifty-seven(thenumberkeptchanging)suchcommunistsinthe State

Department.  Shotly  afieward, he appeared on the foor of the Senate with
photostatic copes of about ahuded dossers fom Sete Depatment  loyaly
files. Thedossierswerethreeyearsold,andmostofthepeoplewereno

longerwiththe State Department, butMcCarthyreadfromthemanyway,
inventing,adding,andchangingasheread.lnonecase,hechangedthe

dossers  desaipion o ‘beal’ 0 ‘communisticaly indined” n another
fom ‘acive  felow tavele” o ‘adve  communst” and so on. ©

Mr. Zinnaddsthatunder pressure from Sen. McCarthy’s
propagandacampaign, the State Departmentissueddirectivesto
removebooksbyauthorssuspectedofbeingcommunistsfromits
overseas  libraries. Oneof thase removed was The Sekected  Works of
Thomas Jeflerson , author  of America's Dedaration  of Independence.

In the bBte nneeenth  century, FHance was caught up for a decade
in a poltical scandal that became s most famous case of charader
assassination. In 1894, Affred Dreyfus, a French amy officer, was
convictedoftreasonandpassingsecretdocumentstoaGerman
mitary  attaché. Twoyears later, documents surfaced proving  his
innocence, but in an amosphere abounding in propaganda, the court
againvotedtocondemnhim.Finally,adecadelater,thesupreme
cout acquited  him in 1906 and he was gven the Legion dhonor, the
highestmedalinFrance. v

GeneralCharlesdeGaullle,France'smostfamouspresidentand
the kader of te Ressance duing the Naz oocoupaion,  wes sndered
o ofen tet in 1958 whenheran for pesdet, hesad tet  athough
he had fought for Fance's lberty, some people  accused him of  being
a dda.

From Mossadeqto Rajavi
Cases of charader  assassnation n conemporaty  Iranian  history
includethatofDr.MohammadMossadeq. Duringhispremiership,
“democracy  flourished” for te fit tme, woe Mohsen Mian, * but
thosewhoseinterestsDr.Mossadeghinderedtooktocharacter
assassination. Accoding to Mian, “. Bitan resoted t evely
conceivablemethodtoundermineanddenigrateMossadeq. The
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Britishpress,andtolesserextentthe\Westempress, portrayed
Mossadeg, Iran's natonal hero, as an od, stubbom, decepive, and
demagogicprimeministerwhowouldeventuallyhandoverlranto
thecommunists.” 1

These alegaons were not imied o Wesen media. Wihin  Iran,
those  colaboraing wih te ocop tet resoed te shahls  ddsioshp
criicized ‘s poices and bd o monopoize poner” 2 They labeked
him“adevious,oldvultureandafeebleleader,”describinghis
governmentasthe“murdererofthepeople.” 2 Dr.Mossadeqwas
accusedof‘extendingtheapparatusofterrorandcreatingan
atmosphere of repression.” 22 Ervand Abrahamianwritesin
Khareism “The Biiish, sy 0 aooept  nationalzation, dd ter
best o discredkt Mosaddeq, categorizing hm as awly oiend who
wasnotonly'crazy, "eccentric,"abnormal,"“unbalanced, and
‘unreasonable,’butalso‘demagogic, ‘slippery,‘cunning,’

Abrahamianadds:

TheBritishgovernmentplantedarticleswithsimilarthemesinthe

newspapers. For example, the London Times camed a biography of Mosaddeq
desabing  him as ‘nervously  unstable)” ‘manyrdike,” and ‘imid’  unless
“emotionallyaroused."The Observer depictedhimasan‘inconruptible

fanatc” a ‘Xenophobic  Robes Pere”  a ‘fragic’ Fankesen  ‘mpenviols D
commonsense,” and wih only ‘“one polical idea in his gganic head” To
encourage smilar  views across the  Aflantic, the Bitish fed the American
press with asteady det of - o use ther owmnwods - ‘poson to0 venomous
for the BBC” Typcal of such character  assassiations wes an atde  n the
WashingtonPost  wittenbythevenerableDrewPearsonfalselyaccusing

Hossayn Fatemi, Mosaddeqs righthand  man, of ahost of aiminal  offenses,
induding  embezzement and gangsterism.  “This  man,” Pearson wamed, ‘Wil
eventuallydecidewhethertheUShasgasrationingorpossibly,whether

the American people go into Worid War ll? 24

The alegations agangt  Dr. Mossadeg were not cofned o dfical
comments. To porray  them as impartial, many appeared in artides
and even the scholaly  works of some orientalists. Oneof the main
coup plotters  was an academic by the nameof Robin Zaehner, sent to
Ian a te tme because of hs knomedge of the ocounty.  Abrahamian
Wies

The cerd  fgue i the Biish stelegy 1 ovettrow  Mosaddeq wes another

academic,RobinZaehner,whosoonbecameprofessorofEastemreligions
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andethicsatOxford. AspressatiachéinTehranduring1943-47,Zaehner

hadbefriendednumerouspoliticians, especiallythroughopium-smoking

parties. DispatchedbacktolranbyMI6,Zaehneractivelysearchedfora

suigbe geneal D cary out te panned ocoup. Heaso used dverse  channels

toundermineMosaddeq: Sayyid Ziyaandthe pro-British politicians;

newspaper editos  up for sale;  consenvative anstocrats whoin the past had

sded wih Russa and Amerca; tibal chiels, nobly the Bakiyars; amy

officers, shady businessmen,  courtiers, and members of the roya famiy,

manyofwhomoutstrippedtheshahintheirfearofMasaddeq.
Helpedinduecoursebythe CIA, Zaehneralsowooedawayanumber

ofMosaddeq'sassociates,includingAyatollahKashani,GeneralZahed,

HosaynMakki,andMozaffarBagal. Bagai,aprofessorofethicsat Tehran

University,soonbecamenotoriousasthemanwhoabductedMosaddeq's

chief of pdice and totued hm o death. MG, togeher wih the CIA aso

resoted fto dity tids o undemine the govemment. %

StillothersaccusedDr.Mossadeqof‘institutionalizing
represson;” ‘ndlerance” ‘Oependence” e, desabng  the ocowp as
a‘goious vidoy o gt oer wong® and ‘the saced resugence”
Onthe moming after, they wote:

Yesterday Tehranwastremblingundertheresolutemarchingofthe Army

and anti-oreigner Musims. Mossadeg, the bloody od beast resgned under
theannihilatingblowsoftheMusliims. ThattraitorHosseinFatemiwho

escaped the bulets of our brohers,  was mutiated. The revolutionary and
legalprimeminister[meaningGeneralZahediwhowasappointedtothe

post afier te coup] soke © the naion. Al govemment ceners  were capured
by the Musims and the Islamic amy, and the spies, those seling out the
countryandoperativesofViossadeq'streacherousreignescapedtotheir

iy nress © aod rerbuion z

Today, Massoud Rajavi is under attack by the lanian  adherents
and foregn  backers of the samepoicy obecives  tat brought about
the 1953 coup. Pasing as poliicians, academics and lawyers, they
ae suppoted by the mulshs  regime,  dffiates o te shahs SAVAK
and those whohave raised te whie fag in ter resstance  against
the regme. Ther dander against the Natonal Cound of Resstance
and the peson of Massoud Rajavi s played up in the regme's media
Theexchangegoesbothways: The State Departmentreportcites
severd remaks aganst the Mojghedn by indviduals who officially
wok wih the lanan Minsty of Ineligence. B

Since 1979, the Khomeini regme has kept up a steady stream of
alegations aganst te Moghedn and M. Ragv.  In the ealy years,
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KhomeiniusedthelslamicRepublicanPartyashismouthpiece,
whosepropagandaagainsttheMojahedinwasintendedtocounter

the organization's growing  popularity. The Moghedin  were accused
ofbeing“dependentonlirag,*puppetsofAmericanimperialism,”

‘morally  comupt” and of torturing ther  own members. The common
denominatorofalthepropagandawereattacksonMassoudRajavi

inended to create aspit wihin  the organization. Bveryday, the
regmes ddies  ran afdes  about opposion © Messoud Rgd wihn
theMojahedin.InMarch1980, LeMonde wrote:

The daly Jomhoui Islami has devoted enfre pages to wiings  against the
Mojahedinanditsleadership.Ontheeveoftheelection, hundredsof

thousands of newsletters  abounding i vituperations were distributed. In
one, Mr. Raavi 5 desobed  as a SAVAKagent Doubess,  the  fundamentalist
clergyconsidertheseleftistMuslimsagreaterenemythantheMarxist

organizations, easly  disoredited wih te kbel o ahest Mr Raavi says
thatthereactionary clergyaretryingtocreateanatmosphere of

McCarthyism. 2

Whensuch poys proved  inefective, and Rajvs  popularity oew
amongthepublic, Khomeinintervenedandspokeoutagainsthim.
Today, the Staie Depatment accuses Mr. Ragv  of colaborating with
the ‘enemy of the pegpe of lan” Meawhie, lefovers  of the shahs
SAVAK;suchasthe“FlagofFreedom’organizationand“iran’s
and goups who, for whatever reason, switched sides and cooperated
wih the ddaioship (e Mozdlar Baggl a the tme of D Mossadeq)
ae potayed as democatic  foces which ket te Nafionral Cound  of
Resstance due 0 its lack of democacy and RajgMs  “authoritarian
%v D

In refening O RaMs  incaroeration in the shahs pisons, the
repofs  authos avod menton of the pessent totures he endured
atthehandsof SAVAK. NoristhereanycommentonUnited States
suppot of the shah and his hated secret police duing those years.
Instead, they descibe Mr. Rajavis effots to resst against the
opportunist Manists who had shattered  the Mojghedin  organization,
ad o revve the organization in those dificult crcumstances, as
foons: “The Moghedin's  fure  leader, Masud Rajavi,  utiized his
timeinQasrprison(1972-79)toindoctrinateandestablishhis
auhory” &
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Whois Massoud Rajavi?

MassoudRajaviwasbomin1948inthecityof Tabasinthe
northeastem province  of Khorassan.  The youngest of fve  brothers,
he s agaduae of polica law fom Tehran Universiy. Hs brohers
Belgium. Theeldest, ProfessorKazemRajavi, wasassassinatedin
A 1990 in Geneva. His only ssty, Monireh, was execued in 1983
afer enduing sx yeas of impisonment  wih her o smal chiden
AsgharNazemi,herhusband,hadbeenexecutediwoyearsearlier.
Mr.Rajavi'selderlyparentswerearrestedandimprisonedbythe
mushs n 1981l Hs it wie, Adra, wesaso aMaoghedn pisoner
duing the time of the shah. She mamed Mr. Rajavi in summer 1979,
andwasslainin Tehranin February 1982whenthe Pasdaran
aiaded her resdence.

In high schod M. Ragv wes asympathizer of Ayaiolsh — Talegani
andMehdiBazargan'sFreedomMovement. Hebecameacquainted
withtheMojahedinattheuniversityandbecameamemberin1967.

Hewas in drect ocontact with the organization's founder, Mohammad
Hanifnejad,  and later became a Cental Committe member. Mr. Rajavi
wasarrestedin1971andsentencedtodeath. Hiselderbrother,
ProfessorKazemRajavi,organizedaworldwidecampaigntosave

hs lfe, and hs sentence wes commued o e impisonment SAVAK,
unabe 0 execue him because of intemational pressure,  kept Rajavi
under toure  throughout  his  incarceration. Amnesly Intemational,

the Intematonal Commitee of the RedCross, as wel as dsingushed
European  personaliies such as Fangois  Mitterrand, inervened  to
savehislifermanytimes.Hewasreleasedamongthelastgroupof

poiiiical pisoners  in January  1979.

Despie  the dificut condions  of pison, M. Reavi hed 0 fl
thevacuumoftheMojahedin’sexecutedleadersandrevivethe
organization, shattered  byMandsts  in anintemal  coup. He spent
thousands of hours, under extraordinarly restricive conditions,
fomuaing  ad tachng te Moghedns  posions, Al hs aduies
hadtobekepthiddenfromtheeyesofthe SAVAKandtheprison
guards.Endemicillnessandsystematictortureaggravatedthe
dificuies o hs sk Bay ime SAVAKgot wind of eforts, he wes
reumed 1 te toue  chambers, but he relentessly connued  his
discussons with his felow  celbmates. Aftewards,  the imprisoned

208



Mojahedin  passed on these posiions o those members st outside.
Mr.RajavidescribedtheManxistcurrent, whichhadshattered
notonlytheMojahedinorganization,butalsotheunityandtrust
amongoppoasitionforces,astreacherousanddeviant. Hecensured
their  misappropriation of the name‘Mojahedin” stressing  that the
idedogy of te Moghedn wesldam, and ther god o ovetvow the
shahandestablishanindependent, populargovernment. These
dedsve  posions foced the Mandiss 0 stop using the Moghedin's
namein1977.HewamedthattheblowtotheMojahedinwouldgive
fse to backward interpretations of the religion, and advised the
Mojahedintokeeptheirdistancefromthereactionaries,whose
ideclogue  he identified as Khomen. Fom the roof of Qasr Prison on
te bt day of hs capiMy, he soe as te repesenaive o te b
group of poaiiical prisoners  to thousands of Tehran resdents  who
hadcometosecurehisfreedom.Heexpressedthehopethatthe
pisons would be dosed forever, and poliical freedoms  established
n kn
SeveraldayspriortoKhomeini'samvalinTehran, hisson,
Ahmad, caled M. Ravi fom Pais, tling him, “You havwe alot of
suppot  in Iran and f you fom a poitical pat, mions wl jon
you."Severalweekslater,inameetinginTehran,AhmadKhomeini
tod Raav, ‘if you suppot the Imamand oppose his opponents, al
doos wil be open o you, and you wil be gven al that you need”
RajavirejectedKhomeini'sproposal,sayingthatthe Mojahedin
sought a nationalist, democratic  govemment. I Khomeini took that
roue, the Moghedn woud do ther utmost for him, he repied.
Ayearlater,inspring 1980, Mr. Rajavimetwith Hashemi
Rafsanjan,  then a memberof the Revouionaly ~ Councd  and Minister
o the Interor, b e aocompant onte muiide o cases of fraud
andriggingbytheregime'soperativesduringthepariiamentary
elections. Rafsangni  told him: ‘Fomet about al ths. You hae an
organization, awvey good repuietion  and alot of respet If you had
acceptedthelmamandthevelayat-efaqih,alldoorswouldhave
been open to you. You have forced us to bing ministers  and Majis
deputes fom aboad” M. Rajav  repied: “You shoud not expedt us
toacceptclub-wieldingandmonopolyofpowerunderthebannerof
——
Soonaftertherevolution,theMojahedinlaunchedtheiroawn
cultural, ideclogical campaign among intelleciLials and the younger
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generationto counter Khomeini’'s despoticandreactionary
nerpreiaion o deam  ©n Be 190 Rgai begen asgies o ledues
in phiosophy a Shaif Unversty — of Technoogy. Ewvery week, 10000
studentstookpartintheseclasses,andmorethan100,0000thers
watched the video recordings of them across Iran.  The transcripts
were pubished  weely by the hundreds of thousands, and distibuted
throughoutlran. Afterjust 16 weeks, Khomeinishutdownthe
unversiies, hs regmes lades sessg ta te unversies hed
becomeabasefortheMojahedin.

Inhisbook, ThelranianMojahedin ,ErvandAbrahamianwrites:

Rajavi'scandidacywasnotonlyendorsedbythe Mojahedin-affiliated

ogaNZAoNs.., but a0 by animpessve  aray of ndependent  omganizations
includingthe Feda’iyan, the National DemocraticFront,the Kurdish
DemocraticParty,theKurdishTolersRevolutionaryParty(Komula) the

Sooey of kenen  Soodks, te Sooy for te Quud  ad Poica Rgs
oftheTurkomans,theSocietyofYoungAssyrians,andtheJointGroupof
Armenian,ZoroastrianandJewishMinorities. Rajavialsoreceivedthe

suppot of alarge number of prominent figures:  Taleganis  widow; Shaykh
Ezeddn Hosayni, the spiiual leader of the Sumi Kuds in Mahabad; Hojat
aHdam  Jald  Gangehi.; fity —weHmowmn membesof te lanan  Wiers
Association, includingthe economistNaser Pakdaman, theessayist
ManuchehrHezarkhaniandthesecularhistoriansFeraydun Adamiyyat

and HomaNateq, and, of couse, manyof te famies of the ealy Moghedin
martyrs, notablytheHanif-nezhads, Rezais, Mohsens, Badizadegans,

Asgarizadehs, Sadeqs,Meshkinfams,andMihandusts. TheMojahedinhad
become the vanguards of the secular opposiion o the Isamic  Repubic. ®

InaspeechinJune1980at Tehran'sAmjadieh Stadium, Mr.
Rajavicriicizedtheregime'sleadersaboutthesuppressionof
bertes. Tregaheing n thue D the vidms o dubwedng wes
isef  attacked, ceaing a major poliical scandal for the regime.
Twentydeputiesfromthenewlyconvenedparliamentissuedthe
bodys first sttement condemning the attack  Even AhmadKhomeini
denouncedtheassault. ManyobserversdescribedMassoudRajavi
as the leader of the ant-Khomeni opposition. Several days later,
Khomeini madehis stongest speech o date against the Mojahedin,
candidlyexpressinghisconcematRajavi'spopularity, Bwhohad
begun acampaign to unte the democatic dissdent  forces. The daly
Moahed, with a circulation of 500000, hed the largest audience in
len a te tme. It docaled asedon enied  Showa Cound), for
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oher opposion  goups and personalies o sae ter \vews

In ealy 1981, n aseies o engly inevews, Rapvi  expaned
a the tme, and proposed the fomaton of afont aganst religious
backwardness. The sameyear, when Khomeinidismissedthe
President,AbolHassanBani-Sadr,andstateagentsbegantohunt
hm down, Ragvi ied BaniSadr © sy a hs seoet resdence in
Tehran.“NowthatBani-SadrhastakenastepagainstKhomeini,”
he sad, ‘e have aduy o poted hm” Afer foming the Natona
Cound of Ressance in Tehvan shoty  thereafer, Rajpv aong wih
BaniSadr departed for Hance aboard an lanian  mitary  jet

AHistoricalLeader

Despie M. Revis decsve e nn the Moghedns hsoy,
importantdecisionswithintheorganizationhavebeenadopted
collectivelyafterlongdiscussions. Throughthisprocess,new
membersassumedgreaterresponsibiliies. Mostmembersofthe
Mojahedin’sLeadershipCouncilandmorethan90percentofthe
organization's curent Central Councl joned the Mojahedn after
1979.

Snce 1989, Mr. Raav has had no execuive  responshiiies in
the Mojghedin  organization. Hs rde in safeguarding  the princples
o the Moghedn as aMusim, democaic,  nationalist and progressve
organization in the 1970s, and more importanty against  Khomeini's
alout assaut to destoy the Mogahedin, has made him a historical
and ideclogical lkader for the Moghedin.

Shce the fomation of the NCR most of M. RaMs  efots have
beendevotedtothe Council. Hispatient,democraticmannerof
managing the NCR's affars  has been instumental in the Councll's
expanson  and reslience, and has eamed him the tust of the NCR's
members. MohammadHosseinNaqdi,anlraniandiplomat,joined
the Cound in 1982 Hewes assassnated by the regime's  terrorists
in1993inRome.Mr.NaqdisaidofMassoudRajaviinaDecember
1992 interview, foonng  the Counds  expansion:

WeintheCouncilarehesitanttohighiighttheroleofindividuals,but

compements aste, | realy  tik tet i te woid of poics (Mt Raadg

presencehas,morethananythingelse,beenthecauseoftheadvancesof

theNCRandlranianResistance. lfwetheorizeaboutwhatwouldhave
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happened if he had not been the NCR's President, | beleve if the Iranian
Ressanoe eded a d & woud ovany befar kess ten t 5 tody *

In the sameseries of interviews, Dr. Manouchehr Hezakhani, a
distinguished lranian  witer and Chaiman of te Councdls  Cuiture
andArtCommittee,commentedontheproceduresofNCRmeetings:

meet in sesson, sometimes wehave seous  arguments about cetain matters,
about  polical soutions. k5 geredy wedl udesood tet te pot B D
hod such meetings, where differences can be taked about and a consensus
reached, but the individual capable of chaiing  such meeings and keeping
the deicate  balance of cooperaon  between different groups, none of whom
are professonal poliicians, s gied wih te at of leadeshp.. Wehae
ths  leadershp, ad| thik tet D aboe e®n, & smoohes out the bumps ®

Whenever the interests of the lranan peope and democacy have
been at sake, poliical considerations or concemns  about  protecing
his personal presige have never prevented Mr. Rajavi from making
sensiive  dedisions. Launching the campaign for peace in the Iran-
Iragwarin1983,whenKhomeini'sbeligerentnaturehadnotbeen
fullyexposed,generatedvenomouspropagandabytheregimeand
is nemal adedmna dies I wasore of manyexampes of rds
thet few ae wing 1 ke, Thefomaion of te Naiond Lberation
Amy of Iran, as the most precous achievement of Ilans hstoy and
bet guaatee and ever © owtrov te muhs  regime, 5 anather

Rajavi has aways sressed that there is no insistence upon the
NCRor Moghedn. ‘ff at any tme, any group or altematve is found
to be better equipped to ovettrow the regime and guarantee Iran's
independence, democracy and popular  sovereignty, wewl  definitely
and wholeheartedly support it, even if it is opposed to our way of
thinking,” he says. ®

At ore of e most sesive jundures of s hisiory, Khomeini
soughttoreviveanOttoman-likeempirebytakingadvantageof
specialcircumstancesandusurpingbothtemporalandspiritual
power. Massoud Rajavi launched an alout  resstance  against  him.
For this reason, he no longer belongs to aspecic  group;, Massoud
Ragv s anational leader, folowing in the foosteps  of previous
Iranianleaders,fromSattar-Khan S"toMirzaKuchek-Khan toDr.
Mossadeq.
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Iran's  poiitical foces  and peoge have leamed fom history, and
are not inimicdated by the State Depatments unfounded alegations
againstMassoud Rajavi. Overthe past14years, despitethe
conspiracies ofthe Khomeiniregime and itsdomesticand
intemationalalies,theNCRhasremainedintacttobecomethe
logesthsig polical coglion n s oonempoay  heay. Wih
5 epaen, t 5 dk D EpeEt te megply o te lEn  pege
Pedsdy for tis reson, te athos o te repot reved ter  dam
atthe progressofthe Resistance andthe growing chancefor
democracy n Ilan, by hudng  alegaions a te Ressance's  leader,
muchike the mulahs, the remnants of the shah and the poliicaly
bankruptMandstgroups.

InitsDecember1994declaration,unanimouslysigned,theNCR
Stressedt

TheNationalCouncilofResistancevehementlyrejectsandcondemnsthe

repots  ineccurate  potraya of the NCRis  history, and past and present
members,aswellastheunfoundedallegationsagainstitsPresidentand

the redundant charges of alack of inemal  democacy. The temindogy  has
beentakenstraightfromthenotoriouslexiconoftheformerregime’s
supportersandthecurrentregime'soperatives.Aspreviouslystatedon
numerousoccasions,theNCRemphasizes:Mr.MassoudRajaviistheNCR's
Presidentandspokesman.Assuch, hisstatementsandstancesshouldbe

regaded as the ouoome of the Counds — delberaions and decsos.  Contraty
tothehollowallegationsraisedinthereport,theNCR's moausoperand
anddecision-makingprocessareconductedinaccordancewithdemocratic

guideines  and reguiations that have been fomaly announced.  Throughout
the 13yeas shoe te NCRS founddion, s Pesdent  hes uniaingy achered
o these gudedines  and reguiations. ®
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US. Sae Depatmet, op. a, p. 16
HumanRightsBetrayed:GalindoPohl’siranReportUnderScrutiny J(Paris,
NCR Secretariat 1990) pp. 233272

US Sae Depatmet, op &, pi

Wendy Shemman, Assisant  Secretary  for  Legisltive Affairs, leter O Rep.
Robet  G. Tomicel, 263y 1994 Thelter wesh repy © Rep Torioels
kter 0 Asssant  Secelay of Sae, Robet Pelefreau, 21 June 194,
Wendy Shemman, Assisant  Secretary  for  Legisltive Affairs, leter O Rep.
EdolphusTowns, 11 November1994.

US. Sae Depatmet, op. a, p. 16

4]

Abrahamian,op.cit,p.197;ShaulBakhash, ReignoftheAyatolahs (New
Yok Basc Books, 1984), p. 0.

US. Sae Depatmet, op. a, p. 10

o]

Reuters, dispatchfrom Damascus,29March1991. FarzinHashemi,then
LondonspokesmanfortheMojahedin,deniedreportsbythePatrioticUnion
ofKurdistan(PUK)andtoldReutersthat theMojahedinarenotengagedin

any fighng  wih the Kurdish insurgents... the PUKalegations are toly
e Wehae noneest 0 geig wved N lgs nemd dfbis o n a
war wih anybody oter than the Khomeni regime” Also, Jonathan C. Randal,
“AmyOffensiveRepeled, IragiOppositionSays,” TheWashingtonPost ~,19
March1991."AlirezaJafarzadeh,thentheMojahedin'spressspokesmanin
Washington,alsodeniedallegationsbyKurdishsourcesinDamascusthat

Mogghedn  guenilas were fighting aongsde lag govemment toops  against
thelragiopposition. TheMojahedin‘hasnothingtodowiththeintemal

situiation in g, Jafazadeh sad”  In adspach flom Zakho, g, on 26
March 1991, Associated Press repoted the same denials.

US. Sae Depatmet, op. a, p. 10

Tehranradio, 12April1991. Hashemi-Rafsanjaniacknowledgedthatthe

regmes foces hed aossed te boder, addng ‘t s not our responsbity o]
safeguard  our 1300 km boder wih Irag.. it 5 possbe ta somepeope dd
g. b the oher sde, dd somethings and cameback “

US Sae Depatmet op o, p L
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Assocated  Press, dispatch flom Nicosa, 22 Ocober 1993,
US Sae Depatmet op a, p L

4]

US. Sae Depatmet, op. a, p. 19
NCRStatement, 16 September1993.

US. Sae Depatment op o, p 14

b m 4
b p 1
Mojahed ,specialissue,fall1991; NLAJoumal ,November1991. Mojahed

pubished  the names of the Central Councl members and offered  explanation
onte eedon pocesss MAJourd  pubished arepot onte Cerd  Cound
meeting in which Mrs. Rajav, the Moghedin Secretary-General at the time,
said,“Anotherpointtonoteisthemannerinwhichthe Central Council
membersareelectedandthecriteriausedtodeterminetheircompetence.

MembersoftheCentral Councilwereunanimouslynominatedformembership

by the Moahedn members woking in ther  section” According  to the repor,
Mrs. Fereshteh  Yeganeh, the Mojghedin  Organizaional Supervisor,  introduced
thenamesof54 candidatestothe Central Councilnominatedbytheir
colleaguesinthevariousdepartmentsandsections. Afterextensive

deliberations, ther  membership was put to the balot

Moahed , No. 349, 4 Juy 1994.

US. Sae Depatrent, op o p 7

The Chistan ~ Scence  Monior , 3 July 1986.

US. Sae Depatmet, op. a, p 13

b p2Aa

b p 8

Showra, monthly  publication of the National Coundl of Ressance of Iran,
Pais, Api 1985

KDP Poiiburo's leter to the Moahedin, 13 March 1987. It reads, ‘Our dear
homelands precarious  state requires  as never before cooperaion  among al
republican  opposiion  organizaions struggiing for the regme's overthrow.
Therefore, wepropose ameetng at the leadeshp  level  between the two of us
todiscussandexchangeviewsonrelationsbetweenthePeople’'sMojahedin
OrganizationofiranandtheKurdistanDemocraticPartyoflran.Weawait

your suggeston as to the tme and place of the meetng” (For acopy of the
ognel  lefer  see Appendx B)

US. Sae Depatrert, op o, p 7.

MassoudRajavi, NCRPresident'sReportonBani-Sadr'sRelationswiththe

Cound  (Pais:  Talegani  Books, 1985), p. 3%0.

AbolHassanBani-Sadr, MyTumtoSpeak ,(NewYork:Brassey's,1989),p.
1B

Engelablslarm, No0.48,1April1983, publishedbyAbolHassanBani-Sadr.

(See Appendix B)

Rl o d p 30
NCRStatement, Mojahed, No0.196,29March1984.
NCRStatement,  Mogjahed, No.198,13April1984.
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Bani-Sadr'slettertokKhomeini, Mojahed, No.216,17August1984.(See
AppendixB.)

US. Sae Depatrert, op o, p 6

Statementofthe UnionoflranianCommunists,23March1984.

US. Sae Depatrert, op o, p 6

W pa4
4]
A document  entited, “ The Assassinations of 28 Agust 1976: ACase Sy, " s

accompaned by a mapof the locaion  of the inddent and a detaled  analysis.
There are tree pats to te repot  Pat | - The Inddent and Its  Aflermath;

Pat II - Theat Amayss, Pat Il - Secuiy Lessons.
SeeAppendixG.
4]
4]
U.S.StateDepartment,op.cit., WendySheman'sletteraccompanyingthe
fepat

CHAPTER I

U.S.Congress, ForeignRelationsAutthorizationAct, Fiscal Years1994and

1995 Secion 523 In the ocouse of the January 1994 Senate delberations on
theForeignRelations AuthorizationBill, SenatorJohnMcCain(R-AZ)
introducedanamendment, containingbaselessaccusationsagainstthe

Mojahedin. Theactionenjoyedthe State Departmentstacitapproval. The

Senate adoptedthe McCainamendmentby unanimous consent, thereby

avoidingavote. Theissuefacedstrongoppositioninthe Congressand

eenaly te conference commitee eiminated Al of the alegations. Members
of Congress stessed that tey want an obedive  report

Rep. Lincon  Diaz-Baar, keter © Secelry of Sae Waren Chisiopher, 10
June1994.(SeeAppendixC.)

Rep. Wiiam L Cay, kter 1 Secetay of Sae Waren Chisiopher, 15 June
1994. (See Appendix C)

Sen. Jon F. Keny, kter 1o a consien, 23 June 194,

Rep. Robett G. Tomiceli, leter 0 Assisiant Secrefary of Stte Robet H.
Peletreau, 21 Jure 19%4.
Letterby98membersoftheU.S.HouseofRepresentativestoSecretaryof
State,9September1994.ManymembersoftheForeignAffairsCommittee,
committeeandsubcommitteechaimenandanumberofrankingRepublicans

in different commitees endorsed the  letter. It represented a broad spectum
of congressional viewpont (See Appendix C)

Press conference by Reps. Robert Tomiceli and Dan Buton on Capitol  Hi,
21September1994.

o]

o]

4]

Pressrelease by CongressmanGaryAckerman, 21 September1994.(See
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AppendixC.)
Press release

by Senator Durenberger, 21 September 1994. (See Appendix C)

NewsreleasebyCongressmanEd Towns, 21 September1994.(See Appendix

9
Heaing o the

Europe and the Midde East Subcommitee of the House Foreign

Affairs  Committee, 4 October 1994.

‘Lsen o Al lranian Voices” The NewYork Times, ediorial, 26 September
194,

“IranianOpposition,” TheWashingtonTimes  ,30September1994.
AmoldBeichman,“IranianPolicyonTooSoft ACourse?,” TheWashington

Times ,21September1994.
PeterWW.Rodman, Director, MiddleEastDepartment, Centerfor Strategic

and Intemational

Sudies, ‘Muleh Mool” Natonal Review, 7 November 1994.

The Boston Giobe, “imesolute on lan”  edtorial, 6 Sepember 1994,

The Indanapols Sar , ‘Khomenis  Ghost”  editorial, 29 August  1994.
StephenGreen,“LetsRecognizelranResistance,” TheHoustonPost  ,28
September1994.

HarrySummers,“ToadyingtotheMullahsoflran,” TheWashingtonTimes
200ctober1994.

JohnHughes, former State Departmentspokesman,“Dealingwithlran,”
Christan ~ Scence  Monior , 20 October 1994,

Bruce Daniels,

‘Fiend or Foe? Congress Pushes for Assessment”  Abuquerque

Joumal , 16 October 1994.

4]

DavidKirschten, "Who'stheReal Terrorist?,” NationalJournal ,10ctober
194,

Dr. Joyce Star, senior felow, CSIS, ‘His [Cinton's] Damascus tip  pushes
Natonal ~ Pubic Radio, “Al Things Consdered” 28 Ocober 1994.

Rchad H. Cutss,  ‘Cinton, Chrisopher  and Rafsanani langate  Dé&a VU2’
TheWashingtonReportonMiddleEastAfiairs ,November/December1994.
CharleyReese,"U.S.CantlsolatelranandLetOiCompaniesDoBusiness

There” The Orando  Serinel , 10 Ocober 1994.

Kasa Nejt, ‘US. Shoud Wok for ANewlan” The St Lous PostDispaich
26September1994.

Hamid R. Azimi,
Chronice , 26

MartinSchram, “MixedSignalsonlran,”

1994,
Dr. Joyce Star,
00|

“US. Should Suppot Democracy in Iran”  The San Fandsco
August 1994,
TheWashingtonTimes  ,13October

Naetordl Press Buidng Breing, 31 Sepermber 1994,

Dr. Khalid Duran, Natonal Press Buiding  Briefing, 31 September 1994.
LettertoPresidentClintonbyBriishpariamentarians,200ctober1994.

Mr. Cynog Defs,
on 27 October.
Lod  Avebury,

MP, sent te pefion  aong wih aleter t© Presdent  Cinton
ketter  to Presdent Cinon, 18 October 1994. (See Appendx C)
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James Monison,  “British weigh in” The Washingion Times, 28 October 1994.
LennartFriden, conservative memberof SwedishParliament, letterto

Presdent  Ciinton, 26 Ocober 1994

4 KarHeinzKoppe, PaxChrist lettertoU.S.AmbassadorinGermany, 24
October 1994. Pax Chisi  is an intemational humanrights  organization with
consultative satus  at the Unied Nations.

B8 8

L Leter by an Iranian-American to President Cinton, 18 October 19%4.
i BahramMaher, “Iran: The Spoiler,” The SanDiego Union-Tribune ,22
September1994.

P\ ‘A Quesion of Faimess”  Assodaion  of lanan  Schoars  and Professionals n
Washington,D.C.,August1994.

CHAPTER I

1 StevenGreenhouse, “HarshReportonlranOppositionGroupDrawslrein

Congress,”  TheNewYorkTimes, =~ 1November1994.
2 Press Conference by Reps. Robert Tomiceli and Dan Buton on Capitol  Hil,

21September1994.
3 Wendy Shemman, Assisant  Secretary  for  Legislative Affairs, leter O Rep.
Robet  G. Tomcel, 26 dly 19%.
News reease by Rep. Robet G. Tomiceli, 31 Ociober  1994. (See Appendix C)
StatementbyRep.DanBurton,310ctober1994.(SeeAppendixC.)
NewsreleasebyRep.GaryAckeman,31O0ctober1994.(SeeAppendixC.)
NewsreleasebyRep.EdTowns,310ctober1994.(SeeAppendixC.)
StatementbySenatorDurenberger,2November1994.(SeeAppendixC.)
Geenhouse, op. at
4]
4]
ThomasW.Lippman,“State Dept. ReportDenouncinglranianRebel Groupis
Ciiicized,” The Washington Past, 1 November 1994,
Reuters,dispatchfromWashington,9November1994.
The Indianapols Sar, “Srange  Ian Poicy”  editorial, 18 Novermber 1994.
Greenhouse, op. at
MarvinZonis, WBEZRadio,Chicago,15November1994.Dr.Zonis, Professor
of Intemational Political Economy, Unversty  of Chicago, s aleadng Ian
epat whohas olowed ewerts in tat county for te lest 30 yeas. Hs name
appears in the State Depatment repot as a source of information.
4]
NewsreleasebyRep.EdTowns, 7November1994.(SeeAppendixC.)
News release by Rep. Robert Toniceli, 9 November 1994. (See Appendix C)
Rep. James A. Traficart, J, leter 1o Presdent Cinton, 8 November 1994.
(See Appendix C)
StephenGreen,“U.S.shouldbackmujahideenfight,” TheHoustonPost 23
November1994.
4]
Charley Reese, “The Clinton  administration foreign  policy is mudded—ake
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alook,” TheOriandoSentinel ,29November1994.

2 AbbasKeshavarz,“IranNowRipeforDemocracy,” TheSanAntonioNews |19
November1994.

A DemonstrationswereheldinWashington,London,Ottawa,Bonn,Stockholm,
TheHague,Oslo, Copenhagen, Geneva,Rome,Madrid, Brussels, Vienna,
SydneyandMelbourne.

P} Resolutionofthe9Novemberworidwidedemonstrationsbylraniansabroad
o poest te Khomeni regme's missie atack on aNatonal Liberaion  Amy
base.Subsequently,copiesweredeliveredtotheWhiteHouseandsentto
aher govemment  dficak.

CHAPTER IV

1 Jomhourilsiami, Tehran,9November1994.

2 TheTowerCommissionReport ,1987,p.B-132.

3 Simutaneous  with the lrangate afflar in the US. in mid 1985 Fance, too,
soughttofreeitshostagesinLebanon, heldbytheKhomeinisponsored
hezbolah . In dong so, te Fench began o bing inceasng  pressue O bear
ontheNCRpresidentwhohadtakenupresidencenearParis.In1986,the
NCRPresidentleftFrance. Themullahshadreachedtheirgoalandfounda
Fench soft spot  They demanded thet Fance fee one of ter tenorsts (Ens
Nagash), imprisoned in France since 1980. To prove that it meant business,
the lenan regime sponsoed awave of bombings in Pais tat kied 13 Fench
cizens and inured many more. Vahid Gorj, an lranian  embassy translator
and the mastemind of the terorist operation,  was sought by the poice for
theattacks.Gorjiwentintohidinginthelranianembassy.Inapoliical
sandof,  te Fench agan backed of and Goj et Fance wthout fadng any
trid.

4 Reuters, dispaich from Tehran, 22 June 1994; “ran accused unnamed foreign
countriesonWednesdayofbackingthelrag-basedoppositionMujahideen
Khalgblamedby TehranforabombthatblewuponMondayinthegolden-
domedshrineoflmamRezainthenortheastemcityofMashad. Foreign
Mser Al Aber Veydi cded te dpomeic oops © s misty D dever
thecharge... Velayatiproducednoevidencebutsaidinvestigationsand
documentsconfirmedthatthebombingwas‘engineeredandcarriedoutby
the Monafeqin  terorist grouplet  [Mojahedin]... Heuged the dplomats to
denouncethebombingandreiteratediran’slong-standingdemandithatthey

5 Hansarg The Biish ~ Paflament  Daly  Buletin, 26 Juy 1994. The govemment
responsetothepariamentaryquestionraisedbyLord Aveburyon20July
194,

6 Douglas Hogg, Briain's Mnser of Sae for Foegn Affais, keter  © Lord
Avebury, 29 Juy 1994.

1 The Tehranmurdermachine (London: BritishParliamentaryHumanRights
Group, 2 March 1994). This repot s the resut  of asudy onte tenmoism  of
te lenen regme against  dissidents. k s moeten 100 cases of tenonst
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atempts  against dissdents  abroad.  The reports  introduction says in pat
‘For  centuries, it has been a principe of intemational law that poliical
opponents  of an autocratic sate ocoud seek and obtain  protection fom ther
oppressors  abroad.  In the twenteth century, the vidms  of Hiter, Stalin,
Mussolini, Pinochet, Pol Pot, Suharto,  Galtieri, Ceausescu, Stoessner  and
NeWin,allfoundsafetyandasyluminothercountries,wheretheywere
immune from  persecution. Nowfor the fist time, a dictatorship is reaching
ot s Eedes b te fee wold © hut dowmadd s opporens Mg
n ede” Therepot anayzes the ros of emoism  which emanates fom the
doine  of velyatefagh (quardanship o rigous  juisprudent), on which
theregimeisbased. ltalsoelaboratesonhowthemurdermachineworks.
Poliicaly, the repot ocondudes, the indecsiveness o the West visais the
leien  regme hes ecouaged t © belee it Wl sufer nored pedlies o
the expot of temorism. As examples, the repot ctes FEuropeans greed for
shot  term economic  interests and US’s invovement in te lrangate  affar
byagreeingtosellamstotheregimeandtolashoutatthedemocratic
Mojahedin  oppasition.
Senator McCain's actions, against the lranian Resistance dates back o late
192, wenhewoe asies o ees onte Moghedn © govemment oficek.
He spediicaly pessued  the Federa Bueau of Investigaion FB) O rdease
areportagainsttheMojahedin.Hewrotealetteron15December1992to
thenFBIDirector Wiliam Sessionsandenclosedaseriesofunfounded
allegationsagainsttheMojahedinclaimingthattheywere partofanFBl
reportdatingbackto1987andurgedtheFBltoupdateit Notonlydidthe
FBl refuse 1o issue anewrepot, but John Colingwood,  Inspector  in Charge,
fom te Ofice of Pubic and Congessond — Affais, a0 reped A review o
ourfilesindicatesthattheenclosedreportwasnotpreparedbythe
FBI'(  Congressional  Recod, Senate, 29 June 1993, pp. S82616)
Subsequently, inhisletterof9June 1993, SenatorMcCainharshly
criticized the FBI Director. Whatever Senator  McCain's motives, his  enmity
towardtheMojahedinandNCRcanonlybeexplainedinthecontextofhis
viewsaboutthemullahs'regime.In1984,asaHousemember,hewroteto
NCRPresidentMassoudRajavi:
1 amwiing t express suppot for the goals for which you are stiving: a
peacefl and democratic  Iran.  For dmost fve  years, the peope of Iren hawe
suffered  under the yoke of the Ayatoleh  Khomeini  Khomeini is responsble
for te death of thousands of Iranians. His regime has systematicaly denied
basc humannghs t te lanan peope. The efots  of the Naiond  Cound
of Resstance t end the brutalty in Ian are tuy laudable, and | commend
you and your compatiots  for the courage shown in your endeavor.  The hopes
of al Ameicans for abetter IFan are with you” For arepint of McCain's
keter t© M. Raav, see Appendx G)
1993, McCainbelieves:“Irandoespresernvesomeelementsofdemocracy
andtheruleoflaw,andalloweditsciizensmorecommercialireedomthan
lag” Headds: “There are some indicators that apoicy of encouagng homal
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(Congressonal Recod, Senate, 21 January 1993, p. S172)

Jomhounilslami -, Tehran,28February1994.

U.S.-ranReview, Vol.2,No.3,March1993,Washington,D.C.,Forumon
AmericarHranian Relations.
RobertPelletreau, hearingofthe SubcommitteeonEuropeandtheMiddie
East,HouseForeignAffairsCommittee, 24March1994.

Jomhourilslami ,Tehran,3March1994.

4]

AgenceFrancePresse,dispatchfromTehran,5March1994.

KayhanHavai , Tehran,2November1994.(SeeAppendixE.)

4]

Salam, Tehran,230ctober1994.

IRNA, dispatchfromTehran,5November1994.(SeeAppendixE.)

Tefran Times, ediorial, 5 November 1994.

IRNA,“State Dept. ReportonMKO: Awakeningforthe West,"5November,

194,

Jomhouri  Islami , Tehran, ‘The Monafegin's Falure in Seeking US. Support”
3November1994.(SeeAppendixE.)

IRNA, dispatchfromTehran,5November1994.

Abrar ,Tehran,2November1994.

AsharqAl-Awsat, London,2November1994.

Jomhourilslami , Tehran,3November1994.(SeeAppendixE.)

Ettelaat ,Tehran,31May1990,remarksbyMohammadYazdi,headofthe

Gerdd But, ‘Green Igt for Tehan” Mdde East Intematona , London, 18
November1994.

Salam,Tehran,17November1994.

Jomhourilsiami , Tehran,10November1994.

AssociatedPress, dispatchfromNicosia, 9November1994. Thereport
emphaszes tat ‘the base fles just wihn  the noy zore”

Hamd Assef, the Khomeni regime's ambassador b FHance, keter to te Judge
intheBakhtiarmurdertrial, 28November1994.

Saements by Press Ofice  of the Peopes Moghedn of Ien, Pais, 11 and 21
October  199%4.

Israei Rado, Fas Senice, 5 December 1994,

Moghedn  setements,  op. ot

SeeAppendixF.

Advertisementsranin TheWashingtonPost ~ ,28July1992; TheNewYork
Times ,28August1992.

SeeAppendixF.

Bian Sepasy, kfter t aconcemed lanan  patiot, 1994. (See Appendix F)
4]

A fomer memberof BaniSad's ofice  whenhewas sl the Presdent  Nasser
Khaenouri is an agent of te lrenian Minsty  of Inteligence. He has been
veryactiveindisseminatinganti-MojahedinpropagandainWashington’s

pd ddss
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StatementbythePressOfficeofthe People’sMojahedinoflran, Paris,9

December1994.

ShahinGobadi,Mojahedinpressspokesmanin\Washington,wrotealetterto

te foegn edior of The Wal Steet Joural on 1 Ocober 1994 In his Oclober
3repy, te Joumds Foegn Edior conimed receMng Gobadis  keter.
James Bll, ‘ran:  The prodgal  reum, Word Monior , March 1989.
GarySick,"Howlranisbecoming TheGuifsSuperpower,” TheWashington
Post ,18May1986.

Gay Sd ‘s Quest for Supeponer Sas’  Foegn Afais |, Sping 1987
GarySick, interviewwiththe CBSmomingnews, CBS Televisionnetwork,

10June1988.

GarySick, TheLosAngelesTimes ,28June1988.

Gary Sick, intenview  wih  “Intemational Hour,” CNN, 18 Juy 1988.
GarySick,interviewwiththe NBCmomingnews,NBC Televisionnetwork,
30August1988.

Gay Sk, ‘ran Is Ripe for aPeacefl Oweture”  The Las Angeles Times, 17
November1994.

4]

4]

Jmes BL op da pp 678

JamesBill,“ TheUnited StateandIran:Mutualmythologies,” MiddleEast

Poky , Vo 2, No 3 1998 pp. 104106,

Mehd Noobaksh, ‘The Midde East, Islam and the United States: The Specia
Cae of lan” Mode Eat Poiy , Vo 2, No 3 1993 p %

4]

ErvandAbrahamian, Khomeinism (Berkeley:UniversityofCalifomiaPress,

198 p3

4]

Abghamian, op d, p. 1B

PatrickClawson, Iran’sChallengetothe West: How, When,andWhy, The

Washigion  InstiLie Poicy Pgpers, No. 33 1993 p. X

Cawvsn, o a pp 88

Cawvsn, o d pp A5
JoshuaMuravchik, “An Alternative to Islamic Fundamentalism?,”
Congressional  Record, Vo. 139, No. 124, 21 September 1993, p. E2203.
(oo

(oo

Abahamian, op. at, pp. 1910,

CHAPTER V

“DevelopmentsintheMiddle East,”hearingbeforethe Subcommitteeon
EuropeandtheMiddieEastoftheHouseCommitteeonForeignAffairs, 99th

Congress, Hrst Sesson, 24 Juy 1985 p. 223

TheTowerCommissionReport ,1987,p.B-132.(SeeAppendixD.)

Tapely Bernet, Jr, Asssant Secelry for  Legsaive and Intergovermnmental
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Affairs, leter 0 Representative Lee H. Hamiton, 14 December 1984.

4. State Department, unclassifiedbackgroundreportonthe Mojahedin,

December1984.

Associated  Press, dispaich from Washington, 20 June 1985.

Ressalat , Tehran, 20 Juy 1987. (See Appendx E)

SeeAppendixD.

In an ediorial, ‘Paying Khomein's Price”  The Boston Globe, 25 Apil 1987,
wrote:“PresidentReagan’ssecretarmssalestotheregimeofAyatollah

Khomeini engendered not only a domestc  aisis, dering  the image of Reagan
as astong leader, but aso a dsoton of USforeign  poloy.. As documented
inappendixBofthe TowerCommissionreport, theReaganadministration

ed 0 pecate Khomeni not oy wih misses and batiefieldHneligence

data, butalsobytakingmeasuresagainstkKhomeini'sprincipaldomestic

opponent theresistanceorganizationknownasthePeople’sMujahedeen.”

Also in ther coumn, “The Real lranian  Tenorist The Washingion Post, 3
April1987, RowandEvansandRobertNovaknoted:“Whilelsraelandthe

Unied States were seling ams to ran behind the badks of Congress and the
wold, the State Department was quiety trashing the fist  effective ant-
Khomen opposion n ken, cded te Peopes Moghedn,  as ‘anidemocac,
ant-American’ and using ‘fenorism’” (See Appendix D)
CongressmanMervynM.Dymally, letterto AssistantSecretaryof State
RichardMurphy,12March1987.(SeeAppendixD.)

Congressman Mewn M. Dymaly, ‘Dear Colleague” lefter, 9 Apil  1987. (See
AppendixD.)

Assistant Secretary of State Richard W. Murphy, hearing beforethe
SubcommitteeonEuropeandthe MiddleEastoftheHouseForeignAffairs

Committee,21April1987.(SeeAppendixD.)

DavidB.Ottaway, U.S.MeetsWithIranOppositionGroup,” TheWashington
Post, 22 Apil 1987. (See Appendx D)

United Press Intemational, dispatch  fom Washingon, 20 Apil 1987

Congressman  Merwn M. Dymaly, letter to Secretry of State James Baker, 6
September1989.Attachedwasaletterof186congressmen.

Janet G. Mulins, Asssant Secelary for  Legshive Affairs, kter O Rep.
Dymally, 15September1989.

Assistant Secretary  of Sate John Kely, heaing before the Subcommitee on
EuropeandtheMiddleEast, HouseForeignAffarsCommittee, 19September

1989.

Congressman  Merwn M. Dymaly, letter to Secretry of State James Baker, 3
October 1989. (See Appendx D)

Mulins, leter  © Rep. Dymaly, 6 October 1989.
Statementonlran,signedby219membersoftheHouseofRepresentatives,

TheNewYorkTimes ~,29July1992.
ForeignBroadcastinformationService(FBIS),quotingKhomeiniregime’s
newsagency,IRNA,inEnglish,11:53GMT,11July1992.

EdwardDjerejian, AssistantSecretaryofStateforNearEastemAffairs,
hearingofSubcommitteeonEuropeandtheMiddieEastoftheHouseForeign
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Afeirs  Committee, 27 July 1993

Geofffrey  Kemp, Forever Enemies? (Washington:  Camegie, 1994), p3.
Rosenthal,"HereWeGoAgain,” TheNewYorkTimes ,16July1993.
AgenceFrancePresse, dispatchfromParis, 26 October1994. Titled “Mr.

Christopher'sCallonU.S. AliesHasaPoorChanceofBeingHeard,"AFP

desaibed  Chrisiopher's demend for ‘a fim sence vsavis  Tehan' as “absud’
because the US. ‘is one of the few industial counies  whose tade  wih the
ldamic  Repubic  has increased  in 1993”

Stephen  Green, ‘Doube standard  in deding  wih Ian?’  The Washigion  Times,
26February1995.

CHAPTER VI

Shariat-Razavi, Qandchiand Bozorgniawerethree Tehran University
students,shotdeadinapeacefuldemonstrationoncampusbythe Shah's

secuity  forcoes on 7 December 1953. Vice President Nion amved in Tehran
for an oficel i the sameddy.

MohsenM.Milani, TheMakingofiran’slslamicRevolution:FromMonarchy

b lsamic  Repubic  (BoulderWestview Press, 1983), p. 77.

b p7%&

Shaul Bakhash, The Reign of the Ayailahs  (New Yok Basc Books, 1984), p.
10

M opod pp B9

MohammadHanifnejad, thefounderofthePeople’sMojahedinofiran,was
anagricuiuralengineerandMuslimintellectual. Bomin1938in Tabriz,

captal of Easem Azetbaian  Province,  he was an activist in the ant-Shah
stugge.  Jaled in 1963, he met Ayaioleh  Seyyed MahmoudTalegan,  an ant-

Sheh, antHundameniakst reigous kader.  Yeas bier Ayakbh Taegen  sad
ofhim:“ItaughthimhowtoleamfromtheQuran,andhediscoveredits
meaning.”

ChegounehQuranBiamouzim?, (Howto Studythe Quran, theMojahedin’s

guidelines  on howto study and interpret the Quran)) People’s Mojahedin  of
lan  Tehran, sping 1979, Vo |, p. 9 ‘For numemus reesons, oOur oganization
emphasizedusingtheoriginallslamictextsinitsideologicalstudies,

particulartytheQuranand Nahj-olBalagheh(The RoadtoEloquence, a
compdin o smos, Eers, adsayigs o Al in Ab Tab, te i Shie
Imarm). This approach wes toialy  different fom the tradiional methods. At
the sametme, the organization fet it must have a realisic and scientific
approach 0 such studies... Through the Mojahedin, Islam was presented in a
difierent mamer.”

Mogahed, No. 82, 7 Jure 1980, pp. 67, exeps o aseies o afdes  andyag
theshah'ssuppressionofthe5June1963demonstrations:“Thebloodyand

brutal  suppression  of the June 5 demonstrations puged the wavering forces
incapable  of connung  te stugge a ahigher level  Manyof the ‘eaders
beded of Raoneiag tet © 5 noue b cortne te stugge o hohing
can be done for now, they succumbed to the shah, kept quiet and vacated the



sere Ths ddest dsgopored te refon,  whoh bet e o poicd keders..
Onthe oher hand, there were seffiess poneers whobuit the foundations — of
fure  vidores onte s o past defeas”

9 TahlireAmovuizeshi-yeBayaniye-eApportunist-haye Chapnama(Educational
AnalysesoftheStatementofthepseudo-LefistOpportLinists) ,(People’s
Mojghedin  of Iran: sping  1979), pp. 170-246. “The opportunists designated
certainpersonstospyonthoseindividualswhomtheybelievedhadnot
compeiey  suocumbed © ther  idedogy o were ressart. n te case of Mad
Ghaif  Vaoel), tey desgaied hs wie Ornedf o most dened  ssers, she
had begun © waver under the pressure  of the opportnists, and for ths reason,
had been forced, as punishment, to labor in a factory... Fve days after she
gave them arepot, she and Majd went for arendezvous [wih the opportunist
leaders}; it wasMaids bst HFst te oppotunss separaied  her fom Maid
andsentheraway. ThenMajidwasledtotheslaughter,andhisbody
subsequenty  bumed.”

10 bd, pp. 23720, ‘n te mdd o idedogca onfids  wihn  te aganzain,
doumsiances  in which al  princpled leaders  make cored,  reaisic conduct
afist  poiy, the oppotunst  leadeshp  of the idedlogicaly transformed
organzation lunched severd mitaly  operaions (he  assasshations of Col

The suwva  of the omanzaton asasge ety wesin quesion, de
massive purgesandademoralized membership, but[the opportunist
leadership]hadtheorganizationtakeontheburdenofmajormilitary
operations. Thesewereundertakeninabidtociampalidontheconfiicts
brewingwithin,andenabledtheopportuniststochallengethegenuine
[Muslim]  Mojghedn from a posiion  of strength.  Though the operafons  used
thetacticalandtechnicalresourcesofthegenuineMojahedinandthe
epaence o s membes, tey seved te neress o the oppotunist leaders,
consolidating ther base of power. By the sametoken, they were able to use
the presige of the military operations o muster credibiity for ther new
opportunistpositions. Tothisend, theleafletstheydistributedonthe
assassination of Co. Zandpour camed the oignal  emblem of the Moahedin
wih adoctored Quranic verse, so that the pubic would be prepared for the
announcement  of the change of the organizaton's ideclogy o Mandsm...

‘Ony amonh or so folowing e assassnation of Zandpowr, the ledflels
on the assassination of the Amercan coonels were distibuted with an emblem
whichlackedtheQuranicverse.Inthisway,everyonebecameawareofthe
changeswithintheMojahedin. Theopportunistieaderscouldmoreeasily
silencetheresistantmembersofiowerrank, andatthesametimecounter
oher fooes fom aposion of stengh and pae te wayfor ther  pubidzing
o the opportunist changes”

n Howto Study the Quran, op. ct, pp. 10111 “The opportunist, treacherous
bov © te Moghedn Omanzaion by the Iefist oppotLNsis dd mevesbe
damagetoournation'sliberationmovement. Theorganization'sideology
sufferedtheworstblow.Ontheonehand,itdamagedthehopeandtrustof
our peope in the organization and on the oter, ceated sutabe gounds for
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the emergence of a reacionary rightist cmert.  Oweral, it brought about and
st in moton  a Tightist treat  wihn the movement”
FormoreinformationonMassoudRajaviseechapterXIl.

Educatoral  Anayses of the Saement of the pseudodefist Oppotnists , op.
a, p 2 The Moghedins  dedaration o is posions  onthe lefist o in
theirorganizationwasfirstdraftedinautumn1976,andcompletedinthe

fom of a12pont sttement in auumn 1977. ks publication, however, was
posponed untl  spring 1979, due to developments in lranian  sodety and the
participation of the Moghedn's sympathzes in te generdl upisng  against
theShah.Point10oftheMojahedin’sdeclarationreads: Thisleftist,

opportunist curent  brought about the premature emergence of a reactonary
rghtist aret, whch a ts sSage 5 te pime tea © te foces  Sugding
in the nameof Isam. Weare strugging against tis cument  as wel”

162  political pisoners  feed”  Kafan, Tehran, 21 Januay 1979 “The prison
courtyardwascrowdedandoverwhelmedwithexcitementuntimidnight The

rebives  and fiends o pisoners,  who had impatienty waied a day, dented,
hal ®© Fadalb, hal © Moghed] and opened ther ams b embrace 125 (sc)
of the naion's shoere  and freedomseeking  chidren. Toassue te comd of
the freedom of poliical piones,  oe of te pisones Bked D them diedly.
The choice wes Massoud Rajav.  Facing the enthusiastic ovefov  of feelings
of the pubicc, hesad ‘Ae there any wods wih which one coud realy  thank
you?Indeed,weoweourfreedomtoyou,andnottoanyotherpersonor

“Mojahedin'sNationalMovementAnnouncesltsFormation,” Kayhan,Tehran,
25 Januaty 1979, p. 4.
“MassoudRajavi,aMojahedinleader: Coupdetat  cannotpreventnation's

vicory,” Kayhan, Tehran, 25 January 1979, p. 4 ‘Massoud Rajav, ore of the
leaders of the People’s Mojghedin  Organizaon  of Iran, whowaes freed from
pison oy afew days ago, spoke at the Tehran Universy mosque: L. | hawe
not comehere to praise ths sponaneous trend of events. Wehave not cometo
endorsethestatus quo. We mustthinkaboutthingsthatneedtobe

accomplished.. It shoud be painy seted that stugge s the nght of any
person and any group. f mandoes not struggle, heis no longer human.. Our
dam B nat te ype ta restics dugde © asedd fove o gop Dd nat
o keader [mam Husse] say, f you donat belee n any reigon, a keast be
free-minded? Thesanctityoffreedomsandtherighttostrugglemustbe

sdeguaded  Thergt © stugge & te reud, nheet gt o ety human
being. Sowemust respect one another and prevent  divisiveness. Dwvison is
nohing but a refecion o te enemyand is ema  agens wihn oo ranks”
Seedko  Polical Posiors  of the Pegpes Mgahedn of lan onte Be o te
Revoluion's Vidoly:  Speechies of Massoud Rgavi  Tehran, Peoples  Mojahedin
of an  October 1979.

‘People’s Mojghedin:  Paries,  Press and Poiiical Gatherings  Must Be Free”
Kayhan ,Tehran,20March1979,p.8.

Mojahed, Special Issue No. 5, 7 March 1980, p. 8.
“‘Mojahedincentersattackedanddisarmed,” Kayhan ,Tehran,4March1979,
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p.8.Seealso Mojahed ,SpeciallssueNo.4,31January1980,pp.3&6.See

also Majahed ,No.15,17 December1979,p.1,“Mojahedin’'sstatement

epanng the recent attacks of the Guards Comps on members and buidings
of the Moahedn”

“Monopolists take advantage of the phrase ‘Imam's Line' to legiimize their
monopoly,”  Mogahed , No. 91, 18 June 1980, p. 4. See aso ‘Dissolution of the
monopoist  miing paty, te frst fundamental step to save fthe county]”
Moahed , No. 112, 5 March 1981, p. 1.
“DocumentsontheconspiracytobombtheresidenceoftheReza’isand

assassnate  Massoud Rajavi  and Moussa Khisbani,”  Mogahed, No. 112, 5 March
1981, p.1. Seealso“Five Mojahedinmurderedonthe eveofspringby

reacionaty  agents” Moahed, No. 115, 9 Apil 1981, p. 1. Onpage 19 of the
sameissuethereisalistof929imprisonedsympathizersoftheMojahedin
arrestedbytheRevolutionaryGuardsCorps.

Abrahamian,  The lranian  Moahedin , (London: Yale Universty — Press, 1989),
p 18

‘RPs g  and nfuenang o the presdenial and pafamentary eediors
Mojahed ,No.28,20March1980,p.5.Seealso Mojahed issuesno.83,114,

and the spedal issule no. 9 (17 March 1980) for the documents and posiions — of
the Moghedn on the eledion  fraud.

Mojahed ,No0.127,Tehran,23June1981.

Moahed , No. 128, Tehran, 25 June 1981, p. 1
NashryeAnjomanhayeDaneshjouyan-eMosalman ,No.10,Paris,230ctober

1981. Thisandsubsequentissuespublishedthenamesandlettersof

personalites and goups jonng  the NCR.

“Mavad-e Missaq,” Nashriye Anjoman-e Daneshjouyan-e Mosalman-e
Faancais , No. 3, 28 August 1981, p. 1

“Programofthe National Councilof Resistance andthe Provisional

Governmentofthe DemocraticIslamic RepublicofIran,” Nashriye
Anjomanhaye Daneshjouyane  Mosalman, Paris, 2 Octoberl98l, pl. In a cover
ketier  dated September 29, 1981, Massoud Rejpvi wote: 1 hereby present  the
program of the Provisional Govemment of the Democratic Islamic  Repubic  of
ran.  This program has been accepted by al members of the Natonal Councl
ofResistanceforthelndependenceandFreedomoftheDemocraticlslamic

Repubic  of Iran;  henceforth, acoeplance of it queliies one for  membershp n
theNCR.”

GlobalSupportforthePeacePlanofiheNationalCounciofResistanceof

an , Peope's Mojghedn of Iran,  Intemational Relaions  Depatment,  Paris:
1986.

‘Saement of the Naional Cound of Resstance,” Pavaze Taikhsaze  Soh
va Azad  (Historic Fght  for Peace and Feedom), Peopes Moghedn of Iran:
1986, p. 51. Seealso pp. 53121 and page 155 for arepot on the events and
documentsonthecircumstancesleadingtothelranianResistanceLeader's

depature  fom Fance and on the regime's conspracy 1 have him extradited.
Natioral  Lberaton ~ Amy of Ilan, Guaanior of kanan  pegpes  vidoy — over
Khomein's  diciatorship, Publications Department of the Peope's Moahedin
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Organizationofiran,(Paris:1987).Seealso NLAQuarterty  ,spring1988,
“Crippling Khomeinls War Machine”,  lan Lberaon , No. 72, 15 Apil  1988;
lan Liberaion , No. 80, 4 Juy 1988, lan Lberaton , No. 81, 18 Juy 1983,
and lan Lberaton , No. 82, 12 August 1988.

2 NLAJoumal  November1991.Seealso IranLiberation ,Specialissue,July
1992; TheEconomist ,13Junel992; LeMonde ,14June1992.
B “Weekofsolidarityinlran,” TheLionandSun, thelranianResistance’'s

Joumal, 13August1994, pp.8-10. Seealso“MullahsBesiegedbyRising
Protests,” NLAJoumal  November1991,pp.15-19.

A “NationalCouncilofResistanceHoldsFirstPariiamentary Session:NCR
expandsto235members, halfofwhomarewomen,” IranLiberation, No.120,
Ociober 1998, p. 1

S) US. Sae Depatment, Pegoes Moahedn of lan , 28 Ociober 1994, p. i

B 4]

3. ErvandAbrahamian, ThelranianMojahedin (NewHaven: YaleUniversity
Press, 1989, pp. 206208

B MiddleEastJoumal ,Vol.41,No.2,Spring1987:The Joumal wrote  that
Peykar “denounced the Islamic  orientation of the organization in faor of a
ManxistLeninistineandexpelledthasememberswhodidnotadheretoit.
The Manist  Leninist  facion  went so far as to use tenorist methods such as
sing fre © Shaeef Vagei, alkader of the damc fadon, n oder © gan
cord  of te omganzaton.. Advocaing  ammed uban  guenila operations, n
1975, the Mandst Leninst Mughedin camed out several terorist actions,
among them the assassination of Co. Tumer, Col. Schaefer, and later Gen.

kel SeeAppendixE.

| Mojahed , Tehran,No.107,27January1981.

4 TehranRadio,4November1984.

L Mojahed ,No.102,23December1980,p.2.InterviewwithMassoudRajavi:

“Thehostage-takingwasportrayedasthesupremeformofstruggleagainst
imperialism. Under this preet, they got nd of manyof ther opponents and
monopoized  the dedions  © te advaniage of cetan  fadions”

i ‘What have wegained and what have weleamed so far.?, Mojahed , No. 12,
26 November 1980. The sublile o ts atde read ‘Success onte feld of
betle wih te pimay enemyis possbe oy when padd D K te nemd
obstaclestothemovementarealsodeattwith. Inthisway,theMojahedin
began detng te pubic to the ming demgys motves behind the hostage
kg, dredng ter atenion O ssues of far geser impolance. See aso
Moahed , No. 101, 16 December 1980. This and subsequent issues ran a series
of atides caled “Stoies behind the scenes of the hostagetaking” In an
editorial pubished n Mgahed, No. 106, 20 January 1981, te Moghedn woke
“TheUnitedStateshadcorrectlyrealizedthatthehostageshavebecomea
complex and difficut issue, more of apobem for kan tan for te US”

X Abahamian, op. dt, pp. 208209.

5 I, p 211

% AyatollahSeyyedMahmoudTaleganiwasaveteranactivistagainsttheshah
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adahgly regpeced relgoss ader. Hs endeavos n deerse of the peope’s
fundamental  rights  began against the oppressve e of the shah's father,
RezaShah,inthe1930s.Hewasastaunchsupporterofiran'snationalist

leader, Dr.MohammadMossadeq. BetweenthecoupthatoustedMossadeqin
August1953andthe1979revolution, Taleganiactiveintheanti-shah

movement, and was amested and tortured  on several occasions by the SAVAK
Soonafterthefalloftheshah, relationshbetweenTaleganiandtheruling
mullahssoured.HepassedawayonSeptember10,1979,attheageof69.
AyatollahTalegani,sixthFridayprayersemmon, 7September1979, Friday
Payer Semmons of Father Takegan , Peopes Moghedn of Ian:  October 1979,
p. 60. In tis sermon, Ayaleh  Taegani speaks on the misson of the Prophet
of ldam:  ‘He cameto break the chains.. those laws and tradiions which had
brokenthepeople’'sbacksandshackledtheirmindsandmovements. The

Prophet was sent o eiminate  these  restiictions and free te peope. Hehad
cometo free the people.. Sometimes these  restricions were imposed on the
people under the nameof reigion, and these were the most dangerous of al,
becausewhatwasnotfromGodwasbeingattributedtoHim.”

‘What s the pupose of aftacks on revolutionary forces?” Moahed, No. 5, 20
August 1979: ‘Bveryone  knows that the issue is not the buidng housing the
Moghedn. Those not daing t openly cal for represson  and resticions on
poliical freedoms, attack us and make an issue out of a buiding, daiming
that it i pubic propety and the Moghedn must evacuate it”

Mojghed, No. 87, 14 June 1980, p. 2

“Mojahedincentersattackedanddisammed,” Kayhan , Tehran,4AMarch1979,

p8

‘Soy o Ayetobh  Taegans  depatre fom Teha® and “Ayaiokh  Talegan’s
sons arested,” Kayhan, Tehran, 14 Apd 1979, p. 1

Pecpes  Moghedn put ther  milay  foces at Ayaeh  Takecpris  dsposal”
Kayhan, Tehran, 16 Apil 1979, ppl-2.

Mardom, Tehran,March1981.

Abghamian, op. d, p. 20

b, p 25

CHAPTER VII

RobertPelletreau, AssistantSecretaryofStateforNearEastemAffairs,

hearingofthe SubcommitteeonEuropeandtheMiddle East,HouseForeign
AffarsCommittee,4March1994.

US. See Depatment Pegpes Moahedin of Ian , 28 Ociober 1994, p. 6.
TheKhomeiniRegime'srepresentativetothe U.N. CommissiononHuman

Rights, press satement by the ‘ISamic  Repubic of Iran” Geneva, February
194,

Kayhan Tehran,4AMarch1979,p.8.

Ervand Abrahamian, ThelranianMojahedin (NewHaven: YaleUniversity
Press, 1989), p. 198; Shaul Bakhash, The Regn of the Ayailahs  (New Yok
Basc Books, 1984), p. 0.
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EricRoleau,areportfromTehran, LeMonde ,29March1980.
EricRoleau,areportfromTehran, LeMonde ,14June1980.
Khomeini, Tehranradio,25June1980.

Mojahed ,No.87,14June1980.

Moahed, No. 115, 9 Apil 1981

Mojahed ,Tehran,No.103,30December1980.

Ettelaat, Tehran, 30 May 1990.

Badesh oo d p I8

Abghamian, op d, p. 1%

d, po. 1951%.

4]

b, p 19

Iod, pp. 21213, 216217.

US. Sate Depatment, undassified repot  on the Mojahedin, December 1984.
The socded  ‘Organization o Mogheds of te lamc Rewouion”  wes a fasost
religious goup fomed afer the dowfal of the sheh o usup the namedf the
Moghedin, very popuar in Iranan  sodety. It was a paramiitary goup that
consistedofrevolutionaryguardscorpsmembersandgeneraliyviewedasa

front  organization for the hezbolah.  They occasionaly atiacked  Mojahedin
meetingsunderthenameof hezbollah  .Afterthestartofwidespread
suppression  and poliical exeauions  in Iran, ths group became defunct and
wes oOficialy cissolved. it faled to usup the Moahedn nameand generated
muchdisgustamongthelranianpeople.

Abahamian, op. dt, pp. 218219

Preambletothe UniversalDeclarationofHumanRights,approvedbythe
U.N.GeneralAssembly,10December1948.

Cardinal  Joseph Ratzinger,  Presdent  of the Pontiical Biblical Commission,
LOssenaiore Romang Vatican — publication, 5Apd 1986

AbrahamLincoln, FirstinauguralAddress,4March1861.

MassoudRajavi,interviewin LUnita, Rome,1January1984.

Etebat , Tehran, 3 Ociober 1981

MohammadMohaddessin, lettertoCongressmanLeeH.Hamilton, 15March

194,

US Sae Depatmet op o, p L

b pé

@ pi

Assocated  Press, dispach from Nicosia, 20 August 1986.

‘Car BombBqlodes in Tehran; 20 Die, Scores Repoted Hut”  The Las Angeles
Times ,20August1986;seealso CarBombKils20iniran'sCapital,” The
NewYorkTimes ,20August1986;and“CarBombKils20PeopleinCentral

Tehvan”  The Washigion Post, 20 August 1986, The aiides  quote  Mojghedin's
Satement ‘By raing  such ads of Eenoism 0 the Peope's  Mugheddn, the
regime seeks D pae the wayfor the exeouion of yet more polical prisoners”
“SiegeofCarBombingsGrippinglran'sCities,” The LosAngelesTimes 21
August1986.
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“IranianTerrorism: APostscripttothe Tehranmurdermachine”, British
PariamentaryHumanRightsGroup,August1994, referringtotheregime’s

conssert atrouion o 5 et adiies o the opposiion, the report
noes: ‘in Iran itsef, the holest shine in the county, the mosgue of Imam
Reza,inthenortheastemcityofiViashadsufferedabombblastonJune20,

kiling 26 peope. Several other attempted bombatiacks were pempetrated  on
othermosques.ismorethanacoincidencethatthoseinsideandoutside

lan ae ocoing  a locaions of some reigous sensivty. These alrodiies
maybe pat of alager campaign, which indudes te recent muder of Chisan
priests.Inallthesecases, TehranhasblamedthevictimsorthePeople’s

Moghedin, ther favoite  scapegoat at the moment”
U.N.SubcommissiononPreventionofDiscriminationand Protectionof

Minorites, Resolufon  E/CN4/Sub.2/1994/1L. 28, 19 August 1994.
ReynaldoGalindoPohl,SpecialRepresentativeoftheUnitedNationsHuman

Rights Commission, inteim  repot  on the situation of humaniights in Iran
submittedtotheGeneral Assembly,November1994.

Tehranradio,25December1994, ForeignMinistrystatement,denouncing

the UN. General Assembly resolution on the regimes humaniights  vidiations.
Assocated  Press, dspach fom Nicosa, 11 October 1992,

US. Sae Depatmert, op o, p 1L

b p1B

o]

Reuters,  dispacch fom Baghdad, 5 Apil  1992.

Amir Taher, “Attack on People's Mojghedin camed out o test Irag, Tehran
informed  Washingon 24 hours prior  to the atiack”  Ashag AbAwsat , London,
8 A 1992

Tehran rado, 5 Apd 1992
AlirezaJafarzadeh,thenMojahedinpressspokesmaninWashington,letter

toFBIS,22May1992.

MikeBlanchfield, " JudgecriticizesCSIS, Crownoversiegetrial,” Ottawa
Ciizen , 10 September 1994.

4]

US. Sae Depatmet, op. a, p 13

Letter by an Iranian-American to President Clinton, 17 January 1995.

US Sae Depatmert, op o, p 13

o]

o]

b p4

The United States Dedaration of Independence, 1776.

The Tehranmurdermachine ,London:BritishPariamentaryHumanRights
Group,2March1994.

Assocated  Press, dispatch fom Menna, 13 July 1989

Reuters,  dispaich  from Geneva, 24 Apil 1990

Agence France Presse, dispaich fom Paris, 6 August 1991.

United  Press Intemational, dispatch  from Ankara, 29 January 1993.
StephenkKinzer,"IranKurdishLeadersAmong4KilledinBeriin,” TheNew
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YorkTimes ,19September1992.

ANSA, dispatchfromRome, 16March1993.

Reuters,  dispatch fom Nicosia, 6 June 1993

Ressalat ,Tehran,20July1987.MohsenRafiqdoost theformerMinisterof
thePasdaranCorps,admittedthatranhadattackedtheMarinesbarracks

in Beiit Hesad, ‘The TNTand the idedogy that sent 400 maines, oficers
and soiders, in the marines headquaters o hel wassent fom lan”  (See
AppendixE.)

Statement  on Ian, the United States House of Representatives, 8Juy 1992
lan Liberation , NewsBuletn  of the Peoples Mojahedin of Iran, No. 117,
January1993.

TheNewYorkTimes ,1August1990.

EdwardM.Kennedy,lettertoMassoudRajavi, NCRPresident,27June1984.

CHAPTER VIII

Sttement by the Press Ofice of the Peope's Moghedin of Iran,  Washington,

D.C.,26August1994. SeealsoReuters,dispatchfromNicosia, 26 August

194,

US. State Depatment,  undassiied repot  on the Moghedin, December 1984.
Hashemi-RafsanjaniFridayprayersermon, Tehranradio, 9August1991.

Jont communqué issued by te Presdent of the Naiond Cound of Resstance

of ran and Deputy Prime Minster of Irag, Pais, 9 January 1983.

o]

4]

Peace Plan of the Nafonal Cound of Ressiance of Iran, issued in Pais, 13
March1983.

“Iragj Official Welcomes lranian  Resistance  Peace Initiative,” The Baghdad
Observer , 21 March 1983. (See Appedix A)

4]

LeMonde ,12April1986; TheGuardian ,15May1986.

4]

GlobalSupportforthePeacePlanoftheNational CounciofResistanceof
Ian , Pas, 1986

LeMonde ,Paris,14December1984.

Tehran  radio, 23 July 1985.

Tehranradio, 25August1985.

Tehranradio,31March1985.

Mojahed, No. 285, 11 Apil  1986.
Tehranradio,22May1985.

4]

Kayhan , Tehran,16February1986.

VS[OParis,16January1986.

Agence France Presse, dspaich from AuwverssurOise, 3 Apil  1986.
La Gazete , VatdOise, Fance, 16 Api  1986.
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Eiebat , Tehan, 15 Api 19%6.

TheNewYorkTimes ,20Apri1986.

“IranianExileLeavesFranceUnderPressure,” TheNewYorkTimes  ,8June
1986, aso ‘fan, Fance Gan Fomlenen Bdes B’  The Chisan  Soence
Monior , 10 Jure 1986, the atide  saes: ‘French oficals say Rajpvi  left
voluntarily and was not expelled, but in recent weeks the French govemment
had exeted quiet pressure  and placed  restraints on his  adivites... French
editorials exressed the hope Monday that Iran  would now press its  Islamic
fundamentalist supporters  in Lebanon to free nine Fench hostages  kidnapped
in the past 20 months’; aso ‘Opponents of Khomeni Sad © Leave Fance for
Iran-IragBorder,” TheNewYorkTimes  ,10June1986,wrote:“Mr.Rajavi's

uexpeced  depatre was seen here as pat of anefot 0 resore  nomal tes
betveen Fance and Ian  and, utimately, to hep win the reease of eight or
nineFrenchmenbeingheldhostagebypro-IraniangunmeninLebanon.”
MarvinZonis,interviewwithWBEZ, Chicago, 15November1994.
Reuters,dispatchfromBaghdad,8June1986.

“FoeofKhomeiniWelcomedinlragAfterPressuredtoLeaveFrance,” The
Aarta  Constition 8 June 1986.
“PresidentHusseinWelcomesIranianOppositionLeader,” TheBaghdad
Obsenver , 16 June 1986.

4]

“IranianRebelMeetsiragiChief,” TheNewYorkTimes ,16June1986.

Reuters,dispatchfromBaghdad,15June1986.

LUnta , Rome, 18 June 1986, also see staement by the Peope's Mojghedin  of
Iran, 15 June 1986.

BBC rado, Farsi Senice, 16 June 1986.

US. Sae Depatment Peopes Moghedn of Ilen, 28 October 1994, p. i

In an editorial in rags Akumhuia  newspaper, on 20 January 1992, Editor
inChiefSaad Al-BazzazrevealedthatthroughoutthePersianGuifCrisis,
RafsanjanihadencouragedBaghdadtoadoptahard-inestance.Quotinga

toplranianofficial hewrote:“Ihavemuchmorethanwhatyouhaveasked

for.. Weare on your sde in the Kuwaii affar. Werequest that you not take
our ofical remalks as the oy refiedion of o dances. Wesand besde g
and competely understand  the droumstances  and reasons for s position.
DonotretreatfromKuwait. WewillstandbyyouagainstAmericatothe
extentourstrengthallowsandasmuchaswecan."MuhammedHamzahAz-

Zubadi, then the lragi prime minister, reiterated the samepont duing an
nenview  wih the lragi  nafonal  television in January 1992 Asthe minster
of transportation and communications,  he was a memberof an Iragi  delegation
which visted Ien onsevea occasons duing te Pesan Guf oiss.

US. Sae Depatrent, op o, p 9

o]

Massoud Rajavi, leter to the Deputy Prime Minster and Minister  of Foreign
Aiais o kg 25 A 1983

“IragDeclares Two-WeekSuspensionofAirRaidsonlranianCities,” The
WashingtonPost ,19February1987.
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Mojahed ,N0.192,February1984.

TheBaghdadObserver  ,19February1987.

Associated  Press, dspatch fom Mehran, 21 June 1988. Jeffrey  Ulbricht, the
AP comespondert, repoted  fom the batie scene that the NLAcapured 1,500
rnen  ploes  addng ‘Nat fr aney, sooes of ks,  atlety peces,  an-
aircraft and antHank  weapons, tons of smal ams, machine guns and other
equipmentwerebeingdumpedinahugeholdingarea.” Ulbrichtwasoneof
40foreignreporterswhovisitedMehranwhentheNLAcapturedthecity.

MassoudRajavi, statementbythe NCR President, Mojahed ,No.262,21
September1985.

KayhanHavai ,17April1992.(SeeAppendixE.)

AlJumhuriya  ,Baghdad,3July1988.

Uhit, q d

Reuters dispatchfromBaghdad,24July1994.

For obvious reasons, then and now, Ian's other neighbors were poliicaly
incapable  of hosing the lenan  Ressance's mitay  foces.  The Ressnce
repeatedly asked the government of Turkey to provide bases and

accommodations  in Tukey's border provinces t the Resstance's  combatants,
o fadice ther comings ad gongs D kan, bu Aea reded ths  request
ltisnowcommonknowledgethatthegovemmentof Turkeyhasimpededthe
movementofiranianrefugeesandengagedin‘inteligenceandsecurity”

cooperation  with the Khomeini regime, which seeks only to restict Iranian
refugees  and adivss. it hes even exradied a number of poliical refugees.
Advertisements pubished in the US. papers by the regime's  Washington  lobhby,

FAIR: TheNewYorkTimes ,28August1992; TheWashingtonPost ~ ,28July
1992,

US Sae Depatmet, o & pi

b p 0

“SpeechbyMassoudRajaviinAuvers-sur-Oise,” Mojahed ,No.204,24May
1984

US. Sae Depatmet op. o, p. 10

Jalal Talebani, lettertoNCR PresidentMassoudRajavi,3March 1984.

Mojahed ,No.196,29March1984.

Statements by the Khomeini  regime’'s  oficials on cooperation  of the Talebani
goup against the Mojahedin, 11-12 October 1986. (See Appendx F)

Attacks by Taeban’s  goup on the Moghedin in those years indude:
*22July1984:HoushangAbbassiwasmurderedinhistentwhileprayingin

the Kardoveh vilage;

* 3 Apil 1986: A Mojghedn team on a training mission near the Mojahedin's
Mansouribase. FourMojahedinwerewounded,;

*14July 1986: FourMojahedinwereattackedandkilledonthe Kirkuk

highway;

* Winter  1986. The Moghedn evacuated ther bases in the vilages  of Taleh,
Ghasheih, Suneh,KanaroandKordaveh. Theywereblownuptopreventthe
Khomeiniregimefromusingthem,;

* 7 October 1986: Ten Mojghedn  were murdered in the vilage  of Posht Asham;
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*14-150ctober1986: TwoMojahedinbasesneartheborderregioninMavet

nside lreg  teniory were sheled  wih mortar  rounds;
*In1986,0n330ccasions,the TalebaniforcesstoppedtheMojahedinfrom

canyng out ther adiies. The Taebani goup se fve  Moghedn vehides
andon23differentoccasionstheyrobbedtheorganization'sweaponryand

equipment.  The Mojghedin  did not retaliate in any of the cases.
Reuters,dispatchfromDamascus,27March1991.

NLAJoumal ,August1991; Mojahed, specialissue,autumn1991.(See
Appendix  F)

4]

4]

MassoudRajavi,addressingagatheringofthousandsofNLAcombatantson

the oason o M afir; 16 A 1991

Thetwo, Samad Emam-goliandJa’farManouchehri,wereambushedon 18
March1991andsubsequentiytorturedandexecuted.(SeethereportbyMr.

ReynaldoGalindoPohl, SpecialRepresentativeoftheUnitedNationsHuman

Rights Commission, 2 January 1992, P. 14, par. 62
StatementbytheOfficeofthePeople’sMojahedinafiran, Paris, 26March

1991. Thestatementsaid:“Yesterday,al9-memberunitoftheNLAlostits

way near Jalua and was ambushed by the forces of the regme and the Talebani
groupnearthecityofKelar.”Inasecondstatementon8April1991, the

Moghedn sad tat of the 19 whower lost one weskled duing the fghing
and the rest were capured. Al were totured and executed. Local winesses
saidthecrimehadbeenperpetratedby Talebanisforces. Atthetime, the

goups rado corfmmed the capure of the 19 combatants.

Agence Fance Presse , dispatch fom Tehran, 13 Apil 1991
Inhis13November1992interimreporttotheU.N.GeneralAssembly,p.9,

par.24,the Special Representativeofthe UnitedNationsHumanRights

Commission,wrote: “DuringthesecondhalfofApril1992,45peoplewere
allegedlyexecutedinTehran. TheirbodiesweretakentotheMesgarabad

cemetery in south Tehran. The names of fve of those executed were gven as
folorws: . M Beshar Shebbi, whowes handed over © the lanan  authoriies
by anleg opposion  goup, te socaled  Patrioic Unon of Kudsen (PUK).
Noreasons were dficialy gwen for ther  execuion”

Abrar ,Tehran,18March1991.

Kayhan, Tehran, 6 Apil 1991

Jomhoun Islami , 5 Apil 1991,

For documents conceming the Khomeini regmes plans to use loca agents to
destroytheMojahedinseeAppendixF.

The NewYork Times, ‘lan  Yieds t DemandsAfier Riots in Nothem Ciy” 5
August1994.

AbdolRahmanQassemlou, SecretaryGeneraloftheKurdistanDemocratic

Paty of Ian, was mudered in Vienna in Juy 1989 whie hoding taks with
the representaives of the regime. Sadeq Sharafkandi, hs successor,  waes also
kied by the Tehran regmes tenorsis in September1992 in Berin.
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CHAPTER IX

US. Stte Depatment, Pegoes Moahedin of lan , 1994, p. 18.

Tahire  Amowzeshie Bayankehe  Oppotunsthay-e Chapnama, (Educatonal
Amdyss  of the Saement of pseudolefist Oppotunsts ) Peope's  Mojghedin
of Iran, Tehran: sping 1979, p. 247. The Moghedin  wite,  “Eventually and
historically, t s oly the peope and te popuar foces whojudge the good o
ed of diferent poitical and sodal  positions. In ths way, weare equipped
wih arnghteous and genune aiterion which in a historical pespedie B te
dame for eqpresson o Gods wil”

Kayhan, Tehran, 25 January 1979. Only acoupe of days afer being released
fom pison, M Ravi devered  his fist  pubic  speech a Tehran Universiy.
Hebeganinthisway, InthenameofGodandinthenameoftheheroic

peope of Ilean. In the namedf the matys, spedaly those of the unversiy,
themartyrswhograntedusfreedom.Freedom!OhdearFreedom!Yes, Isaid

freedom. Thisistheessenceandspiritofhumanbeings. Thisiswhatthe

mattys  saaiioed fo, te piones  wee impisoned  fo, e edes  immigaied
fo, adte heoc maion ewked o

Thiswasthetheme consistentlyunderlinedbythe Mojahedininevery

gatheing  and every  publication, indudng In te vy fit issues of Moahed
which began publication in late September 1979. In s sxth issue, Moahed
pished anatde onte fist  page ented, ‘The Saced Meanng of Freedom:
TheEssentialContentofEvolutionlsNoneButFreedomandEmancipation.”

In yet another famous speech on 12 June, 1980, madeon the eve of Khomeinis
banning of Moghedin's  public  activiies, Rajavi emphasized, ‘Freedom is a
dvire gt t© mankind Nobody has ganted i@ Wehave ganed it at the price
of bood and wewll not lose it a te cost of our ivesl  Anyone who seeks O
abogaie  te freedom of dscusson  and aiidsm, does not comprehend  Idam...
Anyonewhoseekstolimitdemocraticandlslamicfreedoms,comprehends
neitherlslamnorhumanity. Freedomisanecessary conditionforthe

perpetLiation of humanbeings in a humanstate; ohewise, there is nothing
todistinguishhumankindfromtheanimals. Otherwise, humankindhasno
meansbywhichitcancomprehenddutyandresponsibility,andthehuman

woild can oy dedre b an animd SEe.” Moahed, No. 88, 15 June 1980.
MassoudRajavi, AppraisalofOne YearofArmedResistance, Publicationof

the Union of Mosem lranian  Students Soceies  Outside Iran: 1982
TheKoran | TranslatedwithanintroductionbyArthurJ.Arberry(Oxford

University Press:  1982), Sura XXXIX: Zumar, Verse 18, p. 473.

Khargjtes  (seceders)  were amongthe fist  historical examples of dogmatism
andfanaticisminthenameofislam. DuringthecaliphateoflmamAli,a

goup of Musims rebeled, wih the moto “& hokmoile klah " these ae no
vedicls  but Gods), foming the anachist sect of the Khargjtes. They are
noewortty  because they were the fist to advocate a fundamentalist outiook
o kem

TheGloriousQuran, translationandcommentarybyA. YusufAli(U.S.A.:

American Trust  Publications, 1987), Sua ll: AHhman | Vese 7, p. 123
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Kayhan , Tehran,28April1979.

LeMonde ,Paris,29March1980.

4]

Kayhan , Tehran,17March1979.

Viewpoints ~ of the Pegple's  Moahedn on the Constiuiion, Govemmert of Imam
Al ad the Corstitiion of anlkamc Goemmen, speeches of Massoud Raavi
(People's  Moghedn  of Iran:  November 1979), p. 28.

TheKoran | TranslatedwithanintroductionbyArthurJ.Arberry(Oxford

University Press: 1982), Suma I Bagaa, Vese 256, p. 37.

Massoud Rajavi  interview, in Nashrye FEtehadie  Anjomanhaye Daneshjuyane
MosalmanKhargieKeshvar (- JoumaloftheUnionofMuslimiranianStudents

Socetes  Quiste fan ), Pais, OQJaway 1982 p. 1 Hee Rgv b aludng D
ImamAils  reludance to accept the leadershp  of te Musim communty unt
he wes assued of the peopes bed  (cah of alegance).

commonaspirations, wl O resst’ The Lion ad the Sun, 31 August 1994, p.
24. In amessage o the 194 demonstraons  held in 16 cies  on the occasion
of Juy 21, to honor restoration o the nationaist premier - Mohammadviossadeqg
and dedare  soidaiiy wih the Ressnce's — Prestenteled, Ms. Rav  sad,
‘With deep fath in democracy and freedom, and despie the dversiy of your
politicalviews, culture, beliefs, backgroundandreligion,youhavecome
togethertosaythatthesacredvalueyouhonorthemostisthefreedomof

Iran and the liberation of lranians  from the disgraceful rue of Khomeini's

mulahs... Il'mie yuad o youb pesst n ths pah which n te wods of
the great Mossadeq, does not beong 0 aspedd goup, but s shaed by dl  the
pecpe o fken’

Moahed, No. 349, 4 Juy 1994The wotng sessons and final  elecions  were
pubicy  reported in deal and accompanied with photographs.

Statement  of the Moghedin's Central Councl, Pais: 20 June 1985.
Saement  of te Moghedns Cental Coundl,  op. at

Mojahed , No.279,7February1986.

Mojahed ,No.282,28February1986.

March1987andMarch1989.
ThischoicewasbroadcastfromalloftheMojahedin'smediatoinformthe

Ilenan  generd  publc.

Text of the Mandate officaly appoining  Maryam Rajavi  as the  Mojahedin's
Secretary  General, 18 October  1989.

Moahed , special issue, autumn 1991

bd. Mms. Fahimeh Avan, 33, fom Tabriz, joned the Moghedn in 1979, In
1982, whileundersurveillance, sheleftiranand undertook various

responshlies n dfeert sdos o the oganization ouste Fken  In 1991,
shewaselecteddeputysecretarygeneralfortwoyears.InAugust1993,

foloing  Ms. RajMs  resignation, she wes eected  Secrelary  Gened for  two
yeas

The minues of the meetings, opinion pols, the debates and final wvoiing on
the fomaton of aleadershp Coundl which ok pace in the presence of the

239



majorityof Mojahedinofficialsandmemberswasreportedin Mojahed ,
broadcastontheResistance’sradioandtelevision,anddistributedon

videolapes  in Iran and abroad to infoorm  the general  public.

Z. Fullreportofthesesessionswaspublicizedthroughthe Mojahedin’s

A Mojahed ,29August1994.

] US. Sate Depatment, Pegpes Mgahedn of lan , p. 19.

D o, p 3

3L o, p 20

2 4]

B o, p 2L

A 4]

<5) 4]

B o]

3. 4]

3R d, p 2

A W pp @

Q0 ListofNamesandParticularsof14,028VictimsoftheKhomeiniRegime's
Executons , compled by the People's Moghedn Organzaon — of Iran, Paris:
October  1987.

[ Dr. Joyce Sar, speech a te Natonal Press Buidng,  Washingon, DC, 31
September1994.

L US Sae Depatmen, op. a, p 30(5).

i KennethKatzman,"Iran: ThePeople'sMojahedinOrganizationoflran,”
Congressional  Research Senice, Washingon, D.C., 24 August 1994.

n US. Sae Depatment op. d p 2L

) oo}

V3] 4]

4. In addion © seved ar rads ad msse atads somedher of te regmes

ateds  indude  “assassination o wo Moghedn n Baghdeds AsSheab  distit
on60ctoberoneofwhomwaskiled ArmedattackwithBazookaagainstthe
officeoftheMojahedininBaghdadon19August1993,armedattackwith
Bazooka on a buidng belonging t te Moghedin in the cty of Baghdad, al
ofwhichwerereportedbytheMojahedin'spressreleasesandtothe UN
SecretaryGeneralandpermanentmembersofthe SecurityCouncil.
8 MohammadMohaddessin,  Nashriyeh-e Anjomanhay-e Daneshjouyan-e
Mosalman-eKare-eKeshvar (NewsBulletinoftheUnionofMuslimliranian
Students  ousde  Iran.
US. Sae Depatmet, op. a, p 2L
IntemationalCommitteeoftheRedCross, lettertotheMojahedin,8May
1994.Thelettersignedbythel CRCofficialinBaghdadandtheMojahedin
thelCRC,theconcemedthreelraniandetaineeshadtalksinprivatewith
ICRCdelegates... ThesedifferenttalkstookplacebetweenICRCdelegates
and sad three delainees wihout winess in adequate condiions  accoding O
the e of reguar ICRCisis.

8 &
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US. Sae Depatmet, op. a, p 2L

4]

Asanexampleonecanexamine Mojahed ,No.358,30ctober1994,and Iran
Zamin ,No.21,130ctober1994.Seealso IranZamin ,No.24,3November
194,

Arice 7 o the dsdpinay nes of te Naional Lbeafon — Amy.
Inthepastyears, manylranianshavecrossedtheborderandjoinedthe
Mojahedinaskingthemforhelptogotoanothercountry. Therehavealso
beenpeoplewhojoinedtheNLAandaftersometime,duetothedifficult

condiions  of the war zone, etc. hawe asked O leave the ranks of the amy ad
gotoEurope.DespitethefactthatallvolunteerswhojointheNational
LiberationAmysignwrittenformsinwhichtheyagreethatincasethey

wanttoleave, theNLAdoesnotacceptanyresponsibilitytoresolvetheir
problems,theNLAandtheMojahedinhavesparednoeffort,spendinglarge
sums,andmeetingwiththe UNHCRrepresentativesinGeneva, Turkeyand

kg aswd as wih ofidas o oher couies © gt hep for these pepe For
example,chairmanoftheNCRForeignAffairsCommitteehasmetseveral
timesinthisregard withthe UNHCR in Geneva. The Resistance's
representativeshavetraveledto Turkeyseveralimesandcooperatedwitn

the dice of the UNHCRb hep manyof tese peope.  Officas o the maoiy
of European govemments can also testfy — about the effots  of the National
Councl  of Resstance and the Mojahedin.

US. Sae Depatmet, op. d, p. 20

o]

OneofthesecasesisthatofHadiShamsHa'er,whomtheStateDepartment

guotesinitsreport. HelefttheranksoftheNationalLiberationArmy,

voluntariy, yeas befoe the oubresk of the Pesian Guf wer Afer amving
n Euope, honever, he began opposing te resstance  and esiablishing coniacts
wih the mulahs. The atide  the State Depatment ctes fom lan Times, a
Persianlanguageweeklyprintedinthe United States, hadbeenalready

pubished in te regime's ofical weeldy, Kayhan Havai . Subsequenty,  other
newspepers pubisned t h len Haei dieed hs  information aout te beses
cadres and conduct of the Mojahedin and the National Liberaion  Amy o the
regme. I addion, hereveaed the bcaions  of o of the Natond  Lberation
Amybasesspecifyingthefrequencyandarrangementsforthevisitsand

resdence  of te Ressanoes  leadeshp i tose bases.
BakhtiarwasmurderedathishomeinAugust1991. FereydounBoyerAhmadi,

a memberof the Guards Cops and an nfitator, managed © buld  dose  ocontact
wih Bakhtar. Onthe day of te inaden, he used tis  relationship o ke D
Bakhtiar'shometwootherGuardsCorpsmemberswhohadcomefromTehran

tomurderhim. TheFrenchsecurityguardsdidnotpreventtheterrorists
fromenteringbecausetheyknewBoyerAhmadi.Bakhtiarandhisaidewere
murderedanduntil48hourslaternobodyknewoftheincident. On22
November,1994,theFrenchdaily, Liberation ~ wrote:“BoyerAhmadi, 41,
confidantofBakhtiar,theshah'sformerprimeministerwhowasmurdered
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on August 6, 1991, wes an infitrator whopayed the e of te Troan Hose”
Voice of Ameiica, Fas senice, 27 Januay 1995,

CHAPTER X

For documents of the Natonal Councl of Resstance of Ian, see Appendix A
Ratification of the Natonal Councl of Ressance of Iren, February-March
1982,

Mrs. Nasfin Parsian, an NCRmember, was klled in acar acodent in the fal
0f1993, reducingthetotalnumberofCouncimembersto234,untiSummer

1994, when Marzeh, the legendary lranian singer, joned the Cound.
Immediate TasksoftheProvisional Govemment, February-March1982.
DeclarationoftheNationalCouncilofResistanceontheRelationsofthe
ProvisionalGovermmentofthe DemocraticlslamicRepublicofiranwith
ReligionandDenomination, Paris, 12November1985.

Pan of the Natonal Cound of Ressance of Ien on the Freedoms and Righs
ofWomen,17April1987.

Pan of the Naiond Cound of Ressance for Auonomy of lrenian  Kurdisian,
Paris,8November1983.

PeacePlanoftheNationalCouncilofResistanceofiran,Paris, 13March

1983,

Immediate  Tasks of the Provisional Govemment, op. ot

4]

ProgramoftheProvisional GovemmentoftheDemocraticlslamicRepublic
oflran,29September1981.AlsoseeMassoudRajavisspeech,Mojahedin's
perspectivesonConstitutionandthe GovernmentoflmamAli, People’s

Mojahedinofiran: Tehran,1979,p.28.Mr.Rajavielaborates, \Wearenot

oy not opposed O national  investment  and capieism  at this  juncure, but
woud ke to see them strenghtened”

4]

4]

4]

Constituiion of the National Councdl of Ressance, ratfied February-March
1982,

Principal tasks of the Transiional Peiod in the Program of the Provisona
Govemment of the Democratic Islamic  Republic  of Iran.

o]

Thecombinationofpersonswhoheadthe 18 NCR committeesformedin
summer1993,asthebasisofthefutureprovisionalgovemment,isagood

indcaior  of e e and share of te vaous — organizations ad pates  in te
Cound. Foloning s abief onte commitee chais not affiated wih the
Mojahedin:

ChairmanoftheAthleticsCommittee, Mr.MoslemEskandarFilabi, 50,is
amonglran'smostrenownedwrestlingchampionsandamedalwinnerin

intemational toumaments.

Chairmanofthe Cultureand ArtsCommittee Dr.ManouchehrHezarkhani,
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MD.; 60 and French educated, is the most renowmned lranian  essayist
ChaimmanoftheDenominationsandFreedomofReligionCommitteeAyatoliah

Jalal  Ganel, 51 Educaed in Qomend Nagf, Ayaleh  Ganel  was Khomeinis
student in the 1960s. Heis the founder of the Associaion to Defend Iran's
Democracyandindependence (DAD).

ChairmanoftheEnvironmentCommittee, Dr.KarimQassim,M.D.,48,was

one of the leaders of the student movement abroad in the 1960s70s. Heis a
surgeonandeducatedinGermany.

Chaimanofthe EthnicMinoriiesCommittee, Mr.MohammadRezaRowhani,

52, prominent  jurist, member of the National Democratic Front of Iran. M.
RowhaniwaseducatedinFrance.

Chaiman of the Heath Commitee, Dr. Saleh Rajavi, 58, a cardiologist and
40year resdent of Fanoe, fist pize winer of appication of eedronics n
medicne and technology.  He headed the Blood Transfusion  Center in Paris.
Chamman of the Industies ~ Commitee, Mr. Mehd Samé, 49. A poltical acvist
under the shah, Mr. Saméwas imprisoned in the fnal 10 years of the shah's
re. Heis the leader of the Peope's Fedayeen Organization.
ChaimmanoftheJudiciaryandHumanRightsCommittee, Mr.HedayatMatin-

Daftari, 61, spokesman of the Natonal Democaic Font of Iran, fomer Vice
PresidentofthelranianBarAssociation. Dr.Matin-Daftarireceivedhis

Chairmanofthe ScienceandResearchCommittee, ProfessorHadiMahabadi
48,anintemationallyacclaimedchemistandformerdeanoftheschoolof
chemistryinSharifUniversityof Technology. Agraduate of Waterloo

University, Professor  Mahabadi has several patented invenions  in the fied
ofpolymerchemistry. HeisamemberoftheNewYorkAcademyofSciences.

Chairman ofthe Universities and Higher Education Committee, Dr.
MohammadAliSheikhi,49.EducatedinBritain,hewasamongthesenior

pofessos  at Tehran  Unversiy's Schod of Technology.
ChairwomanoftheWomen'sRightsCommittee, Mrs.MaryamMatin-Datftari,

55 and Biish  educated, from the Natonal Democraic Font of Iran.

The fist pubic announcement of this undertaking  was madein October when
a newsagences cared newsd te event Assodaied  Press, 22 Odober 1993
NCR atice  on the rnghts of the NCRPresdent

i

o]

Statement by the  Secretariat of the Natonal Councl of Resstance of Ian,
Paris, 16September1993.

MohammadMohaddessin, lettertorepresentatives Ron Dellumsand Dan
Burton,13September1993.

Consiiiution o te Naiond Cound of Ressance, op o

US. Depatment of Sete, Pegpes Maoahedn of kan , p. 19.

4]

Minues of te sessons and foolege of someof the important  decisiorHmakings
meetings are avaiable. At the sametime, one can take pat as an obsever in
oneofthe Council'ssessionsandexaminethemethodsofdiscussion,
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AbdolRahmanQassemlou,“Messageonthesecondfoundinganniversaryof

NCR,” Mojahed ,N0.161,13July1983.

AbdolRahmanQassemlou, “LettertotheMojahedin,” Mojahed ,No.172,6
October  1983.

Kudisttn ~ Democraic Paty of Iran, Polburo  statement,  Mogahed, No. 173,
130ctober1983.

AbdolRahmanQassemlou,“Messageonthesecondfoundinganniversaryof

NCR", Mojahed ,N0.161,13July1983.
“InterviewwithQassemiou,VoiceofKurdistan,15December1983.

Stement  of the Nafonal Coundl of Resisiance, Moahed No. 196, 29 March
1984,

Seiement  of te Nafonal Cound of Resstance, Moahed, No. 222, 4 Ociober
1984,

AbdolRahmanQassemlou,“Messageonthesecondfoundinganniversaryof

NCR", Mojahed ,N0.161,13July1983.

Mojahedinstatement, Mojahed ,N0.227,3November1984.

‘Meeting  of the NCRand discusson  of KDP's negotiations with the regime’,
Mojahed No.236,14February1985).

SeeAppendixB.

“MessageofNCRPresident’, Mojahed ,No.236,14February1985.

RoozegareNo ,November1984.

Repot of the Presdent of the National Councl of Resistnce, May 1989.
DocumentontheradiobroadcastsfortheKDP.(SeeAppendixB.)
SeeseconddocumentonKDPinAppendixB.Inanotherdocument theParty’s

Araat  Commitee thanked the Mohedin for its ‘“femendous,  unprecedented
workintreatingandcuringtheillandwounded, particulartyintermsof

paramedic  training.” Ancther, one of many of simiar content,  acknowledges
recept  of somel0mion ras  ($150000).

Kayhan , Tehran,25January1979.

Mojahed ,No.246,9May1985.

ThelettersareavailablefromthesecretariatoftheNational Councilof

Resistance, buthavenotbeenpublishedtosafeguardthesecurityofour

Kurdish  compatriots.

US. Depatrent of Sae, op. d, p 18

b p7

b p7

4]

Eteoat , Tehran, 24 November 1994, lsaef  rado , Fas senice, 24 November
1994. Theradioreported,“lbrahimYazdi,aprestigiousmemberofiran's
FreedomMovementledbyMehdiBazargan, calledstatementsquotedby 24
Hous rado onhis betef inoored  adsad He and hs odeagues  are gpposed
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o te owetrow of the ISamc nde’ In aler sgned by behim  Yazd and
pinted  in tonights issue of Etelaat , he sates that he does not view the
oetrow o te pesent regme h len © ben te ieress  of te peope and
the county”

Mojahed No.262,100ctober1985.

Poliical Memors of Sangnbi, p. 419

d, p 414

Foryears,the State DepartmenthascalledtheMojahedinandtheCouncil

‘undemocratic’ but refaned  fom naming other fores. Recenty, however, in
additiontothegroupsnamedinthereport, Ms.Shermanhasalsonameda

few goups in her leter o Rep. Tomceli n Juy 1994 The goups named are
HassanNazih'sUnionforDemocracyandthe United FrontforDemocracy.
Thesegroupstooareabsentfromthelranianpoliticalarenaanditseems

thatonlythe State Departmentknowsaboutthem. Thefirstgroupdoesnot
evenhaveanaddressortelephonenumber.Nazihwastheministerofoilin
thefirstkhomeinigovemment Severalyearsagoheissuedacallforthe

establishmentofthe UnionforDemocracyandProgressbutitdidnot
materializeandnobodyjoinedit itwasratheranabsurdmovethatwas

mdced  in the oppostion. ff anybody venues © reseach b te hsoy  of
suchgroupssheorhewillfindthatnolranianactuallyknowsaboutthem

and no independent  source Wil confim  their  existence.

Wendy Shemman, letter  to Congressman Robert Tormiceli, 26 Juy 1994.
Rado Peak , Farsi broadcast of the Swedish radio, 8 Juy 1994

CHAPTER XI
U.S.DepartmentofState,unclassifiedreportontheMojahedin, December

1984,

ErvandAbrahamian, ThelranianMojahedin ,(YaleUniversityPress:New
HavenandLondon,1989),pp.200-201.

b p 1R

EricRoleau,areportfromTehran, LeMonde ,29March1980.

4]

4]

StatementissuedbyMehdiBazargan,6May1980.

“An  dfficial spokesman for the Foreign Minsty tod the Iragi  News Agency:
The lenan  regme launched amileary adt of aggesson tis moming against
thelragisoilwithoutanyreasonorexcuse...Altheworldknowthatthe

Peope's  Moghedn and oher foces opposed 0 te lenan  regime  are basicaly
n an, and ther branches ousde the county ae present in many counties,
indudng Ian's neighboing  countries,” ragi  press, 7 November 1994.
Reuters, DispatchfromWashington,9November1994.
KennethKatzman,“Iran: The People’sMojahedinOrganizationoflran,”

Congressional  Research Senvice, Washingon, D.C., 24 August 1994.

IRIB, The Isamic Repubic of Iran Broadcasting, 15 Juy 1994. It reported,
n the past three weeks, te ISamic Repubic's  NewsAgency dspatched  more
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than300newsreportsandfeaturesonthemurderofChristianpriests,the

exloson  a ImamReza's shine, and the Mojghedins  bombing efforts. Dozens
ofreportswerebroadcastontheradioandthetelevision. Yetthe\Westem

mass media have in a coordinated  fashion  remained  sience”
Aftertwodaysofcensoringthe newsoftheuprising, the statemedia

acknonedged for the fist tme te e of te Moghedn and ther  supporters
in oganzng and drecing  te poest  The sate  television sad on 5 July:
‘Once the Moghedn tied © epot te Mais rmedon of the bl © make
Qazin apovince, te dys resdens poued b the steels 0 enfoce  law
Radio France Intemational, Evening NewsBroadcast, Farsi Sewice, Pars,
25August1994.

Ressaat , Tehran, 16 Api 1992

Agence France Presse, dispatch from Tehran, 16 Aprl 1992
Mashadradio,31May1992.

TheEconomist ,London,13June1992.

Hashemi-Rafsanjani, Tehranradio,12June1992.

In te bst days of the shah's regime, American inteligence repots  described
the lanan  siuation as ‘ot being n te revouionay nor preevolutionary
stage” Ian under the shah was being descibed as “an Isand  of stabity,”

tey sad

Aan Ridng, ‘Fance Stkes Back at Isamic  Miiants, Intematonal Hexald
Tribune ,Paris,10November,1993."lIrandemandsspeedydeportationof

MaryamRajavifromFrance,” Ressalat ,Tehran,8November1994;IRNA,9
Novermber 1993, ‘fan  stongy poess © Face for reugee das O Eenoit
Monafeqingroupmember,” Kayhan ,Tehran, 10November1993;“France,
PoliticalNaiveté,” Jomhourilslami , Tehran,10November1993;“France,
clingingtowhatillusion,” Kayhan , Tehran,11November1993and‘Playing
hosttoMojahedin,enmitywithMuslims,” IranTimes ~ ,Washington,D.C.,14
November1993.

Reuters, dispaich fom Bonn, 23 Juy 1994.

Reuters,  dispaich  fom Nicosa, 22 Juy 1994

IRNA, dispatchfromTehran,29June1994.

IRNA, dispatchfromTehran,30June1994. Thematterwasextensively

discussedinthe Commons.MP Corbettaskedthe ForeignSecretaryabout
govemmentreplyto Tehran'sdemand.DouglasHogg, Ministerof Statefor

Foregn Afairs  sad  “Wehave repied that any organisation enjoys freedom
of speech n the UK aslong asit ads wihn te law’

On the occason of the traditional festivites of Mehregan, the Resistance’s
President-elect sent amessage b the lranian  students  and teachers,  caling
on them to voice ther oppostion to the niing  dictatorship and celebrate
Mehregan in an act of protest to the regime's baming of al andent Persian
tradtions. Ressances suppoters staged  adhviles n 57 dies  naionwide.
Abghamian, op d, p. 245

o]

InapressconferenceattheBritishHouseof Commons, Messrs.Anthony
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CoombsandWinGriffiths, alongwithMr.MohammadMohaddessin,theNCR
ForeignAffairsCommitteechairman,announcedthejointsupportof1,500
pariamentarians for the Natonal Councdl of Resstance. Mr. Coombssaid in

theconferencethattheNCRiswidelyrecognizedastheregime's defacto
altemative. lan Liberation , No. 116, August 1992, BBC, Farsi senice, 14
Juy 1992,

‘House members urged the Bush administration yesterday to suppot the main
ede oposion gop tat B seeddg D oetrow s  Kamc  fundameniaist
government,”wrotethe WashingtonTimes ,9July1992.Adayearlier,
Associated  Press camed arepot saying, ‘US. lawmakers see the National
Cound of Ressance ‘as cgpable of esbishing democacy N Iran”

Ilan Liberation , NewsBuletn  of the Peoples Mojahedin of Iran, No. 117,
January1993.Theweeklyreprintedthetextofthesenators'October28

dedaration

In ther letter on 20 Ociober 1994, sixy+hree members of the Biish  houses
ofLordsand CommonswrotetoPresidentClintonandencouragedhimto
“takestepstowardsopeningdialoguewithrepresentativesoftheNational

Councl of Resstance of Iran and the People's Mojahedin”  They explained,
‘We, ke our coleagues in the US. House and Senate, beleve any practical
andeffectivemeasureshouldbeaccompaniedbyanexchangeofviewswith

the lanan Resstance and its  representative. t s our ownexpeience that
meetingwiththemhasalwaysbeenaconstructivemove.”(SeeAppendixC.)

CHAPTER XII
US. Depatment of Stte, Pegoes Moahedn of Ian , 28 October 1994, p. 20.
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b p19
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b p19
0|
0|
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KennethC.Davis, DontKnowMuchAboutHistory (Croan:NewYork,1990),
p 181
d, o 22283
HowardZinn, APeople'sHistoryoftheUnitedStates ,(NewYork:Harper&
Row, 1980), p. 422
o]

A Akbar Dehkhoda, An Encydopedic  Dictonary , (Tehran  University Press:
1974\Vd. 20, p. 534
MohsenMilani, Themakingofiran'sisiamicRevolution:FromMonarchyto
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amc Repuwic , (Bouder  WeshMew Press, 1988), p. 73.

19 o]

Q o]

2L Rahe Azadi , Tehran, “Enmity toward Mossadeq with the help of caricature)”
No.'s15&16,AugustandSeptember1986.

2 Chalangar , Tehran, No. 109, 3 Apil 1952

Al ErvandAbrahamian, Khomeinism ,(London:UniversityofCalifomiaPress),
p 118

2 o]

A I, p 119

P} AbdollahKarbaschian,Khomeini'sconfindantandpublisherofthedaily
Nabarde Melat

. NabardeMelat  ,20August1953.

P See chapter IX about one of these individuals, Hadi ShamsHalei.  The State

DepartmentreferstohimasaformermemberoftheMojahedin.
] LeMonde ,Paris,29March1980.

0. US. Sae Depatmet, op o, p 2

3L o, p 18

2 Abrahamian,  The lanian  Moahedin , (London: Yale Universty — Press, 1989),
p 18

R Tehran radio, 25 June 1980.

A Buletane  Khabare Havadarane Sazemane Moahedine Khalgqe lan (News
Buletn  of Supporters  of the Pegple's Moahedin  Omanizaton  of lan) , No.
234,25December1992.

) o]

B ran Zamin, Paris, No. 39, 16 February 1995.

3. HajiHassanQarajeh-Daghi, popularlyknownas Sattar-Khan,wasaleader

of the constitutional movement of 1906 against the Qajar Dynasty. From the
notwestem  city of Tabrizz Saftarkhan  defeated the siege of the Czarist
and promonarchy  forces  in Azetbalan province  and later  on attacked  Tehran
andtoppledthegovermmentoftheQajarMonarch,MohammadAlishah.After
the vicory of the Constiutional movement, leaders of the Old Guard usuped
the leadershp  and conspred to disam SattarKhan and his fighters, known
as the Moghedn. In the ensuing batlies, Satiarkhan  was wounded. He passed
awayseveralyearslaterin1913.MohammadMoin, APersianDictionary ,
(Tehan:  Amir Kabr - Publcations), fouh ed, vd 5 p 733

A MirzaYounisbinMirzaBozorg,knownastheMirzaKuchekKhanJangali,
was originaly adegyman. Hefounded an assodation of the degy, wowing ©
stopforeigndominationoverlran.Heplayedaveryimportantroleinthe
victoryoftheConstitLtionalmovementandlateronliberatedtheentire
povince of Glan and dedared arepubic.  Afier the coup in 1920 that  brought
RezaShahtopower,govemmentforcesattackedhisbasesinthejunglesof
Gilan.Heeventuallydiedin1921 aftergettingcaughtinasnowstorm.A
govermentsoldier,cuthisthroatandtookhisheadtoRezaShah.Mohammad
Moin, APesan Ddonay , (Tehan: Amir Kabr Publcations), fouth ed,
w 6 p 1619

] Sttement by the Natonal Councl of Resstance of Iran, December 1994.
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